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business.
Sometimes shopping on the internet or buying from big national

chain stores results in a less expensive price, but for a few cents
more you will be contributing to a wall of strength against tough
times.

Locally-owned businesses need you and are counting on you
to spend with them.  When you think of buying a new car or new house

- and this is a great time to be a buyer - let our area be the leader to show others
how a community can come together and make a real difference.

If everyone reading this makes a commitment to shop local and patronize, as much
as possible, the local businesses, then we will take control of our economy.  The way

to keep our community economically strong is through spending - keeping our
local businesses strong so they can keep paying salaries and keep the economy

flowing.
America, Texas, and our community is only as strong as we want

it to be. It all begins and ends with you - our local consumer.

We’re all thankful that the economy this holiday season is
better. But what we do and where we shop is still
important. Very important. Every dollar matters!

Please make every effort to support the local businesses in our
community.  These owners are your friends and neighbors. They sit
next to you at church or at the stadium. They sponsor sports teams
and contribute to local causes.  They keep the community going.

They need your business. Your dollars spent in local businesses have three
times the impact on your community as dollars spent at national chains.

A multitude of local businesses, each selecting products based not on a national sales
plan but on their own interests and the needs of their local customers, guarantees a
much broader range of product choices.

This season and for 2015, when your family is thinking about where to spend
money, think of the local families you are sustaining.  Your dollars stay
here in the community, which enable businesses to pay the rent, pay
their employees (many of them your family members) and stay in

B y B e n B a l l a n f a n t
West University City

Council held a special meet-
ing in executive session be-
fore their regularly sched-
uled meeting last Monday to
discuss the city manager po-
sition. After they finished the
meeting and came into the
regular session, they agreed
to contract terms with Chris
Peifer on remaining the City

It’s Official: Peifer Now City Manager
Manager.

Councilman Brennan
Reilly commented, “We
started this process several
months ago when we termi-
nated our previous city man-
ager. I think we have found
an excellent replacement at
minimal cost to the city [less
salary than previous City
manager and didn’t pay a
search firm]. Chris has

agreed to serve as our city
manager… I just can’t com-
mend Chris enough for his
willingness to present to us
an initial draft of employ-
ment agreement that treats
him like all the rest of our
senior staff of the city.

“In the prior agreement
[with the previous city man-
ager] there were all kinds of
special rules about sick leave

and this and that and reim-
bursements. Chris basically
said, ‘I want to be treated
like all the other senior staff
of the city.’ I really com-
mend him for presenting that
to us in the first instance.”

Councilman Burt
Ballanfant agreed, “I just
want to echo Brennan’s com-
ments. We, for several

See Council page 16

Thankful for the Gift of Reading
After a weeklong book drive for Books Between Kids,

the 3rd grade classes at St. Mark’s Episcopal School
reached a school record of books donated. On Wednes-
day, November 18, representatives from Books Between
Kids arrived in three minivans on the St. Mark’s campus
to collect 3,161 books.

This is the second year that 3rd graders have chosen a
book drive benefiting Books Between Kids as their
grade-level outreach project. According to 3rd grader,
Annie Trammell, “I loved seeing how many books we
collected, and I loved performing a skit to tell the whole
school about our book drive!”

Books Between Kids is a non-profit organization
founded in 2012 to serve Houston’s at-risk children by
providing them with books to build their own home
libraries. Books Between Kids strives to change this
scenario by collecting gently used books and distributing
them to children in need.

The Power of One
St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School recently observed

“Power of One” Week, coinciding with Red Ribbon
Week across the nation. Students practiced yoga in gym
class, heard “Too Cool to Smoke” and “Teen Talk”
smoking prevention presentations from M.D. Anderson
and saw the Houston S.P.C.A. present “Animals Get
Bullied, Too: There’s No Excuse for Abuse.”  In hearing
the messages brought to them by the speakers and puppe-
teers, the students learned that each person has the power
to make wise, healthy and positive choices each day.

Pictured are the SVdP choir performing during the
opening cer-
emonies and the
pre-kindergar-
ten students lis-
tening to a pre-
sentation.

Elizondo Retires After 30 Years with West U. Courts

B y B e n B a l l a n f a n t
ReBuild Houston is mak-

ing its way to Dunlavy in the
upcoming years with two
segments, a south and a north,
scheduled to be worked on in
2017 and 2018 respectively.

Rebuild Houston was ap-
proved by voters in 2010 and
is a pay as you go approach
to infrastructure improve-
ments meaning no new debt
and earmarked tax revenue.

Dunlavy Project Soon Underway
This was a needed step as the
city was paying more in in-
terest than it was on streets
and other improvements. The
work will reduce flooding
and improve mobility.

While Dunlavy is cur-
rently in the design phase,
the southern section of the
project was identified and
funded for implementation
with construction starting in
2017. Between Richmond

Avenue and W. Main Street,
the roadway will be recon-
structed with two 11-foot
wide travel lanes, and an 8
foot on-street parking area
on each side. The reconstruc-
tion will also include a 10-
foot wide shared use path
along the east side of the
roadway and a 6-foot side-
walk on the west side of the
street continuing up to West
Alabama. Underground

storm, sanitary sewer and
water lines will be replaced.
All work will be within ex-
isting right-of-way.

Reconstruction in the
Northern segment will in-
clude reducing the number
of travel lanes to accommo-
date a new, continuous, cen-
ter left turn-lane, construct-
ing a new shared use path
and reconstructing the road-

See Dunlavy page 16

Candalario Elizondo

By Ben BallanfantBy Ben BallanfantBy Ben BallanfantBy Ben BallanfantBy Ben Ballanfant
After 30 dedicated years, Candy Elizondo has retired from the West University

Municipal Court, having both prosecuted on the city’s behalf and also presided over
trials as judge. He was the keystone of the court system for three decades.

Born in San Diego, Texas in ’47, he lived in the Valley until he was five or six. His
family then moved to San Antonio and  he went to grade school on up to Central Catholic
High School, which was an all boys school. He got his undergraduate degree in political
science and psychology at North Texas. He taught school for several years before going
to the South Texas College of Law.

He graduated in 1974 and joined the D.A.’s office as a prosecutor for about six years.
Then he left and went into private practice.

As a bachelor he lived in Town Plaza, just outside of West University Place. After
he married, they moved into the community-oriented town sur- See Retire page 16


