
Village News / Southwest News ◆ December 30, 2014 9Village News / Southwest News ◆ December 30, 2014

“I think the City recognized it
was a mistake to bring it up before
council without having input from
the entire community,” says Ed
Wolff, 2014 governmental affairs
chair for Houston Association of
Realtors and a property owner in
Montrose. “The Councilmembers
rectified that by delaying any deci-
sion on it.  Hopefully they will be
holding community workshops and
get the input necessary to insure
that they are doing the right thing
by both Midtown and Montrose
residents. The key fact is that an-
nexation into an existing TIRZ re-
quires a reorganization of the TIRZ
board to represent all areas of the
new footprint.”

During the first public meeting
on the issue in the Jerabeck Center
at the University of St. Thomas last
week, a standing room-only crowd
reviewed the proposal and provided
the first round of input. The meet-
ing was hosted by Cohen and City
Councilman David Robinson, At-
Large, 2, David Goldberg, Agenda
Director, and his team.  Robinson
paid for the parking.

“I’m pleased my colleagues
voted to delay this proposal until
the affected neighborhoods have
the opportunity to have their voices
heard,” says Cohen.  “Stakeholder
meetings will continue through the
next several months and, should
the community consensus be to
move forward with this or an
amended expansion, the matter will
likely be back before Council dur-
ing Spring of 2015.  I look forward
to an inclusive and transparent pro-
cess.”

In a TIRZ, tax revenues within
the zone are frozen at a base level
and amounts collected higher than
the base (the increment) are chan-
neled back into the zone to pay for
capital improvements. There has
been criticism that a TIRZ local-
izes tax dollars as opposed to being
a part of funding that goes into
growth of the city at large.

Councilman David Robinson,
an architect who served for a de-
cade as an officer in the Neartown
(Montrose) Association, says, “I
think we had a very good meeting.
It’s a process familiar to
Montrosians – to convene in a pub-
lic space and this was a time to air
concerns about the proposed an-
nexation in favor of a more trans-
parent process. Hopefully the map
and the representation of officers
will be more thoroughly vetted.”

 As president of the citywide
Super Neighborhood Alliance,
Robinson is the first licensed archi-
tect to serve the city as a commis-
sioner since the 1970’s. He also
contributed to the development and
production of the master planning
document for the campus of the
Texas Children’s Hospital.

The TIRZ financing plan must
include: a detailed list describing
the estimated project costs of the

zone, including administrative ex-
penses; a statement listing the kind,
number, and location of all pro-
posed public works or public im-
provements in the zone; an eco-
nomic feasibility study; the esti-
mated amount of bonded indebted-
ness to be incurred; the time when
related costs or monetary obliga-
tions are to be incurred; a descrip-
tion of the methods of financing all
estimated project costs and the ex-

TIRZ from page 1 pected sources of revenue to fi-
nance or pay project costs, includ-
ing the percentage of tax increment
to be derived from the property
taxes of each taxing unit that levies
taxes on real property in the zone;
the current total appraised value of
taxable real property in the zone;
the estimated captured appraised
value of the zone during each year
of its existence; and the duration of
the zone.

The St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School Varsity girls basketball team
participated in the Bellaire High School “Public Middle School Basketball
Tournament”. They battled it out in their first game but lost to Johnston Middle
School 20-21, and then dominated against West Briar 25-18 and Welch 28-13
to win the Consolation Bracket. Team members include: Kate Williford,
Kathleen Leyendecker, Hannah Streitmann, Caroline Kherkher, Allison Clark,
Chloe Alff, Samantha Steely, Katya Smith and Delaney Kelly. Coaches: Israel
Chandler and Charles Jackson.

Midtown/Montrose residents line up to speak to issues concerning expanding
the TIRZ.

UT Doctor Chairs SRG
Bruce Kone, M.D., professor in the Division of Renal Diseases and

Hypertension at The University of Texas Health Science Center at
Houston, has been named chairman of a Scientific Review Group  that
evaluates training grants and career development award applications for
the National Institutes of Health. It is called the Kidney, Urologic and

Bruce Kone, M.D.

Hematologic Diseases SRG.
Each year, the NIH invests more

than $30 billion in medical research
through competitive grants awarded
to more than 300,000 researchers at
more than 2,500 universities, medi-
cal schools and other research insti-
tutions in all 50 states and around the
world. The NIH Center for Scientific
Review assigns these requests for
financial support to Scientific Re-
view Groups and Kone chairs the 21-
member panel that screens applica-
tions for the NIH’s National Institute
of Diabetes and Digestive and Kid-
ney Diseases. His term extends
through June 30, 2017.


