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BOOK FAIR WEEK 2013
Celebrating 70 years of adventures in reading!

Use school code 11201514 at Barnes & Noble from 11/18 to 11/24 in 
store (11/18  to 11/29 on-line) and earn dollars for the SVdP library!

Featuring Author:
Pam Calvert

Author 
Presentations

Family Night
Thursday, November 21, 4-9 pm

Barnes & Noble
Class Visits

Monday, November 19 - 
Wednesday, November 20

Parent Shopping
Wednesday, November 20, 7-10 am



Dear Parents,

You may question from time to time 
whether your investment in a Catho-
lic education is worth it.  I would like 
to share some recent statistics which 
may affirm you decision to send your 
children to St. Vincent de Paul Catholic 
School and perhaps on to a Catholic 
high school.  This decision is a long term 
investment in your child’s future, which 
involves a greater commitment than ever 
before, due to the rising cost of a Catho-
lic education.

We traditionally send between 85%-95% 
of our graduates to local Catholic high 
schools.  I am happy to say that many do 
very well.  They are frequently on honor 
rolls and many graduate near or at the 
top of their respective classes.  It is with 
great pride that we can call them SVdP 
students and follow their achievements 
into college and beyond.

The Council for American Private Ed-
ucation (CAPE) recently reported that 
students in religious and independent 

schools were significantly above the SAT 
College and Career Readiness Bench-
mark.  This includes three SAT tests 
(critical reading, writing, and mathe-
matics) with a combined score of 1550.  
College bound seniors in independent 
schools achieved a combined average 
on their SAT of 1662 (112 points above 
the average).  Students in religious 
schools scored an average of 1595 
(45 points above the benchmark) while 
public school students scored 1474 (76 
points shy of the benchmark). (capenet.
org)

Here at St. Vincent de Paul Catholic 
School, longitudinal data is monitored 
annually on every student taking the 
Iowa Test of Basic Skills in order check 
their progress as well as determine if our 
curriculum is on target in meeting or ex-
ceeding educational standards.  Almost 
without exception, there is a cumulative 
effect that is reflected in our 8th grade 
students. Last year this effect resulted in 
a group average of 90% within the core 
subjects, which include: reading, lan-
guage and math.  This is well above the 

national average as well as the average 
for the Archdiocese.

The effect of a Catholic school edu-
cation in developing a strong religious 
foundation is both immeasurable and 
invaluable.  We strive to instill in our 
students the Gospel values integral in 
forming a solid foundation in the Catholic 
religion.  A faith in God that will enable 
them to face the many challenges that 
will inevitably be a part of their lives is so 
important in today’s world.

I thank you for your strong support of 
our school, not only financially, but in the 
daily support of our teachers and staff. 
We are in this together to give all stu-
dents a quality Catholic education that 
includes both a strong Catholic identity 
as well as academic 
excellence.

Yours in Christ,
Carolyn Sears M.Ed.

From the principal...
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PTO Executive Board:
President - Heather Montoya
VP, President-Elect - Teresa Bogatto
Past President - Michelle Bickham
Communications VP - Jennifer Rosenfeld
Secretary - Stephanie Bourg
Treasurer - Claire Hughes

PTO Directors:
Auction - Katy Antill & Maggie Garza
Auction-Elect - Cathy Hollerbach & Ana Patrick
Book Fair - Cathy Hughes & Jody McDaniel
Breakfast with Santa - Maribel Nola & Esmer Vale
Cabrini Festival - Soledad Aguirre Duffy & Carolina Ferrante
Concessions Coordinator - Laura Sage
Enrichment - Alexis Kennedy & Elaine Whitley
Hospitality - Dani Bass & Kari Clay
Orientation - Karen Haysley & Kelly Hogan
Performance Programs - Suanne Bouvier
Party Packs - Wendy Johnston & Leanne Schneider
Public Relations - Janet Cunningham & Mary Polnau
Room Parent Coordinator - Kristina Drone
Sports Parent Coordinators - Kris Little & Tiffany Leyendecker
Style Show - Kim Burrow & Victoria Mattioli
Tiger Bucks - Mary Helen O’Leary & Patricia Ritter
Tiger Market - Erin Ayers  & Graciana Linardi
Tiger’s Mouth Newsletter - Rachel Parten
Used Uniforms - Eryn Elliott & Colleen Walsh
Yearbook - Valerie Cortez & Mel Iero

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School
PTO Board 2013 - 2014

Grade Teacher Room Parent
PK Pruet-Collins / Maxwell Tracy Rijken

PK Baars / Keenan Allison Sovany

K Sinclair Lucy Anderson

K Acomb Soledad Aguirre

K Bazin Suzanne Condron

1 Tanner Lori Etlinger

1 Lott Lisa Louis

1 Dorrell Katherine Macey

2 Sheppard Anna Osborn

2 Urquhart Tricia McGinnis

3 Mann Maribel Harb-Nolla

3 Ledezma Catherine Dunn

4 Asselin Shannon Ramirez

4 Nash Sheila Berggren

5 Thomas Jennifer Raymond

5 Shaw Sarah Maytum

6 Muckelroy Leanne Schneider

6 Cabanero Lisa Gasper

7 Ducote Debra Pesek

7 Barnes Joan Ezell

8 Berry Carrie Cerda

8 Bogatto Marisa TellezTh
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Dear Parents, 

It’s an exciting time to be a part of this 
vibrant community of St. Vincent de Paul 
Catholic School.  Our 70th anniversary 
school year is well underway, and we’re 
privileged to celebrate it with a newly 
expanded Tiger Café cafeteria, remod-
eled gym and family center, resurfaced 
field, new score board, and new technol-
ogy in the classrooms.

