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Special Masses are offered throughout the year for
you and your intentions by our Missionary Priests.
Please pray that God may bless us and our work.

PRIEST FOR ALASKA, JUNE 1, 2007
FATHER ROBERT FATH

It is difficult to believe that the Diocese of Fairbanks is finally realizing the ordination of a new priest—our priest—Father
Robert Fath.  What makes the celebration all the grander, besides true need, is that Father Fath is a hometown boy.  Robert
attended West Valley High School, in Fairbanks, before continuing on to the University of Alaska Fairbanks to complete his
undergraduate degree.  After a semester at Thomas Jefferson University, in Philadelphia, Robert returned to the University of

Deacon Robert Fath kneels before Bishop Donald J. Kettler to receive a blessing in Sacred Heart
Cathedral, in Fairbanks, Alaska, on June 1, 2007, as 21 brother priests look on.
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Alaska Fairbanks,  where he completed his degree in
psychology, graduating cum laude, in 2001.  Robert enrolled
as a first-year Pre-Theology student at Mt. Angel Seminary in
St. Benedict, Oregon, in 2001.  Deacon Robert Fath graduated
in May of 2007, with his heart and his vocation directed towards
Fairbanks and his ordination to the priesthood in Sacred Heart
Cathedral—his home parish.  Years earlier, Robert celebrated
his  First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, and Confirmation inside
the very Cathedral in which he would receive the Sacrament of
Holy Orders.  On June 1, the Cathedral was packed with over
300 parishioners and friends, including 2 Bishops, 21 Priests, 2
Brothers, 12 Sisters, and 8 Deacons.  They were there to
rejoice with him, as he was ordained to the holy priesthood.

To most of us, the call to the priesthood is a mysterious
matter.  Anna Fath, Robert’s mother and parish nurse at the
Cathedral, recalls that, “Robert knew when he was 12 that
he wanted to be a priest.  He came home from school one
day, and very matter-of-factly announced to me that he
needed to be a priest.  It did not, for the most part, surprise
me.  He had always been a compassionate, respectful,
focused, and prayerful child.  But at that moment, he was
so sincere about his newly announced intention that I had
to convince him the priesthood would wait, at least for him
to put away his books and eat dinner!”

Just weeks before his ordination to the priesthood,
Robert reflected, “As I am writing this, it is a beautiful,
sunny Monday on the hilltop at Mount Angel.  The
sky is clear and off in the distance is Mount Hood.
Reflecting on my time in the seminary, in some ways,
it is hard to fathom that six years have come and
gone since the beginning of my formal discernment
for the priesthood.  I remember thinking the summer
before I left for Oregon, ‘Six years?!  That’s an
eternity!’  Now, with less than a month until ordination
I am left with the words of the first reading for my
ordination from the prophet Jeremiah swirling around
in my head: Ah, Lord God!  I know not how to speak;
I am too young. Am I really ready to leave the nest?
Am I prepared for the journey ahead?

While the mind concocts strange scenarios and
causes me to wonder whether I am truly ready, the
heart and soul are at peace. While there is certainly
nervousness about what the future will hold, there is
also a burning zeal and excitement to experience the
things to come. This is what it is all about. This is
what the last six years in the seminary have been
preparing me for. As one chapter of my life comes to
an end, an even more exciting one is about to begin.
Where will it take me? Only God knows.

When I first arrived at Mount Angel, I was not
sure what to expect. A small school run by Benedictine
monks, sitting atop a hill in the middle of the
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Willamette Valley surrounded by farms and hop fields?
I wasn’t even sure what a Benedictine was or what one
looked like until I arrived. Like most seminarians, I
arrived with my own limited understanding of the
Church; an understanding colored by my family and the
experiences of my home diocese and parish of Sacred
Heart in Fairbanks. Over the past several years, though,
that myopic view of Church has been widened through
prayer, study, and travel. I am grateful to the men and
women, both lay and religious, who have been involved
in my discernment and training. Through their
knowledge, experience and example of holiness of life
a whole new understanding of the Church, both broad
and deep, has been opened to me. I will always look
back on my time at Mount Angel, the good and the
difficult, with deep gratitude and appreciation.

I would not have made it as far as Mount Angel
and persevered in my discernment, though, without the
prayers, support, and good counsel of my family and

Bishop Donald J. Kettler lays hands on Deacon Rob-
ert Fath and Diocesan and Religious priests follow,
during the Mass of Ordination.
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friends. My parish family was so supportive over these
past six years. The priests and religious who live and
work in Fairbanks were particularly helpful in the
initial days of my discernment. I never felt pressured
by anyone to go to seminary. Instead, the people I
talked to and prayed with offered encouragement
and support regardless of where the path of
discernment took me. What continues to amaze and
humble me even more are the countless numbers of
individuals, most of whom I have never met, that
offered prayers and encouragement over the years
from all over the country. Their notes and prayers
have not only given me strength in times of doubt,
but have also shown me that this vocation that I am
entering into is not about me; it is about Christ and
his Church.

