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Amanda Angaiak has served in the Catholic Schools of 
Fairbanks as principal for fifteen years.  She is inspiring, 
musically gifted and faith-filled, a true role model for 
students and faculty at the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks, 
which is the only accredited and Jesuit endorsed K-12 
school in Alaska.

Making Faith “A Way of Life”
At the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks

In helping their students get closer to God, staff 
members at the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks 
are finding themselves transformed, too. 

Imagine a school where adults and children 
pray together each morning and afternoon…
where teachers and students gather to worship 
the Lord…where everyone meets Jesus in the 
Eucharist during weekly Mass. This faith-
filled environment is a reality at the Catholic 
schools of Fairbanks. By proudly living out 
the school’s Jesuit charism, staff members at 
Immaculate Conception School and Monroe 
Catholic High School are actively leading 
others to Christ--and finding themselves 
transformed in the process. 

Amanda Angaiak:  
Called to Catholic Education
Immaculate Conception School (ICS), 
Fairbanks’ only Catholic elementary school, 
was started in the basement of Immaculate 
Conception Catholic Church in 1946, with 
an initial group of 55 children. Today, the 
school has around 220 students, and is led by 
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with a performing arts group. 
Though only five of the group’s 
40 teens were Catholic, they 
all requested to attend Mass on 
Sundays during the trip. 

“The Mass was in Polish, 
of course, but we could still 
understand what was going on,” 
Amanda remembers. “It really 
helped me see the universality of 
our Church.” 
 By the time she graduated 
from high school, Amanda 
“deeply loved Jesus” and knew 
she wanted to attend a Catholic 
university with the same strong 
sense of spiritual community 
she’d found in Sitka. She ended 
up attending the University of 
Notre Dame, where she majored 
in theology and anthropology. She 
met her husband, Michael, during 
her sophomore year. Remarkably, 
Michael was also from Alaska; 
his parents and extended family 
lived in Fairbanks. His family was 

Amanda is a natural leader 
who has God as her center. 
She is passionate about her 
ministry to our students, staff 

and families. Her commitment to CSF, incredible 
love & compassion towards our students and JOY 

in the Lord is inspiring. 
We are truly blessed by her spirit-filled presence.

--Kathleen Balko
Religion Coordinator for ICS and Monroe

principal Amanda Angaiak, a mother of three children 
whose husband is also the principal of a local public 
school. 

Born in Montana, Amanda moved to Alaska with 
her family during her elementary years. Her parents 
were adult converts to the faith and she credits them 
for giving her a powerful witness of Catholicism. “My 
parents were truly searching for Truth, but they also 
taught me to be comfortable with mystery,” Amanda 
says. “I learned from them that some things like God or 
the Eucharist can’t be fully explained and that’s okay.”
        The family initially moved to Sitka, a small city 
of about 8,000 people located on the southern half of 
Chichagof Island in southeastern Alaska. They soon 
became active members of St. Gregory’s Catholic 
Church, located just a few blocks from their home. 
Living on an island cultivated a closeness in the small 
Catholic community that Amanda still appreciates, 
especially among the handful of Catholic teens whose 
presence invited her to remain close to Christ. For 
example, Amanda visited Poland her freshman year 

The Angaiak Family: Two principals, one Monroe Catholic 
High School student and two Immaculate Conception 
students.
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deeply Catholic, too--Michael’s grandfather, 
Mike Angaiak of Tununak, was one of the 
first Alaska Native deacons ordained in the 
Diocese of Fairbanks in the early 1980s.
 Amanda’s strong desire to work for 
the Church remained with her throughout 
college, so after graduating from Notre Dame 
in 1996, she enrolled in a relatively new 
program at the university called the Alliance 
for Catholic Education (ACE). The program 
trained Catholic teachers to instruct in needy 
parochial schools across the country. Amanda 
wept when she opened the envelope containing 
information about her assigned school--she 
would be teaching religion to 9th graders at 
Bishop Kenny High School in Jacksonville, 
Florida. Kenny, a close family friend, was then 
the bishop of Amanda’s diocese. She saw the 
assignment to a Catholic school in Florida 
heralding the same name as an Alaskan bishop 
as a signal grace, a confirmation of both her 
faith and her vocational calling as an educator.

