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1/15   Bible Study 

1/29   No ASL Mass    

  2/5   Donut and Coffee Chat  

2/12   No ASL Mass 

2/19   Bible Study 

2/26   Movie and Lunch 

  3/5   CDS General Meeting/Potluck  

3/19   Bible Study  

3/24-25  Retreat/Mass 

3/26    No ASL Mass 

  4/2    Donuts and Coffee Chat 

CDM’s Website 

https://www.stlcatholicdeaf.org/ 
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The Eucharistic Miracles of the World 

 

You maybe have seen my vlogs in our weekly CDM Memo over 

the last two years about different Eucharistic Miracles around the 

world, and there are still more miracle stories for me to share. There 

are about 359 different stories! There was an amazing young man 

named Carlo Acutis, who died at the age of 15. He was the first per-

son that had the idea of creating an exhibition highlighting the many 

stories and who helped bring this idea to fulfillment. 

At first, I saw the book and I found these stories to be very in-

teresting. I had a feeling that God wanted me to share these with the 

Catholic Deaf Community in ASL, so I started to create vlogs in American Sign Language almost 

every week in our CDM (Catholic Deaf Ministry) Memo. I also post these vlogs on our CDM Face-

book page and the “Deaf Catholic World” Facebook page. I have received a lot of comments from 

Deaf Catholics that they love learning about all of the different miracles.  

I have a question for you – at Mass, do you believe that consecrated Hosts are the REAL 

Body of Christ, and that the wine becomes the REAL Blood of Christ?  

There are many people, even some Catholics, that do not believe that the Host is real Body of 

Christ and the wine becomes the real Blood of Christ. We read in the Bible, which we believe is Di-

vinely Inspired (meaning that it is from God Himself) that:    

 “While they were eating, Jesus took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and giving it to 

his disciples said, “Take and eat, this is my body.” Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and 

gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, 

which will be shed on behalf of many for the forgiveness of sins.” 

 Matthew.26: 26-30 NAB (New American Bible) 

You can also find this in two other Gospels: Luke 22:14-20, and Mark 14:22-26. I also encourage 

you to read Jesus’ Bread of Life speech in John 6:22-59, where Jesus explains that He is the true 

Bread of Life.  

 Followers of Jesus Christ celebrated Mass with 

these words of Jesus for hundreds of years until the 

Protestant Reformation that began in Europe in 1517. 

There was a Catholic priest in Germany named Martin 

Luther, and he created a new group of followers that no 

longer believed all of the teachings of the Church, they 

are called Protestants.  

 

Continued to next page 
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There are many different Protestant groups, and they do not share the same belief that Jesus 

is truly present in the Eucharist.  

I notice that Catholics have documented so many Eucharistic miracles, but I don’t see any 

other Protestant churches teach about Eucharistic miracles. Why? Remember that the followers of 

Jesus were all part of one Church for hundreds of years, this Church is the Catholic Church. It be-

came the first church when Jesus proclaimed that Peter would be the first pope, when Jesus gave 

Peter the keys to the Kingdom. You can read about that in Matthew 16:18. 

 Then Peter and the apostles ordained other priests to help them spread the Good News, and 

then those priests ordained more priests. Did you know that you can connect every Catholic Bishop 

back to St Peter and the Apostles? All of our Catholic priests have the mysterious power to cele-

brate Mass and say the Eucharistic Prayer and change the bread to Jesus’ true Body and the wine to 

Jesus’ true Blood.   

Protestant ministers don’t have the same power to celebrate Mass and say the Eucharistic 

Prayer because they were not ordained by a valid Bishop that could trace back to St Peter and the 

Apostles. I don’t see any other Protestant groups that have the miracles from the Eucharist. How-

ever, they do have miracles in other ways, which that is good.  

Keep in mind that it is very important for all of us to 

receive the Eucharist every week. Of course, you are excused 

if there is dangerous weather, or if you are somewhere 

where there is no possibility for you to attend Mass. If you 

believe that the Eucharist is the real Body of Christ, then 

that means that when you receive it then Jesus is inside of 

your body. That is why we need to attend Mass every Sun-

day including Holy Days.   

If you have never seen my vlogs, you can go to our website and watch the vlogs at https://

www.stlcatholicdeaf.org/  and look under “Newsletter” and “Vlog.” 

