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Some give by going to the Missions                 Some go by giving to the Missions            Without both there are no Missions

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA
1312 PEGER ROAD FAIRBANKS, ALASKA  99709

Phone: 907-374-9532         http: //www.cbna.info

Special Masses are offered throughout the year for
you and your intentions by our Missionary Priests.
Please pray that God may bless us and our work.

CONFIRMED IN ALASKA: PART III--
EMMONAK

Part I & II of this story recounts the travels to and Confirmations held in Nulato and Galena by Bishop
Donald J. Kettler, as part of the 14--parish/village Confirmation tour he made in April & May 2005.

Above Left-- Emmonak, Sacred Heart Confirmed & sponsors.  Back row:  Left to Right--Matthew Moore, Maxine Agathluk, Lindsey Tucker,
Roselyn Moore, Deacon Bart Agathluk, Pearly Gregory, Bishop Donald Kettler, Felicity Waska, Antonia Kamroff, Myles Redfox, Sylvia Moore,
Cheryl Bird, Joseph Michael Jones, Angela Jones, and Paul Crane Sr.  Front Row:  Left to Right--Matrona Kozevenikoff, Jana Oktoyak, Emily Crane,
Harry Gregory, Johnny Redfox, Marta Kameroff, Martina Bird, Marvin Kelly, Raymond Waska Sr.,  and Doloras Waska.
Above Right--Emmonak, Sacred Heart First Communicants.  Isaac Seton, Jonathan Aketachunk, Alfred Andrews, Ursula Jones, Mark Gre-
gory, Jessie Elachik, Branden Waska, Deacon Bart Agathluk, Arlene Alexie, Clyde Seton, Bishop Donald Kettler, Olympia Westlock, Larry Seton,Winter
Kilangak, Deandra Pete, Jeffrey Agathluk, and Leandra Andrews. (Confirmed and First Communicants are in bold.)

Photos by Patty Walter
In 1964, the Northern Commercial Company cannery, located in Emmonak washed away.  The entire

village was threatened by floods and massive erosion.  They therefore relocated 1.4 miles north to their
present day site.  In 1939, Emmonak had a population of 42; today’s present numbers total 767.

On April 20, 2005, I found myself gazing out of a Grant Aviation Beechcraft plane on my way to
Emmonak.   Bishop Donald Kettler was already in the village preparing for Confirmation that evening—
this halt being the second leg of his 2005 Confirmation tour.  His trip had begun on April 4, in Nulato and
would come to an end on June 9, in Tok.  His total trip would cover 14 parishes and villages.  The Beechcraft
followed the Yukon River, a mighty oak in comparison to the thousands of branch-like tributaries that
sprouted determinately from its banks.  This being only mid-April, the river was paralyzed, suspended to
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We want to thank in a special way those of you who have included the Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska (our legal
title) in your bequests and wills, and those of you who, at the time of the deaths of dear ones, have suggested that, in their
memory, contributions be made to the Missions of Northern Alaska or to the Alaskan Shepherd Endowment Fund.  For
more information, please contact Tom Buzek,  Business Administrator:   907-374-9528.

the unknowing  viewer, until such time as “Break Up”
which would force the fast moving water beneath to
carry massive chunks of ice downriver—moving what
it must and finally emptying with resolve into the
Bering Sea.

Since 2004, Fr. Thomas G. Provinsal, S.J., has
cared for the people and parish of Sacred Heart in
Emmonak—he is also the “visiting” priest for the
villages of Kotlik, Alakanuk, and Nunam Iqua
(Sheldon Point).  These villages can be reached by
snow machine from Emmonak in the winter—by boat
in the summer.  It was Father Provinsal who was at
the side of Michael J. Kaniecki, S.J., Bishop of
Fairbanks at the time, to administer to him the Last
Rites of the Church as he lay dying, felled by a fatal
heart attack, near Emmonak’s Sacred Heart Church,
on the Feast of the Transfiguration, August 6, 2000.
Parishioners have lovingly maintained memorials to
“Bishop Mike”, one directly inside of the church and
another outside at the very spot the beloved Bishop
breathed his last.

With these thoughts in mind, it was with both
excitement and sadness that I made my trip to
Emmonak.  The plane landed at about 11am and I
was greeted by parishioner Marvin Kelly who would
drive me to the rectory.  As Marvin pointed out places
of interest throughout the village he talked proudly
of the honor of being a sponsor that evening for Felicia
Waska.

When I arrived at Sacred Heart Church, I
glanced up the road, locating the telephone pole, that
marked the location, where Bishop Mike had ended
his earthly journey—the space was adorned with
bright plastic flowers.

