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The Reach for the Stars anniversary Auction and Gala would not be possible without the 
generosity and support of our underwriters and sponsors. 

Many thanks to the following shining stars!

Innovators 
Friend of SVdP 

Dreamers
Erin & Corey Ayers, Catherine Devine & Brad Bath, 
Norine & Rob Johnson, Elizabeth & John Keeler, 
Heather & Ken Naumann, Jennifer & Ben Raymond

Sandy & Mitchell Atwood, Janet & David Cunningham, 
Heather & Alex Montoya, Mary & Eric Polnau, 
Leanne & Jeff Schneider, Tessa & Todd Ward

Eryn & Bob Elliott, Carmen & Jim Fitzpatrick, 
Lisa & Joe Louis, Mary & Stuart Roy, 
Cheryl & John Sullivan, Margaret & Rick Vinson

Mary and Ronald Neal

Believers
Cecile & Chris Deutschen, Kristina & Tim Drone, 
Megan & James Leif, Katherine & Bill Macey, 
Maribel & Jose Nolla, Esmer & Ray Vale

Kari & Anthony Clay, Christina Rumore & Conor Lynch, 
Mireille & Michael Marino, Rachel & Greg Parten, 
Jodi & Scott Probst, Allison & Herrick Sovany

Dani & Dan Bass, Sheila & Dan Bergen, Anne & Jake Lewis

Nancy Dickason & Mike Connelly, Cindy & Brian Fiegel, 
Lisa & Charlie Gasper, Blanca & Giovanni Ramirez, 
Laura & Tom Sage, Kymberly & Don Venker

Rebecca Oliver-Bromenshenkel & Greg Bromenshenkel, 
Sarah Blutt & Chris Magnus, Lucy Anderson & Jeff Shore, 
Alice & Justin Tholany, Niki & Todd Trombley, 
Rachel & Adrian Vojvodic

Kimberly & Peter Buettgen, Kelly & Frank Hogan, 
Alexis & James Kennedy, Vivian & Hugh Scott, 
Autumn & Jonathan Seiler, Jennifer & Steve Visintine

Maggie & Dax Garza, Jennifer & Matt Girotto, 
Cathy & Brady Hughes, Wendy & James Johnston, 
Jenny & John McCarthy, Yadira & Jeff Parker

Victoria & Edgar Castro, Gentine & T.J. Meagher, 
Stella & Gumaro Pedroza, Patricia & Mauricio Recinos, 
Yolanda & Mike Robson

Gina & Rob Ascher, Michelle & Tom Bickhman, 
Teresa & Richard Bogatto, Marnie & Tom Clark, 
Joan & Scott Ezell, Claire & Ricky Lynch

Believers 
Kate & Jaime Brito, Nora & Richard Brooks, 
Penny & Drew Grams,Tiffany & Kevin Leyendecker, 
Kris & JJ Little, Rhett & Peyton Ross

Helen & Walid Baaklini, Rita & Roy Chemaly, 
Choladda & Jonathan Curry, Olguita Santiago & Angel Rodri-
guez, 
Patricia & Gilbert Sayegh, Faith & Raffaele Sepe

Diane & Michael Bevers, Valerie & Richard Cortez, 
Anh Dang & David Grosshans, Cecilia & Joseph Price, 
Elizabeth & Savio Rebello

Stephanie & Charles Bourg, Michelle & Mark Brodie, 
Laura & Javier Gonzalez,Twyla & Louis Levy, 
Mary Helen & Charles O'Leary, Andrea & Don Vessels

Gretchen & David Anderson, Lynn & Clay Hoster, 
Diane & Michael Kruger, Terri & Michael McAfee, 
Mary & Davis Porterfield, Judy & Darby Sere

Tracy & Vance Christopher, Barbara & John Dewitt, 
Lois & Robert Dzik, Shawn McKean & Russell Heinen, 
Kate McCarroll, Louise & Bob Parsley

Casey & Dennis Alff, Katy & Kevin Antill, 
Claire & Dennis Hughes, Tanya & Michael Wood

Naegeli Transportation, Inc. -  Debbie & Boyd Naegeli

Kelly Cajahuaringa & Juan Carlos Castro, Karyn & James Kram-
er, Quennie & Jay Que, Patricia & Tom Ritter, 
Janet Schellinger & Antoine Charles Steeling, Amy & Victor Tan

Tracy & Stephen Butz, Catherine & Andrew Dunn, 
Patrice & Joseph Guitreau, Catherine & Steven Hollerbach, 
Ana & Monte Patrick

Carrie & Michael Cerda, Paige & Winn Davis, 
Leslie & Mike Hansen, Jodie & Brent McDaniel, 
Shiji & John Varkey, Katherine & Davis Thames

Barbara & Ron Young

Star Gazers
Anna & Jeff Courville  
Carl Iverson & Claire Saks-Iverson
Todd & Tiffany Johnson                
Bellaire ER - Iryna & Mario Quintanilla
Jane & Quinn Herbert                          
Susan & Russell Garrison
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Dear Parents,

Happy New Year!  It is hard to believe 
that we are starting a new semester, 
but that is the case.  The first semester 
was filled with many accomplishments 
which include a very successful Annual 
Fund and Fun Fest.  The parish and 
school community is alive and well and 
very supportive of St. Vincent de Paul 
Catholic School.  I am deeply grateful 
to all of our families who help to make 
our school the great place it is.

