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though he had one unsuccessful
run in a previous election. Accord-
ing to his website he is “armed with
passion and creativity” and “is very
grateful for the opportunity to raise
his son in this extraordinary com-
munity and will work ardently to
promote continued parental in-
volvement and family values.”

His website talks on schools and
taxes, “West U. parents care deeply
about their children’s education.
This is evidenced by the high qual-
ity of West U. elementary, where
parents and children from our com-
munity are deeply involved. This
passion, unfortunately, is diluted in
the public middle and high schools,
where our residents have less rep-
resentation. Sonny believes that
West U. and neighboring commu-
nities would benefit enormously
from the dedication and expertise
that a high saturation of West U.
students and parents would pro-
vide.

“Should efforts to improve the
level of public education within
HISD prove fruitless, Sonny
Brandtner will spearhead a
grassroots effort to institute our
very own, West U. Independent
School District, where our parents
and children are better represented,
and our tax revenues are allocated
according to the judgment of our
capable residents.”

Candidates from page 1 Currently his website has him
running for mayor saying, “I am
running for the office of Mayor of
West U. because I see enormous
opportunities to further improve this
community, and have the expertise
and experience to diligently ex-
plore them.” However, he filed to
run for a council position.

of masonry and plaster. The plans
follow the setbacks, height restric-
tions, and other limitations to resi-
dential zoning for the area. This
actually makes for more pervious
area on the site and greater space
between the building and the prop-
erty lines.

They are going for a LEED ac-
creditation on the building.
The project would include rede-
sign and construction of the neigh-
boring parking lots creating a uni-
form fence along the entire prop-
erty and creating about a five-foot
curbed buffer between the parking
spaces and the houses on Rice Blvd.
Improving drainage is also on the
list of goals for the parking area.

Another exception is being
asked for properties on Amherst.
According to their request, they
hope to create 40 – 45 parking
spaces on the properties by turning
them into parking lots available for
use to the whole community.

The ZBA deferred the hearing

Hearing from page 1

until March 26 to assimilate addi-
tional information especially in re-
gards to traffic.

They have done two traffic stud-
ies, one by Walter P. Moore, the
company the city usually uses; an-
other was done by TEI.

The attendance at the current
center that is on Amherst is 51
students on Sunday and 72 on
Wednesday. The church is only
expecting a 1% annual growth, but
the building is being built for 240
capacity.

If they get both exceptions, then
the two properties will increase the
off street parking by 42 percent.
One of the studies said that the
parking capacity in general, both
city and church, the demand is over
100% of current parking, so people
are looking for parking spaces. By
adding the off street parking it still
only brings off street parking to
95% of demand.

ZBA asked for a third party re-
view of the traffic studies, done by
neither Moore or TEI, to be re-
quested by city staff. They also
wanted a letter from Patrick Walters
of Public Works on utility usage.
Board members also wanted a traf-
fic engineer at the next meeting
who could answer questions con-
cerning traffic.

One resident asked if the 3900
block of Milton, the block that has
houses on one side and Huffington

Park on the Southside and is across
the street from the proposed facil-
ity, had been included in the study.

The answer was that it had not
been included.

He also pointed out there is an
impact on the infrastructure. If the
city is going move the facility to
Dincans for $2 million dollars that
is an impact to the infrastructure.

The St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School Destination Imagination (D.I.) team
placed 2nd at the Gulf Coast Regional D.I. Competition and will be heading to
State! The Gulf Coast Regional competition was held at Cypress Ranch High
School. The SVdP Team competes in the “Feary Tales” category. This year
the team, coached by 5th Grade teacher Mr. Shaw, is known as “The Seven
Leaf Clovers” and is comprised of 4th Graders Kate Pesek, Bailey Raymond,
Peyton Tan and 5th Graders Amanda Butz, Sofia Iero, Ryan Hogan, and
Shawn Varkey. By virtue of placing in the top 2, The Seven Leaf Clovers will
compete at the State tournament to be held in Dallas on April 10 & 11.  This
marks the second consecutive year that St. Vincent de Paul has had a team
qualify for State D.I. competition.