Upon entering the church I greeted Pat Tam,
Adult Faith Director for the Y-K Delta Region, he was
busily printing and folding bulletins.  He directed
me to the Rectory where I found Bishop Kettler and
Fr. Tom Provinsal.   Though the weather was not
terribly frigid, as it had been in Nulato weeks earlier,
it was still a bit cold.  The turkey sandwich, cheese
crackers, and coffee, which Father offered for lunch,
could not have been more delicious.  Fr. Tom
organized for Bishop Kettler a list of home bound
parishioners.  I hoped to accompany Bishop Kettler
on these visits and was given a hearty “sure!” when I
asked.  Father Tom made a call to Ambrose Shorty,
asking if he could drive us to the houses, Ambrose
confirmed his assistance with an enthusiastic, “be
right there Father!”  While we waited for Ambrose,
80-year-old parishioner Walter K. Joe –Kwimak,
stopped in for a visit.  Word travels fast in villages
and many were aware that “Bishop” was in for
Confirmation.  Some stopped in to receive a blessing,
others to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation,

Elder, Alec Bird, receives the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
from Bishop Donald Kettler.

Elder, Eugenia Yupanik, receives the Sacrament of
Holy Communion from Bishop Donald Kettler.



others just to take a gander as Bishop Kettler towers
far above the average height of the Alaskan Native.  In
many of the village churches he appears quite tall in
comparison to the sometimes low ceilings.

Bishop Kettler himself a little “under the
weather” set out with names in hand to begin his visits.
With warm winds here and there melting the packed
snow and then plummeting temperatures at night
causing the terrain to become both polished and

jagged—the paths leading to the homes had become
a little precarious.  Ambrose ambled across the ice
flows as sure-footed as a mountain goat, while
Bishop Kettler and I took cautious deliberate steps
over the unfamiliar ice.  First on our list was the home
of Perpetua Horn who was suffering from lung
cancer.  Perpetua welcomed us in and Ambrose and
I waited nearby while she and Bishop Kettler chatted.
After a moment, he took her hands and prayed with
her while he anointed her.  He then offered her Holy
Communion.  In each house we were welcomed so
warmly, just as if we had planned the visit for weeks,

Elder, Perpetua Horn, receives the Sacrament of Anointing of the
Sick and Holy Communion from Bishop Donald Kettler.

Elder, Mary Trader, receives the Sacrament of Anointing of the
Sick from Bishop Donald Kettler.

Yes, please send _____copy(ies) of Alaskana Catholica,
written by Father Louis L. Renner, S.J.
I am enclosing $80.00 for each book,

which includes shipping and handling.

Name_______________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________
City__________________________State__________________Zip____________
Email_________________________________________________
DATE__________________   2005 08 F92

3

Alaskana Catholica (“a unique gift, whether to give or to receive”) is a reference work in the format of an
encyclopedia.  It offers its readers something more than mere bare-bones reference data and Who’s Who-
s.  Moreover, some entries have a story about the given entry’s subject attached to them.   Some have a
“tapestry” woven out of a series of quotations from the mission diary of the given place attached to them.
These stories and tapestries give readers a kind of “you are there” experience, of being present at an
event of the past or at a place remote to them.   Close to 400 images illustrate Alaskana Catholica.

The book is scheduled to arrive in November 2005.



when in fact no one had been forewarned of a
personal visit by the Bishop.  The hospitality and
benevolence received in each home was most
endearing.  Ambrose shuttled us to the next house
on our list, where we were welcomed by Mary Trader.
Mary too suffered from Cancer and she was both
Anointed and received Holy Communion from
Bishop Kettler.  Our next stop was to the home of
Alec Bird.  I had visited Mr. Bird on my first visit to
Emmonak in 2002, shortly after Bishop Kettler was
ordained.  He welcomed us graciously and received

an Anointing.  We visited also Eugenia Yupanik for
both Holy Communion and Anointing.  Eugenia sat
on the edge of her bed and visited with Bishop
Kettler.  Her room held a variety of inspiring pictures
of the Blessed Mother and Jesus.  We arrived at
Deacon Bart Agathluk’s house and met daughters
Marietta, and Eugenia, and his wife Ida.  Bishop
Kettler stopped for a photo that included Deacon
Bart’s good friend Ambrose.  We were able to stop
also at Ambrose’s home and to visit with his daughter
Rosemary and her new son Andre.  At another home
we enjoyed a scrumptious snack of “Holey Bread.”
Yup’ik women make this donut like bread for
potlatches, funerals, weddings, and all types of festive
events.  It is mixed in a large bowl; shaped first into

Ambrose Kelly poses with new grandson Andre and  Bishop Donald
Kettler in Emmonak, Alaska.

Bishop Donald Kettler poses with Deacon Bart Agathluk , his
wife Ida and his daughter Marietta and friend Ambrose Kelly.