We were again selected by the Hous-
ton Chronicle as one of the Top Work-
places in Houston, placing 8th out of 
70 in the small business category. The 
faculty and staff, as well as the admin-
istration, feel blessed to be able to work 
in a Catholic environment where we 
have such strong support, and in which 
we can practice our faith.  

The football team won the GHCAA 
championship after an impressive sea-
son under the direction of Coach Ivory 
Young girl’s volleyball had an excellent 

team, which was strongly supported by 
the boys' football team, showing real 
school spirit.  Co-ed soccer was also 
very successful and looks forward to an 
even better year next year.  We have 
begun our academic competitions as 
well as our spring sports season.  I am 
certain our teams will bring home many 
trophies to display in the front office.  I 
can’t thank our coaches and academic 
sponsors enough for their dedication to 
our students.

Every year, one of our students' art 
work is chosen for the school’s Christ-
mas card.  This year, Lauren Cerda 
was the winner.  Her work was sent 
throughout the Archdiocese and is on 
display in the front office behind the 
desk.  I have received many compli-
ments on this beautiful depiction of the 
Annunciation.  Please take time to stop 
in and see it.

We are fast approaching this year’s 
Auction Gala.  Katy Antill and Maggie 
Garza have put together a wonderful 
evening of fun and entertainment.  This 

year, we honor Penny and Paul Layne, 
who are long time parishioners and 
supporters of SVdP, having put six chil-
dren through the school.  It will be an 
evening to remember.  I look forward to 
seeing you there.

This is our 70th anniversary year.  St. 
Vincent de Paul Catholic School has 
served the families of this parish and 
surrounding community for many 
years, providing a strong academic and 
Catholic education for their children. 
We currently have 24 legacy families in 
the school who have returned to SVdP 
so their children might benefit from 
this long-standing tradition.  We hope 
to add more to the list with next year’s 
admissions. I wish you health and hap-
piness in this New Year.

Yours in Christ,

Carolyn Sears

From the principal...

PTO Executive Board:
President - Heather Montoya
VP, President-Elect - Teresa Bogatto
Past President - Michelle Bickham
Communications VP - Jennifer Rosenfeld
Secretary - Stephanie Bourg
Treasurer - Claire Hughes

PTO Directors:
Auction - Katy Antill & Maggie Garza
Auction-Elect - Cathy Hollerbach & Ana Patrick
Book Fair - Cathy Hughes & Jody McDaniel
Breakfast with Santa - Maribel Nola & Esmer Vale
Cabrini Festival - Soledad Aguirre Duffy & Carolina Ferrante
Concessions Coordinator - Laura Sage
Enrichment - Alexis Kennedy & Elaine Whitley
Hospitality - Dani Bass & Kari Clay
Orientation - Karen Haysley & Kelly Hogan
Performance Programs - Suanne Bouvier
Party Packs - Wendy Johnston & Leanne Schneider
Public Relations - Janet Cunningham & Mary Polnau
Room Parent Coordinator - Kristina Drone
Sports Parent Coordinators - Kris Little & Tiffany Leyendecker
Style Show - Kim Burrow & Victoria Mattioli
Tiger Bucks - Mary Helen O’Leary & Patricia Ritter
Tiger Market - Erin Ayers  & Graciana Linardi
Tiger’s Mouth Newsletter - Rachel Parten
Used Uniforms - Eryn Elliott & Colleen Walsh
Yearbook - Valerie Cortez & Mel Iero
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PTO is a fun and great way to get 
involved and support our school.  
PTO Nominations for 2014-15 will 
begin the first week of February 
with an online process.  Please 
look for emails and take the 

time to review and nominate 
talented people. If you are 

interested in a position, 
please nominate 
yourself. (The survey 
program is private, 
and you will be the 
only person to know 
– so don’t be shy!)  

