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Some give by going to the Missions                 Some go by giving to the Missions            Without both there are no Missions

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA
1312 PEGER ROAD FAIRBANKS, ALASKA  99709
Phone: 907-374-9532         http: //www.cbna.info

Special Masses are offered throughout the year for
you and your intentions by our Missionary Priests.
Please pray that God may bless us and our work.

MEMORIES OF OUR SHEPHERD

JOHN PAUL II: 1920-2005
Robert L. Whelan, S.J.,
Bishop, Diocese of Fair-
banks, 1968-1984, greets
Pope John Paul II on his
arrival in Fairbanks in
1984.

Michael J. Kaniecki, S.J., Bishop,
Diocese of Fairbanks, 1984-2000,
poses with Pope John Paul II
during an Ad Limina visit to
Rome in 1989.

Below, Bishop Donald J. Kettler,
ordained August 22, 2002, for the
Fairbanks Diocese, spends a mo-
ment with the Holy Father dur-
ing his Ad Limina visit in 2004.

Photos courtesy of Alaskan Shepherd Archives, Father Brad
Reynolds, S.J., and Liturgical Press Inc.



2

We want to thank in a special way those of you who have included the Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska (our
legal title) in your bequests and wills, and those of you who, at the time of the deaths of dear ones, have suggested
that, in their memory, contributions be made to the Missions of Northern Alaska or to the Alaskan Shepherd
Endowment Fund.  For more information, please contact Tom Buzek,  Business Administrator:   907-374-9528.

Bishop Robert L. Whelan, S.J., Pope John Paul II, and Bishop Michael J. Kaniecki, S.J., confer a blessing
upon the people of Fairbanks, Alaska, on May 2, 1984.  The pope is wearing a beaded moosehide stole given
to him by Fairbanksan Delores Sloan on behalf of Native Alaskans.

Etched in the hearts and memories of Fairbanks folk is a visit by the Holy Father to the
Last Frontier, 21 years ago, May 2, 1984.

It was an extraordinary 39 hours of history—the first time a pope and president met
outside of the White House or the Vatican.  No such encounter has occurred since.

President Ronald Reagan returning from a visit to China; Pope John Paul II on his way
to China; Fairbanks, Alaska, the stopover.

The Holy Father greeted over 10,000 Alaskans at the Fairbanks International Airport
with this story:

When I arrived on my first visit (Anchorage in 1981) to your beautiful state, dear people of
Alaska,—and it is beautiful, your state, I remember being welcomed by a lovely little child, Molly
Marie, who reached out and handed me a bouquet of forget-me-nots, your state flower.  Shortly
afterwards, that little girl was called home to her heavenly Father, but her loving gesture is not forgotten,
and her memory is held in blessing.

I found in what she did at that time a living truth about the people of the vast Alaskan territory
that in your thoughts and in your prayers you remember the Pope today.  I’m here in person to give
you the assurance that I have not forgotten you.  Even when I am miles away I hold the people of



To the friends and benefactors of the
Missionary Diocese of Fairbanks:

In September we begin our annual Novena to the Pa-
troness of the missions of Alaska, St. Therese, “The
Little Flower.”  The Novena will begin on September
23 and will end on the Feast of St. Therese, October 1.
On each of these days a Mass will be offered for our
friends and for their needs and petitions.

You are invited to submit petitions to be remembered during the novena.  No offering is
necessary.  Any received will be used to support our ministries here in Northern Alaska.

You are also invited to join us on the novena days
(September 23-October 1), by praying the following prayer:

“O Lord, who said, unless you become as little children you shall not enter the Kingdom
of Heaven, GRANT US, WE BESEECH YOU, to so follow in the way of Blessed Therese in
humility and simplicity that through her intercession these petitions and those of all our
members may be granted as part of the shower of roses she promised to send upon this
earth.”
All petitions will be read and remembered in the Masses offered during these nine days.

Please detach and send intention portion.  Use prayer above for the Novena.

