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REJOICE WITH US! 
Introducing Fr. Dominic Wojcik and Fr. Piotr Oprych

If anything describes the vocational journey of the Diocese of Fairbanks’ two newest priests, it’s the 
Portuguese saying, Deus escreve direito por linhas tortas— “God writes straight with crooked lines.” 
Ordained on January 12, 2022, both Fr. Piotr Oprych and Fr. Dominic Wojcik had somewhat circuitous 
journeys to the priesthood, having first started formation at seminaries in Poland before making their way 
to the United States. They are the diocese’s first incardinated priests since Fr. Robert Fath was ordained 
a decade ago. 

At Sacred Heart Cathedral, on January 12, 2022, Bishop Chad Zielinski and Vocation Director Fr. Robert Fath stand with 
newly ordained diocesan priests, Dominik Wojcik and Piotr Opyrch.             —Photos courtesy of David Schienle/CBNA
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Remarkably, both of our newest priests grew up 
in small villages just outside of Krakow, attended 
the same American seminary in Michigan, but 
didn’t meet until they were in Alaska. They both 
also struggled to discern their vocation, eventually 
realizing that they each had a “call within a call” to 
serve as missionary priests. 

Father Piotr grew up in a village of about 1,000 
people just outside of Krakow. He entered seminary 
in the Archdiocese of Krakow in 2011 and initially 
felt strongly confirmed in his calling. Things began to 
change in his fourth year, however, as he experienced 
a growing discontent over the prospect of becoming 
a priest. His doubts were fueled by the loss of his 
beloved grandmother and a friend to suicide. “I 
knew I wasn’t satisfied in seminary, and I was really 
confused about God’s plan for me,” Fr. Piotr recalls. 

Piotr left seminary and spent a year working as a 
security guard at Wawel Cathedral, where he took 
counsel with older, more experienced priests. He 
found his soul reinvigorated by praying in the 
900-year-old cathedral that had seen Poland’s most 
celebrated monarchs and saints (including John Paul 
II) crowned and ordained over the centuries. Piotr 
developed a special devotion to St. Stanislaus, the 
cathedral’s patron saint who was martyred in the 11th 
century while celebrating Mass. His intercession 
helped the young man find his way back to Christ’s 
plan, which Piotr now understood meant serving 
people on the margins.  

“I realized there are places in the world that don’t 
have enough priests for Mass,” says Piotr. “And that 
was how God wanted me to serve Him.”

Piotr applied to SS. Cyril & Methodius Seminary in 
Michigan, was accepted, and started classes in fall 
2017. The seminary is the only one in the United 
States that prepares foreign-born seminarians to 
serve as priests in American churches. Providentially, 
Piotr’s mentor priest there had served briefly in 
Alaska 20 years earlier and told him the state was 
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vast with a severe shortage of priests. Then another 
friend mentioned that the new bishop of Fairbanks 
was from Michigan. With all signs pointing north, 
Piotr visited Fairbanks during spring break 2018. 
He was immediately drawn to Alaska. 

“Alaska is just…different,” explains Fr. Piotr. “You 
walk outside, and you’re surrounded by snow and 
mountains and it’s so quiet you can hear the voice of 
God. You’re outside, but you’re in a contemplative 
monastery.” 

After joining the Diocese of Fairbanks, Piotr 
completed his pastoral year in Fairbank and was 
touched to hear parishioners at Sacred Heart 
Cathedral praying for more priests after each Mass. 
“I realize it more and more all the time—I’m here 
because of other people’s prayers,” says the newly 
ordained priest. 

Father Dominic, on the other hand, felt the 
tug toward missionary work early on, but was 
discouraged from that path when he mentioned it 
to a priest. “He told me it would be too hard, that I 
should become a diocesan priest,” recalls Dominic. 
He also entered a diocesan seminary and found 
himself dissatisfied as his formation progressed. 

Over the next few years, Dominic would try another 
seminary, a theological school, return to his original 
seminary, and go on numerous pilgrimages and 
retreats to discern God’s will. Finally, he was led 
to Sts. Cyril and Methodius Seminary, where his 
interest in missionary work was rekindled. At one 
point, he heard about Alaska and was intrigued, 
but was again discouraged when he mentioned his 
interest to others. 

“They said, ‘You don’t want to go to Alaska…
you’ll get depressed from all the darkness, you’ll 
freeze to death or start drinking…you’ll get eaten 
by a wolf,’” Dominic recalls, laughing. 