If you have questions 
or would like informa-

tion regarding the 
nomination process, 
please contact Mi-
chelle Bickham, PTO 
Past President at 
mabickham@icloud.
com. If you have 
questions regarding 

PTO Board positions please contact Heather Mon-
toya, PTO President at hmontoya47@hotmail.com
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Dear Parents, 

I look forward to seeing everyone at the upcoming 
“Reach for the Stars” Auction and Gala on January 
25, where we will continue the School’s 70th anniver-
sary celebration.  Auction is the biggest social event of 
the school year, and the PTO’s most important fund-
raiser. Many, many thanks to our Auction Directors, 
Katy Antill and Maggie Garza, and to their Su-
perstar Auction Committee members.  Through their 
collective efforts, our community can come together 
to celebrate at Auction, plus we can support the two 
lasting projects they have made possible: the Legacy 
Wall and the Tiger Patio.  Thank you, friends, for the 
incredible work you’ve done.

The volunteerism present in the St. Vincent de Paul 
Catholic School community is impressive.  We have 
a beautiful, highly functional mix of new and expe-
rienced volunteers.  It seems clear that the habitual 
volunteers have found joy in giving, and that volun-
teering fulfills them emotionally and spiritually.  On 
top of all that fulfillment, volunteering offers a tre-
mendous opportunity to meet new friends whose chil-
dren are in other grades who we may not otherwise 
meet.

With that in mind, please consider nominating 
yourself or a friend for a 2014-15 PTO Board 
position!  The nominations process will begin short-
ly with an online survey.  It’s anonymous, so please 
don’t be shy about nominating yourself!  Thank you, 
PTO Past President, Michelle, Bickham, and the Nom-
inating Committee, for ensuring that this is a fair, 
smooth process.

Since the last issue of Tigers Mouth was published, 
we’ve had many events and services organized by 
the PTO, all made possible by the help of many, many 
volunteers.  Thank you to the Directors and committee 
members:

•	 Tiger Pride Day: Thank you, Enrichment Direc-
tors Alexis Kennedy and Elaine Whitley for 
highlighting the many talents of SVdP students, 
and for honoring the teachers, too.  

•	 Jazz Night: Cathy Hollerbach chaired this popu-
lar event, working with PTO Performance Programs 
Director Suanne Bouvier, and the enormously 
talented Preston Smith, all in support of the music 
program.

•	 Book Fair: Cathy Hughes and Jody McDaniel 
co-directed this beloved event, supporting SVdP’s 
library. “Ticket to Read: 70 Years of Adventures in 
Reading” earned over money for the library, plus 
over 600 new books were donated to the library, 
classrooms and counselors for SVdP students’ use.  

•	 Grandparents Day and Christmas Program: 
PTO Performance Programs Director Suanne Bou-
vier provided volunteer coordination and produc-
tion assistance for these fantastic School-spon-
sored events. 

•	 Breakfast with Santa: Maribel Nolla and 
Esmer Vale organized “Deck the Halls” to begin 
the Christmas season with a morning full of crafts, 
breakfast, and great shopping.  Thank you to 
Santa for making the trip from the North Pole for 
some photos, to the Knights of Columbus for serv-
ing a delicious breakfast, and to the SVdP Choir 
for lending their beautiful voices.

•	 Christmas Gift Collection: Thank you, Kristi-
na Drone, for spearheading the Christmas Gift 
Collection for our faculty and staff.  In addition to 
the Christmas bonuses that the PTO provided to 
all full and part time school personnel, a monetary 
Christmas gift was also given to our wonderful 
faculty and staff, thanks to the generous contribu-
tions from SVdP families.

Please mark your calendars for Cabrini Festival (Feb 
12-14th), where we will focus on Argentina.  Style 
Show (Apr 27) will honor the eighth grade class.  

There are many events and services sponsored by the 
PTO throughout the year.  I’m honored to work with 
each of the members of the PTO Board (listed on Page 
4).  I’m humbled by their dedication, and grateful for 
their friendship.  Thank you to all the volunteers, com-
mittee members, and PTO Directors.

Parental involvement is the critical component to 
the success of all the events and services organized 
through the PTO. Thank you all for everything you do!  
If you have questions or want to get involved, please 
contact me at 713-299-9747 or hmontoya47@hotmail.
com. 

With gratitude,
Heather Montoya
PTO President 2013-14

From the PTO President...
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PTO Sponsored Events - Please save the date...

Be sure to visit 

www.saintvincentschool.org 
often for more information about 
PTO events and services.

JAN

FEB

APR

MAY

31

Tiger Pride Day

25


Auction and Gala 

"Reach for the 
Stars"

4

Tiger Pride Day

27

Style Show
“Here’s Looking at 

You, Kid!”