The PTO is honoring the School’s 70th 
anniversary in many ways, including the 
following, all new this year:

• Organizing the creation of the 
Legacy Wall, a collaborative mosaic 
mural and outdoor work of art that 
will grace our campus for many, 
many years.  This effort, led by Auc-
tion Directors Katy Antill and Maggie 
Garza, with the help of SVdP’s 
talented art teacher, Ann Harris, re-
places both grade level and individ-
ual Auction art this year.

• Working closely with School admin-
istration and staff to revamp the 
school’s website, www.saintvincent-
school.org.  Please take a few min-
utes to check out the PTO page, as 
it contains a wealth of information 
on many events and services.

• Launching the online Tiger Store, to 
enable online purchasing of SVdP-
themed products and event tickets.  
Click on the Tiger Store tab on the 
School’s website to get to the store. 

• Adding student content to the Ti-
ger’s Mouth for the first time.  Two 
grade levels will be represented in 
each issue, as we work to highlight 
the richness of talent in SVdP’s 
students.

PTO Board members and countless 
volunteers have been busy ensuring that 
the many PTO events and services that 
enrich our vibrant community continue:

• Orientation kicked-off our school 
year, and I would like to thank 
Directors Karen Haysley and Kelly 
Hogan.  Without Orientation how 
would we ever all sign up for after 
school activities, lunches, Party 
Packs, Dad’s Club, etc., or get our 
yearbooks, carpool tags and PE 
uniforms?  I appreciate everyone’s 
efforts to make Orientation success-
ful.

• The PTO partnered with +Works 
to host an informative night with 
Houston Texans President Jamey 
Rootes, interviewed by Ilona Carson 

of ABC13.  Many thanks to PTO Sec-
retary Stephanie Bourg for spear-
heading this effort!  If you missed 
it, there’s a link to the video on the 
Enrichment page under the PTO tab 
of www.saintvincentschool.org

• Enrichment directors Alexis Kennedy 
and Elaine Whitley worked closely 
with school counselor, Kimberly 
Hight, to bring us “Power of One” 
Week, SVdP’s thoughtful version of 
Red Ribbon Week.

In the remaining months of 2013, we 
look forward to enjoying Jazz Night (Nov 
9), getting our “Ticket to Read: 70 Years 
of Adventures in Reading" during Book 
Fair (Nov 18-22nd), and to our chance 
to “Deck the Halls” at Breakfast With 
Santa (Dec 7th).  Please read about 
these wonderful events in the adjacent 
Tiger’s Mouth articles and make plans 
to attend and participate.  You can find 
more information on these and other 
events on the PTO tab of www.saintvin-
centschool.org, and purchase tickets to 
BWS and Jazz Night on the online Tiger 
Store.

The spring semester will bring more 
PTO events.  I hope you will join us as 
we “Reach for the Stars” at Auction and 
Gala - the biggest social event of the 
year - on January 25, 2014.   Cabrini 
Festival celebrates the birthplace of 
Pope Francis in its focus on Argentina 
(Feb 12-14th).  Style Show (Apr 27) 
will honor the eighth grade class with a 
theme from "Casablanca", which was in 
theaters as our school first opened its 
doors 70 years ago: “Here’s Looking at 
You, Kid!”

As always, many PTO Directors are in 
constant motion behind the scenes with 
Concessions, Hospitality, Party Packs, 
Public Relations, Room Parent Coordi-
nator, Sports Parent Coordinators, Tiger 
Bucks, Tiger Market, Used Uniforms and 
Yearbook.  I am deeply grateful to all the 
PTO Directors (see their names on the 
opposite page)!  Many thanks also go 
out to the PTO Executive Board for all of 
their tireless efforts!

Every year, the PTO works hard to bring 
you events that strengthen our commu-
nity, provide services and raise money 
for our school.  The PTO’s fundraising 
goals for the 2013-14 school year are 
outlined below:

• To support the school’s operating 
expenses – to help close the gap 
between the cost to educate our 
students and tuition: $53,000

• To support the faculty through 

bonuses and incentives:  $52,000 
for faculty bonuses, and $3,050 in 
Hospitality (monthly teacher and 
administration birthday celebra-
tions, gifts, teacher meals during 
conferences, August in-service 
breakfast, and Teacher Appreciation 
Week.

 
• To support the School library: 

$4,300 + donated books from Book 
Fair

• To inform families about school 
events and accomplishments 
through five printed issues of the 
Tiger’s Mouth newsletter: $4,000

• To bring knowledge to parents and 
build community rapport through 
the Positive Parenting Speaker Se-
ries: $3,100

• To provide an educational expe-
rience through our international 
Cabrini Festival: $2,700

• To promote spirit, good will and 
fellowship through a variety of Hos-
pitality events – Back to School Cof-
fee, Catholic Schools Week, Getting 
to Know SVdP monthly meetings, 
Christmas Program and Grandpar-
ents Day receptions: $1,800

 
• To provide helpful services to new 

and existing families through the 
Buddy Family Program and Orienta-
tion: $680

 
• To designate any remaining unallo-

cated funds towards strategic school 
enhancements.  Other important 
sources of funds include profits from 
Breakfast with Santa, Concessions, 
Party Packs, Tiger Bucks, Tiger Mar-
ket, and Used Uniforms.

Parental involvement is the critical com-
ponent to the success of these events 
and services.  We are blessed with a 
fantastic faculty, staff and administra-
tion, and when the parent community 
supports their efforts, it enriches our 
school beyond measure. Thank you 
all for everything you do!  If you have 
questions or want to get involved, please 
contact me at 713-299-9747 or hmon-
toya47@hotmail.com. I hope to see you 
at the next event or 
PTO meeting!

With gratitude,
Heather Montoya
PTO President 2013-14

From the PTO President...
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PTO Sponsored Events - Please save the date...