  A year into the ACE program, Amanda 
returned to Alaska to help her father care for 
her mother, who was diagnosed with breast 
cancer. She is grateful for this time with 
her mother, who insisted that her daughter 
have the whole wedding experience despite 
her health problems. Amanda and Michael 
married in 1998 and moved to Fairbanks, 
where Amanda began substituting at Monroe 
Catholic High School. She was hired full-time 
as the religious education coordinator at the 
Catholic schools in 2000. 

When the school’s principal stepped 
down three years later, Providence again 
intervened: Amanda had just applied to the 
Remick Leadership Program at Notre Dame 
to earn a Master’s degree in Catholic school 
administration. She was promoted to principal 
of ICS, and has spent the past 14 years guiding 
the school. Amanda is proud that ICS and 
Monroe Catholic High School together are 
the only K-12 Catholic school system in the 



Fr. Robert Fath, School Chaplain and Diocesan 
Vocation Director, presides over the annual 
“Crowning of Mary,” where second grade 
students who recently received the Sacrament of 
Holy Eucharist, and their classmates, participate 
in the special Mass and ceremony.

province to have received a Jesuit endorsement.
A Sacramental School Day
Working at a Catholic school has brought Amanda 
even closer to Jesus over the years, she says, adding 
that Fairbanks Catholic schools have a “sacramental” 
character that confers grace on all who enter. 

At ICS, the whole community starts and ends 
each day with prayer; students also study faith and 
morals in age-appropriate ways on a daily basis. In 
addition, staff and students participate in a weekly 
spiritual “Examen,” a way of prayer developed by 
St. Ignatius. They also gather every Friday for Mass. 
And unlike many adults who can struggle to engage 
at Mass, the children are thrilled to participate, 
according to kindergarten teacher MaryVail Butcher. 

“They sing with gusto, they shriek the 
responses,” says MaryVail, who has taught at ICS 
for more than 20 years. “The kids love to be there 
and my heart just swells to see it.”

The school makes a special effort to ensure 
everyone can participate in the Friday Masses as 
fully as possible. Students, staff, and parents serve 

Working with Amanda to help guide 
our schools has been an inspiration 
and an education.  A naturally 
reflective person, Amanda has a 

deep knowledge of current best practices in 
education, but her greatest strength is the passion with 
which she models her faith through everything she does 

for her staff, especially through her music.
--Patrick Riggs

Principal, Monroe Catholic Junior/High School
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Principal Angaiak often sings in the choir at Mass and sometimes 
dons a clarinet--a talent she honed in the University of Notre Dame 
Marching Band during college.



In addition to starting and ending each day with prayer, ICS 
students study Bible stories and learn about the Catholic faith.
lass.

as lectors, ushers, or choir members, or take 
up gifts and read petitions. Non-Catholics who 
do not take Communion are invited to receive 
a blessing from the priest.

“It’s beautiful for the children to see 
that everyone is welcome to participate in the 
Mass, even if they’re not engaged in the full 
sacramental life of the Church,” Amanda says. 
“I’m blessed to work with people committed 
to our mission to bring these children closer 
to Our Lord.”

Faith at ICS is “a way of life,” Amanda 
insists. “We can’t divorce our faith from 
academics,” she says. “From a young age, we 
help students start paying attention to how 
God is speaking to them and guiding them 
personally.” 

In addition to bringing students closer to 
God, Amanda has witnessed the school have 
a positive spiritual impact on many parents 
through their participation in its liturgical life. 
“I’ll see a new mom sitting in the back at Mass 
in the beginning of the school year,” she says. 
“Over time, I’ll see her move up to sit with 
the kids and after that, I’ll see her actively 

participating.” 
Amanda sees these parents’ movement 

toward the altar as symbolic of their spiritual 
movement toward God. “It’s as if they’re 
working out whatever has been keeping them 
from getting close to God and it gets easier 
the more they come to our Masses.”