7


Getting to Know SVdP 

Risky Behaviors
6:30 PM 

(in conjunction with 
+Works)

8-9 


Spring Musical

21


Tiger Pride Day

26-31

Catholic Schools 
Week

12-14

Cabrini Festival

5


"Friends, Family 

and Everyone Else" 
Restaurant (Day and) 

Night at 
Fish City Grill
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Congratulations on completing the 2nd Quarter of 
the 2013-14 year!  We hope everyone had a restful 
Christmas break and is energized for the new year.  We 
continue to celebrate the many accomplishments of our 
school and honor our 70th Anniversary.  We hope you 
will join us in supporting the school and the PTO at the 
Anniversary Auction & Gala on January 25th.

The School Board plays an integral part in planning the 
direction of our school’s future.  In November, the School 
Board co-hosted a “Get to Know” SVdP session in 
which we explained how the School Board operates and 
how parents can get involved.  We also held a special 
weekend session in January to hear from Monsignor 
Bill regarding his vision for the school, and to review the 
school’s budget, 5 year financial projections and tuition 
rates.  The Strategic Planning & Facilities committee has 
been reviewing market trend and demographic data to 
help lay the groundwork for the future of our school.  The 
Student Affairs and Communications committees have 
been busy planning Catholic Schools Week activities 
(Jan 26th - 31st) and our annual Academic Pep Rally 
(Jan 31st).  Student Affairs also has been working with 
the Beta Club on service initiatives for our students, as 
well as curriculum benchmarking.  Be on the lookout this 
Spring for our annual parent survey and follow-up focus 
group sessions to respond to the needs of our families.  

We have finalized the school’s Strategic Plan and you 
can view the document on Edline under the Contents 
section in the School Board folder.  The School Board 
is committed to being as transparent as possible and is 
publishing its monthly meeting reports and presentations 
on Edline as well.  The School Board meets monthly on 
the 2nd Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.  The meetings are open 
to those who request attendance in advance (except 
occasional confidential discussions).  If you would like to 
address the School Board with an issue, please contact 
Joe Louis at joetlouis@gmail.com.   The School Board 
relies on the expertise and support of parent volun-
teers.  In particular, if you have a special qualification 
and an interest in assisting the Facilities, Finance or the 
Technology committees, please contact the respective 
chairpersons.

Executive Committee
Joe Louis – President
Ray Vale – Vice President, Strategic Planning & Facilities
Elaine Fitzgibbon – Secretary

Committee Chairs
Tom Bickham – Technology
Marnie Clark – Communications
Cindy Fiegel – Student Affairs
Mike McConn – Extracurricular
Glenn Standish - Finance
Rachel Steely – Advancement
Ray Vale – Strategic Planning
Heather Montoya – PTO President

Catholic Schools Week
January 26-31, 2014

Schedule of Events

Sunday, 
01/26W

Catholic Schools Week Masses and 70th Anniversary Join us 
for a cake and punch at our 70thanniversary reception in the PFC 
following both Masses, get your free dress pass, and see special 
performances from our own students.  Please change toJoin us 
for cake and punch at our 70th anniversary reception in the PFC 
following both Masses and get your free dress pass. We want to 
see you and all our alumni there!

Monday, 
01/27

Classroom door decorating and spirit posters – honoring 
Catholic Schools’ Week and SVdP’s Academic Achievers (DI, 
Math Team, Prep Bowl, UST Awardees, Spelling Bee, Academic 
Rally participants, and more).

Tuesday, 
01/28

Archdiocesan Region Mass with our 8th graders at 10:00 am.  
We will be joined by eight other Catholic Schools in our region, 
along with a member from the Catholic Schools’ Office and the 
Chancery.

Wednes-
day, 01/29

Walk a mile in another’s shoes” – School-wide service 
project to bring in new and gently used school shoes for CCSC.   
Students can help contribute to this worthy cause and share their 
faith in action.

Thursday, 
01/30

Classroom Time Capsule Preparation – We will be putting 
together a time capsule that every student will help prepare.  
This special memento will mark our 70th anniversary and will be 
incorporated into our Auction patio project to be located outside 
the cafeteria.

Friday, 
01/31/31

Tiger Pride Day and Academic Pep Rally – wear your Tiger 
Pride shirts and enjoy a special treat provided by the PTO!  We 
will honor the many achievements of our students at the Academ-
ic Pep rally that afternoon!  We will also have a drawing for those 
who have signed up for Steps for Students!

• The Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston has the larg-
est private school system in Texas.

• More than 18,000 students are enrolled.

Interesting facts:

Seven Decades of Student 
Success at SVdP

In addition to these fun events, be on the lookout for 70 
years of SVdP School trivia honoring our legacy!

School Board News
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Annual Fund Update – 
Thanks to our matching 
gift donors!