Be sure to visit 

www.saintvincentschool.org 
often for more information about 

PTO events and services.
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NOV

DEC

JAN FEB

MAR APR

MAY

9


Positive Parenting 

Series 
Making Sense 

Out of Adolescence
6:30PM

17

Tiger Pride Day

25


Auction and Gala 

"Reach for the 
Stars"

1

Tiger Pride

6

r
Family Restaurant 

Night 
at Berry Hill 

West University Location 
ALL DAY

9


Jazz Night

6:30 PM

12

JShopathon 
at Raspberry Rose,  

Loop & Nine Maternity 
Time TBD

18-21 


Book Fair – "Ticket to 

Read: 70 Years of 
Adventures in 

Reading!"

4

r
Family Restaurant 

Night 
at Jerry Built

7


Breakfast with Santa 

“Deck the Halls”

12-14

Cabrini Festival

19


Getting to Know SVdP 
Importance of Primary 

Years
12:00 PM

26


Getting to Know SVdP 

Technology Updates 
and Risk Factors

6:30 PM

2


Getting to Know SVdP 

Getting Ready for 
Middle School

12:00 PM

4

Tiger Pride Day

27

Style Show
“Here’s Looking at 

You, Kid!”

7


Getting to Know SVdP 

Positive Works 
Risky Behaviors

6:30 PM

8-9 


Spring Musical

21


Tiger Pride Day


Getting to Know SVdP 
PTO and School Board 

6:30 PM

13 
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School Board News

Congratulations on completing the 1st 
quarter of the 2013-14 year!  A special 
thanks to everyone who participated in 
the Annual Fund, which is a critical effort 
to bridging the gap between tuition and 
the true cost of a St. Vincent’s education.  
The Annual Fund is a key component of 
the school’s financial plan and we are so 
excited about the overall 87% family par-
ticipation rate.  We appreciate the hard 
work of our Director of Advancement 
- Elisabeth Yoder, our dedicated Annual 
Fund Chair families - the Johnsons and 
the McGraths, the class captains, the 
School Board Advancement Committee 
(listed below) and your financial support. 

The School Board is proud of the many 
accomplishments of our school, and plays 
an integral part in planning the direction 
of our school’s future.  As stated in the 
Parent-Teacher-Student Handbook, the 
role of the School Board is to set goals 

and objectives for the school, to develop 
school policies, to approve the school 
budget, and to promote activities that 
pursue the school’s goals and objectives.  
In addition to participating in the Lumen 
Pro Via workshops held by the Archdio-
cese, the School Board hosted a special 
weekend session in September with 
Acting Superintendent, Dr. George Laird, 
to discuss the School Board’s role in its 
advisory capacity to the Pastor and Prin-
cipal, and to assist in setting directional 
priorities for the school.  This meeting 
also included an informative breakfast 
with Monsignor and curriculum standard 
updates from Mrs. Sears.  In addition 
to this gathering, the School Board also 
held an enjoyable ‘Welcome Back’ dinner 
for all faculty and staff.

We are finalizing the school’s Strategic 
Plan and once the document is com-
pleted this fall, it will be accessible on 

Edline under the Contents section in the 
School Board online folder, along with our 
monthly meeting reports.  Many goals 
and action items are listed in the plan 
and are formed around the following core 
priority areas:

• Maintain the strength of our Catholic 
identity

• Provide for academic excellence

• Provide enriching extracurricular 
activities

• Maintain enrollment & enhance 
marketing

• Maintain a sound financial plan

• Maintain a strong advancement plan

• Leverage technology

• Provide safe and adequate facilities

• Provide sound governance

The School Board relies on the expertise and support of parent volunteers.  If you have a special qualification or an interest in 
any of the School Board committees, please contact the Committee Chair(s) below to inquire about serving on their respective 
committee.  The 2013-14 School Board Committee rosters currently include:

Executive Committee
Joe Louis – President
Ray Vale – Vice President
Elaine Fitzgibbon – Secretary

Pastoral Council Liaison
Josemaria Linardi
Curt Rohrman

Advancement Committee
Board Reps:
Rachel Steely (Chair), Penny Grams, Tiffany 
Johnson & Heather Montoya 
Parent Reps:
Jim McGrath, Celia Price & Kristin Rodriguez 
Faculty Reps:
Carolyn Sears & Elisabeth Yoder

Communications Committee
Board Reps:
Marnie Clark (Chair) & Elaine Fitzgibbon 
Parent Reps:
Janet Cunningham, Todd Johnson
Josemaria Linardi, Rachel Parten &
Jennifer Rosenfeld
Faculty Reps:
Elisabeth Yoder

Extracurricular Committee
Board Reps:
Michael McConn (Chair), Penny Grams, 
Heather Montoya & Rachel Steely
Parent Reps:
Matt Smith 
Faculty Reps:
Marion Jones & Preston Smith

Finance Committee
Board Reps:
Glenn Standish (Chair), Tiffany Johnson & 
Joe Louis
Parent/Parish Reps:
Karen David-Green & Curt Rohrman
Administration:
Theresa Loh, Pat Rutz & Carolyn Sears

Strategic Planning & Facilities Committee
Board Reps:
Ray Vale (Chair), Tom Bickham, Penny Grams, 
Glenn Standish & Joe Watson
Parent Reps:
Faculty Reps:
Carolyn Sears

Student Affairs Committee
Board Reps:
Cindy Fiegel (Chair), Marnie Clark & Michael 
McConn 
Parent Reps:
Sarah Magnus, Lisa Gasper & Laura Sage
Faculty Reps:
Carolyn Sears &  Jennifer Sen

Technology Committee
Board Reps:
Tom Bickham (Chair) & Cindy Fiegel
Parent Reps:
Todd Johnson
Faculty Reps:
Brindley Drake, Preston Smith & 
Victor Tan

Many thanks to our 
School Board 
Committee 
Volunteers!

