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The 2015 West University Little League Season begins
Saturday, March 7th with its Opening Day Ceremony,
Carnival and Bazaar. Thanks to the generosity of Cadence
Bank, the Carnival’s Grand Sponsor, the event is free and
open to the public.

The Carnival will begin after Opening Ceremonies,
from 11 a.m.-2:30 p.m. on the south side of West Univer-
sity Elementary School in the 3700 block of University
Blvd. The “Go Green” Carnival is an annual event which
is enthusiastically anticipated by players and their fami-
lies. From giant inflatables, a rock wall, and dozens of
games, to the ever-popular confetti eggs, there will be
something for all ages to enjoy. Capture the memories of
the day at the Celebri-T’s photo booth. There will also be
local retail vendors offering items at the Bazaar: Lariats by
Lily, Stella & Dot, Savvy & Grace, Jamberry, and Harlan
& Co. Wristbands, arm sleeves and sports necklaces
available for sale in various team colors.

James Coney Island will serve hot dogs, hamburgers
and Greek salads to those who pre-purchased meal tickets.
Lunch items will also be offered for purchase, including
Chick-Fil-A, Collina’s Pizza and the Taco Nuts food
truck. An array of sweet treats and desserts will be avail-
able from Grizzaffi Coffee, Michael’s Cookie Jar, Dippin’
Dots and Kona Ice.

The Co-Chairs of this spring’s event, Monica Moursund,
Jennifer Dellinger, Molly Khalil and Alisa Mengwasser
encourage families to come out and join in the festivities,
and guarantee a fun-filled day for all!

West University Little League is one of the largest little
leagues in the world with approximately 1,300 players.
WULL offers baseball from the Tadpole division (5 years
old) through the Senior division (15 and 16-year olds).
Registration dues cover only 40 percent of the costs to
operate the League, while the rest of the funds are derived
from concessions, events and dedicated sponsors.

Capitol Improvement Meeting
Councilmember Ellen Cohen will host a District C

annual Capital Improvement Plan Meeting on Wednes-
day, March 4,  at 6:30 p.m. at the West Gray Metropolitan
Multi-Service Center. Additional parking for the event
will be available in the back of the center and may be
accessed on Haddon Street.

The Public Works and Engineering Department and
others plan to present upcoming infrastructure projects
that will affect the district. In addition, information will
be available on the crafting of Houston’s General Plan
and of the Arts and Cultural Plan. A portion of the
meeting will be devoted to questions and comments from
the community and the meeting will be archived online
via HTV.
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Two More Candidates File for West U. Council

Bluebonnet Bash
SVdP third and fourth graders who read 15 bluebonnet

books, passed ten quizzes, and did five projects on the
books were rewarded with a field trip to Palace Bowling
Lanes on Thursday. Pictured with the students is Shelley
James, the school librarian.

B y B e n B a l l a n f a n t
West University City

Council, on the first of two
readings, amended and then
passed a new zoning ordi-
nance for non-single family
residential districts last week.
The section they struck could
be a problem.

The Zoning and Planning
Commission worked on
these zoning changes for
about a year. They have held
many open meetings and had
lots of public input. The ZPC
crafted an ordinance paying
particular attention to when
Prior Non-Conforming

West U. Council Strikes Key Provision in
Ordinance to Revise Downtown Zoning

[PNC] status in the Town
Center would be lost or could
be continued.

They expressed in previ-
ous meetings that they be-
lieved having some allow-
ances for being able to main-
tain PNC status after a casu-
alty not only met with resi-
dents desires, but made philo-
sophical sense.

Several ZPC members ex-
pressed the idea that if a prop-
erty owner was forced to re-
build through no action of
their own (loss of property in
a disaster), they shouldn’t be
penalized for it.

By the time the ZPC pre-
sented the final draft of the
new zoning, they had a well-
honed piece that allowed for
redevelopment in Town Cen-
ter, but held it to relatively
the same size, while also al-
lowing special exceptions in
case of disaster.