Thanks to all the parents who pursued 
a corporate match for their Annual Fund 
gift this school year.  A corporate match 
can double or sometimes triple the 
impact of your Annual Fund gift and it 
is of no cost to you!  January is a good 
time to apply because many companies 
replenish their matching funds at the 
beginning of the calendar year.  Con-
tact your HR department to find out if 
your company matches gifts or contact 
SVdP’s Director of Advancement, Elisa-
beth Yoder (eyoder@svdp-edu.org).

On another positive note, our Annual 
Fund is the strongest it has ever been 

with $306,770 in gifts received and 
$24,432 in pledges to date.  Every gift 
makes a difference and helps bridge the 
gap between tuition and the true cost 
of educating our students.  The Annual 
Fund is the most critical fundraiser of the 
year and we truly thank all who helped 
support it.

Coca-Cola, Christina Arteaga
Buckeye Partners, Corey Ayers
GDF Suez, Eric Bradley
Chevron, Daniel Broussard
Phillips 66, Christine Carbo
Chevron, Cindy Church
JP Morgan, Marnie Clark
Clay Family Partnership, Kari and Antho-
ny Clay
Plains Marketing, Lewis Coleman
AIG, Kathy Davis
AIG, Ted Etlinger

Chevron, Julie and Josh Flowers
Dow Jones, Sue Garrison
Exxon, Tiffany Johnson
NOV, Karyn Kramer
TransOcean, Vincent Leemann
SAP, David Luce
Merrill Lynch, Jeff McCurry
BP, Brent McDaniel
Medtronic, Ben Raymond
Baker Hughes, Savio Rebello
SBM Atlantia, Oriol Rijken
Baker Hughes, David Robson
JP Morgan, Jeff Schneider
Wingfield Sears Group, Carolyn and 
David Sears
EOG Resources, Michele Stewart
Jennette Tran
Chevron, SteveVisintine
Pfizer, Tessa Ward

Listed are winners from our school at the 2014 St. Pius 
Middle School Academic Rally.  Our students competed 
against 17 other Catholic schools throughout the Archdio-
cese and they did great. Hard work throughout the years 
is definitely paying off.  THEY ARE LEARNING!  Our quiz 
bowl team won each of their three preliminary rounds.

6th Grade
Name Place Category

Robert Condron 1 Science

1 English

HM Math

HM Number Sense

Justin Varkey 1 Theology

Emily Roy 1 Creative Writing 1A

Dominique Nanquil 1 Creative Writing 2B

6 Science

HM Social Studies

HM Spelling

Davis Thames 2 Theology

5 Number Sense

William Hearne 2 Spanish (NN)

2 Creative Writing 2B

William Dickason 4 Number Sense

6 Math

Reagan Pollard 5 Creative Writing 1B

Alex Lopez 6 Spanish

Claire Sullivan 6 Social Studies

7th Grade
Name Place Category

Shane Pesek 1 Art

Taylor McClure 2 Spelling

HM English

Kenneth Swanson 3 Theology

4 Science

Sean Doyle HM Social St.

Number Sense

Marcus Whitley HM Art

Anna Rosenfeld HM English

Grade 8
Name Place Category

Catherine Groff 2 Spanish (NN)

Jacob Nieto 2 Spanish (NN)

Madeleine Ducote 3 Spelling

English

Manuel Vera 4 Spanish (NN)

Caroline Yu 6 Creative Writing 1A

Avery Smith 6 Math

Thomas Santala 6 Number Sense

HM Math

Phillip McAughan HM Science

HM Number Sense

Evan Oubre HM Art

HM Onsite Art

Megan Hanratty HM Art

Annual Fund Update – 
Thanks to our 
matching gift donors!

2014 St. Pius Middle School 
Academic Rally
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The SVdP Children’s Choir enjoyed singing 
at “Breakfast With Santa” and other events during the hol-
iday season, including the Book Fair, Belmont Village, the 
Convent of the Sisters of the Sacred Heart, 5he Cardinal’s 
Christmas (middle school choir in photo) at the 4:30 PM 
Christmas Eve Mass, where alumni of the choir joined us. 
These alumni included Isabella Bernal, Kylie Stavinoha and 
Sara Colburn. Catholic Schools Week begins on Sunday, 
January 26th with some members of the  children’s choir 
singing at the 9:00AM Mass and others at the 11:00AM 
parish Mass.  Choir members in grades 4-8 are looking 
forward to singing at a special Mass on Tuesday, January 
28th presided by Bishop Joseph Fiorenza and attended by 
students and teachers from catholic schools around our 
diocese. 