Then Bishop Chad Zielinski visited the Michigan 
seminary in early 2019 and gave a presentation on 
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the Church in Alaska that Dominic attended. The 
seminarian was spurred to visit Fairbanks for a few 
weeks that spring, then decided to join the diocese 
formally as its seminarian. He spent his next year—
his pastoral year—participating in various ministries 
across the state. He spent fall 2019 shadowing 
Vietnamese missionary priest Fr. Thinh Van Tran, 
OFM, as he traveled between interior villages 
celebrating the Mass and sacraments. The following 
spring, Dominic traveled to western Alaska to learn 
from Fr. Stan Jaszek. What was supposed to be a 
four-week trip to the village of Emmonak ended up 
being extended to more than three months because 
COVID-19 hit and the village went into lockdown. 

“Everything was closed, so we spent a lot of time 
praying for the people,” says Fr. Dominic. He 
returned to Fairbanks in late spring 2020, then 
returned with Piotr to Michigan to complete their 
final year. 

Working with the diocese’s handful of priests, 
especially those serving village churches, has 
impressed upon Fr. Piotr and Fr. Dominic that being 
missionaries in Alaska will bring both adventure 
and sacrifice. As missionaries, they will almost 
certainly serve multiple remote parishes, traveling 
vast distances across tundras and rivers to reach 
their parishioners. They will stay in small, poorly-
insulated churches—some with no running water 
or indoor toilets. They will minister to indigenous 
Catholics, including many Native youth who 
are struggling to bridge their people’s traditional 
subsistence lifestyle and the modern world. Far from 
discouraging our new priests, however, the sacrifices 
they have witnessed their fellow priests make to serve 
God’s people has only confirmed their calling. 

“This isn’t an easy place to live or to be a Catholic,” 
admits Fr. Piotr. “But Alaskan Catholics are a 
beautiful spiritual family and I want to help them 
carry their crosses.” 

 Thank you for your prayers and support that provide tuition for Seminarians, support priests and missionaries, 
and build and maintain our Catholic churches in this frozen land. This is the result of your gifts; Missionary 
Priests sent forth over nearly 410,000 square miles and 46 parishes to bring the Mass and the Sacraments to the 
people of Alaska. 



Dear Bishop Zielinski,          S2022 02 

I want to help you and the missionaries ministering in 
Northern Alaska to bring the Mass, the Sacraments, 
religious education, and training to the people of 
Christ.  Please accept this donation to your General General 
FundFund and use it where most needed.    

AMOUNT OF GIFT:  ____________________
 $25______  $50______ $100______$250_____   
$500_______  $1,000_______ Other $________
Name __________________________________
Street No._______________________________
P.O.Box_____________City________________
State___________Zip_____________________

To receive announcements from Bishop Zielinski 
about ongoing campaigns or special needs for the 
diocese, please leave us your email:
EMAIL__________________________________
PHONE______________CELL______________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

    *Please send me an Enrollment Card    

   Sacred Heart Annual Enrollment Name:
_______________________________________________

Donations by CHECK can be made payable to: 
Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska or 

CBNA 1316 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska, 99709 
CREDIT CARD donations can be made online at 

http://bit.ly/CBNA_AK OR CALL us at 907-374-9532.

Please remember my intentions:

If you wish to opt-out from receiving some or all CBNA 
donor communications, please contact Donor Relations 

to leave a voice message at 1-907-374-9573 
or send an email to donor@cbna.org. 

To help us assist you quickly, please clearly state your 
name, address and phone number as well as your request.

Our Privacy Policy disclosure can be located on our website: 
dioceseoffairbanks.org
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June 16-24
Novena in Honor of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus

 1. I will give them all the graces necessary for their state in life.
 2. I will establish peace in their families.
 3. I will comfort them in their trials.
 4. I will be their secure refuge during life, and, above all, in death.
 5. I will shed abundant blessings on all their undertakings.
 6. Sinners will find in My Heart an infinite ocean of mercy.
 7. Lukewarm souls will become fervent.
 8. Fervent souls will rapidly grow in holiness and perfection.
 9. I will bless every place where an image of My Heart shall be  
  exposed and honored.
 10. I will give to priests the gift of touching the most hardened hearts.
 11. The names of those who promote this devotion will be written in 
  My Heart, never to be blotted out. 
12.  I promise thee, in the excessive mercy of My Heart, that My  
  all-powerful love will grant to all those who receive Holy  
  Communion on the First Friday of nine consecutive months,  
  the grace of final penitence; they shall not die in My disgrace  
  nor without receiving their Sacraments; My Divine Heart shall  
  be their safe refuge in this last moment.