On several occasions, the school has 
celebrated the entrance of whole families 
into the faith. A few years ago, a sixth-grade 
student was baptized along with her siblings 
and parents. Last year, a kindergartener 
was baptized. These are profoundly joyful 
occasions, Amanda says, who adds that the 
entire school community celebrates these 
individuals’ journeys into the Catholic 
Church.   

Kristy Parrish: Seeing God in the Everyday
Not surprisingly, the school’s pervasively 
Catholic character also has had a positive 
spiritual effect on many staff members. Kristy 
Parrish works at ICS as an instructional 
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Kindergarten students from ICS are paired with senior 
students from the adjoining Monroe Catholic High School 
at the beginning of the school year.  The program has been a 
tremendous “hit’ for all involved even leading several older 
students to attend, thirteen years later, the graduation of 
their former kindergarten buddies.



coach, mentor, and volleyball coach. Raised 
in Cincinnati, her devoutly Catholic father 
insisted Kristy and her siblings attend the 
local Catholic school despite the good 
reputation of nearby public schools. 

After getting married in 2009, Kristy 
and her husband moved to Alaska to be 
near his family, a move she expected to 
be temporary since she wasn’t interested 
in living so far north long-term. Then she 
got hired part-time at ICS. Six years later, 
Kristy has no plans to leave Fairbanks, and 
wants her own children to attend the Catholic 
schools in a few years.

“It’s incredible to be at a place where 
people openly pray together, where people 
are trying to love each other the way Christ 
does,” Kristy says. “Seeing how much our 
teachers care about the kids and how they 
teach them to become men and women who 
serve others…I can’t imagine not giving my 
children that gift.”
        Staff members encourage students 
to grow their relationship with God by 
modeling that same search for the divine 
in their own lives, principal Amanda says. 
Last year, a Jesuit priest on staff led faculty 
in year-long Ignatian exercises that focused 
on seeing God’s presence in everyday life. 
The experience was deeply impactful for the 
adults, who met weekly to reflect on Scripture 
and discuss their relationship with God with 
one another. Because of the exercises, Kristy 
now finds herself far more reflective about 
the spirituality of everyday life. 

“I’d never looked at my faith from the 
perspective of a parent, a wife, and a woman 
like that,” she says. “I realized that everything 
in my life is actually pointing me back to 
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Christ.”
She experienced this in a profound way 

one night while reading the Bible and nursing 
her newborn son. “I read in Isaiah about how 
God’s love for us is like the love a mother has 
for her child and I just broke down,” Kristy 
says. Looking down at her own tiny son--
providentially also named Isaiah--she felt 
God’s love intimately penetrate her heart, as 
reflected in the immense love she felt for her 
baby. 

“Sometimes, we can get lost in the ritual 
of our Catholic faith, but that night, I got it,” 
says Kristy. “I started to realize just how much 
God loves me where I am.”  

Nancy Hanson: 
Brought Home through Love 
The Catholic schools’ loving acceptance of 
people has drawn more than one person into 
the Church, says Nancy Hanson, director of 
Fairbanks’ Catholic schools. Hanson was 
raised by wonderful parents, whose care for 
others imbued her with a strong sense of 
social justice. But as a teenager, one of her 
closest friends was killed in a car accident, 
along with her mother and brother. Hanson 
was devastated.  
        “Someone told me them dying was 



This sign greets all students, faculty, parents and visitors as they enter the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks.
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‘God’s will,’ and I knew that if that was 
true, I was done with God,” Hanson 
remembers. She remained spiritually 
curious, however, and read extensively 
about different religious traditions and 
philosophy as a young adult. Having 
played basketball in college, Hanson was 
invited to coach the women’s basketball 
team at the Catholic high school in the 
late 1970s. The acceptance she found 
there began to redeem her view of God 
as a distant, critical, and cruel Creator.

