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Technology Fair at St. Vincent’s
St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School has conducted its

first annual Technology Fair showcasing the middle
school students’ technology talents in six
categories. Students participating in 3D modeling brought
their creations to life using CAD software while the
graphic design competition allowed students to create

Houston Marathon on Sunday
On Sunday, January 17, the annual Chevron Houston

Marathon will come through West University Place.
Homes in West University Place and Southside Place,
located along or near the race route, may be affected by
road closures and/or announcements from the live band
and public announcement booth in front of City Hall.

The marathon course travels west along University
Blvd. from Kirby, turning north on Weslayan to Bissonnet.
Please be advised that traffic will be restricted when the
streets close at approximately 6:30 a.m. until the streets
reopen at approximately 10:30 a.m. Visit
www.chevronhoustonmarathon.com for an entire listing
of street closures.

The West University Place Police Dept. requests that
all vehicles parked on the roadway along the race route be
relocated prior to the event.

The public is invited to line up along the race route and
cheer on these remarkable athletes! For questions or
further information, contact Susan White at
swhite@westutx.gov or (713) 662-5367.

Huckleberry Park  in Braeswood Place, on
the corner of Braes Blvd. and Aberdeen Way, is
transforming into a neighborhood SPARK park
with green space that will be available to the
entire community outside of school hours.

The first improvement to the park is a GaGa
Ball Pit that was designed and built by Scott
Stegink as his Eagle Scout project. GaGa Ball is
a gentler form of dodge ball played in an octago-
nal pit and is a widely popular game with kids.

Scott is a Life Scout with BSA Troop 46
(sponsored by St. Luke’s UMC), and he com-
pleted his Eagle Scout project over the recent winter break at
Mark Twain Elementary, home of Huckleberry Park. Scott
attended Mark Twain for six years, graduated in 2011, and is
now a sophomore at Lamar HS.

HISD May Rename 8 Schools to “Represent the
Values and Diversity of the School District”

The Houston Independent
School District Board of
Education on Thursday is ex-
pected to consider a resolu-
tion that would begin the pro-
cess of renaming schools in
order to represent the values
and diversity of the school
district, in accordance with
the district’s non-discrimi-
nation policies.

The resolution was
brought forward by Board
President Rhonda Skillern-
Jones. It would affect eight
schools: Henry Grady, Rich-
ard Dowling, Thomas

Name Change Would Be Considered for Lanier Middle School
“Stonewall” Jackson, Albert
Sidney Johnston, and Sidney
Lanier middle schools, and
Jefferson Davis, John
Reagan, and Lee high
schools.

If the resolution is ap-
proved, each campus would
be required to form a school-
naming committee com-
prised of diverse staff, stu-
dents, parents, and school
stakeholders. That commit-
tee would be charged with
exploring school renaming
options that adhere to board
guidelines and submitting

recommendations to trustees
by May.

In October, the board re-
vised the district’s policy for
naming and renaming school
buildings and other district
facilities. The updated policy
outlined a process by which
school board trustees may
initiate the renaming of a fa-
cility, if they believe it to be
in the best interest of the dis-
trict.

If the current measure is
approved on Thursday, HISD
and the eight schools will
work to ensure each school

community has a voice in the
decision-making process and
recommends a name that rep-
resents the mission, spirit,
culture and success of each
campus.

Also on Thursday, the
Board of Education is ex-
pected to consider several
other proposals being
brought forward by the Board
President:

• Consider a plan calling
for the evaluation of atten-
dance zone boundaries for
all schools within HISD. The

See HISD page 15
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Pct. 1 Deputy Constable Tracie Mathews-Segura checks a
car seat to make sure baby’s car seat is safely installed.

Make Sure Your Baby is Safe!
Did you know 4 out of 5 child car seats are incorrectly

installed? Could yours be one of them? Learn how to
secure your children the right way!

Harris County Pct. One Constable Alan Rosen will
offer  free child passenger safety seat checks on Saturday,
January 16, from 8 a.m. - noon in the parking lot of
Prosperity Bank, 5123 Bellaire Blvd. Check-ups will take
approximately 30 minutes per seat. The event will be
rescheduled if it rains. Certified Technicians will check
each child safety seat for: recall/expiration; proper work-
ing parts; teach parents, correct usage of their child’s
safety seat and installation techniques.

To make an appointment call Deputy Tracie Mathews-
Segura at (713) 755-7677 or email Tracie.Mathews-
Segura@cn1.hctx.net. Drive-ins are welcome, but those
with appointments will have priority.

SVdP middle school students and faculty member Kathy
Zimbaldi enjoying the submissions.

and display digital art.  In the game See SVdP page 16

Eagle Scout candidate Scott Stegink designed and built a GaGa Ball Pit at
Mark Twain’s Huckleberry Park.

B y B e n B a l l a n f a n t
West University City

Council had a workshop last
Monday to discuss the scope
of the Facilities Master Plan
Task Force.

Much of the discussion
centered on the Master Plan
inherited from the previous
council. Each current coun-
cil member had a different
take on the document and
what the task force should

Huckleberry Park
Benefits from
Scout Project

“We are excited about the completion of the GaGa Ball
Pit and hope it will add momentum to our current fundraising
efforts to completely revamp the park and make it a SPARK

West U. Council Names Facilities Task Force
do.

“What I got at the end of
the day was we have space
for everybody that works
here today. We have space
for everybody that works
here in 2024, but what we do
have is a couple of buildings
that are desperately in need
of having something done to
them in the short term… to
me that is a more useful topic
for this task force to deal

with,” said Council Member
Mardi Turner.