ZPC Chair Richard Wil-
son told council, “At the time
the language that was in the
preliminary report that was
drafted, the ZPC was focused
more on the size of buildings
that could be rebuilt [in case
of a disaster] and not focused
quite so much or really at all

on the location of the build-
ings within the lot.

“The history to that is dur-
ing a lot of the public com-
ment session we had there
was a strong consensus, I
would say from the public,
that nobody really wanted the
Town Center getting any big-
ger, but people were com-
fortable with Town Center
staying the same size that it
was and one of the things
that has been driving this
Town Center rezoning exer-
cise is the fact that all of the
properties there are non-com-

See Ordinance page 16

B y B e n B a l l a n f a n t
Two more residents have

filed for the upcoming city
council election: Steven
Segal and Sonny Brandtner.

Steven Segal has served
on council previously. His
first streak on council was
from 2003 until 2007 and he
did one more term from 2009
to 2011.

A resident for 43 years,
he raised two children in
West U. and now has two

grandchildren living in West
U., 8 and 3 years old.

“I ran for mayor against
Bob Fry and I didn’t win, so
I took a break and I have
come back because I have
been encouraged by several
people and I still feel like I
can contribute,” he gives as
the reasons for putting his
hat back into the ring.

He is currently undecided
on the issue that has been
drawing so much attention

from the community, the pro-
spective land swap.

“I am waiting to see what
the survey shows. I am not
drawing any lines until more
information is provided.”

Just like his previous runs,
he is keeping things simple,
“I spend under $500 and I
will not accept contributions
and I was successful three
times. People either know me
or don’t know me, I am not
trying to reinvent myself. I

am happy to be included in
the list. There are eight people
running. I hope we have bet-
ter than 20% turnout.

“I see this as applying for
a job. It isn’t such a political
position as it is a community
arrangement. It can be disap-
pointing when only 80% of
your bosses don’t make a
choice.”

Sonny Brandtner has not
served on council before,

See Candidates page 9

B y B e n B a l l a n f a n t
A full council chamber

was witness to the latest West
University Zoning Board of
Adjustment meeting.

Almost to a person the
audience was in attendance
for the two items on the
docket concerning excep-
tions for land involved in the
proposed land swap between
the city and West University
Baptist Church. Even after
the two other items on the
docket were finished, only
five to seven people left.

There were two requests
to be included as “parties” to
the application. The two were
Brennan Reilly and David

ZBA Continues Hearing Until March 26
Kuykendall. Reilly deferred
to Kuykendall. Kuykendall
was offering to represent
those that live along Milton.
He is the nearest neighbor on
Milton that could make it to
the meeting.

He made the point that
the traffic and parking are of
immediate concern to the
neighborhood.

Jim Dougherty was act-
ing as council to the ZBA
because the city is a part of
the application, therefore
City Attorney Alan Petrov
couldn’t fill that role.

The property at 3826
Milton is currently owned
by the city, but the church

was granted limited power
of attorney over that land by
W.U. City Mgr. Michael
Ross. This is why the inde-
pendent council was needed
for the ZBA.

Dougherty started out the
meeting by explaining what
a special exception is; it is
discretionary as opposed to
procedural and requires four
out of five votes. A special
exception is permission for
something that is already al-
lowed for something that is
site specific and already in
line with the existing zoning
ordinance.

The items that ZBA can
consider are on street park-

ing, parking in general, traf-
fic, impact to the public utili-
ties, and impact to city infra-
structure. The exception has
to be accessory to a lawful
primary use. It has to be com-
patible with the neighbor-
hood. ZBA can make condi-
tions if they grant the excep-
tion.

The Church presented
some plans for the site, very
similar to what they had
shown in a meeting they
hosted earlier in the year.
The proposed youth center
would be a 7,200 sq. ft. build-
ing design to look like a resi-
dential home with a façade

See Hearing page 9
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