One more thing, suppose you happen see a consecrated Host with Blood, a Eucharistic Miracle, 
make sure that you bring it to your priest right away! Do not delay! 

If you don’t understand or have more questions, I am happy to answer them for you! 

 

 

https://www.stlcatholicdeaf.org/
https://www.stlcatholicdeaf.org/
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Fr Dan’s Message  

Have you ever noticed that many of the priests that have worked with deaf Cath-

olics here in St Louis in the past have the letters “C.Ss.R.” at the end of their name? 

Have you ever wondered why?  

C.Ss.R. is an abbreviation of the Latin words “Congregatio Sanctissimi 

Redemptoris”, which in English means “Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer.” 

Sometimes members of this congregation are referred to as “the Redemptorists.”  

A congregation or religious order is a group of Catholic men or women that serve 

the Catholic Church with a special charism. A charism is a special gift from the Holy 

Spirit that allows a person or group to live out the Gospel in relation to the world 

around them. Some groups have a special focus on education, while others might serve 

the poor or sick. These men and women also make vows of poverty, chastity, and obe-

dience.  

The Redemptorists focus on missionary work in over 110 different countries 

around the world, and part of their missionary work in the past was to serve deaf 

Catholics here in St Louis. As of 2020, there are about 3,600 Redemptorist priests 

around the world.  

You might be wondering “well, I don’t see the letters C.Ss.R. behind Fr. Dan’s 

name? Is Fr Dan not a Redemptorist priest?” That is correct, I am not a Redemptorist 

priest. You see, all Redemptorist priests are Catholic priests, but not all Catholic 

priests are Redemptorist priests. There are actually hundreds of different religious or-

ders and congregations in the Catholic Church. They are all Catholic, but they have 

their own charism and identity. Have you  ever heard of the Franciscans, the Benedic-

tines, the Jesuits, or the Dominicans? These are just a few different examples of differ-

ent religious orders. 

The Franciscans were founded (started) by the St Francis of Assisi, which is why 

you see the name “Francis” in the word “Franciscan.” St Benedict founded the Bene-

dictines. St Dominic founded the Dominicans. So, does that mean that the Jesuits  
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 were founded by Jesus? No, the Jesuits were founded by St Ignatius of Loyola. 

So why are they not called “Loyolans?” St Ignatius of Loyola wanted to call his new re-

ligious group the “Society of Jesus”, so that is why they are referred to as the Jesuits.  

The sisters at St Agnes Home where I live and am the Chaplain are members of 

the congregation of the “Carmelite Sisters of the Divine Heart of Jesus.”  

You can sometimes tell the difference between different religious orders and 

congregations by looking at what they wear. Franciscan priests wear a long brown 

robe, while the Dominican priests wear a white robe with a black top. Some religious 

order priests wear the same black shirt with white collar that I wear. For women reli-

gious, their clothing (referred to as “habits”) can look different depending on what or-

der they belong to, or some orders no longer wear a distinctive habit anymore.  

“Okay, but what religious order or congregation are you a part of, Fr Dan?” I am 

not a member of any religious order or congregation. I am what is called a “Diocesan 

Priest”, which means that I am a priest that serves in a particular diocese. We live in 

the Archdiocese of St Louis, so I was ordained by Archbishop Carlson to serve the peo-

ple here in St Louis. This means that I will probably never be sent to be a priest in any 

other part of the world.  

A Diocesan priest usually serves in a parish, but a religious order priest might 

serve in a special ministry, a university, work with the poor, or be a missionary in a 

different country.  

Did you know that according to the Vatican, in 2019 there were over 414,000 

Catholic priests in the entire world! Not all of these priests are Diocesan priests; re-

member, Catholic priests can be Diocesan priests or members of a different religious 

order or congregation. Here in the United States, there are over 38,000 Catholic 

priests. Here in the Archdiocese of St Louis, we have fewer than 200 active diocesan 

priests.   

This is a very basic introduction to the topic of religious orders, congregations, 

and diocesan priests. If you have more questions, I am happy to answer them for you!  

Our Catholic Church around the world is so big! I hope that we can appreciate 
how all of this has grown from all the way back in the time of Jesus and the twelve 
Apostles!  

