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West U. Council “Endorses” Facilities Plan in
Last Meeting Before New Council Takes OverBalloon Twisting Workshop

Children are fascinated by balloons twisted in the
shape of animals, swords or flowers. On Wednesday, June
10, at 3 p.m., children ages 6 to 12 years will have the
opportunity to learn how to twist balloons in a workshop
led by Teri Stokes. Teri is an expert balloon artist and her
alter ego is Happy Heart the Clown. All supplies are
provided for children to make a select number of balloon
creations. Call (713) 668-8273 for information. The Li-
brary is located at 6108 Auden.

A simple donation of a
used laptop could make a
huge difference in the life of
an HIV-positive Malawian
teenager’s transition to adult-
hood, helping them cultivate
important computer literacy
skills that could result in bet-
ter job opportunities.

A pilot program in the
Baylor College of Medicine
International Pediatric AIDS
Initiative (BIPAI) at Texas
Children’s Hospital’s
Malawi Children’s Center of
Excellence has already
proved successful and is
looking to expand within
BIPAI’s network of pediat-
ric HIV/AIDS and primary
care centers throughout Af-
rica – with the help of do-

B y B e n B a l l a n f a n t
In their last meeting be-

fore leaving office, West Uni-
versity City Council en-
dorsed the final draft of the
Long-Range Facilities Mas-
ter Plan with a few changes,
but left approval up to the
incoming council.

According to the agenda,
in August of 2014 City Coun-
cil authorized an update to
the 2006 Facility Master
Plan. The goal of the Facili-
ties Master Plan Update is to
identify the space needs for

each department of the City
of West University Place and
to create a facilities plan to
satisfy these needs. The fa-
cilities plan will enable the
City of West University Place
to continue to provide high
quality services to the citi-
zens of West University
Place at a level established
by the City Council.

This does include possible
property swaps with West
University Baptist Church
and even just purchasing
properties on the block city

hall is on.
Mayor Bob Fry gave a bit

of history as to why council
thought updating the plan
was so important. “This plan
actually came to my mind
back in 2013 when we had
the rededication of the library
- for the 60th anniversary I
think it was. In a conversa-
tion with the head of the
Harris County Library De-
partment at the time he had
said, ‘You know this library
is obsolete. With all the rapid
changes that have occurred

and are occurring in library
science have made what we
are doing here obsolete rap-
idly. Eventually you will
have to think about that.’
Which got me thinking about
it.

“As we started talking
about that building, we real-
ized that building was built
in the early ‘60s. It has all
kinds of maintenance prob-
lems and keeps getting more
and more maintenance prob-
lems. So at some point that

See Plan page 16

The Southside Place Po-
lice Department arrested
Ting Zhang, an Asian / Pa-
cific Islander female, 39,  on
Wednesday, May 20, after
an investigation that occurred
at 6800 Academy Boulevard.

Southside Police Lieuten-
ant Al Baker reported that
the suspect had left a two-
year-old youngster unat-

Kids Writing
Honors

St. Vincent de Paul Catho-
lic School’s second grade
student Ellie Keeler was se-
lected as one of the top 35
out of over 800 entries in the
2015 Houston Public Media
PBS KIDS Writers Contest -
a contest for Kindergarten
through 3rd grade students
throughout the Houston-
a r e a .
Ellie’s winning essay was
entitled “Presidents And
Their Time Machines.” The
city-wide winners were cel-
ebrated at The Children’s
Museum of Houston on May
9.

Ellie Keeler

Southside Resident Arrested for Child Endangerment
tended at their area home at
approximately 3:15 p.m. on
Wednesday. Zhang left her
residence to pick up an older
sibling at an area elementary
school.

While Zhang was gone,
the little girl exited the apart-
ment either by unlocking the
front door or through an un-
locked front door. The child

began crying and screaming
for an adult. A neighbor
picked up the two-year-old
and contacted authorities.

The Southside Place Po-
lice Department’s Officer K.
Hrachovy responded and se-
cured the child’s safety and
began the investigation. The
West University Fire / EMS
responded and provided im-

mediate emergency evalua-
tion of the child and deter-
mined that the child did not
appear injured or the victim
of any trauma while she had
been left unattended.

The Southside Place Po-
lice Department, out of an
abundance of caution and due
to other unexplained possible

See Child page 16

Members of the West University Elementary School
Foundation gathered last week for a groundbreaking
ceremony marking the start of renovations on the
playground at University and Edloe. The Foundation is
providing funding for the upgrade.

Donated Laptops Help HIV-Positive Teens in
Africa Transition to Adulthood

nated laptop computers.
“Old laptop computers

might not be worth much to
some people, but they are
invaluable to my kids in
Malawi,” said Foster
Corrigan, who initiated the
computer training program
while working in the BIPAI
Malawi Teen Club. “These
are bright and talented teen-
agers who have survived into
adolescence and now need
positive relationships, life
skills and peer mentoring.”

Since the Baylor College
of Medicine-Abbott Fund
Children’s Clinical Centre of
Excellence-Malawi’s incep-
tion on November 2, 2006,
there has been a significant
reduction of pediatric HIV/

AID related deaths, result-
ing in a new and good prob-
lem for BIPAI – children
with HIV/AIDS living longer
and an increased need for
resources to transition them
to adulthood. Hence,
BIPAI’s Teen Club was es-
tablished to provide them
important social support—
by families, peers and adult
role models— and to encour-
age medication adherence,
disclosure, proper nutrition
and other healthy behaviors.

Corrigan, 19, is currently
participating in a gap year at
BIPAI’s Malawi clinical cen-
ter of excellence and saw the
need for a computer literacy
program while working with
the Teen Club.

“Ultimately, the goal
of my program is to help
these teens have an easier
transition to adulthood and
job skills,” said Corrigan.
“Having computer skills
could set them apart from
other job applicants and
help secure better oppor-
tunities.”

To start, Corrigan was
able to acquire donated lap
top computers with the
help of the Houston-based
attorneys of the interna-
tional law firm of Baker &
McKenzie LLP. Baylor Col-
lege of Medicine assisted
with clearing of all data off
the computers and transpor-
tation to Malawi. He initi-
ated a program with about 25

Foster Corrigan is shown working with Malawi teens who received
donated laptops.

kids.
Corrigan developed a

computer literacy curriculum
that teaches the teenagers
basic computer vocabulary,
how to operate a computer

and navigate the Internet and
provides software classes
such as Microsoft office.

The program was very
well received, Corrigan said.

See Teens page 16


