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St. Vincent de Paul Coach Honored
by Positive Coaching Alliance

Marion Jones, Athletic Director at St. Vincent de Paul
Catholic School, was selected as a finalist for the Positive
Coaching Alliance’s Double-Goal Coach Award. Coach

Jones was named in the top
four coaches in the country
out of 2,100 applicants for
the award.

The Positive Coaching
Alliance (PCA) is a na-
tional non-profit develop-
ing “Better Athletes, Bet-
ter People” by working to
provide all youth and high
school athletes a positive,
character-building youth

sports experience. The award honors those who strive to
win while also pursuing the more important goal of life
lessons through sports. 

The top four coaches have been invited to speak in a
panel discussion on-stage at PCA’s National Youth Sports
Awards Dinner and Auction in Palo Alto, CA on April 25. Vol. 29, No. 41March 17, 2015
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Edith Sax

Houston Police have reopened their
investigation into the death of
Braeswood Place resident Edith Sax,
who was discovered in the pool at her
home in the 3600 block of Blue Bon-
net nearly a year ago.

She was still dressed in work scrubs
and lab coat floating face down, un-
conscious and not breathing when she
was found April 25, 2014.

At the time, investigators believed
that Mrs. Sax’s death was accidental.
Since the time of her death, investiga-
tors have reviewed the first offense
report and related documentation. They
have now ascertained several incon-
sistencies and it is clear that foul play
is involved.   Additionally, two uni-
dentified men were seen near the home

Braeswood Place Death
Now Believed to Be Murder

around the time of death. 
 Investigators have established that

Mrs. Sax was an avid and strong swim-
mer and would not have drowned in
less than five feet of water.

The suspect(s) identity is unknown
at this time but investigators believe
the suspect(s) had personal knowl-
edge of Mrs. Sax’s routine and layout
of her home. A homicide case is open
and pending new leads.

Last Thursday, investigators an-
nounced that a reward of up to $30,000
is being offered for information in the
case. Anyone with information about
the identity of the suspect(s) is asked
to contact Crime Stoppers of Houston
at (713) 222-TIPS (8477).

Event Benefits
Southside Garden
Italian wines will be the or-

der of the day on Sunday, March
29, as supporters of Southside’s
community garden hold a wine
and cheese party benefitting the
gardens. The event will be held from
4-7 p.m. at the garden lot, 6309 Edloe.  If there’s rain, it
will move to 3780 Jardin. The event is free, with wines
sponsored by Beviamo International.  Wine purchased at
the party will reap a benefit for the garden:  10% of sales!
For more information on the event, email
jbabcocktx@gmail.com.

B y B e n B a l l a n f a n t
Some people are born to

run and some people were
born to run, swim, cycle, ride
horseback, fence, shoot, and
even teach.

Jack Alexander went to
high school in Minnesota and
he did swimming cross-
country and track there. In
1969 he started doing an
event called the modern pen-
tathlon. It consists of horse-
back riding, fencing, pistol
shooting, swimming, and
running. He was a member

Roberts Coach a Pentathlon Champion
of 10 World Championships
teams and in the 1976
Montreal Olympics on the
Canadian team.

“It is an unbelievable feel-
ing and I absorbed the whole
feeling. After I was done I
spent the whole time, 21 more
days, just enjoying the whole
experience,” he says. There
are advantages to having
one’s event first. Not having
to worry about training,
sleep, and other concerns
meant he really could enjoy
himself and the experience.

He went to the University
of Nebraska for two years
and then transferred to
Wayne State because they
had fencing.

In 1984 he retired from
Pentathlon competition and
moved back to Minnesota.
He started coaching swim-
ming there and started gain-
ing weight, eventually get-
ting up to 220 lbs.

He moved to San Anto-
nio in 1991 and his dad chal-
lenged him to try doing Jack Alexander with one of his awards.Jack Alexander participating in a race. See Coach page 16

Southside Council Approves Project West U. Council Passes Town
Center Redevelopment OrdinanceB y B e n B a l l a n f a n t

Southside City Council
approved the final site plan
for the Trammell Crow rede-
velopment of 4139 Bellaire,
the current site of Blair House
Apartments.

Several residents of
Southside and more from
Houston that live in the area
south of the site spoke about
traffic concerns in the previ-
ous council meeting. Half of
council chambers was filled
with concerned citizens and
neighbors who live in Hous-
ton that believe they may be
negatively impacted by the

development.
Most point to the single

entrance/exit that will come
out onto Academy. They say
traffic already backs up at
the intersection with Bellaire
Blvd. and adding more traf-
fic to the rush hour situation
will only make matters
worse.

While there were an equal
number of concerned people
attending the meeting, the
one person to speak at last
week’s meeting against the
development said he has
looked at the plans and that it
would increase the traffic at

the intersection during the
peak hour by nearly 50%.

City Attorney Richard
Rothfelder gave a legal opin-
ion as to what rights and what
can be considered in making
the decision.

“Let me start by telling
you what I am not going to
talk about. I am not going to
make any judgment as to
whether new traffic studies
or impact studies should be
done, or if there is indeed a
change of circumstances over
the last five years in terms of
increased traffic and conges-

See Southside page 8

B y B e n B a l l a n f a n t
Last Monday West Uni-

versity council passed the
new non-single family resi-
dential zoning ordinance that
creates a Town Center Dis-
trict, among other changes.

The new Town Center
will require any new or rede-
veloped buildings to be lo-
cated closer to the street. The
intent is to move future park-
ing to the rear of the property
away from the street and what
will become a sidewalk, cre-
ating a more pedestrian

friendly environment.
In 2011 the city tried to

change the zoning to the same
area and was met with fer-
vent opposition when they
went to vote on the second
reading of the ordinance.
They then decided against
passing the ordinance.

The current incarnation of
the change was part of a larger
zoning change to all non-
single family residential
properties in the city. The
change was worked on for
nearly a year as the Zoning

and Planning Board met with
citizens. They said in their
own meetings that the con-
sensus among residents was
that they were happy with
what was there.

City Councilman Dick
Yehle said, “The provisions
here would only apply to
buildings in the area at the
time that they lose their prior
non-conforming status, the
zoning status they have to-
day. Nothing in what is be-
ing done would cause them

See West U. page 16