1316 Peger Road  •  Fairbanks, AK  99709
Ph: 907-374-9532

Website: dioceseoffairbanks.org
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The Sacred Heart 
Enrollment mails 
to benefactors in 
May.  You can also 
request an Enrollment 
card.* All benefactors 
and enrollees are 
rememembered in our 
annual Masses and 
Novenas.



The new church building is designed to seat 134 in the main 
worship area with space for an additional 24 in the lobby/social 
area. Design improvements include increased lighting, a beautiful 
worship space, room for social functions and religious education 
classes, storage and office, enhanced heating options to conserve 
fuel, as well as a ramp to provide access to all. There will also be 
room left for growth in the future. The Diocese of Fairbanks 
welcomes gifts toward the rebuilding of St. Catherine of Siena 
Catholic Church. To donate, please designate “St. Catherine of 
Siena Church” on your check, donate via http://bit.ly/CBNA_
AK or call  the Diocesan Donation Office at  907-374-9532.

St. Catherine of Siena Church, Chefornak
Total Projected Cost: $3.9 Million       Funds Raised: $2.76 Million+

Status: Dedication August 2022
Thank you for your donations and prayers for the building 
of St. Catherine’s of Siena and for the people of Chefornak!
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Thank You!

Ordination Year:  2024

Home Town: Fairbanks, AK

Home Parish: St. Raphael’s

Undergraduate: 
United States Military Academy 

(Geospatial Information Science)

Previous Career: Army Officer

Languages: English and Spanish

Hobbies: 
Playing outside, motorcycles, 

hunting & fishing, snow sports, 
silence

Tidbit:
My four sisters ALL 

have one older brother.

Favorite Saint: 
Saint Pope Gregory VII

Favorite Devotion: 
Praying the Rosary 
for the Immaculata.

Josh’s Seminarian Profile
Saint Mary of the Lake

University

Josh is currently assigned in Fairbanks where he is participating in 
diverse ministries as part of his “boots on the ground” pastoral year.  
One of his ministry areas includes teaching and assisting in the Catholic 
Schools of Fairbanks Religious Eduction classes.  

“Josh is a real life example of someone young and healthy following the faith.  He helps our school in a way no one 
expected. He models Catholicism in a way we admire.  He is enthusiastic about the faith and makes it more appealing 
for us high schoolers.”  Jane Menard, Junior, Monroe High School

Josh Miller: Seminarian                              The Road to Priesthood

Josh Miller and Fr. Robert Fath on campus at 
University of Saint Mary of the Lake



In Mountain Village, Alaska, Fr. Yakubu 
Aiden had a problem. He needed to change 
the oil in his ATV, but it was hard to perform 
the delicate work wearing thick winter 
gloves. He could take them off, but then his 
fingers would go numb in the 40 below zero 
weather. Laying on his back on the snow, Fr. 
Aiden wryly reflected that he’d never have 
this problem in his home country of Nigeria, 
whose average January temperature hovers 
around 90 degrees.

Weather is just one adjustment our priests 
from Africa must make upon coming to 
Alaska. These men, who now represent the 
second largest cohort of our international 
clergy, encounter not only a radically 
different climate and culture, but a more 
subdued approach to the faith that both 
challenges and inspires them to grow as 
priests. 

In contrast to the Church in Alaska, which 
is only about 150 years old, Catholicism has 
been in Africa since the first century when 
St. Mark brought the Gospel to Alexandria 
in 48 AD. The faith grew slowly, and by 
1900, only about 1% of Africans were 
Catholic. Since then, because of colonialism 
and European missionaries, the number of 
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converts has exploded. Today, 140 million 
of the continent’s 1.3 billion people are 
Catholic, and the Church is growing so 
rapidly some estimate 40% of the faithful 
will soon be African. 

This has caused some African dioceses to 
have a different sort of vocations crisis—so 
many young men are approaching seminaries 
that dioceses must turn them away for lack 
of resources to form them. This is happening 

Different Culture, Same Vocation: 
Our Missionary Priests from Africa

While the diocese’s clergy shortage poses a constant challenge, recruiting priests from around the 
world brings a cultural vibrancy to parishes one would not expect in northern Alaska. Currently, 
the diocese has missionary priests from five continents, with five of the 16 men hailing from Africa. 