 

 



 

 6 

 

 

Spotlight 

 

 
On October 16, 2022, we celebrated our Awards Banquet Luncheon at Orlando 

Gardens Banquet Center in Maryland Heights.  There were approximately 60 

people present at the luncheon, it was a great crowd! Mark Jodlowski, CDS Presi-

dent, awarded the 2022 Award to Mary McManemin. She has volunteered to in-

terpret for the Deaf at Mass every Sunday, including Holy Days, for many years. 

We wanted to thank her for all of her service! 

Mary’s note below:  

“I have been interpreting Mass for the deaf commu-

nity since 1990. First at Church of the Magdalen, 

then at Seven Holy Founders, then at Our Lady of 

Sorrows. 

  

At first, I could see that the deaf were left to read 

lips for Mass. So, I asked permission to interpret for 

them. It started as accessibility opportunity and later 

became a calling. As I was studying to be a deaf ed 

teacher in an oral program, I fell in love with 

sign language. I finished my bachelor’s degree and 

went into the interpreter training program, FVCC. I 

started interpreting in 1990 and have not stopped.   

  

I would like to thank God for this gift He has given 

me. I hope I have used this gift well. I also would like to thank you all for your 

guidance and support as I grow to be a better interpreter.” 

 
 
 

Reverend Raymond D Gruenke C.Ss.R. 

Memorial Award 
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On December 4th, Catholic Deaf Ministry and 

Catholic Deaf Society co-hosted a Christmas Party 

and Mass. A little over 45 members from both 

CDM Chapel and Our Lady of Sorrows attended 

both Mass and the party, and it was a blast! Every-

one enjoyed chatting and sharing laughter with all 

of the great 

Christmas spir-

its! All of the food was fantastic, and every-

one’s tummies were full to become like Santa 

Claus and Mrs. Claus!!  Everyone enjoyed Fr 

Dan’s homily in 

ASL    

  

The spirit of the Lord was inside of each person 

with love, caring and forgiving, rather than holding 

onto anger, jealously, etc.   

  

We are all members of a spiritual family as broth-

ers and sisters. 

Many of our members want to have a Christmas 

Party with Mass again next year!     

  

Special thanks to Sally and Richard Meyer, Susan 

Mischke and Sharon Huddleston for all of their 

hard work to prepare for the party!    

 
 

 

Christmas Gathering Party  
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All of the churches in the list below are located in the Archdiocese of St Louis. Some Catholic 
churches are not on list, meaning that it may be a church that was setup by a different religious or-
der (example: Redemptorists or Dominicans). If I have missed any, please let me know and I can 
check it out.  
 
Imagine how many churches were established during the year from 1700 to 1899. I will add the 
churches that were built from 1900 to present in the next newsletter. Some of the churches below 
may be closed, razed, or destroyed by fire.  
 
Some people think that the Archdiocese of St Louis spent a lot of money to build these churches, 
but that is not always true; it was from groups of Catholic parishioners that donated to help build 
these churches in their areas. Did you know that money for all of the repairs, bills, etc. are the re-
sponsibility of the parish and are covered by parishioners? A large part of the offertory collections at 
parishes on Sundays goes toward keeping their church well-maintained and safe. 
 
The total number of churches from 1700 to 1899 is 83 in 198 years! 