Two important upcoming choir events include attending 
a Pueri Cantores Festival at the Cathedral of the Sacred 
Heart in downtown Houston Saturday, March 29th 11:00 
AM – 5:30 PM in preparation for our competition and field 
trip to Dallas, Friday, April 11th. Cost of the festival is $20 
per person, which includes lunch and a festival  medallion. Permission 
slips will be required. All students going on the April 11th fieldtrip to 
Dallas should attend the festival March 29th. This festival will prepare 
us for the competition and also begins our choral preparations for a 
special trip to Rome December 26, 2015 for choir members in grades 
4 – 8 and their families! Choir members in grade 3 will be allowed to 

travel to Rome but will not be permitted to participate in  the Interna-
tional Federation Pueri Cantores events. It will be a trip of a lifetime for 
many of us as we have Mass with Pope Francis on January 1, 2016 
and join him at a private audience and rehearsal for the Mass.  We 
hope you can join us!

Reading tips for parents to keep in mind:

1. Read with your children every day!  Take turns reading pages aloud.

2. Read a variety of materials – picture books, comics, magazines, 
fiction and nonfiction.  Stories, for example, are often organized around 
characters, a setting, and a plot, while nonfiction books are usually 
organized around main ideas followed by details.

3. Read with fun in your voice.  Ham it up!  Kids love it when you read 
with humor and expression.

4. Dig deeper into the story.  Ask questions as you read. “Why do you 
think the character did that?”  Point out things on the page to discuss.  
Allow the child to retell the story in his/her own words and ask them to 
predict what happens next.

5. Crack open the dictionary.  “Hmm, I’m not sure what that word 
means… I think I’ll look it up.”  Let your child see you using a dictio-
nary. 

6. Be patient.  Give your child time to sound out an unfamiliar word or 
formulate their thoughts.

7. Take control of the television.  Encourage reading as a “free-time” 
activity.  

8. Use audio books and daily reading to help foster early positive 
reading experiences.  A love of books helps to make the ongoing 
effort of learning to read fun and worthwhile.  

9. Go to the public library often.  Self selecting books is important. 

10. Talk about what you see and do.  Talking about everyday activities 
helps build a child’s background knowledge.  This background knowl-
edge is crucial to listening and reading comprehension.  

LIBRARY CORNER
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Abigail Standish

Anna RosenfeldKenneth Swanson Lindsay Beavers

Matthew Whitley

Shane Pesek

Taylor McClure

Please welcome our young editors as Tiger's Mouth 
begins including student-generated content. 

Two grade levels will be featured in each issue.  This 
issue features Kindergarten and 7th graders.  

Next issue will include content from 1st and 4th graders.
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Join us at the 2014 SVdP Style Show as we bid 
a very special farewell to our Class of 2014!  In 
recognition of our 70th anniversary, we’ll go back 
to that era by remembering one of the best mov-
ies of all times, “Casablanca!"  Here’s looking at 
you, kids!  You did it!  

Our guest of honor will be the infamous Gayle 
Grassle!  Gayle’s daughter, Rae, started Kinder-
garten at SVdP and graduated in 2002.  Gayle 
began volunteering at SVdP as a parent early 
on.  She took on the challenge of auction acqui-
sitions chair one year and BWS the next!  One 
day, Gayle went into the school office to drop off 
Rae’s lunch.  The school was desperate for a 
PreK aide and begged her to stay that very day!  
After negotiating a quick shower and change of 
clothes, Gayle took on that role (and many oth-

ers) leaving her career as a lawyer far behind!  
After nearly 17 years, Gayle continues to provide 
outstanding support to our parents, students, 
teachers, staff and Prime Time program.  She 
truly touches everyone in our school community!  
Be sure to congratulate Gayle on her great ac-
complishments and dedication to SVdP School.  

This year’s Style Show and Luncheon will be 
held at Omni Houston on Sunday, April 27th at 
11:00am.  Teachers, 8th graders and 8th grade 
siblings will be dressed to the nines modeling 
fabulous fashions from Dilliard’s!  We hope to 
see you there!  

Kim Burrow & Victoria Mattioli
2014 Style Show Directors

Here’s looking at you, kid!

Last October, SVdP PTO’s Enrichment Directors, Alexis Ken-
nedy and Elaine Whitley, in conjunction with School Coun-
selor, Kimberly Hight, hosted “Power of One” Week, SVdP’s 
version of Red Ribbon Week.  They built on the theme of drug 
abuse prevention to also include other healthy and positive 
choices.  
 
The “Power of One” theme encompassed several messages: 
drug, alcohol and tobacco awareness, health and wellness, 
and bullying prevention.  The overall message is that each 
person has the power to make wise choices each and every 
day- emotionally, physically, and spiritually. 

The week consisted of several theme days, with teacher-di-
rected activities, ceremonies, and speakers, including:

Aimee Taylor: “Healthy Choices: Good Nutrition for Your 
Whole Life”, for 5th – 8th grades

Linda Gomez from Dance Destinations: Yoga, for PreK-1st 

Mr. Monks: “Legal Consequences of Drugs and Alcohol", for 7th and 
8th grades

Molly Donovan: Yoga, for 6th – 8th grades
 
Patrick King from the World Community for Christian Meditation: 
Meditation, for 2nd – 4th grades

Thank you to all the volunteers, teachers, speakers and students 
for supporting this week-long celebration of healthy choices.