Fr. Yakubu Zirra Aiden, Fr. Chipiro Welcome, and Fr. 
Alphonsus Afina gather to celebrate during Clergy Days 
at Sacred Heart Cathedral, in Fairbanks.
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even in countries that have had their churches, 
parochial schools, and seminaries ravaged by 
Islamic terrorist groups like Boko Haram. 

“The faith is strong in Africa,” says Fr. 
Alphonsus Afina, a missionary who came to 
Alaska from Nigeria along with Fr. Aiden in 
2017. His last parish had 16,000 members, 
with hundreds showing up each morning for 
Mass at dawn. “People walk for miles, rain 
or shine, to go to Adoration and pray the 
rosary, before staying for the 6am Mass,” 
says Fr. Alphonsus. 

While the faith is spreading across Africa 
like wildfire, the mission field in Alaska 
represents a different kind of need, where 
“the harvest is plentiful, but the laborers 
are few.” Most of our African priests are 
assigned to three rural villages and travel 
constantly to bring the Mass and sacraments 
to the people. Even then, parishes only see 
a priest about once a month for a few days. 

It can be jarring for African missionaries 
used to jubilant throngs of the faithful to 
encounter a more muted response in rural 
Alaska. Typically, village parishes only see 
a handful of daily communicants and many 
other baptized Catholics attend services 
sporadically, if at all. The tone of worship 
is different, too—it’s nothing for Africans to 
spend two or three hours singing and dancing 
through the Mass, while Alaska Natives are 
a quieter people with a slower pace of life 
that reflects the subtle ebb and flow of the 
natural world. For Fr. Alphonsus, how the 
people respond to the Gospel doesn’t change 
the Church’s duty to share it.

“If they come to Mass, we celebrate together; 
if they don’t come, I pray for them,” he says. 
Like Christ in the tabernacle, missionary 
priests must be patient and wait for that 
pivotal moment when the soul turns to God, 
insists Fr. Alphonsus. Far from discouraging 
him, fewer communicants in his churches 
has enkindled in him a fatherly love for 
God’s Yup’ik children, a love that haunted 
him when he could not return from a home 
visit to Nigeria for more than a year due to 
the pandemic. 

“All I could think about is, ‘Who’s taking 
care of my churches, my people in Alaska?’” 
recalls Fr. Alphonsus. “There are so few 
priests here, and I was so worried about 
whether they were getting the Mass and 
sacraments.” The priest was relieved when 
he was finally able to return to Alaska in 
spring 2021. 

Fr. Alphonsus Afina, Diocese of Maiduguri, Nigeria, arrived in 
Alaska in September of 2017 and currently serves the parishes 
of Saint Michael, St. Bernard, and Church of the Holy Angels—
all located on the western coast of Alaska on the Bering Sea.

Fr. Alphonsus
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“Most suffering and social dysfunction, in 
villages and everywhere else, can be traced 
to the breakdown of the family,” he says. 
“Jesus came to us through a family, so if 
we want to heal the culture, that’s where we 
start, too—with the family.” 

For our African priests, fixing vehicles in 
40 below or toning down their passionate 
preaching are small sacrifices compared to 
the joy of bringing the Risen Lord to their 
Native brothers and sisters in Alaska. Says 
Fr. Aiden, “I see how much the Yup’ik people 
need the Mass and sacraments, so I’m glad 
I can be here for them.” 

While cultural differences can be challenging, 
African priests actually share similar life 
experiences and values with Native people 
that can help break down barriers to faith 
and grow the Church here, insists Fr. Aiden. 
“I grew up in a small village, too, and I’m 
now a black man living in a mostly white 
culture,” he explains. In addition, “family 
is everything” for Africans, according to 
Fr. Aiden, and this resonates with Alaska 
Natives who have strong bonds with a vast 
network of extended family members. That 
shared value is the foundation for our African 
priests’ pastoral approach and is the key to 
reviving Catholicism in western nations, says 
Fr. Aiden. 

Fr. Chipiro Welcome, Diocese of Mutare, Zimbabwe, 
arrived in Alaska in June 2019 and currently serves the 
parish of St. Nicholas in North Pole as well as serving as 
School Chaplain for the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks.

Fr. Yakubu Zirra Aiden, 
Diocese of Maiduguri, 
Nigeria, arrived in Alaska 
in September of 2017 
and currently serves the 
parishes of St. Lawrence, 
St. Charles Spinola, and 
Church of the Nativity—
all located in the Yukon-
Kuskokwim Delta on the 
Yukon River in western 
Alaska.

Fr. Simon Jingbe, Diocese of 
Pankshin, Nigeria, arrived in 
Alaska in June of 2021 and 
currently serves the parish of 
Sacred Heart Cathedral in 
Fairbanks.