Thirty days until ordination with Jeremiah
echoing in my mind: Ah, Lord God! I know not how
to speak. I am too young. But the words of the Lord
to Jeremiah, in his doubt, sound even louder: “Say
not, ‘I am too young.’  To whomever I send you, you
will go; whatever I command you, you shall speak.
Have no fear…because I am with you.”  And Christ’s
words in the Gospel of John, the words printed on
the back of my ordination Mass card: “It was not
you who chose me, but I who chose you and

appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain.”
I look forward to the ministry ahead. I look forward to
being with and working with a community of faith back
home in Alaska. This is what seminary has been
for…and, with the help of God, I am ready.”

That readiness was apparent to all witnessing Father
Robert Fath’s ordination on June 1, 2007.  Organist Ed Husted
played Laudate, Laudate Dominum, while Lucas Clooten
directed a talented group of Fairbanks/North Pole parish choir
members, all assembled to honor hometown boy Robert Fath.
A procession of  21 priests, 12 Sisters, 2 Brothers, 8 Deacons,
1 Seminarian, 2 Acolytes, and 2 Servers preceded Bishop of
Fairbanks, Donald J. Kettler, and Bishop of Juneau, Bishop
Michael W. Warfel.  Fourth degree Knights of Columbus honor
guard led the entire procession.

Bishop Kettler greeted the congregation warmly,
thanking the gathered for joining in the witness and celebration of
Robert Fath’s ordination.  The first reading, Jeremiah 1:4-9,
echoed Robert’s own thoughts, expressed just weeks before his
ordination,  4 Now the word of the LORD came to me saying,
5 ‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before
you were born I consecrated you;  I appointed you a prophet
to the nations.’  6 Then I said, ‘Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not
know how to speak, for I am only a boy.’  7 But the LORD said
to me, ‘Do not say, “I am only a boy”; for you shall go to all
to whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I command
you.  8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver

you,  says the LORD.’ 9 Then the LORD

put out his hand and touched my
mouth; and the LORD said to me,‘Now
I have put my words in your mouth.

In the second reading, Hebrews
5:1-10, Paul’s words reminded us of the
sacredness, the history, and the
responsibility of the priesthood.  1 Every
high priest chosen from among
mortals is put in charge of things
pertaining to God on their behalf, to
offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He
is able to deal gently with the
ignorant and wayward, since he
himself is subject to weakness; 3 and
because of this, he must offer sacrifice
for his own sins as well as for those of
the people. 4 And one does not
presume to take this honor, but takes
it only when called by God, just as

Aaron was. 5 So also Christ did not glorify himself in
becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who
said to him, ‘You are my Son,   today I have begotten you’; 6
as he says also in another place, ‘You are a priest for
ever,   according to the order of Melchizedek.’ 7 In the days

Bishop Donald J. Kettler anoints Father Robert Fath’s
hands with the Oil of Chrism.  He is assisted by Deacons
David Brown and Jeff Meeuwsen.  To his right sits Bishop
Michael Warfel, Bishop of Juneau.  To Father Fath’s
left are his nephew Joey Fath and acolyte Scott Blevins.
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of his flesh, Jesus* offered up
prayers and supplications,
with loud cries and tears, to
the one who was able to save
him from death, and he was
heard because of his reverent
submission. 8 Although he was
a Son, he learned obedience
through what he suffered; 9
and having been made perfect,
he became the source of
eternal salvation for all who
obey him, 10 having been
designated by God a high
priest according to the order
of Melchizedek.

Deacon Jeff
Meeuwesen, just a week away
from his own ordination in
Oregon, proclaimed the Gospel,
John 21:15-17.   15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus
said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me
more than these?”  He said to him, “Yes, Lord, you know
that I love you.”  He said to him, “Feed my lambs.”  16 He
then said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do
you love me?”  He said to him, “Yes, Lord, you know that I
love you.”  He said to him, “Tend my sheep.”  17 He said to
him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?”
Peter was distressed that he had said to him a third time,
“Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know
everything; you know that I love you.”  (Jesus) said to him,
“Feed my sheep.  A beautiful reading for an ordination,
considering Jesus’ gentle reminder that words are just words.