The School Board meets monthly on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  The meetings are open to all and parents are 
invited to attend.  If you would like to address the School Board with an issue, please contact Joe Louis at joetlouis@gmail.com.   
We invite you to hear more about the work of the School Board - please join us at the November “Get to Know SVdP” meeting on 
Wednesday, November 13 at 6:30 p.m.  We hope to see you there!



SVdP’s fundraising and 
events calendar

Annual Fund 52.80%
PTO - Gala and Auction 36.40%

Grants 5.63%
PTO Other * 1.58%
Steps for Students 1.36%
PTO - Bookfair 1.09%
PTO - Tiger Bucks 1.09%

Breakdown of Fundraising IncomE

The Annual Fund and PTO’s Auction and Gala are the two primary 
fundraisers for the school.

We also host a variety of other events, some involving a cost to partic-
ipate.  The list below is intended to outline all the events that are either 
fundraisers or community builders, and involve a cost to participate.

* “PTO-Other” includes 
events or services such as 
Breakfast with Santa, Tiger 
Market or  Used Uniforms.

(based on 2012-13 
school year)

Spring Musical

Tickets and underwriting cover the 
cost of the event.  This event is not 
intended to raise money.  

Community-Building Event

Typical Participants: All



Participants can designate their 
support to SVdP or to other Diocesan 
schools.  SVdP uses funds for Athlet-
ics and gifts a portion of our profits to 
our sister school, St. Peter’s.

Diocesan-Wide Community-Building 
Event and fundraiser

Steps for Students

Typical Participants: All

1
Style Show

Tickets and underwriting cover the 
cost of the event.  This event is not 
intended to raise money.

PTO-Sponsored Community-Building 
Event Honoring the 8th Grade Class

Typical Participants: Older Grade 
Levels (all invited)



Jazz Night

Community-Building Event

Tickets cover the cost of the event.  
This event is not intended to raise 
money.  

Typical Participants: All



Closes the gap between the cost 
of a St. Vincent de Paul School 
education and tuition.  Gifts are 
tax-deductible.

Annual Fund

Typical Participants: All

Major fundraising drive for the 
school



Auction and Gala

PTO’s Major Fundraiser, 
Community-Building Event
Contributes to school operating 
expenses, teacher bonuses and 
school enhancement projects.

Typical Participants: Adults



AUG 2013 SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN 2014 FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL

Tiger Bucks is ongoing 
throughout the year:

Fundraising Events Timeline:





 1  









Tickets cover the cost of the event 
and underwriting.  This event is not 
intended to raise money.

Typical Participants:Younger Grade 
Levels (all invited)

Community-Building Event 



Breakfast with Santa

Parish Fundraiser; SVdP School 
students and parish help by selling 
raffle tickets.  Parishioners and school 
parents facilitate the event through 
volunteerism.

Parish-Wide Family-Oriented Festival 
and Fundraiser Benefitting the Parish

Typical Participants: All



Fun Fest

Funds earmarked for the SVdP 
School Library; Book donations go 
toward classroom bookshelves and 
library.

Typical Participants: All

PTO-Sponsored Community-Building 
Event, Targeted Fundraiser for Library



Book Fair

Proceeds are traditionally split be-
tween the Adopt-A-Student financial 
aid program and a specific school 
enhancement project.

Typical Participants: Adults

Dads’ Club Community-Building Event



Dads’ Club Golf Tournament
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Thank you to all the donors to 
the 2013-2014 Annual Fund!  In 
our third year of an Annual Fund, 
87% of our families gave a gift 
of any size to total $285,000.  
This is a huge vote of confidence 
to grow from 69% participation 
in 2011 to 83% participation in 
2012 and now 87% participation 
in 2013.

The funds raised bridge the 
$1,500 per student gap (about 
$800 per student comes from our 
parish subsidy) between tuition 
and the true cost of a St. Vin-
cent’s education and are criti-
cal to meet our core needs this 
school year.  Those needs include 
things like salaries and benefits 
for faculty and staff, improve-
ments to facilities, classroom 

instructional materials, admin-
istrative expenses, and ancillary 
programs.

Having an Annual Fund allows 
St. Vincent’s to remain true to its 
identity as a parish school and 
keep its tuition as reasonable as 
possible.  Plus, wouldn’t you rath-
er give a tax-deductible gift of 
$700 per student than pay $700 
more per student in tuition?

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic 
School thanks its parent donors, 
our Annual Fund Chairs, Tiffany 
and Todd Johnson and Paulina 
and Jim McGrath, and their Class 
Captains.  We also thank Msgr. 
Bill Young for the generous parish 
subsidy.

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School is 
blessed to have a vibrant, active community.  Our 
parent volunteers, along with the school faculty and 
staff, organize many events, programs and services 
throughout the year.  In an effort to provide clarity 
on the purpose of each event, we have divided the 
events by their three purposes:

Fundraising events:
Annual Fund* 
PTO - Auction and Gala* 
Steps for Students
PTO - Book Fair
PTO - Tiger Bucks
*The Annual Fund and PTO’s Auction and Gala are the 
two primary fundraisers for the School and we ask all to 
participate in some way.  

Community-building events:
Homecoming
Parish Fun Fest (Parish Fund raiser)
Tiger Pride Days (PTO/School)
PTO - “Power of One Week”
Jazz Night*
Grandparents’ Day
PTO - Breakfast with Santa*
Christmas Program
PTO - Career Week/Cabrini Festival
Dad’s Club - Golf Tournament*
Field Day
PTO - Style Show*
Spring Musical*
Fall and Spring Sports Awards

*Although the majority of community-building events are 
free, five events charge a ticket price to cover the cost of 
the event.  Participation is optional.