Fr. Abraham Nemaisa, 
Diocese of Mutare, 
Zimbabwe, arrived in Alaska 
in September of 2021 and 
currently serves the parish of 
St. Nicholas in North Pole.

Fr. Simon

Fr. Aiden

Fr. Abraham

Fr. Welcome
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In October 2021, Dr. Glenn Juday received the prestigious George B. Fell Award, awarded annually by the Natural 
Areas Association to an individual who has demonstrated a lifelong commitment to protecting the natural world. Dr. 
Juday is a member of Immaculate Conception parish in Fairbanks. He generously shares how he became involved 
in environmental stewardship and offers advice for those wishing to embrace greater respect for God’s creation.  

1. What is the genesis of your interest in environmental stewardship?

My family moved to a wooded area along a large stream with hills when I was about 10, and I spent my days 
seeing, smelling, and hearing nature and doing outdoor chores. As I got older, I wanted to make a living involving 
nature, to protect it and use its resources sustainably, so I went Purdue University as a forestry major. It was not 
romantic—I worked hard and got sweaty and dirty. Because I was able to do conservation work across the country, 
I loved learning to be a responsible steward where nature was hard-pressed and needed help.

2. How has being Catholic in Alaska impacted your work? 

My formative years were during and immediately after Vatican II. When I began work in Alaska, it was a time 
of rejecting things in the Church if they weren’t new, including some timeless truths of the Faith. I saw Catholics 
with a sloppy and entitled attitude toward faith, and I suspect that contributed to the abuse tragedy here and in 
other places. For me, the experience prompted questions about why dissent was attractive, and I wondered how to 
answer those confused cries for help. I found a guide in St. John Paul II’s teachings and was in the audience both 
times he visited Alaska. I also was blessed to attend his canonization. 

Dr. Glenn Juday
Promotes an Authentically Catholic Love for God’s Creation
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3. What do you see as a barrier to embracing a 
righteous relationship with God’s creation?  

Decades ago, the biggest challenge was our unthinking 
acceptance of exploiting nature and ignoring harm 
to the world. In Alaska, sea otters and musk ox were 
driven almost to extinction, whales were hunted to small 
numbers, fish traps wiped out whole salmon runs, Cold 
War military bases were laced with toxic materials, 
fire-fighting foam contaminated groundwater, and 
policies about fire suppression and predator bounties 
were applied too broadly or in ignorance of effects. We 
were stealing from our descendants. Even today, some 
people are caught up in a consumer mentality and live 
as if God does not exist and creation is a warehouse, 
while others essentially worship nature and advocate 
for callous policies toward people who need resources 
from the land. As Catholics, we’re called to approach 
life in a properly balanced way. Our sovereign, loving 
God provides for us—if we seek Him and are properly 
disposed to listen. 

4. Many Catholics desire to be good stewards of 
natural resources but don’t know how beyond 
recycling. What advice would you give to those who 
wish to grow in this area of our faith? 

“What should people do to address environmental 
problems?” is actually a question of, “What should they 
be?” Our moral and spiritual self is actualized in our 
adoration of God. That allows us to build a “civilization 
of love” as St. John Paul II termed it, which includes 
respect for people and the created order. Living out 
environmental stewardship as part of a culture of life is 
highly individual and based on our own unique vocation 
and circumstances. Minimally, we must disengage from 
institutions that intentionally harm innocent life, such as 
the abortion industry because human life is part of the 
natural world. If we should protect endangered species 
at all stages—and we should—then we should protect 
human life from conception to natural death, too.

Catholics also must articulate an alternative, orthodox, 
and compelling vision of environmental stewardship. 
This is more urgently needed as the secular and 
environmental agendas become more radical and at 
times, genuinely crazy. Accepting God’s invitation to 
true worship will provide us with the graces we need 
to maintain and act on authentic concern for the natural 
world without confusing its glory with that of the 
Creator. 

Glenn’s contributions have been both profound 
and prolific.  Here are just a few highlights of his 
life’s work: 

(https://www.naturalareas.org/awards.php)

• As a first-year doctoral student at Oregon State, 
Glenn helped draft and then became the principal 
advocate for the Oregon Natural Area Preserves Act, 
which was passed in 1973 by the state legislature. He 
then served as the Oregon Natural Area Preserves 
Advisory Committee’s first chairman. In this role, 
Glenn was responsible for nominating, documenting, 
and establishing Oregon’s first natural area preserves 
on state-owned land - totaling thousands of acres.

