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Greenbriar Reconstruction Meeting
Council Member Ellen Cohen and Houston’s Depart-

ment of Public Works & Engineering will hold an open
house and presentation about the coming reconstruction
of Greenbriar Street. The project will improve Greenbriar
Street between Rice and W. Holcombe Boulevards.
Improvements will include new pavement, new under-
ground utilities, wider sidewalks, and improved inter-
sections for safer pedestrian crossing. The meeting will
be held on Thursday, May 7, from 6-7:30 at Roberts
Elementary School, 6000 Greenbriar.

Roberts Elementary Carnival
Roberts Elementary is having its 37th annual spring

carnival on Saturday, May 2, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. on the
school grounds, 6000 Greenbriar.  This year’s theme is
horse racing with the tag line “Race on Down to the
Roberts Carnival.”

The carnival will feature inflatable pony races, a
dress-up derby photo booth, a derby hat making contest,
a mechanical bull, wrecking ball ride, rock climbing,
bouncy houses, train ride, karaoke, sweet shop, arts and
crafts, used book sale, craft vendors, confetti eggs and
your favorite carnival games and yummy carnival food!!

There will also be two food
trucks: Good Dog Houston (Gour-
met Hot Dogs) and Moon Rooster
(Mexican food). Tickets are 50¢
and games and rides cost between
1 to 6 tickets. Wristbands entitling
you to unlimited games and rides
cost $22 per person.

Cash only.  The carnival is al-
ways a fun-filled event so bring
the entire family and race on down
to the Roberts carnival!!

Early Voting Underway
Both West University and Southside

Place have municipal elections
in May, with Early Voting
now open through Tuesday,

May 5.  Regular election day is
on Saturday, May 9.

Voters in both cities may go to
their respective city hall to cast

their ballot. Southside City Hall is
located at 6309 Edloe.  West Univer-

sity City Hall is located at 3800 University.
For the first time ever, West University residents will

not only vote at City Hall during early voting, they will
also cast their regular election day ballots there. In the
past, West U. voters have gone to voting locations in each
precinct to cast their ballots. This year, the precincts have
been consolidated so that there is only one voting location
- at City Hall. Don’t forget: you must have a photo ID to
vote!

Saint Vincent DePaul Catholic School Chess Club won 3rd
place in the Elementary Division at KIPP Spirit Middle School
Chess Tournament. Team members are Luke Tholany,
Anthony Equale, Mabyn Coleman, Andrew Buettgen and
Coach Nathan Kinman. Individual awards were also given to
Luke, Mabyn and Andrew.

Only One Contested Race in Southside
B y B e n B a l l a n f a n t

Southside has an election
on May 9th. While many past
elections have been canceled
because all candidates ran
unopposed, this will be two
elections in a row that will
have gone to a vote.

Councilman Raja Mawad
is running for reelection
against Jennifer Anderson for
Council Position #3.
Mawad grew up in Southside
and went to St. John’s School

B y K a t h l e e n B a l l a n f a n t
On the eve of West

University’s city council
election, one current council
member has sent out a mail-
ing effectively establishing
his own slate of candidates
who he says will look out for
the interests of West Univer-
sity Baptist Church.

That councilmember – Ed
Heathcott – is also a deacon
in West University Baptist

for most of his grade school
years.

He moved away to New
Orleans for college, then
moved back to Southside
Place quickly as it was his
beloved home.

Now he runs a hedge fund
during the day, and he is fin-
ishing his second term as a
Southside Place Council
member. He is looking for-
ward to a third term.

“It has been interesting.

There are a litany of things
you don’t understand or
know about when you live in
a municipality. Then [when
you serve on council] you
start looking under the hood
with budgets, certain
projects, the ad valorum
taxes.

“Now I have really started
to learn and understand some
of the minutia that comes
with the day-to-day opera-
tions of the city. It’s really

cool to start seeing what goes
into the sewage operation,
the maintenance operation,
and more that you take for
granted on a daily basis. Now
I am much more apprecia-
tive,” says Mawad.

Anderson declined being
interviewed saying that she
wanted to run a low key cam-
paign.

Andy Chan is running un-
opposed for Council posi-

See Southside page 16
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West U. Council Member Urges Church
Members to Elect Fellow Deacon to Council

Church and was the
councilmember who made
the motion last fall to go for-
ward with a land swap with
the church. After public out-
cry about his potential con-
flict of interest, Heathcott
recused himself from voting
on the issue.

But now, in a letter to
fellow church members, he
advises them to vote another
WUBC church deacon into a

council position and coun-
sels that two other candidates
would also look out for the
desires of the church.

Heathcott says Bruce
Beneke, a West U. Baptist
deacon, Steven Segal and
Philip Snyder should be
voted into office. He also
says that Susan Sample, who
is unopposed for the office
of mayor, will protect the
church from “illegal restric-

tions” on its growth.
Heathcott’s reference to “il-

legal restrictions” immedi-
ately drew fire from one of
the candidates he did not en-
dorse.

Former West U. Mayor
Bob Kelly took umbrage with
Heathcott’s verbiage, saying
that no one had proposed
anything illegal. He fired off
an email to current council

See Deacon page 16

B y M i c h e l l e L e i g h S m i t h
The Girl Scouts of San

Jacinto Council honored Y.
Ping Sun, wife of Rice Uni-
versity President David
Leebron, at their 5th Annual
Luncheon. She was the sole
honoree Thursday at the
Hyatt Regency Hotel and
received a proclamation from
Councilmember Ellen
Cohen, District C.

“Ping is scary smart and
she’s brought the whole city
of Houston in to Rice to show
them there is a place for ev-
erybody,” says Susie
Glasscock.

“Ping embodies success,
as an attorney, as a wife, as a
role model,” says Sara Jane
Wilson, with whom Sun
started a Girl Scout troop at
St. John’s School, where

Rice University’s First Lady Honored by Girl Scouts

Y. Ping Sun receives a proclamation in her honor from Houston
City Council Member Ellen Cohen.

Sun’s daughter, Merissa, is a
student.

“Ping has been a long-
time supporter of Girl Scouts
and has used her personal
and professional success to
make a positive investment
in our community,” said
Mary Vitek, CEO of GSSJC.
“For that she is truly an in-
spiration to our girls, volun-
teers and supporters and we
are grateful to recognize her
as our 2015 honoree.”

“I know there was no Girl
Scouts when I was growing
up,” Ping says. Her deter-
mined smile and elegant de-
meanor belie a strength she
found as a young woman.
She’d seen her grandmother
face down the Red Guards
when they came to take her
grandfather, falsely accusing

him of being a spy. She rode
her bike to the Ministry of
Education office for many
miles every other day in or-
der to apply for the opportu-

nity to come to America to
study.

“My grandmother also
taught me to care for others,”

See Scouts page 13