History of Archdiocese Churches in St Louis Built 
1700 –1899 

Timeline 

Year Town  Name 

1700 City of St Louis Basilica of St Louis  

1759 Ste Genevieve  Ste Genevieve  

1788 Florissant  St Ferdinand 

1792 Borrome  St Charles  

1799 Portage des Sioux St Francis Assisi  

1817 Perryville  St Vincent de Paul 

1821 City of St Louis  Sts. Mary and Joseph 

1822 Old Mines  St Joachim 

1823 St Peters  All Saints  

1828 Apple Creek  St Joseph 

1829 Potosi St James  
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1832 Kirkwood St Peters 

1834 Washington  St Francis Borgis 

1839 Maltese Assumption 

1839 Glidehaus St John the Baptist 

1840 Arnold Immaculate Conception  

1841 Pacific  St Bridget of Kildare  

1841 St Louis  St Vincent de Paul 

1841 St Louis  St Patrick  

1841 Richwoods  St Stephan 

1842 Clayton St Joseph 

1843 St Louis  St Mary of Victories  

1843 Armagh St Patrick  

1843 Catawissa St James  

1845 Zell St Joseph 

1845 French Village  St Anna  

1845 Krakow St Gertude  

1847 St Paul St Paul 

1847 St Louis  St John Apostle and Evangelist 

1848 St Louis  Most Holy Trinity  

1848 Bloomsdale  St Agnes  

1850 Millwood St Alphonsus 

1851 Augusta Immaculate Conception  

1852 Josephville St Joseph 

1852 Bridgeton St Mary 

1853 St Louis  St Bridget of Erin  

1854 St Louis  St John Nepomuk  

1855 St Henry  Immaculate Conception  

1856 Union  Immaculate Conception  

1856 Normandy St Ann 
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1857 St Louis  St Liborious  

1858 Berger St Paul 

1860 St Louis  St James the Greater 

1865 St Louis  Immaculate Conception  

1865 St Louis  St Nicholas 

1886 Florissant  Most Sacred Heart 

1886 St Louis  St Alphonsus Rock  

1867 Old Monroe Immaculate Conception  

1870 Biehle St Maurus 

1871 St Louis  St Agatha 

1871 Spanish Lake  St Aloysius  

1872 Creve Coeur  St Monica  

1872 Lawrencetown St Lawrence 

1872 Weingarten  Our Lady of Christians 

1873 Cottleville  St Joseph 

1874 St Mary  Immaculate Conception  

1874 Luebbering  St Francis of Assissi  

1875 Port Hudson Holy Family 

1879 Japan (In Sullivan) Holy Martyrs of Japan 

1879 Bismarck  St John the Apostle  

1880 Dardenne Immaculate Conception  

1880 St Louis  St Stainislaus Kostha  

1881 Neier St Joseph 

1881 Crystal City  Sacred Heart  

1882 Ferguson Sts John and James  

1883 Flint Hill St Theodore  

1883 Clover Bottom St Ann 

1886 De Soto St Rose of Lima  
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1887 Cottman St Catherine of Alexandria  

1890 Crosstown St James  

1890 Sullivan St Anthony 

1890 Farmington  St Joseph 

1891 Troy Sacred Heart  

1891 St Louis  St Elizabeth  

1892 St Louis  St Aloysius Gonzaga 

1893 St Louis  St Matthew the Apostle  

1893 St Louis  Holy Innocents  

1894 New Haven  Assumption  

1895 Shewbury  St Michael 

1895 St Louis  St Wenceslaus 

1898 Ozora Sacred Heart  

1898 Eureka  Sacred Heart  

1898 St Louis  Holy Family 
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Catholic Deaf Society Members 

Pat Travers                  3/20/31  - 1/22/22 

Dan Feldmann            10/1/38  - 4/7/22 

James “Hill” Mason   12/1/43 —  5/30/22 

Rose A. Regan             4/14/29 - 7/6/22 

Mary Jo “Flower” Gallaher        8/11/39  - 7/23/22 

Eileen Ribaudo      1/4/35  -  10/4/22 

Jerry Pudlowski                              6/19/60  - 10/9/22 

 

Others 

Carla Miller’s brother—Danny Dickman    2/14/2022 

Vivian Carricio                                                           3/16/2022 

Kenneth Morrow (Jack’s brother)   4/17/2022 

  2022 Memorial 
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Bring your favorite fingerfood and desserts to share.   

Enough for 20-25 people.   

For Refreshments—Please contact Sally Meyer 

txt 636 439 1684/vp 636  542 4015 or sapphiresally51@gmail.com 

  

(Other Information— Contact Al Alvord at 636 486 0510 VP or allenalvord@archstl.org) 

All Donations Proceeds to go Retreat Funds 

 

Based on True Story 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Richard’s Parish Life Center 

(School Building next to Church) 

11223 Schuetz Rd 

Creve Coeur MO 63146 

ASL Mass starts at 1030 AM— Second Floor  

Movie begins at 12 PM at Sacred Heart Room –First Floor 

 

Movie and Fingerfoods 

Catholic Deaf Society  

February 26 2023 
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2023 Deaf Retreat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check Payable to Catholic Deaf Society  

Send check of $30 and bottom slip from the front page to 

St Richard’s Catholic Church  

Attn: – Al Alvord 

11223 Schuetz Rd  

St Louis MO 63146 

 

Name:_______________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________ 

City____________________State_________Zip Code_________ 

Phone ______________________V/VP 

Email______________________________________ 

 

Comments: 

Guest Speaker 

 Fr. Christopher Klusman 

“The Nine Choirs of Angels”  

 

March 24-25 2023 

Toddhall Retreat & Conference  

320 Todd Center Dr  

    Columbia IL 62236 
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Fr Christopher Klusman’s Biography 

 

Born Deaf, Fr. Christopher Klusman currently serves as an archdiocesan 

priest for the Archdiocese of Milwaukee in Southeastern part of Wiscon-

sin. Before his ordination in May 2011, he graduated with a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Education and then served as a Sign Communication Specialist 

for the Dept. of Public Instruction before entering into the Seminary. He 

now serves as Director of the Deaf Apostolate.  

