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Two twelve-year-olds
made school history this
week at St. Mark’s Episco-
pal School through complex
problem solving.

In science class, 7th grade
students experience an in-
troduction to genetics, in-
cluding a study on monohy-
brid Punnett squares, which
examine a single genetic trait.
A Punnett square is a dia-
gram used to predict the out-
come breeding experiments.
It is named after Reginald C.
Punnett, who developed the

Tree Recycling Underway in West U.
West U. Public Works crews will recycle your Christ-

mas tree for you! Place your tree, free of any foreign
material or objects (bulbs, stands, etc), curbside on your
regular trash day.

“Flocked” trees or trees containing any foreign objects
will not be accepted for recycling and will be taken to the
landfill for disposal.

Any trees placed curbside after the initial three-week
period following Christmas Day will need to comply with
the standard green waste collection rules:
cut to 4-foot lengths or less, no greater
than 3 inches in diameter and stacked
curbside. These piles will need to be
small enough so it does not delay the
crews from collecting the normal
trash routes. If the piles are large
and require special pickup, a spe-
cial collection fee will be as-
sessed (minimum fee is $50).

Crews do their best to collect
Christmas trees on the day they
are placed curbside, but occasionally, due to the volume
of trees, it may not be picked up the same day.

Visit www.westutx.gov/specialevents and click on the
“Christmas Tree Recycling” tab for more information.
You may also call (713) 662-5839 or email
recycle@westutx.gov.
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St. Mark’s Episcopal School 7th graders Henry Miller and
Daniella Nassar.

B y B e n B a l l a n f a n t
The Christmas crime sea-

son was in full swing the
preceding week with five
thefts reported to the West
U. Police Department. But
for some lucky families,
Santa came with a shield on
his chest.

The always vigilant
WUPD nabbed a set of
thieves when an officer no-
ticed a suspicious vehicle on
Dec. 21.

Officers P. Nathan and J.
Velasquez observed a vehicle
stop and go several times in
front of residences. The two
were working in a plain

Students’ Passion for
Scientific Discovery

approach in the early 1900s.
The diagram is used by bi-
ologists to determine the
probability of an offspring
having a particular genotype,
which would determine
physical traits in the off-
spring.

Students willing to take
on a challenge are given the
option to complete a trihy-
brid cross by building a 64
Punnett Square diagram.
Completing the Punnett
Square correctly earns stu-
dents a 100 on their genetic

test.
Steve Salley, 7th Grade

Science Teacher, shares,

“The trihybrid cross chal-
lenge usually brings students

See Discovery  page 16

Open Carry Law Takes Effect Jan. 1
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Don’t be startled if on New Year’s Day you see persons
carrying handguns in belt of shoulder holsters in retail
businesses or some government facilities. 

Gov. Greg Abbott signed House Bill 910 in June, 2015,
which allows for properly licensed persons to openly carry
a handgun worn in a belt or shoulder holster. This is referred
to as “open carry.” Texas will also recognize persons li-
censed to carry in states other than the State of Texas.

Businesses may restrict persons from carrying a weapon
into their facility by posting signage at entry points. What is
commonly referred to as “30.06” notice is signage that
prohibits the carrying of a concealed handgun onto a premise.

What is commonly referred to as “30.07” is signage that
prohibits the open carrying of a handgun onto a premise.

Each sign has to be posted if a business wants to prohibit
both concealed and open carry into their premise. A busi-
ness may also give a person oral warning that handguns are
not allowed.

Cities have very limited ability to restrict the carrying of
handguns in municipal facilities. Municipal facilities that
can restrict the carrying of a handgun are courts and court
offices, correctional facilities (jails), or governmental meet-
ings where proper notice is given. This means that persons
with license to carry may be observed in parks, libraries and
other municipal facilities. See Open Carry page 15

Undercover Officers Catch
Grinch’s Accomplices, Return Stolen Gifts

clothes and in an unmarked
vehicle specifically targeting
package thefts and burglars.

After noticing the suspi-
cious behavior, the officers
made contact with the occu-
pants of the vehicle. The sus-
pects provided officers with
inconsistent information.
They were then detained.

The officers were given
consent to search and located
numerous gift wrapped pack-
ages. The subjects were un-
able to provide information
regarding the packages. Af-
ter further investigation, the
packages were found to be
stolen.

Some of the packages
were able to be returned to
their proper owners saving
Christmas for several lucky
families.

One subject has prior ar-
rests for driving while license
is suspended, drug posses-
sion, trespassing and driving
while intoxicated.

Despite being able to de-
liver presents to everyone all
in one night, Santa can’t be
everywhere at once. That
meant that some naughty
folks slipped through, but you
know they were getting coal
in their stockings.

Three thefts occurred on

the 18th.
The first was reported

around 10:20 a.m. An officer
was dispatched to a business
in the 3900 block of Bellaire
Blvd. in reference to theft
that had already occurred.
The reportee stated someone
removed three bank drop
bags from the safe without
his consent.

The second was at a resi-
dence in the 3100 block of
Robinhood. The victim stated
that money was taken from
her purse and residence. The
victim stated the incident
occurred within the last 24

See Crime page 16

Chess Club for Children at
West University Library

Children ages 5 and up are welcome to play and learn
chess at the West University Library. Chess is an enjoy-
able and engaging activity for all ages. It has been shown
to improve mental abilities including memory and con-
centration.  Chess also fosters creative, logical, and criti-
cal thinking.  These attributes of chess also promote
enhanced academic performance in children.

Each meeting will start with some instruction from an
expert competitive chess player who is a Rice University
student. No prior experience
is necessary.

The Library has 2 chess
sets available for play.  This
program is for children ages 5
years and older.

The Library is located at
6108 Auden.  Call (713) 668-
8273 for information.

SVdP Chess Club Wins Third Place
Saint Vincent de Paul Catholic School Chess Team

won 3rd place in the Elementary School Division at TH
Rogers School Chess tournament.  Approximately 500
elementary to high school students from the Houston area
participated in the chess tournament. Seventeen SVdP
students from 1st through 5th grades competed, and some
also brought home individual trophies.  Team members
include: Harrison Culotta, Henry Culotta, Dominic
Marino, Rachel Curry, Rafaela Bacigalupo Cruz, Oliver
Karam, Alex Hughes, Henry Hogan, Aidan Still, Bennett
Hughes, Andrew Buettgen, Oxford Colley, Mabyn
Coleman, Cole Wakil, Sergio Karam, Jake Wail and
Luke Tholany (not pictured).  Chess Coach Nathan
Kinman.




