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St. Vincent de Paul Legacy Wall
In honor of St. Vincent de Paul school’s 70th anniver-

sary students are helping create a mosaic mural that will
be outside the church for all to appreciate just in time for
the church’s 75th anniversary in 2015. Each original tile
will be hand sculpted and painted under the direction of
art teacher Ann Harris and SVdP Mom Katy Antill.

Katy Antill helps Evie Tan stamp her family name on a tile.

B y M i c h e l l e L e i g h S m i t h
Earlier this year, Rice Vil-

lage retailers began hearing
rumblings about new man-
agement of The Village Ar-
cade, the 193,000 sq. ft. com-
mercial development that
Weingarten introduced in
Rice Village in the late 80s.
Owner Rice Management
Company has engaged
Trademark Properties Com-
pany, a Ft. Worth-based de-
velopment firm, to refresh
the retail selection.

Many hope this means the
return to some of the unique
charm of the Rice Village,

Changes Coming for Rice Village Arcade
which opened in the 1930s.
Memories of Variety Fair 5
& 10 cent store on Rice, the
original Rice Food Market,
World Toy and Gift shop next
to The Village theater are
embedded in the childhoods
of the Greatest Generation
and some long to recapture
that spirit.

“I really miss the store
where the lady could fix china
that had been broken to
smithereens!” says Helen
Perry, one of eight children
who spent many weekends
roaming the Village and then
meeting her parents at

Alfred’s for brownies and ice
cream. Ezra Charles also has
fond memories of Alfred’s
Delicatessen, Ed Nirken’s
University Men and Boy’s
Shop, and Evan’s Music
City.

“I had a boyfriend’s friend
break an antique my mother
gave me at a party,” recalls
former Houston City
Councilmember Melissa
Noriega. “I was at my wits
end because it had been spe-
cial in the family for genera-
tions. I asked around and my
research led me to the Rice
Village. They restored it and

my momma never knew.”
Tommy Miller, managing

director of Trademark Prop-
erties, says he remembers
dining at Alfred’s in the ‘70s
and hopes to bring more qual-
ity restaurants as well as
emerging retailers to the mix.
Currently,  the three build-
ings feature 50 stores and
restaurants.

“We’re not going to do
anything that we don’t get
buy-in from the neighbor-
hoods and the  university,”
Miller says.   “The neighbor-
hood has such a special con-

See Arcade page 16
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Beware Traffic Snarl on Bissonnet at Kirby
B y B e n B a l l a n f a n t

The Upper Kirby District
is continuing their infrastruc-
ture projects south of High-
way 59/I 69 with the start of
their project on Bissonnet
from Buffalo to Kirby Dr.

“This is done with the
same model that we did on
Kirby and Buffalo Spdwy.

south of the freeway. Basi-
cally we build two duct
banks: one for electric and
one for telecom. Then you
asphalt over it and turn it
over to utilities so they can
pull their lines through the
duct banks and make their
connections so no one will
be without power or other

services.
“Then the utility compa-

nies remove the over-head
lines and associated poles.
After that the UKD comes
back in and removes the tem-
porary asphalt and we begin
storm and sanitary water up-
grades so it will meet not
only code but projected fu-
ture growth needs as well.
We then repave the road and
then do the pedestrian light-
ing and other streetscape
improvements,” says UKD
Deputy Director Travis
Younkin.

While each street UKD
has redone in recent years
has been an improvement to
the road’s surface, Younkin
is particularly proud of the
added walkability in this
case.

“It takes a drainage project
and infrastructure project and
gets an aesthetic improve-
ment project on top of it to
make the area more func-
tional and comfortable.
There is no sidewalk on the
north side currently, but there
will be when we are done.

“It isn’t a good environ-
ment for walking currently.
This will make it ADA com-
pliant and walkable. This will
be the first time Bissonnet
has been accessible for pe-
destrians to all the Kirby busi-

nesses,” he says.
The utility piece will be a

four month, $4.8 million
project. The meat of the
project, the drainage, sani-
tary, roadway and
streetscape, will be about
$10-11 million, but that is
merely an estimate as that
portion has not been bid yet.
From Kirby to Buffalo there
will not be much impact to
the median.

“We are preserving the
trees and redoing the median
to be ADA compliant and
putting in irrigation,” says
Younkin

“There will be a down
period after we pay the first
phase contractor in which the
utility companies will take
care of their part while the
temporary asphalt is in use
as a roadway.”

Once UKD gets the green
light they will bid the road-
way contract. According to
Younkin it will probably take
about a year to complete the
roadway phase.

In the not-immediate-fu-
ture, Buffalo to Edloe will be
done as well, but that may be
as much as 10 years out.
Getting the asphalt on Kirby
south of 59 out and concrete
in is a higher priority right
now. There is so much traf-

See Traffic page 16

St. Paul’s Children’s Library
Dedicated to Zane Ann Tigett

Zane Ann Tigett was
honored by St. Paul’s
School and Church with
the dedication of the St.
Paul’s  Children’s Li-
brary in her name.

She was director of
the school from 1979 to
2008, teaching there for
five years prior to that.
Under her leadership,
St. Paul’s School was
the first in Houston to
be accredited by the
National Association
for Childhood Educa-
tion, a status the school
has continued to main-
tain.

Southside Place Celebrates 90th Birthday!
The City of Southside Place celebrated 90 years on Sunday and held a birthday party

in Fire Truck Park.  They took a giant “selfie,” had a barbershop quartet, James Coney
Island and more!
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