
Happy November! 

 

November is a significant month. November 1st is All Saint’s Day and we have to pray and remember all 

Saints. This is a holy day that means we are required to attend Mass to celebrate the Saints,  There are so 

many Saints in heaven now.  

November 2nd is All Soul’s Day and it is not a holy day. However, it would be great if we attend Mass to pray 

for all souls.  Pray for your deceased parents, grandparents, brothers, sisters, friends and more, I will explain 

more in another page. 

On Veteran’s Day, we have to pray and remember for all men and women who bravely fought for our freedom 

and country.  They have sacrificed their lives for us.  

On Thanksgiving Day, we are thanking Lord for our freedom, food, shelters, clothing, families and more.  We 

can’t forget that Lord gave us our needs.  

The Feast of Christ King is on November 24th,  a week before the first Sunday of Advent.  
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In Memory of Reverend Charles Burgoon 

We are saddened by the death of  Fr Charles Burgoon who passed away on October 13,2019, at the age 80. He 

was a longtime pastor, high school teacher, and administrator and a priest for 55 years. He was born in St Lou-

is on January 14, 1939.He attended St Louis Preparatory Seminary, Cardinal Glennon College and Kenrick 

Seminary. He was ordained to the priesthood on March 1964, by Cardinal Joseph E. Ritter at the St Louis Ca-

thedral. 

Fr Burgoon’s first assignment was an assistant pastor at St Thomas More Parish in Bel-Ridge and later that 

year as assistant pastor at St Aloysius Gonzaga Parish in St Louis.  In 1965, he began graduate studies at St 

Louis University and was appointed part time assistant pastor at Annunication Parish in Webster Groves. 

Also, he was a part time associate pastor in several parishes: St Barbara Parish, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, St 

Mary Magdalen, St Joseph and St Catherine of Siena.  

He was an administrator at several high schools: DeAndreis High School, Mercy High School, St Dominic High 

School, and Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish. 

He was pastor of several parishes: St Gregory Parish in St Ann, St Gabriel Parish. At last, he became a pastor 

of St Richard’s in Creve Coeur in 2006. In 2014, he retired from St Richard’s and re-

sided at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in University City.  

Jack Morrow attended Mercy High School in 1972’s, Fr Burgoon was his assistant prin-

cipal.  In 1977, I (Al Alvord) attended Mercy High School and he was my administra-

tor. He was a wonderful man to several deaf students. 

In 2013, Catholic Deaf Society relocated to St Richard’s. Fr Burgoon was the ONLY one 

who welcomed Deaf Catholics and CDS to his church. So we will always thank him for 

supporting us as Catholic Deaf and CDS. 



 

 

All Soul’s Day  



 

 

I was going to write about the Feast of Christ the King, but several friends asked me some questions about “All 

Soul’s Day”. So I changed my plans by writing “All Soul’s Day” and save the Feast of Christ the King for next year. 

Anyway they asked me some good questions and their questions are:  

 

Is November 2nd a holy day? 

November is traditionally an especially important month to pray for those in purgatory, and many visit the graves of 

the departed on All Souls' Day, November 2nd. This is not a holy day, but All Saint’s Day on November 1 every year 

is a holy day.  We are encouraged to attend Mass to pray for them. If you can’t attend then find time to say your 

prayers for them.  Pray for your deceased parents, grandparents, brothers, sisters, relatives, friends, and other 

people that you do not know.  

 We should pray every day for them, as well as, for us! 

 

What is purgatory? Can you explain more? 

Purgatory is a temporary place where our souls are purified from sins. Meaning that our souls are not perfect and 

need to be cleaned of sins before we enter into Heaven.  Heaven is fully pure clean so souls have to be perfect.  

Purgatory is like a bath place to clean your sins.  

  

Souls already are in heaven, why should we pray for them?  

 Indeed, the souls are in heaven and they should be fine however, when people die, their souls go to purgatory, 

they go helpless and can’t pray for themselves. They are begging to enter Heaven and see Christ. We pray and tell 

Christ to bring their souls up to the Kingdom.  

 

How long will souls spend time in purgatory? 

Depends on individual souls……it could be one minute, hours, days, months and years. I want you to keep in your 

mind, when souls enter purgatory, they will enter Heaven after they get completely purified.   

Imagine when you have a serious infection and require surgery. The surgery room has to be very clean and sterile.  

The doctors and nurses have to scrub their hands and arms, then the nurse scrubs you well before they cut your 

skin. Your doctor cleans infections out and you get well as clean. Purgatory is like a surgery room, where the sins 

are cleaned out of our souls before entering heaven. 

 

Is purgatory written in bible? 

You need to understand that the bible book does not have specific words like purgatory.  Catholic beliefs are both 

bible and verbal traditions with your faith. Also, you have to think what verses means.  For example: let’s look at 

your tree in your backyard, 

 

The trunk is a main bible book 

The large branches are books (Genesis, Solomon, Kings, Matthew, John, etc)  

The small branches are chapters. 

The smallest branches are verses.   

Now what about the leaves?  Those leaves are “interpretation words or story”.  So, Purgatory is the one of  

the leaves.   

Go to next page 

  

ALL SOUL’S DAY  
 



 

 

Here are verses below: 

 

Titus 3:5     Not because of any righteous deeds we had done but because of His mercy, He saved us through 

the bath of rebirth and renewal by the holy spirit 

 

1 John 1:9   If we acknowledge our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

every wrongdoing. 

 

2 Maccabees 12:46    Thus he made atonement for the dead that they 

might be freed from this sins. (See St Gertrude below). 

 

Who is Saint Gertrude? And how can we pray for souls? 

 

The Prayer of St. Gertrude, below, is one of the most famous of the  

prayers for souls in purgatory. St. Gertrude the Great (pictured on  

the right) was a Benedictine nun and mystic who lived in the 13th  

century. According to tradition, our Lord promised her that 1000  

souls would be released from purgatory each time it is said devoutly.   

(Devoutly means that you focus on soul in your mind and heart on  

souls while praying – don’t think about others like work, home, etc.) 

 

Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Most Precious Blood of Thy Divine 

Son, Jesus, in union with the masses said throughout the world today, 

for all the holy souls in purgatory, for sinners everywhere, for sinners  

in the universal church, those in my own home and within my family.  

 

 



 

 

 

Only two churches will provide an interpreter for All Saint’s 

Day Mass.  

 

St Richard’s -  St Louis  - 7 pm * 

 

Our Lady of Sorrow—St Louis—7 pm 

 

* Note: 

St Richard’s doesn’t have a morning Mass on All Souls Day, but we will be having a 

Mass of Remembrance at the 11am Mass on Sunday Nov. 3rd, where we will pray for all 

those who have died, especially those in the past year.    
However I do not know if other churches will have Mass, so check your church.  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation at St Richard’s 

Signed Confession  

Thursday  - 7:30 AM to 8 AM 

Saturday—3:45 PM to 4:30 PM 

Or by appointment 

 

    

 Change your clock one hour  

 back before you go to bed on 

 November 2nd Saturday night. 

 Please change batteries in your  

 fire/smoke alarms. 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 


