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It has been an exciting year at CDM with the start of 
Signed Mass in our new chapel space. I am so thank-
ful to those who helped get the chapel set up, and 
for those who have been praying for a return of 
Signed Mass here in the Archdiocese of St Louis.  

I am very grateful for the experience that I had 
learning the Mass parts in ASL at the Religious ASL 
workshop in Rockford, IL this past summer, and for 
Al’s continued help in teaching me ASL vocabulary 
for signing the Gospel readings and my homilies! I 
give thanks to God that it seems that things have 
been coming together well!  

One thing that was missing from CDM though was a 
connection to a saint. I know that it has been a big 
change for everyone now that we have changed from 
attending Mass with St Richard parish to our own 
community, and Al and I thought that it would be 

great if we could promote a deaf saint when people would refer to CDM. We did some 
research into different deaf saints and found one story in particular stood out among 
the others. I shared this story with some of you at Mass in September, but I would like 
to share their story with you:  

René Goupil (ren-ay / goo-peel) was born in Anjou, France in 1606 and wanted to be-
come a priest. He entered the novitiate (the first step in preparation to enter a reli-
gious order/group) of a Catholic religious order named the Society of Jesus, or more 
commonly referred to as the “Jesuits.” After he entered the novitiate, René became 
deaf, and at the time, this prevented him from continuing his formation to the priest-
hood, and he left the Jesuits. 
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Before joining the novitiate, René had studied to be a surgeon, and in 1639 he of-

fered to help as a medic for the Jesuit missionaries who were heading to the “New 

World”…what is now Canada and the United States. In 1640, he began working at a 

hospital in Québec, Canada. He later became an assistant to Fr. Isaac Jogues (now 

St. Isaac Jogues) on his missionary travel to the Huron tribe.  

He and Fr Isaac Jogues were ministering to the Huron tribe when they were at-

tacked by the Iroquois tribe. After he was captured, René was brutally attacked and 

tortured for weeks, and he ultimately was killed when an elder saw him making the 

sign of the cross over a small child. A tomahawk (similar to an axe) to the back of 

his head killed him. He was only 35 years old and was the first martyr (a person 

that was killed because of their faith) in North America. Before he died, Fr Isaac 

Jogues made René a member of the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits.) 

St René is now considered the patron saint of Anesthesiologists (surgeons that spe-

cialize in giving patients anesthesia to keep them unconscious during surgery.) He is 

one of eight people that the Catholic Church celebrates as the “North American Mar-

tyrs,” and St. Isaac Jogues is another one of those eight. Their feast day in the 

Catholic Church in the United States is celebrated on October 19th.  

 It is our hope that everyone in the Catholic          

Deaf Community can be proud of the great   

work that St. René Goupil did in trying to 

spread the faith. I am inspired by his pas-

sion for spreading the Gospel, and not allow-

ing himself to become discouraged and give 

up when he was not able to continue his 

studies to become a priest after he became 

deaf. When we try to live our faith, we can’t 

allow ourselves to become discouraged or 

tempted to give up when obstacles block us. 

We keep praying that God will show us the 

way.  

You can see a beautiful picture of St. René Goupil in the chapel, and there are pray-
er cards there for you to take with you as well. I pray that we can follow St. René’s 
example and pray for his help as we try to share our faith with other people.  
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Greetings! 

September is here Fr Dan already!  Boy, 
times flies away. Are you ready for holidays? 
Best time to go to shopping for gifts and 
work on Christmas cards now so you won’t 
have to be stress! 

Two years ago in 2019, Fr Dan and I attend-
ed RASL for the first time. I felt that pro-
gram would be great for interpreters – priest
- deacons and lectors.  We decided that CDM 
choose several people to attend workshop.  

Last July five of us – Fr Dan, Mark Jodlowski, 
John Ferrari, Katie Heinenrick, Mary McMarimam and I attended RASL (Religious Amer-
ican Sign Language) at the Bishop Lane Retreat Center in Rockford, IL.   

This program is intended for Priests, deacons and seminarians who work with the Deaf 
Community - Working interpreters who have been certified (or qualified in their state) 
- Deaf ASL Lectors (members of the Deaf community who are now doing the readings 
for Sunday liturgies). 

Excellent instructors were Msgr. Glenn Nelson, Deacon Patrick Graybill and Joan Macy. 
Msgr Glenn taught Roman Missel from the beginning of Mass to end of the Mass. Pat-
rick and Joan taught readings for lectors.  

 We had a Mass every day before supper. Each takes turn signed as a lectors that we 
learned from Patrick.  For both deacons and priests took turns to celebrate the Mass. 
Fr Dan did a great job!  The instructors were amazing that his signing skills was im-
proved for last two years.  

All of us received certificate – see photo in next page.  I would like to share my team’s 
comments. 