Providing a Service:
PTO - Orientation
PTO - Buddy Family Program
PTO - Hospitality
PTO - Party Packs
PTO – Positive Parenting Speakers
PTO - Tiger Market
PTO - Tiger’s Mouth
PTO - Used Uniforms
PTO - Yearbook
PTO - “Getting to Know SVdP” gatherings 

As part of her Girl Scout 
Gold Award Project, 
SVdP alumna Amaryllis 
Fernandes is working 
on installing a vegetable 
garden on the SVdP school 
grounds. Her project will 
benefit all kids from the 
School from pre-K through 
8th grade, who will be 
involved in some way with 
the garden project.

Annual Fund success!

89% 86%
94%

86%
92% 90%

96%

87%
83%

91%

Every year, St. Vincent de Paul School 6th grade students are paired with 
Pre-K students for the Big Buddy program.  The students meet at least 
once a month to play games, read, do crafts and numerous other fun 
activities.  They play outside on the playground and enjoy some indoor 
reading time.  

The 6th grade students really look forward to their meetings with their 
Little Buddies, and the Pre-K students truly look up to them.  The special 
bond continues through middle school, and often after the Big Buddies 
move on to high school.

Amaryllis'
Vegetable Garden

BIG Buddies

2013-2014 Annual fund 
Family participation
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Have some of the SVdP cheerleaders come 
to your daughter’s birthday party for an hour 
or two and teach her and her friends some 
great cheers and chants. The cheerleaders 
will come in their uniforms and provide mini 
poms for the party goers as they have fun 
learning how to be a cheerleader.
 
There is no set cost. We just ask that you 
donate to the SVdP cheer fund. Checks can 
be made out to SVdP cheer.

If you are interested please contact one of 
the cheer coaches or Tiffany Johnson at 
all4gators@gmail.com
 

We are so pleased that SVdP families can access 
the library circulation program, Alexandria, from 
home.  This means students don’t have to be in the 
library to see if the St. Vincent de Paul School Library 
has the book they need.  Students and parents can 
also track due dates on the books they have bor-
rowed by logging in to view their account.  At parent 
conference time a flyer came home that contained 
the student log in information for Alexandria.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Ms. James.   To 
get started open your web browser to: 
http://stvincentdepaul.goalexandria.com   

Last April students in grades 2-8 wrote poems in hon-
or of National Poetry Month.  Ms. James submitted 
the entries to the Pine Tree Poetry Collection and 
the following student's poetry will be featured in the 
2013 publication of the Pine Tree Poetry Collection.  
Congratulations!  

Evie Naumann, Kate Pesek, Dani Nolla, Elise Reino-
so, Dax Garza, Marcin Wiszniewski, Darren Jimenez, 
Jack Ward, Bailey Raymond, Blythe Bath, Vivian 
Montoya, Caroline Thames, Caterina Cruces, Teresa 
Nieto, Shawn Varkey, Blair Bath, Trey McClure, Trini 
Ferrante, Emily Clark, Sara Price, Elise Cunning-

ham, Sophia Coletti, Allison Polnau, Dominique Nan-
quil, Claire Sullivan, Sofia Speight, Taylor McClure, 
Anna Rosenfeld, Everett Ezell, Lindsay Bevers, Mi-
chael Hansen, Claire Thomas Piczak, Jacob Lynch, 
Mathias Hisse, Blake Bickham, Kate Williford, Sean 
Doyle, Marcus Whitley, Lauren Luce, Madeline Du-
cote, Elizabeth Coletti, Avery Smith, Megan Hanratty, 
Nicolas Brito, Colin Fitzgibbon, Elena Linardi

What are you reading?
Students in grades 1st -3rd grade are reading 
Caldecott books in hopes of making it into the 
Caldecott Club. Students that read 76 Caldecott 
books and pass the Reading Counts quiz on them by 
April 1, 2014 will be treated to a limousine ride and 
pizza in the park!

Students in grades 3rd-5th are reading books from 
the 2013-2014 Texas Bluebonnet list.  Annually 
students across the state read Bluebonnet books and 
then vote for their favorite book.  SVdP students who 
read 5 of the 20 books from the current book list will 
be able to vote at our school in January.  Students 
who read 10 books from the list will vote for their fa-
vorite and receive a free dress pass.   Students who 
read 10 books and complete 5 additional projects, 
see the library Edline page for details, will be voting 
for their favorite, receive a free dress pass, and take 
part in our Bluebonnet Bash!

LIBRARY CORNER

St. Vincent de Paul’s 7th and 
8th grade girls volleyball teams 
competed in the Houston Chris-

SVdP Volleyball Champions

SVdP Cheerleaders
Over the summer, the St. Vincent de 
Paul School cheerleaders worked really 
hard and participated in two differ-
ent cheer camps.  At St. Pius X High 
School the cheerleaders 
received one outstanding 
ribbon and 2 Superior 
ribbons for their cheers. 
They also won first place 
in the Panther Pounce 
Game Time Competition. 

At Texas A&M UCA 
cheer camp the cheer-
leaders received three 
superior ribbons and 

one Excellent ribbon. They won third 
place in their Chant competition and 
second place in both the Home Dance 
competition and the Cheer competition.  
WAY TO GO!!

Students in grades 3-5 have the option of 
doing projects on the 2013-2014 Bluebon-
net books they are reading.  The projects 
seen here are sculptures of characters from 
various Bluebonnet books.  Students have 
the option of using a variety of materials to 
create their sculptures and are also writing 
2 paragraphs about how the character is 
instrumental in the book.  Visit the library 
Edline page to see all of the project options. 

Bone Appetit: a Menu forHealthy Bones!

Cheer Birthday Party

Abby and Tate Chapman are appearing in a new Disney 
sitcom called “Liv and Maddie.”  They were in LA for an 
extended time.