 

Note: Attend only one day on Saturday with breakfast/lunch meals re-
mains the cost $30 per person 

 

Suggest that retreat guests stay at Toddhall on Friday night 

 

Arrival at 4 pm on Friday (Dinner starts at 5 pm) 

Depart at 5 pm on Saturday after Mass 

Bring your personal toiletries. 

 

For more information, please contact Al Alvord – CDS Moderator 

allenalvord@archstl.org 

314 282 4941 VP 

mailto:allenalvord@archstl.org
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Schedule 2023 (Tentative) 
Society Quarterly Board Meeting at the CDM Library (second floor) starts at 9:30 AM 

Saturday, February  4  2023 
Saturday, May 13  2023 
Saturday, August  5  2023 
Saturday, October TBA  2023 

Potluck Lunch and Society Biannual General Meeting in Sacred Heart room in St. Richard’s Life Center 
(first floor) 

Sunday, March  5 2023 
Potluck Lunch after 10:30 AM Mass 
Society General Meeting after lunch at about 1 PM 

Sunday, September 10  2023 
Potluck Lunch after 10:30 AM Mass 
Society General Meeting after lunch at about 1 PM 

CC Movies starts between 12:30 and 1:00 PM in Sacred Heart room in St. Richard’s Life Center (first 
floor) 

February  26  2023  (If bad weather postpone to March 12) 
April  30  2023 
September 24  2023  
October 29  2023 

2023 Retreat           
March 24-25, 2023 at Toddhall Retreat & Conference in Columbia, IL 
See attached flyer and Information, see Al Alvord 

2023 Events 
Picnic June  4  2023 
Award Banquet October  TBA  2023 
Holiday Party December  TBA 2023 

Midwest Region Conference Calendar of Events (even year) 
______N/A________________________ 

ICDA-US Calendar of Events (odd year) 
National Conference  

July 2-7, 2023 in Boston, Massachusetts 

NOTES:  This is TENTATIVE schedule.  We will announce to confirm the General 

Meeting and Events. 
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We here at CDM are so thankful for the financial support from the Archdio-
cese of St Louis’ Annual Catholic Appeal. This support allows our office to 
operate to support Deaf Catholic’s throughout the Archdiocese, as well as 
helps us to purchase faith formation resources that we can all use to grow 
in our faith! I encourage all of us, depending on our financial ability, to 
help support the great work of the Annual Catholic Appeal. No matter 
what amount, big or small, any sacrifice can help us to continue to build a 
strong Church here in St Louis!If you would like more information on the 
Annual Catholic Appeal, please see the website at  https://
www.aca.archstl.org  

If you would like to return your pledge card, you may send it directly to 
the ACA Office at the Archdiocese, or you can return it to the Parish Office 
or CDM office. Donations to the ACA can also be made on the website at 
www.aca.archstl.org  

Fr Dan Kavanagh. 

======================================== 

FAQ 

Question: How can I find “Catholic Deaf Ministry” on website.    

Answer:  First, open ACA website (see website address above).  Then you 
fill out the blanks.  You will see “Gift Designation” then scroll down until 
you see “Catholic Deaf Ministry”.  

Question: I’d like to donate per month instead of once, how can I set up 
monthly?  

Answer:  There is an “installment” payment.   For example: $500 a year 
enter $41.66 per month.  (500 divide by 12 months). 

Question:  If I want to donate two or more organizations, how can I set 
up different organizations? 

Answer: Fill out the form for each organizations.   

Question: I do not have an internet access, how can I donate? 

Answer:  Contact CDM office (Al) for assistance.  

Any more assistance or questions, please contact Al.  

 

https://www.archstl.org/aca
https://www.archstl.org/aca