“The Catholics I encountered 
weren’t preachy or judgmental…their 
faith was just woven into their being,” Hanson recalls. “I learned from them that God loves 
us, accepts us, and teaches us to care about others. I finally understood that religion was 
learning how to love each other and to love God.”

Hanson learned Jesus was a very different person than she’d imagined, too. “I realized 
Jesus isn’t judging me every time I make a mistake,” she says. “In fact, He’s incredible.”

Hanson was confirmed as a Catholic in 1982, and credits her experiences in Fairbanks’ 
Catholic schools as instrumental in moving her heart toward God. “I don’t know if I would 
be Catholic today without that community,” she says. By educating children in and through 
the Catholic faith, ICS and Monroe are innately evangelical places where they invite staff, 
students, and parents to truly encounter Christ, Hanson says.  

“We have the marvelous glory of Jesus in our schools,” she says. 
“And that’s a whole new world for a lot of people.”  

        By Misty Mealey
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Only In Alaska
Being surrounded by Alaska’s breathtaking natural beauty 
no doubt makes it easier for staff and students of Immac-
ulate Conception School (ICS) to keep their minds on 
God. But that spiritual aid comes with a practical cost, 
especially in winter. As principal Amanda Angaiak points 
out, her school faces financial challenges most Catholic 
schools in the lower 48 states don’t, such as: 

	High Heating Costs
The average winter temperature for Fairbanks is -17F, 
but it’s not unusual for the city to experience a lengthy 
cold snap of 40 to 50 below zero. When that happens, 
the school’s already-high heating costs (around $5,500/
month) can increase by up to 20% that year, according 
to Angaiak. 

In fact, schools in interior Alaska are actually 
designed to minimize heating costs. Schools here are 
built with artic entries, extra insulation, and double- or 
triple-pane windows. In addition, northern Alaskan 
schools rarely have a cafeteria, which would have to 
be heated despite being used only an hour or two each 
weekday. Students eat lunch in common areas or class-
rooms instead.

 
	A Demanding Maintenance Schedule

Schools in temperate zones can usually delay building 
maintenance if money is tight, but ICS doesn’t have 
that luxury, insists Angaiak, who has to build significant 
maintenance costs into the school’s annual budget. 

According to diocesan handyman Dale Chapman, 
Fairbanks’ deep cold requires ongoing maintenance on 
the school’s heating system. “If the boiler goes out at 30 
below, the whole building can freeze up in just hours and 

have its infrastructure age faster,” he says.  

	Snow Removal Expenses 
While a warmer winter does mean lower heating bills, 
the higher temps create another problem—more snow 
and thus, more snow accumulation on ICS’s flat roof. 
The school has to remove excessive snow during winters 
with excessive snowfall or risk having the extra weight 
damage the building. 

“People forget that our snowfalls don’t melt like 
they do in the lower 48,” says Chuck Bowman, who 
performs maintenance on buildings within the diocese. 
“February’s snow just sits on top of January’s.” Last year, 
Fairbanks received more than 80 inches of snow over the 
winter season, nearly 20 inches more than usual. 

	Higher Utilities
With most supplies having to be flown or trucked 

into interior Alaska, the cost of living in Fairbanks is 
nearly 40% higher than the national average, according to 
the Alaska Department of Labor. This means that typical 
school purchases such as books, furniture, and athletic 
equipment tend to be more expensive for ICS than for 
Catholic schools in other states. 

Fairbanks also has the highest utility rates in the 
state--more than double the national average--and those 
rates have increased significantly over the past few years. 
This is bad news for an interior Alaska school like ICS 
that enjoys just a few hours of daylight on half its winter 
days. In a painful irony, the school paid nearly $10,000 
more for electricity during the 2016-2017 school year, 
despite actually using less than the year before.

that will cost thousands to repair,” says 
Chapman. Arctic temps also require 
more filtering for the boiler’s fresh-air 
intake, which requires changing the 
filters more often. Additives put into 
heating oil to keep it from freezing 
during winter transport also create more 
corrosion and wear on ICS’s boiler over 
time, Chapman adds. 