“Power of One” Week

SVdP students served a Mass for retired 
religious celebrated by Cardinal
DiNardo last week.

PK and K Mandatory 
Observation

Saturday, February 1, 2014.
PK - 8 a.m.- 10 a.m.

K – 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

All prospective students will need to meet in 
the Parish Family Center.
Please call the school office to reserve a 
space for your child.  (713-666-2345)
 
The application deadline is February 1, 2014.
For questions please call Renee McCurry in 
the Admissions Office. (713-663-3541)

Shawn Varkey 4th grade – intermediate 
school winner
Nathaniel Fernandes 6th grade – middle 
school winner
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Many thanks to all of you who have already contributed to 
this year’s Wine Pull! Those of you who are new to St. Vin-
cent de Paul Catholic School and the Auction & Gala may 
be asking yourself, “What is the wine pull?” Each year, 
one of the most anticipated events at the Auction & Gala 
is the Wine Pull where for $100 you have the opportunity 
to “pull” 3 corks which each correspond to a bottle of wine. 
These wines are donated by our generous parents and 
are valued at a minimum of $25 each. Many times, bottles 
that are difficult to find in retail outlets and bottles that 
have received stellar ratings have been donated and you 
could go home with well over $100 worth of wine!

If you haven't had a chance to donate, there is still time! 
Donations  will be accepted through Thursday, January 
23rd. Please drop off your bottles either in the school 
office, or at the home of Cathy Hollerbach at 3607 Tartan 
Lane (77025).

Questions? Please do not hesitate to contact any member 
of the Wine Pull Committee: Alexis Kennedy at alexism-
kennedy@icloud.com, Ana Patrick at anapatrick@mac.
com, Cathy Hollerbach at catherine_hollerbach@yahoo.
com, or Janet Cunningham at jdcmail@sbcglobal.net.

2014 
Reach for the Stars 

Wine Pull

The TIGER BUCKS Program Is a SUCCESS!
Get involved!

There are multiple opportunities to raise funds for SVdP that we 
consider FREE MONEY! These programs are of no cost to you, 
but the combined effort of many truly makes a difference. Thank 
you for making a little extra effort to make your regular shopping 
benefit the School. With your help, we have earned almost $2,300 
with the programming below.  THANK YOU!

BOX TOPS – Please keep on clipping and turn in your box tops! 
The February 21, 2014 deadline for collecting is quickly approach-
ing.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS - First Wednesdays of each month 
are Family Nights  - Treat yourself to a No Cook Day and join us 
for Family Night to see old friends and meet new ones. 

Google “Free Money for SVdP” and click on the link and learn 
how you can connect your loyalty cards or earn while shopping 
online. 

Local
Randall's, Kroger and Target  - Connect your loyalty cards to 
SVdP and it will earn a percentage of your shopping.

Online Shopping 
Shop at Amazon - make sure to use our special link located on 
our Free Money for SVdP page on www.saintvincentschool.org 
each time you shop and SVdP earns.

Shop at Box Tops for Education Marketplace – Over 150 stores! 
Log on at www.boxtops4education.com/marketplace and click 
through to shop at your favorite stores and earn eboxtops for 
SVdP. 

C A B R I N I 
INTERNATIONAL 
F E S T I V A L 

	  
 

GET READY TO TANGO 

	   	  

February 12-13&14 / 2014	  

Get ready to tango

February 12, 13 & 14,  2014 

Steps for Students
Saturday, February 15, 2014 at 8:00 AM

Lace up your running shoes...It is time to support Catholic educa-
tion in the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston with the 9th Annual 
Steps for Students 5K Run/Walk.  Steps for Students is an Archdi-
ocesan-wide event that brings our community together in support 
of the education of mind, heart and spirit with a pre-race Mass at 
the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, chip timed 5K, David K. 
Guite Memorial 1K, and post-race festivities!
 
You can join your registration to a school team and even create a 
fundraising page to gather pledges of support for a school in the 
network of Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Galveston-Hous-
ton.
  
