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Greetings!  

Wow! It’s nearly Christmas time,  

Did we get Christmas presents from Christ?  Absolutely! Our gift from Christ is 
Salvation and the Kingdom of Heaven. That’s it? No, the Lord has provided us 
our needs below: 

In February, our new CDM Library was established. Then in July, a new Deaf 
Chapel opened with full ASL Signed Mass. Also, six of us attended RASL 
(Religious American Sign Language) Workshop for priests, interpreters, and 
deaf lectors. At last, in September we named our Deaf Chapel – St Rene 
Goupil Catholic Deaf. 

Now, there are so many gifts that He has provided us for our needs. God has 
answered our prayers – Praise the Lord! 

We are blessed for God’s planning for us. In the past, we have had great 
priests who worked with our Deaf Community. But since 2011, we have had 
no full ASL signed Mass, only interpreted Mass. We, the Deaf Catholic Commu-
nity, did not give up hope. We learned a few things about what the Lord ex-
pects of us:  faith, patience, and hope.  

I wanted to remind you that we are thankful to Archbishop Carlson for bring-
ing our CDM and Deaf Mass back.  If we do not have CDM, then the priest like 
Fr Dan would not be here for us or full ASL signed Mass would be gone for 
good. Otherwise, we are trapped with interpreted Mass.    

Also, we are blessed that Archbishop Rozanski and our retired Archbishop, 
Archbishop Carlson, are extremely kindhearted to our Deaf Catholic communi-
ty.  

One more thing, we are thankful to the Lord for bringing Fr Dan Kavanagh to 
work with us. I am very impressed with Fr Dan’s sign language, it is much im-
proved.   

At the conclusion, the whole year of 2021, we have so many blessings from 
our Lord so we can understand His Words better.  

See all photos in next two pages. 

Al Alvord  
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CDM Library and Chapel 



 

 

  

 

 

Full ASL Signed Mass in New Chapel  

St Rene Goupil Catholic Deaf  



 

 

Fr Dan’s Message  

Happy Advent to you all! I am always joyful when we reach this time of year, 

because despite the shorter days and the darker evenings, we celebrate the 

light of Christ during the Christmas Season! We remember that even though 

there is darkness in our world, the truth is that Christ has brought us Salva-

tion, the gift of spending eternity in heaven, and that provides so much hope 

and light for us, even if we feel that there is much darkness in our life.  

We know that following Jesus does not mean that we will have an easy life, or 

it does not mean that everything will happen the way that we want it to. To 

follow Jesus means that we have faith, we trust in God, especially when things 

may be happening differently than we hoped they would.  

This can also be a difficult time of year for people who are celebrating their 

first Christmas without someone they love who has died this past year. We 

want to pray for them and reach out to people that we think may experience 

grieving at this time of year. We want to remember that as sad as it is when 

we lose someone that we love, we always have hope and light because of the 

truth of heaven. Christmas is a time when we celebrate the birth of Jesus, and 

we celebrate the truth that each of us is invited into a deep relationship with 

Him!  

Advent and Christmas can be a busy time of year, there are so many prepara-

tions and responsibilities that we want to finish before the big celebration on 

Christmas day! The Catholic Church teaches us about the season of Advent, 

the four weeks leading up to Christmas. Advent is a time for us to slow down 

and take time in prayer to focus our heart on Jesus.  

Our readings at Mass during Advent can be separated into two parts; the first 

part of Advent we hear about what will happen at the end of the world before 

Jesus comes back to Earth for a second time. It can be scary to think about the 

end of the world, but the truth is that no one knows when that will happen or 

what it will be like exactly. You maybe wonder why we begin Advent talking 

about the end of the world…isn’t Christmas about the baby Jesus??? Yes, that 

is true – but if we understand why Jesus is so important in our faith, then we 

can celebrate his birth on Christmas in a deeper way. Jesus has opened the 

gates of heaven for us, that is why we are so happy on Christmas to celebrate 

his birth!  

In the middle of Advent, we hear more stories at Mass from the Bible about 
John the Baptist (remember, he was Jesus’ cousin and they were almost the 
same age), and how John the Baptist was warning people about it being im-
portant to prepare for Jesus coming. Remember that John the Baptist ap-
peared in the desert before Jesus started his teaching and performing mira-
cles.  