Brennan Reilly wasn’t in
agreement. He thought many
things in the plan were taken
for granted from previous
plans as well as other needs
in the city that might not be
buildings.

“Some of this I don’t think
is very controversial, like the
number of square feet per
employee, but there are a lot

of things in here I think if you
had a citizen task force look
at it they might say, ‘You
know what I don’t think we
should move the maintenance
facility out of city center.’
They can make, what I call a
policy decision, and then
there would be certain things
that flow from that, like we
aren’t going to move it to
Dincans and more would

Park that will benefit our com- See Park page 16

See West U. Council page
16
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Chess Club for Children

at West U. Library
The response was so over-

whelming for the Thursday
children’s chess club that it has
been moved to Tuesdays.

Children ages 5 and up are in-
vited to play and learn chess at the
West University Library.  The chess
club will meet every Tuesday af-
ternoon from 4-5 p.m. at the Senior
Center, next door to the Library.
Each week will start with some
instruction from an expert com-
petitive chess player who is a Rice
University student.  No prior expe-
rience is necessary.

This program is for children ages
5 years and older. The Library is
located at 6108 Auden.  Call (713)
668-8273 for information.

flow from that like what are we
going to do with Dincans?”

He pointed out it isn’t just about
buildings. The city has a valuable
empty piece of land that could be
used for a ground lease or other
possibilities.

Council Member Burt
Ballanfant agreed with that spe-
cific line of thought.

“In fact, I would like to see any
genuine justification for moving
the maintenance center outside of
the middle of the city. That is the
best operation site it could possibly
be. Everything is equidistance from
the maintenance center. Isn’t that
what you want?”

He made several comments that
showed or flat out stated he didn’t
believe that the city’s buildings
under discussion needed to be re-
placed.

•  “To me this document should
not have the words ‘Master Plan’
on it. At best it is Master Notions.
That’s all this is no engineering
analysis of building by building.”

• “Where is the engineering re-
port that says they [maintenance
facility, library, public work build-
ing] are in worse shape?”

• “There is nothing here that
convinces me that this city has an
imperative to go about redoing
buildings right now. We have spent
enormous amounts of monies on
buildings, whether it is the new
Recreational Center, whether it is
rehabs of this building [city hall].”

Mayor Susan Sample pointed
out that one of the recommenda-
tions is to have the buildings looked
at and have their conditions as-
sessed and said she was for such a
measure.

Reilly made a salient point if such
an action was taken. “I thought it
was unusual that the consultant that
advises on most of our building con-
struction was also the consultant who
did the work on this facilities master
plan. They have an absolute incen-
tive for making recommendations
for new buildings. So if we are going
to do a building assessment we have
to use somebody who we don’t use,
and won’t ever use, for purposes of
doing actual building.”

In the end Turner moved to di-
rect the task force’s scope to four
buildings: the library, the Commu-
nity Center, the Public Works out-
buildings, and the public works
maintenance facility.

Reilly amended her motion to
include the Dincans property, as its
value and options ties into those of
the maintenance facility.

The amended task force direc-
tion passed.

After they decided the task force
scope, council picked 11 members
to make up the committee: Orval
Marlow, Mimi Tsai, David Flame,
Keith Cole, Owen Rutz (Chair),
Brad Burke, Bruce Beneke, David
Kuykendall, Eddie Matthews, Mark
Plagens, and Frank Griffin.

West  U. Council from p. 1
munity,” noted Elaina McNulty,
co-chair for the Huckleberry Park
SPARK project.

Fundraising efforts for Huckle-
berry Park were kicked off last Fall,
a website, www.huckleberry
park.org, is now online and initial
park plans have recently been com-
pleted. The goal for improving the
park is to introduce a community
space to exercise, engage in cre-
ative play and spend time outdoors
with children, all in a secure envi-
ronment. This will enhance the
Mark Twain Elementary students
experience, and allow the commu-
nity to use the park during most
daylight, non-school and summer-
time hours. The park will become a
neighborhood hub to connect and
play with other families.

The SPARK Park Program was
created in Houston in 1983 to de-
velop school parks into neighbor-
hood parks as a way to increase
green space in Houston.

Park from page 1
design category, students created
games using gaming software in-
cluding Scratch and HopScotch. Stu-
dents showcased their musical and
artistic abilities by composing or
remixing songs in the audio produc-
tion competition and displaying pho-
tos in the digital photo production
competition.  In the popular video
production category, students sub-
mitted entries including commer-
cials, music videos, and short films
written, filmed, edited and featuring
SVdP students.  Faculty member
Brindley Drake, SVdP Technology
Coordinator & Middle School Com-
puter Apps spearheaded the Tech-
nology Fair. Over 70 students par-
ticipated in the competition.

SVdP from page 1

E-Mail your  news and photos to:
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Famous Trees
of Texas

Gretchen Riley, Staff Forester and
Partnership Coordinator for Texas
A & M Forest Service, will tell the
stories that trees, which have wit-
nessed exciting events or eras in
Texas history, would tell if  they
could speak, at a special presenta-
tion for the Heritage Society. The
event will be held on Thursday, Jan.
21, from noon-1 p.m. in The Heri-
tage Society Tea Room. Compli-
mentary parking is available behind
the Kellum-Noble House; visitors
should enter the lot from Allen Park-
way inbound. Free for members, $5
for non-members. Guests may bring
a lunch or purchase one for $10.