In addition, Fairbanks’ extreme 
temperature variations take their toll on 
the building itself, Chapman points out. 
“A school whose walls and windows 
go from 50 below to being baked in 95 
degrees, year after year, is just going to 
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Dear Bishop Zielinski,     
                    Date___________F01 S2017 03
I want to help you and the  missionaries ministering in 
Northern Alaska to bring the Mass, the Sacraments, religious 
education, and training to the widely-scattered Indian and 
Eskimo people of Christ.  Please accept this donation to your 
General Fund and use it where most needed.    
AMOUNT OF GIFT: $15______   $25_______  $50_____  
$100_____  $250_____     Other$_______________

Dear Bishop Zielinski,     
                    Date___________F12 S2017 03
Enclosed is a special donation to the Catholic Schools of 
Fairbanks Operations Fund, a fund intended exclusively to 
help alleviate operational costs at the school.  
AMOUNT OF GIFT: $15______   $25_______  $50_____  
$100_____  $250_____     Other$_______________

Please send me the following:
1) A JOURNEY THROUGH 50 YEARS $8 each F67
Qty___ Amount Enclosed $______
CHRISTMAS CARDS pk of 12 for $10 each pack F101
2) New *Aurora Design     Qty___Amount Enclosed $______ 
3) 2016  Birch  Design         Qty___Amount Enclosed $______ 
4) 2015 Church Design        Qty___Amount Enclosed $______ 
5) 2014 Pinecone Design     Qty___Amount Enclosed $______ 
6) 2013 Snowflake Design   Qty___Amount Enclosed $______ 
7) 2017 ORNAMENT $25 each  F102
 Qty___Amount Enclosed $______ 
  8) TINY SAINTS CHARM $6 each F101 
  Qty___Amount Enclosed $_________

Name___________________________________
Street No._______________________________
P.O.Box_________________________________
City_______________State_______Zip_______
If donating by check, please make payable to: 
 CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA  or CBNA 
If donating by credit card: 
NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD:
 __________________________________________________
TYPE OF CARD (Visa, Master Card or Discover Cards only): 
VISA___     MASTER CARD___     DISCOVER___          
One Time Only:(  )      Monthly:(  )      Quarterly:(  )      
Twice A Year: (  )    Annually:(  )
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential): 
___________ ____________ ____________ ______________
EXP  DATE:_________ TOTAL Enclosed $___________ 
PHONE:______________________________________
EMAIL:_______________________________________
SIGNATURE: ____________________________________

CATHOLIC  BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA/CBNA/1312 PEGER ROAD*FAIRBANKS, AK*99709

A JOURNEY 
THROUGH 50 

YEARS OF FAITH, 
HOPE, AND LOVE, 

in softcover, spans 
178 pages with full 
color illustrations. 
Now Available for 
ONLY $8.00
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All Cards 5x7 size



Your first class 
stamp donations 

are greatly 
appreciated.
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Place Order On Reverse Side

YES! We collect Box Tops for the 
Catholic Schools of Fairbanks!

Mail to: The Shepherd Ladies
1312 Peger Road

Fairbanks, AK 99709

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Both Immaculate Conception 
School (ICS) and Monroe Catholic 
Junior/High School’s purpose can be 
distilled down to a few words: “For the 
Glory of Jesus Christ.” The school takes 
a stand for Jesus Christ and our Catholic 
faith amidst the pervasive political 
correctness of society. And it does this 
by reflecting the joy of the Gospel in its 
classrooms, teachers, and students. 