You can register your family at 
www.steps4students.org

Sign up is easy and fast.  Just make sure to join the SVdP Team 
while signing up.  If you have any questions or need any assis-
tance, please contact Kirk Schwartzenburg with the SVdP Dad’s 
Club at kirkschwartzenburg@hotmail.com or 713 213 0789.
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Breakfast with Santa 2013

St. Vincent de Paul’s annual Breakfast with Santa, “Deck the Halls”, took place  
Saturday, December 7, 2013, 8:30am-11:30am, in the MJFC , gym and cafeteria.  
The children had a great time making crafts, mingling with friends, and taking pho-
tos with Santa.  With the variety of vendors that attended the market, adults were 
able to get a head start on their Christmas shopping.  
W
The families enjoyed eating pancakes, tacos, Chik-fil-A minis, and sipping on hot 
chocolate and coffee while listening to Christmas carols.  This year we enjoyed 
listening to the SVdP Choir led by Mrs. Monks as well as the Bellaire Orchestra.  

A special thanks goes out to the following companies for their donations:  Chick-
Fil-A, Panera Bread,  Skeeter’s, and ECI Catering.  We would also like to thank the 
Knights of Columbus for volunteering to make all the 
delicious breakfast tacos and pancakes and for the 
SVdP parents who brought in pastries.

All this would not have been possible without the 
collaborative efforts of many.  A big thank you to the 
following:  Breakfast with Santa Committee members, 
Heather Montoya, Michelle Bickham, Trisha Hoff-
man, Erin Eyers, Mrs. Tanner, Mrs. Sears, Beta Club 
members, confirmation students, and SVdP church 
facility staff. 

Esmer Vale and Maribel Nolla
2013 Breakfast with Santa Co-Directors

Thank you to our parents, faculty, staff, 
and all of the volunteers who made 
the 2013 Book Fair “Ticket to Read: 
70 Years of Adventures in Reading!” 
possible.  Thanks to you, Book Fair was 
a tremendous success!  We are pleased 
to announce that over 600 exciting new 
books were donated to our library and to 
our classrooms.  

In addition to book donations, the funds 
generated from the book fair will be used 
to support the following items:
Bluebonnet Reading Incentive Program 
– Students who completed the require-
ments for reading 5, 10, or 15 of the 
2013-2014 Bluebonnet books will be 
rewarded for their accomplishments.  
  

Caldecott Reading Incentive Program 
– In May students who have earned a 
place in the Caldecott Club will celebrate 
with a pizza party and limo ride to a 
nearby park.

Technology purchases that may include 
ebooks, iPads, or applications for the 
iPads.  Additional books, supplies, data-
bases, audio books, etc. for the library.

Book Fair is critical in helping to ensure 
that SVdP is well stocked with current 
reading material for our students. Thank 
you again for your support and participa-
tion in this year’s event!

SVdP 2013 Book Fair:  A Recap

Cathy Hughes and Jody McDaniel
2013 Book Fair Co-Directors
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Back Row:   William Dickason,  Hollis Gasper,  Mac Sage,  Justin Varkey,  Nicolas Narvacan
Front Row: John Ramirez,  Tomas Aguire Duffy, Ernesto Alvarez Mattiuzzi, Alex White,  Jacob Fiegel

Back Row:  David Brooks,  Scott Callaghan, Nicolas Brito, Jacob Miller, Jack Grams,  Kase Rogers
Front Row: Andrew Leyendecker,  Joe Little,  Brian Swanson,  Jervon Monroe,  Richard Dickason,  Cole Ross 

Back Row:  William McCairns,  Michael Hansen,  Blake Bickham, Kenneth Swanson, Sean Doyle, Bryce Guidroz,  
Middle Row: Matthew Castaneda, Everett Ezell, Peter Bambace,  Walker McCairns, Tucker Alch, Luke Read, Carl Chemaly, 
Front Row: Jack Schell, Grayson McCurry, Brock Culwell, Clay Didway,  Nicholas Mattioli, Connor Parker,    Jacob Lynch,  Alexander Jacobs
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Back Row Caroline Kherkher, Hannah Streitmann, Kate Tentinger
Front Row:  Kate Williford, Grace Carter, Katya Smith, Lauren Cerda, Delaney Kelly, Kathleen 
Leyendecker

The St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School 8th grade Varsi-
ty Basketball Team won the Tiger 2.0 Tournament at the 
Zone.  They beat the Houston Homeschool Christian Youth 
Association team 54-48 for the Championship.

Strake Jesuit  Tournament Champs

Back Row: Samantha Steely, Claire Sullivan
Front Row: Sofia Vera ,Chloe Alff,  Sarah Sullivan

Team Twins JDRF Walk to Cure 
Diabetes on Oct. 26, 2013
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Special thanks to
gurrolareprographics.com

for graciously donating a large 
portion of this newsletter. 

An evening of live jazz featuring KOLLABORATIVE EPHERT

Grandparents' anD Special Friends Day

Christmas Program

Jazz Night

Preston Smith - Trumpet
RodeRick Davenport - Saxophone

Andre Hayward - Trombone
Annette Williams and Devyn Werner - Vocalists

Chair: Cathy Hollerbach