QUIET on the set! 
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Mrs. Michelle Asselin 
is one of our new 4th 
grade teachers. She 
is the oldest of six 
children who grew 
up in a small town 
in Minnesota, where 
she attended Catholic 
elementary school and 

high school and graduated from the 
University of North Dakota with a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Elementary 
and Special Education. 

Mrs. Asselin’s teaching career brought 
her to Texas, where she spent the last 
23 years working for Klein ISD.  Her 
husband Brad is a Meteorologist and 
together they have 2 children; Rachel, 
25, who lives and works in Houston 
as the Executive Assistant to Harris 
County Libraries and Jacob, 19, who 
is a sophomore at the University of 
Oklahoma.

Houston provides the perfect weather 
for some of Mrs. Asselin’s favorite 
activities. She loves to ride her bike, jog 
or walk in the park, work in her garden 
or go fishing. Taking a good book to 
the beach and spending time with 
family and friends are also some of her 
favorite passtimes. Mrs. Asselin looks 
forward to a great year with her fourth 
graders at St. Vincent de Paul.

Mrs. Rosette Cabanero 
is the Literature & En-
glish teacher for Grade 
6. She also shares her 
love for reading and 
writing by teaching 
literature to the 7th 
grade. Her passion for  
ministering to both the 

spiritual and academic needs of every 
child started around 20 years ago when 
she was invited to be the Religious 
Coordinator  and Performing Arts 
teacher in one of the blue ribbon Cath-
olic Schools in California. There, she 
integrated Catholic values with the cur-
riculum and believed that “Every child 
is a gift from God and should be raised 
holistically with dignity”. She applied 
the same belief to her own 4 biological 
children, raising 2 doctors and 2 artistic 
businessmen. Her husband is a health 
care provider, who owns & manages a 
private-duty nursing agency.

Mrs. Cabanero has a wide array of 
experience in both private and public 
education from Los Angeles, San An-
tonio and Houston.  She received her 
Masters in Educational Leadership from 
UTSA, and comes to us from Fort Bend 
ISD.  Let’s welcome Mrs. Cabanero into 
our SVdP Family….indeed a blessing.

Ms. Elizabeth Keenan 
works with Mrs. 
Baars as the new 
PK assistant. She is 
the daughter of a PK 
teacher and has one 
sister, Kathleen, who is 
nine years older. She 
was born and raised in 

good ole Houston, TX. After graduating 
from Lamar High School, she went on 
to become a TCU Horned Frog, but 
ended her college career at Texas A&M 
with a BS in Psychology. 

Through her work experience with 
children in Houston, Fort Worth and 
College Station, she developed a desire 
to one day continue her education in 
order to become a Speech Pathologist. 
She is loving being a part of the Busy 
Bee class and SVDP family!

Ms. Melissa Ledezma 
is our new 3rd Grade 
teacher. She comes to 
St. Vincent de Paul all 
the way from Chicago. 
She was born and 
raised there, where 
she attended Catholic 
elementary school and 

high school. Ms. Ledezma graduated 
from DePaul University with a Bachelor 
of Science in Elementary Education, 
and a Masters Degree in Reading & 
Learning Disabilities. She established 
her teaching career in Chicago public 
schools, and was blessed to find a third 
grade teaching position at the same 
school for 12 years.

Ms. Ledezma and her husband recently 
moved to Houston, and are enjoy-
ing everything the city has to offer! 
She enjoys running, reading books, 
and spending time with her family. 
Ms. Ledezma is looking forward to a 
great school year with her third grade 
students!

Meredyth Nash is 
our new 4th grade 
language arts teacher.   
She began her teach-
ing career in  Hong 
Kong, teaching  English 
as a second language.  
She has lived in China 
and Greece.  Meredyth 

holds a M.Ed. from the University of 
Houston and a B.A. from New York 
University.   

Her daughter,  Madeline,  is a 2011 
graduate of St. Agnes and is now a 
junior at UT Austin.  Her son, Michael, 
is currently in graduate school at NYU 
and will be married this June.  Mrs. 
Nash’s husband, Tim, is in the shipping 
business and commutes between 
Houston and Athens, Greece.  

She enjoys cooking, reading, and 
travel.  “Abby," the labradoodle, 
accompanies her on twice daily walks.  
Originally from New York, she has lived 
in Houston for 17 years.   SVdP is her 
parish.

Kristina Williams is the 
new office admin asst, 
coming to SVdP from 
Humble, Texas.  She 
helped start St. Mary 
Magdalene School 
in 2001 and held 
many positions there 
until 2013. Some of 

her many roles included school office, 
tech teacher, network administrator, 
yearbook creator, newsletter writer and 
website designer.  Prior to that, she 
worked for Humble ISD in the Special 
Education Department.
 
She has been married 25 years and 
has 3 children: one 27 year old boy, 
one 17 year old girl and a 27 year 
old step-daughter.  She has two 
step-grandchildren and one grand 
daughter.
 
Ms. Williams and her husband have 
run the Humble Rodeo and BBQ 
Cookoff for the last 12 years, raising 
over $100,000.00 yearly for the Humble 
Education Foundation.  She has lived 
in Humble for 25 years now and enjoys 
spending her weekends on Crystal 
Beach relaxing.  She loves crafting, 
photography and Texans football!

Meet our new teachers...
The 6th grade art class 
entered a display in the 

annual “Siege of the Skel-
eton” event at the Health 

Museum.  The ‘chef’ skel-
eton is holding a platter of 
bone-healthy foods made 

by the 6th graders.  The 
foods are made out 
of paper- mache as 

is the skeleton.  
The skeleton 

was on display 
during the 

month of October.

tian Tournament on Septem-
ber 20-21st.  They competed 
against great teams from 17 
Houston area private schools, 
coming out victorious with both 
SVdP teams winning their re-
spective Gold Bracket divisions.  
Many great plays included 
serve aces, set assists, and 
spectacular blocks.  The St. Vin-
cent de Paul players performed 
exceptionally on the court and 
truly demonstrated their Tiger 
spirit.  The teams are coached 
by Mike DeLeon and  
Blair Moon. 