• Glenn has been one of the most effective and 
consequential voices for protecting old-growth 
forests in the Pacific Northwest. In 1978, he published 
Old Growth Forests: A Necessary Element of Multiple 
Use Sustained Yield National Forest Management in 
the journal Environmental Law. This analysis of the 
old-growth issue launched a complete reappraisal 
of forest management on public lands in the U.S., 
resulting in a major shift from the dominance 
of timber production toward specific goals and 
strategies to sustain older forest ecosystem services, 
biodiversity, and non-game wildlife.

• Glenn collaborated with federal and state partners 
to create the first Research Natural Areas (RNAs) on 
national forests in Oregon.  Then in Alaska, Glenn 
and his teams identified and proposed 80 RNAs 
encompassing over 570,000 acres. Remarkably, 44 of 
the 80 proposed RNAs are now established and the 
remaining 36 are still being actively considered.

• Glenn has published many impactful articles and 
editorials in the Natural Areas Journal, including 
a forward-thinking call in 1987 for applying large-
scale, ambitious restoration strategies titled: Restoring 
Natural Areas in the Human-dominated Landscape.

• Glenn’s long list of lifetime achievements includes 
international impacts on biodiversity conservation, 
as indicated by his influence on changing Forest Law 
in Sweden to include an environmental management 
goal in parallel to that country’s long-standing 
objective of maintaining high wood production.



Missionary Spotlight
What had the strongest influence on your faith growing up?
It was a combination of factors. In Poland, everyone was Catholic, and I grew up in a strong Catholic family whose 
lifestyle and practices formed me in the faith. I also was a young Catholic when Poland was still Communist, and 
the faith was a natural weapon against that oppression. In addition, I was blessed to have an uncle who was part of a 
religious order that put on camps for Catholic youth during the summer, and was close to our diocesan priest, whom 
I greatly respected. I still communicate with him frequently, after nearly 40 years! Back then, your whole village was 
Catholic and even if you had conflicts with the priest or parishioners, you just didn’t leave the faith. 

How did you know you were called to be a priest?
I didn’t, at first. The summer after I graduated from high school, I decided to go to trade school 80 miles from home 
to be an electrical engineer. I got to the school, saw it, and immediately turned around and to the seminary instead! 
I’m not sure why, but obviously it was a divinely inspired detour. They accepted my application and I started seminary 
that fall. 

How did you end up in Alaska?
When Poland was Communist, residents didn’t have the freedom to move out of the country the way they do now. My 
uncle’s order (that put on the youth camps) was a missionary order and every summer, the priests would come back 
from their travels and share pictures and stories with us. So, for a young person, being a missionary priest was attractive 
and was one of the few avenues that would allow you to see the world. After ordination, my first assignment was in the 
Philippines for five years, then I went to Kenya for 22 years. I only left Kenya because I got terribly sick and needed 
better medical care, so I went home to Poland. I spent nearly three years traveling between dozens of hospitals and 
doctors, trying to treat what they ended up diagnosing as a severe autoimmune 
disorder. And then, I suddenly just got better—a healing I’m convinced was a 
divine intervention brought about by the many people who were praying for me. 
After recovering, the doctors recommended I avoid tropical climates, so I cast 
about a few places for an assignment. Unfortunately, I was a hard sell—an older 
man, who had just recently recovered from a serious, life-threatening illness. I 
got many rejections, then heard that the Bishop of Fairbanks was desperate for 
clergy. I wrote the diocese and within two hours, got a response from Bishop 
Chad. He said, “Come to Alaska.”  

What advice would you give a young man who thinks he might be called to 
religious life?
I’d tell him that the world is very different today and that far from being respected, 
priests are in many places highly criticized and even maligned. In the western 
world, we are presumed to be delusional at best and at worst, a pedophile. But 
we can expect no better treatment than that of our Master, Jesus Christ, who gave 
his life for sinners. 
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Special Masses are offered throughout the year for 
you and your intentions by our Missionary Priests. 
Please pray that God may bless us and our work.

Fr. Stanislaw Roz grew up in Poland and was ordained in 1988 (on his birthday!) by the Divine Word 
Missionaries, a religious congregation that has clergy working as missionaries in more than 70 countries. After nearly 
30 years as a missionary in the Philippines and then Kenya, Fr. Roz made his way north to Alaska. Since his arrival 
in Fairbanks in 2019, he has pastored Yup’ik Eskimo Catholics in the villages of Newtok and Chefornak.