ST. THERESE NOVENA
TO:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA

1312 Peger Road * Fairbanks, AK *  99709-5199

Please remember the following petitions during the
Novena to St. Therese:

___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name___________________________________________

Street___________________________________________

City___________________State_________Zip_________
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Yes, please send _____copy(ies) of Alaskana Catholica.
I am enclosing $80.00 for each book, which includes shipping and handling.
Name____________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________
City_______________________________________State__________________Zip____________
Email________________________________________ S2005 05-F92

“Through years of dedicated research, writing, and
documentation, Father Renner has created a succinct yet
comprehensive guide detailing in total clarity and conciseness
the history of the Catholic Church in Alaska. Within this
historic documentation the reader can reference over 225
years of Catholicism in Alaska. Father Louis L. Renner, S.J.,
has accomplished in Alaskana Catholica a momentous feat—
a magnum opus.”

Donald J. Kettler
Bishop of Fairbanks

“Father Renner is the foremost authority on
Catholic history in Alaska,

writing history at its purest, almost exclusively
from archival sources.”
Dr. Dorothy Jean Ray

Historian and Anthropologist

“This fascinating volume offers an intimate picture of the
activities of the Catholic Church’s Alaska Mission, from its
beginning in the nineteenth century to the present. It is a
fact-filled account of people and places with a wonderful
array of characters…Father Renner, with a historian’s
concern for the facts and a writer’s eye for a good story,

has produced a valuable work.”
Francis Paul Prucha, S.J.,

Professor of History Emeritus ,  Marquette University

“One of the main intents of this volume,” we read in the author’s Preface, “is to keep alive for
posterity the memory of many major Catholic Alaskan figures—clerical and lay, Native and non-Native,
living and deceased—by the recording of their lives and deeds.”

Alaskana Catholica (“a unique gift, whether to give or to receive”) is a reference work in the
format of an encyclopedia.  It offers its readers something more than mere bare-bones reference data and
Who’s Who-s.  Moreover, some entries have a story about the given entry’s subject attached to them.   Some
have a “tapestry” woven out of a series of quotations from the mission diary of the given place attached to
them.  These stories and tapestries give readers a kind of “you are there” experience, of being present at an
event of the past or at a place remote to them.   Close to 400 images illustrate Alaskana Catholica.

The Alaskan Shepherd is accepting advance orders now.   The book is scheduled to arrive in the Fall of 2005.

ALASKANA CATHOLICA
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Alaska and those of the whole of the United States
close to me in my heart.   I do not forget you. For
we are linked by bonds of friendship, of faith, and
of love.

In 1999,
B i s h o p
Michael J.
Kaniecki, S.J.,
wrote about
his 1998 Ad
Limina visit to
Rome. (“Ad
Limina” can
be translated
“To the
Threshold of
the Holy
F a t h e r ’ s
Home.”)  Like
all of the bishops
of Region XII—
those of
W a s h i n g t o n ,
Oregon, Idaho, Montana and Alaska—I, too, was
fortunate to have five audiences with Pope John
Paul II.  On Tuesday, October 6th, just ten days
before he celebrated his 20th anniversary as Pope, I
had my private audience.  (The Holy Father makes
time for a private one-on-one visit each bishop
making the Ad Limina visit.  What a tribute to the
Holy Father—given his overloaded schedule—and
what a blessing for each bishop!)  The next day I
was present at the General Audience in the Vatican
and luckily found myself seated only about 15 feet
away from the Holy Father.  Michael Warfel, bishop
of the Juneau diocese, and I were as close to him
that day as any of the visiting bishops.  On
Thursday, the bishops from our region were invited
to a luncheon, which lasted about an hour and 45
minutes.  Again I was privileged, in that I was
seated immediately next to the Holy Father.  On
Friday, we concelebrated Mass with him.  After
that came a half-hour session in his study.

Our Holy Father appeared to be extremely
tired and in a somewhat weakened condition.  His

spirit and sense of purpose, however, were clearly
stronger than I have ever witnessed them.
Sometimes one gets the impression that he keeps

going on sheer will
power alone.  He has
cut back very little
on his extremely full
schedule.  His
determination in
itself is a source of
true inspiration—
not to mention the
well-known charism
of his warm
personality.  God
does indeed visit His
people through this
wonderful Pope.
Just being with him
gave me my greatest
spiritual shot in the
arm for 1998.