SVdP Volleyball Champions

Mrs. Corrie Woody 
gave birth to 

Graham Christopher Woody 
on July 29, 2013.

Mrs. Anne Bazin 
gave birth to 
Isaac Joseph Bazin 
on October 13, 
2013.

Congratulations...

Bone Appetit: a Menu forHealthy Bones!

Mrs. Bazin (see below) will be featured in the next issue of Tiger's Mouth.

Abby and Tate Chapman are appearing in a new Disney 
sitcom called “Liv and Maddie.”  They were in LA for an 
extended time.

QUIET on the set! 
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Please welcome our young 
editors as Tiger's Mouth begins 
including student-generated 
content. 

Two grade levels will be fea-
tured in each issue.  This issue 
features PK and 6th graders.  

Next issue will include content 
from Kindergarteners 
and 7th graders.

6th Grade

¨
¨

¨
¨

Thankful to be in middle school!!
The 6th graders are doing fabulous in middle school.  We have learned so much 
in these first few months.  We have to be on our toes in order to keep up with 
new uniforms, changing classes 8 times a day, new teachers all throughout the 
day, dressing out for pe and being the youngest class in the building.  It is so 
much fun to be able to play sports, celebrate homecoming and go to dances!!

At the beginning of the year, we set up three goals for this year. Each person 
wrote their goals on a banner.We are also getting used to new science 
and history books.

During the power of one week, we wrote down 8 things that we 
are thankful for and we decorated the middle school hallway 
with our creations.  We also had to complete 5 raks or random 
acts of kindness, during this week.  Look for these on the middle 

school stairway.

We are off to a fantastic start to middle school and each day gets better 

and better!!!
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The PTO is thrilled to announce 
that online purchasing is now avail-
able for many SVdP-themed prod-
ucts and events.  Check it out by 
clicking on the Tiger Store tab on 
www.saintvincentschool.org.

Currently available for purchase:
• Legacy Wall tiles
• Tiger Market spirit gear (in-

cluding PE-approved shorts 
and shirts, and uniform-ap-
proved outerwear)

• Guardian Angel necklaces
• Auction Wine Pull party tickets
• Jazz Night tickets
• Breakfast with Santa tickets

Happy online shopping!

Deck the halls with 
boughs of holly!

Get your picture taken with Santa. Write & 
mail your letter to Santa. Enjoy the rein-

deer games, holiday market & more!

The St. Vincent de Paul youth choir will 
perform Christmas favorites.

The Knights of Columbus will serve pan-
cakes & breakfast tacos.

Children’s photos will be featured in orna-
ments on the Children’s Ornament Tree.

Tis the season to be jolly!
Questions? Call Esmer Vale at 832.423.7649 or Mari-
bel Nolla at 832.282.6042

Fa la la la la, la la la la

Saturday, December 7th 
8:30 -11:30 am

Photos with Santa 
start at 7:30 am

St. Vincent de Paul MJFC

Advance reservations are required by 
Friday, November 22, so secure your spots 
today!

There are 2 ways to get tickets:

1. Go to the Tiger Store tab on www.saintvincent-
school.org and purchase your tickets online.  A 
2.2% convenience fee will be charged for online 
ticket purchases.

2. Print out and complete the reservation form and 
submit it with your payment to the BWS folder 
in the SVdP School office credenza.  Forms can 
be found on www.saintvincentschool.org under 
the PTO tab (click on Breakfast with Santa 
under Events), or on Edline: Contents > PTO > 
Events > Breakfast with Santa.

Admission
$10 per person or $35 for immediate family*
*includes up to 5 immediate family members. 
Add $5 for each additional immediate family member 
ages 2+


Tiger

Market

Order yours online through the Tiger Store or 
contact Erin Ayers at eayers22@gmail.com or 

Graciana Linardi at gracianalinardi@gmail.com


SVdP Yard 

Signs 
available

for only $15!

WOW!!!

Welcome Back Orientation 2013 
Make Your Mark



There are multiple opportunities to raise 
funds for the school that we consider 
FREE MONEY! These programs are of 
no cost to you, but the combined effort of 
many truly makes a difference. Thank you 
for making a little extra effort to make your 
regular shopping benefit the School.

SAVE THE DATES - You don’t want 
to miss out on these fabulous dates in 
November and December! FUN NIGHTS 
filled with money-saving opportunities!

Family Nights
Wednesday, December 4th – Jerry 
Built Burgers- 20% goes to SVdP; Food 
receipts more than $2000 increases the 
percentage to 30%! Eat Up!

Shopathon
Tuesday, November 12th - Fall Shopathon 
at Raspberry Rose, The Loop and Nine 
Maternity (they sell other clothes besides 
maternity!)  They will give shoppers a 10% 
discount and then will give 10% back to 
SVdP!  We can hardly wait!!!!

As we enter the HOLIDAY shopping sea-
son please check out the many ways you 
can earn money for the school while you 
shop locally or online.

Google “Free Money for SVdP”  and click 
on the link and learn how you can connect 
your loyalty cards or earn while shopping 
online. 

Local Stores
Randall’s, Kroger and Target  - Connect 
your cards and when you buy the school 
earns a percentage back.

Online Shopping 
Shop at Amazon - make sure to use our 
special link located on our Free Money for 
SVdP page.

Shop at Box tops for Education – Over 
150 stores and when you log into www.
boxtops4education.com - you earn box 
tops for the school. 