Below:  A Map of the Diocese of Fairbanks--to the left.  To the
Right:  A close up of the mouth of the Yukon.
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dough balls and then flattened with the palms.  Holes are then poked into the dough and fried in lard for a
few minutes.  I have seen it prepared in giant foil lined boxes for celebrations and I have watched it disappear
long before the other dishes.

After these visits, Bishop Kettler took a few hours before dinner and the evening’s Confirmation
festivities, to rest and to make phone calls to the Fairbanks Chancery and to his family.

Mass that evening included 12 Confirmation Candidates and 15 children prepared to receive their
first Communion.  The Church was full to capacity.  I noticed with great elation that each time an elder
entered the church—the teenagers and young adults would scramble to stand or reorganize their seating in
such a manner that always the elder was given the best seating arrangement.   This happened countless
times.  Finally it was time to begin.  Mass began triumphantly with the singing of “Lord of the Dance.”  Holy
Oils were presented by the Tucker Family.   Nick Tucker processed with the Oil of the Sick; Dorothy Tucker
with the Oil of the Catechumens and Lindsey Tucker with the Sacred Chrism.  A Sprinkling Rite followed
with Bishop Kettler using the traditional evergreen branch instead of an aspergillum to bless the people.

Following the Liturgy of the Word, the Candidates were presented to Bishop Kettler.  He prayed for
the gift of the Holy Spirit for each Candidate while he layed his hands on them in blessing.  Each were
anointed with the Holy Chrism and responded, “Amen,” to his own, “be sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit.”

After all had been Anointed, the congregation joined in singing Come Holy Ghost in both English
and Yup’ik.  Tan’gil-ria nep-air-tur-ta or Come Holy Ghost, Creator Blest, resounded joyfully throughout the
church.  The Our Father or Atamta Qiliit was also prayed in Yup’ik.

First Communicants, dressed in their finest—some wearing beautiful traditional kuspuks—
approached the altar with much reverence and received Christ.

A series of pictures followed—first with “Bishop” and with “Father” then with parents, grandparents,
sponsors, and friends.  A most joyful day complete with cake and punch for all.

Altar Servers, Rudolph W. Waska, Dwayne Bird, and Jonathan Waska, at Sacred Heart Church in Emmonak, Alaska, pose for the camera.
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Again we assure you that we never, under any circumstances,
sell, exchange, or give out the names of our benefactors.

This has been and continues to be our sacred pledge.

Special thanks to those of you who have sent
stamps!  These 37¢ first class gifts are of great

use to the Alaskan Shepherd.

As parishioners bid Bishop Donald Kettler farewell we
headed back to the Rectory to retire for the evening after a long
and fulfilling day.  The next morning, we would be departing
for yet another Confirmation in Bethel.

I made a goodnight call to my family back in Fairbanks
and then allowed the gently whistling wind, beckoning just
outside my cozy room to lull me almost instantly to sleep, secure
in the fact that the Catholic Church contained 12 more adults—
each armed most powerfully with the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

—Patty Walter

Next stop—Bethel, Alaska...

MUNYAQ(Maniaq)--
YUP’IK BREAD

This tasty bread is made by Yup’ik
women as a special treat.  They do not
sprinkle sugar on it--though it is deli-
cious that way-- it is cooked like donuts.
It is a dish “to be counted on” at most
potlatch celebrations!

INGREDIENTS:
1 tsp salt

½ cup sugar
½ cup lard (or shortening)

1 pkg of yeast
Warm water

2 cups of flour

Add flour, mix with hand to smooth
dough. Let rise overnight. Punch down.
Pat a handful of dough into a ball; flat-
ten and pinch all over with fingers.
(Usually making small holes.)

Fry in hot lard (shortening) for ten sec-
onds turning rapidly.  Remove from
pan, drain and sprinkle with sugar (if
you wish.)
Repeat process with remaining dough.

YIELD: Six Servings

Deloris Moses
Immaculate Conception Ladies

Guild
Bethel, Alaska

(circa 1961)

Deloris was the author of this recipe
that appeared in a New Orleans

Catholic Women’s cookbook pub-
lished in the late 1960’s.  Her husband
Tommy was parish administrator in

Alakanuk for many years.  Deloris has
since passed away.

Emmonak parishioners gather around Sacred Heart Church on the occasion of
its  50th Anniversary in 2003.  Photo By Father Thomas G. Provinsal, S.J.
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Left, Nora Westlock poses with Bishop Donald Kettler while she
proudly displays her Munyaq--a tasty treat at potlaches and cel-
ebrations of all kinds. Nora has been a remarkable catechism coordi-
nator for over 20 years in Emmonak.