Continued to Next Page 



 

 

Finally, in the last week of Advent we begin hearing stories from the Bible 

about the angel Gabriel appearing to Mary and announcing that she would 

give birth to Jesus, the Son of God. Then we get to the Nativity story at Christ-

mas, the story about Jesus’ birth. What a journey!  

I hope that you can take some time this Advent away from all your responsi-

bilities and preparations and take a few moments to just sit with God in pray-

er. Sometimes it can be helpful in prayer if we share with God what we need, 

or how we are feeling, or how things are going in our life. Other times, we 

may not feel like saying anything, we just want to sit with God. I think of how 

nice it is when I am with a close friend; we don’t need to always be talking, 

just sitting with them, being together with them, that brings peace to my 

heart. It is even more true with our relationship with God! Try spending some 

time in prayer just resting in the presence of God    

If you realize that sitting quiet in prayer is challenging for you…maybe your 

mind is thinking about all different kinds of things, even though you are trying 

not to, don’t worry you are not alone! Here is an idea: look at the readings 

from Mass for that day, or for the next Sunday, and close your eyes and imag-

ine that you are there in the scene of the reading.  

If you’re reading about John the Baptist in the desert, imagine yourself in the 

desert with him. If you’re reading about the angel Gabriel appearing to Mary, 

imagine yourself there, too! If you’re reading about Mary giving birth to the 

baby Jesus in the stable with all the animals there, imagine yourself there, 

too! What is it like being there? How does your heart feel? Do any of there 

other people there in your imagination look at you, maybe Mary or Joseph. Do 

they say anything to you? I hope that you give it a try!  

I look forward to us all celebrating our first Deaf Mass together in our chapel, 

but if you are not able to be there, please know that we are all together in our 

prayer! Please always know that you can reach out to me if you ever need to 

talk or if you have any questions! Please know that I am praying for you, and I 

hope that you have a blessed Advent and Christmas season!  

Fr Dan  

=============================================== 

Christmas Eve  

ASL Signed Mass at St Rene Goupil Chapel 

December 24th at 3:30 PM  

2nd Floor at Parish Life Center  

Please park your cars on upper level parking lot  



 

 

 

Catholic Deaf Ministry  

Of 

Archdiocese of St Louis 

As We rejoice in 

the birth of the 

Christ Child, let 

us remember 

that each child, 

born and pre-

born, is a gift 

from God 

 

Merry Christmas  

 

Happy New Year 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

We here at CDM are so thankful for the financial support from the Archdio-
cese of St Louis’ Annual Catholic Appeal. This support allows our office to 
operate to support Deaf Catholic’s throughout the Archdiocese, as well as 
helps us to purchase faith formation resources that we can all use to grow 
in our faith! I encourage all of us, depending on our financial ability, to 
help support the great work of the Annual Catholic Appeal. No matter 
what amount, big or small, any sacrifice can help us to continue to build a 
strong Church here in St Louis!If you would like more information on the 
Annual Catholic Appeal, please see the website at  https://
www.aca.archstl.org  

If you would like to return your pledge card, you may send it directly to 
the ACA Office at the Archdiocese, or you can return it to the Parish Office 
or CDM office. Donations to the ACA can also be made on the website at 
www.aca.archstl.org  

Fr Dan Kavanagh. 

======================================== 

FAQ 

Question: How can I find “Catholic Deaf Ministry” on website.    

Answer:  First, open ACA website (see website address above).  Then you 
fill out the blanks.  You will see “Gift Designation” then scroll down until 
you see “Catholic Deaf Ministry”.  

Question: I’d like to donate per month instead of once, how can I set up 
monthly?  

Answer:  There is an “installment” payment.   For example: $500 a year 
enter $41.66 per month.  (500 divide by 12 months). 

Question:  If I want to donate two or more organizations, how can I set 
up different organizations? 

Answer: Fill out the form for each organizations.   

Question: I do not have an internet, how can I donate? 

Answer:  Contact CDM office (Al) for assistance.  

Any more assistance or questions, please contact Al.  

 

https://www.archstl.org/aca
https://www.archstl.org/aca