Katie Heinenrick: RASL was inspirational! It was a conference, retreat, and silent 
weekend all wrapped into one RASL Week. It was a beautiful place to learn; learn 
about our Catholic faith, learn about ASL, learn about each of the people who attend-
ed. I am grateful to have met such wonderful people and to see my Catholic faith in 
ASL. I am excited to bring what I have learned to all people but especially the Catholic 
Deaf in St. Louis. 

Mark Jodlowski:  I had a wonderful experience attending the Religious American Sign 
Language (RASL) in Rockford, IL on July 11-16, 2021. They taught Rituals, Rites, 
Scripture and Frozen Text about Catholic Mass. I learned a lot of information and ana-
lyzed scripture reading to prepare for the Sunday lector. Three Instructors were Msgn 
Glen Nelson, Deacon Patrick Graybill and Joan Macy, all three are so top notch!  
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I encourage anyone who will be 
attending the RASL next Summer 
2022. It is worth it and gives you 
a benefit! I want to say thank to 
the St. Louis Archbishop of Cath-
olic Deaf Ministry for sponsoring 
me and the other four St. Louisan 
people sent there. 

Mary McMarimam:  During July 11-16, I had the wonderful opportunity to attend RASL.  
I learned better ways to sign the Mass that is conceptually correct and canonically cor-
rect too. By comparing how I interpret the Mass to Msgr. Nelson, I learned a much 
clearer way to interpret the frozen text. I learned some tips and techniques on how to 
sign the Psalms better.  For me it was not just a workshop, but also a retreat.  Looking 
inside my heart and seeing where I am as an interpreter and how I am ministering to 
God and the Deaf Community.  I benefited so much from this RASL.  I would love to go 
again and encourage others to go.  It is worth the time and money to go. 

Rev. Daniel Kavanagh:  Attending RASL again this summer was a huge help for me in 
my preparation for signing Deaf Mass now on Sundays. Al has been a terrific teacher in 
helping me learn ASL for the Gospel readings and my homilies, but I needed special 
help with the Eucharistic Prayer, since this is the most important part of Mass and has 
very specific prayers to sign. Msgr. Nelson was a great teacher, and I was able to learn 
how to sign all of the priest parts myself. Also, Deacon Patrick Graybill is always inspir-
ing in teaching us how to better sign readings from scripture. I feel very blessed having 
had the chance to learn such great wisdom from someone who has had such a big im-
pact in the history of the Deaf Catholic Church in the US! 

John Ferrari: I went up to attend RASL a month ago for on week.  I had earned a great 
experience and learned a lot of things that I thought I already knew but I got a lot of 
new things and I really wanted to thank Monsignor Nelson, Deacon Pat Graybill and 
Joan Macy.  They are such a wonderful speakers!  One week gave me a great experi-
ence!  I would love to go back again and learn more!  

Special thanks to all three:  Msgr Glenn, Patrick and Joan for all of their hardworking 
for years.   

 If you are interested in being a lector and leader, please let me know.    

Photo: RASL Certifications 

From left to right: Rev. Dan 

Kavanagh, John Ferrari, Al 

Alvord. Mary McMarimam, 

Mark Jodlowski and Katie 

Heinenrick.  



 

 

We here at CDM are so thankful for the financial support from the Archdio-
cese of St Louis’ Annual Catholic Appeal. This support allows our office to 
operate to support Deaf Catholic’s throughout the Archdiocese, as well as 
helps us to purchase faith formation resources that we can all use to grow 
in our faith! I encourage all of us, depending on our financial ability, to 
help support the great work of the Annual Catholic Appeal. No matter 
what amount, big or small, any sacrifice can help us to continue to build a 
strong Church here in St Louis!If you would like more information on the 
Annual Catholic Appeal, please see the website at  https://
www.aca.archstl.org  

If you would like to return your pledge card, you may send it directly to 
the ACA Office at the Archdiocese, or you can return it to the Parish Office 
or CDM office. Donations to the ACA can also be made on the website at 
www.aca.archstl.org  

Fr Dan Kavanagh. 

======================================== 

FAQ 

Question: How can I find “Catholic Deaf Ministry” on website.    

Answer:  First, open ACA website (see website address above).  Then you 
fill out the blanks.  You will see “Gift Designation” then scroll down until 
you see “Catholic Deaf Ministry”.  

Question: I’d like to donate per month instead of once, how can I set up 
monthly?  

Answer:  There is an “installment” payment.   For example: $500 a year 
enter $41.66 per month.  (500 divide by 12 months). 

Question:  If I want to donate two or more organizations, how can I set 
up different organizations? 

Answer: Fill out the form for each organizations.   

Question: I do not have an internet, how can I donate? 

Answer:  Contact CDM office (Al) for assistance.  

Any more assistance or questions, please contact Al.  
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