Father Richard
McCaffrey, S.J., Immaculate Conception’s
parish pastor, reflected on John Paul II’s
accomplishments during his homily, listing the
pope’s  “104 visits around the world; 14
Encyclicals; 15 Apostolic Exhortations; 10
Apostolic Constitutions; five books; 1,538
Blesseds and 482 canonizations of saints.”  He
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Pope John Paul II arrives in Fairbanks,  May 2, 1984.  He is escorted by Bishop Michael J.
Kaniecki, S.J., on his right (ordained Bishop the day before) and on his left Bishop Robert L.
Whelan, S.J.    Father Francis  W. McGuigan, S.J., is directly behind Bishop Whelan.

A meeting of historical “firsts.”  Pope John Paul II and President Ronald
Reagan meet at Fairbanks International Airport, May 2, 1984.  A room
at the Fairbanks Airport now bears the name, “Pope  & President
Room.”



Again we assure you that we never, under any circumstances,
sell, exchange, or give out the names of our benefactors.

This has been and continues to be our sacred pledge.

added, “There ought to be someone to meet him
at the pearly gates.”

Bishop Donald Kettler offered these
thoughts to a packed Cathedral on April 3, 2005:
Today we celebrate the gift of eternal life our pope,
John Paul II, is now experiencing with God.  We
thank God for the 26 years of leadership he has given
the Catholic Church and the Diocese of Northern
Alaska as the Vicar of Christ.  We also share in the
sorrow and loss brought by his death.

Pope John Paul II, perhaps more than any
other church leader, had a special relationship with
the people of Alaska and for that we are very grateful.
During two visits with him in Rome, I personally
heard him speak fondly of the people of Alaska.
Many individuals from our diocese have also had
the opportunity to have met the pope, participated
in Masses celebrated by him, attended World Youth
Day celebrations in his presence, and even performed
before him as part of special celebrations.  His
influence on our diocese has been immeasurable and
his message eternal.

Bishop Kettler traveled to Rome in 2004
for his Ad Limina visit.  Every five years bishops
report to the Holy Father and other Vatican
offices to render a state of their diocese report.
Bishop Kettler remembers, “It was difficult for
the pope to speak during the 15-minute, one-on-one
interview.  What amazed me was that he still showed
interest at what was happening in Alaska and how
we were doing.  It wasn’t a formality to him.  He
really wanted to know how the people were and how
they were doing in the diocese.”

Bishop Kettler recalls a similar visit he
made from Sioux Falls, where he was rector of
Christ the King Cathedral.  He accompanied
Bishop Robert Carlson along with the diocese’s
vicar general to Rome and was briefly
introduced to the pontiff one day.  Days later,
they met the pope after a Mass and he greeted
them in English, recalling where they were from
and their positions.
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Bishop Robert L. Whelan, S.J., was the
first to invite the Holy Father to Fairbanks and
it was he who first greeted the pontiff in
Anchorage in 1981, and in Fairbanks in 1984,
and the last to bid him goodbye that same day.
Bishop Whelan reflected on the pope’s visit the
following day from his office, “The reason
Catholics have such respect for the Holy Father, is
that he is someone chosen by God and given to the
entire world.  One who is different from every pope
we’ve ever had.  He isn’t concerned about his own
safety.  I have the feeling he just wants to make
himself as available as he can.  He wants to give
himself to us”.

With heavy hearts, in Alaska, we mourn
the loss of you, our dear shepherd, Pope John
Paul II, who promised us, “I don’t forget you.”
Nor do we forget you!  While saddened by your
death, we rejoice that your sufferings are at an
end, and that you are beginning your new life
of glory with Christ Jesus.

    —Patty Walter

Special thanks to those of you who have sent
stamps!  These 37¢ first class gifts are of great

use to the Alaskan Shepherd.