Happy Online Shopping!

LEARN about the FREE MONEY PROGRAM j

c
i

jhg
e

Q

3

w
q

for 
Svdp

NOVEMBER     |     PAGE 12    |     2013

L

L

L



NOVEMBER     |     PAGE 13    |     2013



Fall
Sports

6th grade
Iero,  Lily
Karam,  Yara
Louis,  Sophie
Montoya,  Camille
Quintanilla,  Sophia
Schneider,  Caimen
Steely,  Samantha
Sullivan,  Claire
Sullivan,  Sarah
Tellez,  Maria
Vera,  Andrea

7th Grade
Bevers,  Lindsay
Clark,  Allison
Fitzgibbon,  Katie
George,  Catherine
Kelly,  Delaney
Kherkher,  Caroline
Leyendecker,  KK
Passmore,  Ana
Smith,  Katya
Standish,  Abigail
Streitmann,  Hanna

8th Grade
Alo,  Katelyn
Bennett,  Abbe
Biggio,  Quinn
Burrow,  Meredith
Clarin-Jante,  Marichael
Hanratty,  Megan
Kelly,  Delaney
Naumann,  Maddy
Olsen,  Kelsey
Smith,  Avery
Smith,  Skylar

Volleyball

Alch, Tucker
Bambace, Robert
Bourg, Patrick
Carbo, Tyler
Castro, Edgar
Condron, Robert
Cortez, Alyssa
Culwell, Jane
Ferrante, Josefina
Ferrante, Trinidad
Groff, Augustine
Haysley, Jr., Michael
Hisse, Mathias
Johnson, Abigail
Keville, Olivia
Lewis, Kathleen
Lewis, Maxwell
Mandola III, Luke
McClure, Taylor
McCurry, Grayson
Pedroza, Kevin

Price, Sara
Rebello, Sophia
Richards, Kevin
Rogers, Kase
Rosenfeld, Anna
Schwartzenburg, Luke
Scott, Brodie
Scott, Kirstie
Smith, Ella
Speight, Sofia
Still, Mia
Swanson, Brian
Tayar, Mark
Vessels, Vincent
Whitley, Marcus
Williford, Katherine

Cross Country

Alo, Katelyn
Bennett, Abbe
Burrow, Meredith
Carter, Grace
Cerda, Lauren
Christman, Katie
Coletti, Elizabeth
Dupuis, Sarah
Johnson, MacKenzie
Luce, Lauren
McGrath, Anna
Naumann, Madeline
Olsen, Kelsey
Oubre, Evan
Tentinger, Katherine
Venker, Sarah
Yu, Caroline

Cheerleaders

8th grade

6th grade7th grade
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Bouvier, Michael
Callaghan, Scott
Cerda, Lauren
Chemaly, Carl
Cruces, Matias
Garrison, Liam
Groff, Catherine
Hwu, Mark
Johnson, MacKenzie
Linardi, Francisca
Lynch, Jacob
Mattioli, Christian
Mattioli, Nicholas
McAughan, Phillip
McDaniel, Mary
Nieto, Ignacio
Nieto, Jacob
Piczak, Claire
Santala, Thomas
Tayar, Andrew
Vera, Manuel

Last Name First Name Grade Helmet 
#

Alvarez Ernesto 6  

Bambace Peter 7 20

Bickham Blake 7 21

Brito Nicolas 8 4

Brooks David 8 9

Castaneda Matthew 7 11

Culwell Brock 7 23

Dickason Richard 8 10

Dickason William 6 33

Didway Clay 7 15

Edwards Thomas Cade 8 18

Ezell Everett 7 16

Fiegel Jacob 6 26

Gasper Hollis 6 39

Grams Jack 8 5

Groff Henry 6 41

Guidroz Bryce 7 13

Hansen, Jr. Michael 7 3

Hearne William 6 30

Jacobs Alexander 7 19

Little Joe 8 2

McCann Ford 8  

McCann Marshall 8  

Miller Jacob 8 8

Monroe Jervon 8  

Narvacan Nicolas 6 25

Parker Connor 7 14

Ramirez Jack 6 29

Ramirez Nathaniel 6 28

Read Luke 7 38

Rogers Kase 8 1

Ross Cole 8 6

Sage Mac 6 35

Schell Jack 7 12

Schmidt Harrison 7 24

Swanson Kenneth 7 22

Vacek Scout 7 40

Vale Roman 6 27

Venker Ethan 6  

Football

varsity

junior varsity

Soccer
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Special thanks to
gurrolareprographics.com

for graciously donating a large 
portion of this newsletter. 

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School 
celebrated Homecoming in September 
and it was especially meaningful, as 
the school is also celebrating its 70th 
Anniversary this year.  

Fun festivities included a week-long 
spirit competition, with the entire 
school being divided into Green and 
Gold teams, facing daily competitions 
to see who showed the most school 
spirit.  Monday students decorated the 
school and classroom doors, Tuesday 
was crazy hat day, Wednesday the 
students were all treated to popsicles, 
Thursday was green and gold sock day 
and finally, Friday was school spirit 
shirt day and a pep rally.  The SVdP 

cheerleaders and drum line performed 
Friday at the school pep rally, and all 
the fall athletic teams were acknowl-
edged.  After school, the Homecoming 
Court Procession, including all 8th 
grade students, took place before the 
football game started.  

The varsity St. Vincent de Paul foot-
ball team celebrated a 47-12 victory 
against St. Cecilia Catholic School.  
Alumni, students, faculty and parents 
cheered on the Tigers and celebrated 
this special community event. Fri-
day evening, Middle School students 
enjoyed dancing with all their friends 
at the Homecoming Dance, the final 
event of a fun week!
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Popsicles on the 
Playground


