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My daughter entered Bellaire

High School this fall as a freshman,
and soon came home with the news
that, starting next year, the rest of
her high school experience would
be a disaster!

She based this assessment on
the discussions she has heard of the
various approaches surrounding the
rebuilding of her school. Some in-
volve no sports programs for years,
or splitting the student body among
other schools, or other dubious
plans, all of which involved com-
pletely destroying the fabric of the
student body in some way.

I believe that the process of reno-
vating Bellaire HS begs the ques-
tion, “What problem are we trying
to solve here?”

HISD passed a bond issue re-
cently that permits it to rebuild,
replace or renovate quite a number
of “aging” schools in the district,
many of which, like Condit El-

OPINION:
A HIGH SCHOOL FOR BELLAIRE

ementary, for example, date back
as far as the early 20th century.
Their total replacement is an abso-
lute necessity, and most have ad-
joining property to permit building
a new school next door and then
moving into it.

Bellaire High’s physical plant is
not that old, has been well-main-
tained, and currently occupies ev-
ery bit of its property. I believe the
real problem with Bellaire HS is
overcrowding caused by extending
zoned admissions to too large an
area.

If the HISD trustees do manage
to come up with a plan to replace
the school building with one that
will comfortably accommodate
3,500 students (the present popula-
tion) it is very likely that they will
continue to allow the student body
to expand, and find themselves try-
ing to accommodate, say, 4,000
students within a very few years.

How much simpler would it be

to create another high school a few
miles away big enough to hold half
the present students, especially the
ones who live near that new school?
There’s nothing wrong with the
present building that couldn’t be
updated during summer recesses
over the next few years. Science
labs can be modernized, a garage
can be built to alleviate traffic and
parking, and reducing the student
body size to a manageable level
will open up all kinds of possibili-
ties.

Bellaire High School needs to
be returned to the concept of a high
school for Bellaire. The present
physical plant was home to one of
the most acclaimed high schools in
America not too many years ago,
judging from its history of National
Merit Scholars and the like.

Why is it now necessary to de-
molish it and create something
shiny and new just because we have
the money, when the process will
disrupt its ability to function for
years? Let’s get this message to the
HISD trustees before they do ir-
reparable harm!

St. Vincent de Paul PTO hosted New York Times bestselling author Rosalind
Wiseman as part of a Positive Parenting Speaker Series in partnership with
St. Anne, St. Michael and St. Thomas More schools.  Rosalind Wiseman is an
internationally recognized expert on children, parenting, bullying, social
justice, and ethical leadership, and author of Queen Bees and Wannabes and
Queen Bee Moms and Kingpin Dads. She offered common-sense
suggestions about how to deal with the frequent struggles between teens and
their parents—from video games and social networking to communication
breakdowns. After the presentation Wiseman signed copies of her bestselling
books. Pictured (l-r) are Kristen Thome, St. Thomas More Principal; author
Rosalind Wiseman; Carolyn Sears, St. Vincent de Paul Principal; Chris
Skowronek, St. Michael Principal.

Republican Women Meet
Braes Republican Women will meet at Eugenie Chen’s home, 4039

Drummond, on Friday, Sept. 26.  The meeting begins at 10 a.m.  Devon
Anderson, Harris County District Attorney, and some judicial candidates
will speak.  Refreshments will be served.  Visitors are welcome. For more
information, call (713) 667-3001 or (713) 667-5329.

Congregation Emanu El will host ReJEWvenate on Saturday, Sept. 27
at the Houston Arboretum (4501 Woodway Dr.) from 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

A spiritual experience for a new generation of young Jews in the
community, ReJEWvenate is an event open to the community providing
tracks for both adults and children.

Adult participants will have an opportunity to take part in yoga,
meditation, a cultural experience program and a community luncheon.
Children (ages 3-12) will take part in a special kids’ yoga class, music and
crafts activities with lunch to close the day.

The cost of registration is $5 per family and this covers the full
program including the lunch.

Individuals interested can join in for the full day or any part that meets
their interests. Registration can be done on the Emanu El web site at http:/
/www.emanuelhouston.org.

Emanu El seeks to create an atmosphere for social, spiritual and
professional fulfillment for all young professionals and young families
who are looking to strengthen and create new bonds.

ReJEWvenate!