It has been almost three years 
since I was greeted by staff and students 
during my first visit to the Catholic 
Schools of Fairbanks. Now when I 
look at my calendar and see that I am 
scheduled for Mass or a visit to the 
Catholic elementary or junior/high 
school, I am truly filled with excitement. 

Encountering the Risen 
Christ at the Catholic 

Schools of Fairbanks

A Message From Bishop Chad Zielinski
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What a joy to walk in and be mobbed by 5-year-
olds who incessantly badger me with questions: 
“Why do you wear that pointy hat? Is it to cover 
your head (with no hair)? Why do you carry that 
stick? Tell us about your brothers and sisters, your 
mom and dad! What’s your favorite color? Your 
favorite food?” I get some of the same questions 
from the older students, but I also hear deeper 
ones, too, that reflect my calling as a bishop. 
These young people want to explore the teachings 
of the Church, as they are honestly struggling to 
live out the Truth despite the world sending them 
a different message. My encounter with these 
students is engaging and invigorating.

Yes, Fairbanks’ Catholic schools are 
academic institutions, but they are different. They 
are more, because their focus is on the glory of 
Jesus Christ. In fact, as a Jesuit-endorsed school 
they have at their roots a phrase made famous 
by St. Ignatius of Loyola who preached, “for 
the greater glory of God and the salvation of 
humanity.” It is often rendered as Ad majorem 
Dei glorium or AMGD, the Latin motto, “For 
the greater glory of God.” The school takes that 
motto seriously, for you will find it  throughout 
the school and embroidered on their high school 
sport jerseys. 

By encouraging staff and students to 
encounter the Risen Christ, ICS and Monroe 
are simply echoing the words of Pope Francis, 
who has unabashedly sounded the horn to 
Catholics about the necessity of entering into 
real relationship with Jesus. For it is only in this 
encounter that we will be transformed by his 
Word and the sacramental life of the Church. 
When we meet Christ, our hearts cannot help but 
burn and we’re spurred to run forth to share Our 
Lord with others just as Mary, the Mother of God, 
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ran to Elizabeth to proclaim her encounter with Jesus. As Pope Francis reminds us, these 
Scriptural accounts are not just stories from the past, but real encounters that these early 
Christians had with the living Christ—the same Christ who desires to walk with us every 
moment of our lives, too.

And when we do allow the Risen Christ to walk with us, that encounter will diminish 
the confusion and distractions on the periphery of our lives that bombard us daily. To keep 
our students focused on Christ and His teachings, however, we need parents, staff, teachers, 
and indeed, the whole community of Christians. We need everyone to be committed to 
Catholic virtues that reflect Christ’s words and actions. These virtues form the consciences of 
our students and help them grow in their love for Jesus, their classmates, and their families. 

This bring me to an important point—The family’s role in forming faithful disciples 
of Christ cannot be understated. Pope Francis is passionate about promoting spiritually 
healthy families, having dedicated two years to preparing for the Synod on the Family in 
2014, and then spending an entire year of his Wednesday talks at the Vatican on the subject. 
He followed the synod with “The Joy of Love,” an apostolic exhortation that proclaimed, 
“The family is the vital cell for transforming society.” He stated during his visit to the 
United States in 2015 that families have a “divine citizenship” so that “within the heart of 
the family, truth, goodness, and beauty may truly grow.” 

Yes, the family is under attack in many ways today, but there are still places building 
families up and one of them is Holy Family Chapel at the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks. 
In this small school chapel, students and their families are invited to be transformed 
during a real encounter with Jesus Christ and his family. By worshipping as a community, 
every student—no matter how challenging the family 
situation—becomes part of God’s family. As evidenced 
by the exuberant, joyful Masses held there, these students 
are genuinely encountering the Christ who brings healing 
and hope. 

I am excited about my next visit to the Catholic 
Schools of Fairbanks, where beauty, truth, and goodness 
are reflected in this small academic community that 
focuses so clearly on the glory of Christ.

   †Most Rev. Chad W. Zielinski

  Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska
  Diocese of Fairbanks