Following the Gospel, Diocesan Engineer, Deacon Paul
Perreault, called forth Robert the candidate.  Diocesan Director
of Vocations, Fr. Ross Tozzi, presented Robert to Bishop
Kettler.  Bishop Kettler called for consent of the people by
praying:  “Relying on the help of the Lord God and our Savior
Jesus Christ, we choose this man, our brother, for the Order
of the Priesthood.”  All present responded their consent with,
“Thanks be to God.”

Bishop Kettler followed with a homily that thanked
Robert wholeheartedly for his commitment and answer to the
call.  He thanked all gathered to witness the Sacrament of Holy
Orders and took time to explain the ceremony.  Following the
homily, Bishop Kettler questioned Robert about his resolve to
serve as a priest and his promise of respect and obedience.
During the Litany of Supplication, Bishop Kettler invited all to
kneel while Robert prostrated himself and cantors prayed the
litany calling on those who have gone before us in faith.

Following the Litany, Bishop Don and the 21 priests
present, imposed hands on Robert, praying in silence.  Fr. Pat
Bergquist vested Robert with stole and chasuble while the choir
sang, Veni, Sancte, Spiritus,  and Bishop Don then anointed
Robert’s hands with holy Chrism, saying:  “The Lord Jesus Christ,
whom the Father anointed with the Holy Spirit and power,
guard and preserve you, that you may sanctify the Christian
people and offer sacrifice to God.”

The altar was prepared while the choir sang, Table of
Plenty.  Robert’s parents, Robert Sr. and Anna, presented the
bread and wine for Mass.  Deacon David Brown, also a week
away from his own ordination in Oregon, prepared the wine and
presented the chalice with wine and the bowl with bread to the
Bishop, who then presented them to Robert, saying, “Receive
the oblation of the holy people, to be offered to God.
Understand what you do, imitate what you celebrate, and
conform your life to the mystery of the Lord’s cross.”  Bishop
Kettler then offered to Robert the fraternal sign of peace and his
21 brother priests followed.  Bishop Kettler invited all priests to
join him in the sanctuary for the Eucharistic Prayer.  At the altar,
were Bishop Kettler, Deacon Brown, and Father Robert Fath.
The Eucharistic prayer continued and concluded with Ubi Caritas,
Lord, Who At They First Eucharist, and Let All Mortal Flesh
Keep Silence, sung by the choir.

The Mass ended with the Prayer After Communion and a
Solemn Blessing by Bishop Kettler.  When Bishop Kettler
presented our new diocesan priest, Father Robert Fath, the
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Bishop Donald J. Kettler celebrates the Liturgy of the
Eucharist during the Mass of Ordination.  Newly or-
dained Father Robert Fath concelebrates.
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“Through years of dedicated research, writing, and documentation, Father
Renner has created a succinct yet comprehensive guide detailing in total clarity
and conciseness the history of the Catholic Church in Alaska. Within this
historic documentation the reader can reference over 225 years of Catholicism
in Alaska. Father Louis L. Renner, S.J., has accomplished in Alaskana
Catholica a momentous feat—a magnum opus.”

Donald J. Kettler
Bishop of Fairbanks

“Father Renner is the foremost authority on
Catholic history in Alaska,

writing history at its purest, almost exclusively
from archival sources.”
Dr. Dorothy Jean Ray

Historian and Anthropologist

“This fascinating volume offers an intimate picture of the activities of the Catholic Church’s Alaska Mission, from
its beginning in the nineteenth century to the present. It is a fact-filled account of people and places with a

wonderful array of characters…Father Renner, with a historian’s concern for the facts and a writer’s eye for a good
story, has produced a valuable work.”

Francis Paul Prucha, S.J.,
Professor of History Emeritus ,  Marquette University

“One of the main intents of this volume,” we read in the author’s Preface, “is to keep
alive for posterity the memory of many major Catholic Alaskan figures—clerical and
lay, Native and non-Native, living and deceased—by the recording of their lives and
deeds.”

Alaskana Catholica (“a unique gift, whether to give or to receive”) is a reference
work in the format of an encyclopedia.  It offers its readers something more than mere bare-
bones reference data and Who’s Who-s.  Moreover, some entries have a story about the given
entry’s subject attached to them.   Some have a “tapestry” woven out of a series of quotations
from the mission diary of the given place attached to them.  These stories and tapestries give
readers a kind of “you are there” experience, of being present at an event of the past or at a
place remote to them.

Close to 400 images illustrate Alaskana Catholica.

Yes, please send _____copy(ies) of Alaskana Catholica, written by
Father Louis L. Renner, S.J.

I am enclosing $80.00 for each book, which includes shipping.
Name______________________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________________

City____________________________State_______Zip_________    200706 F92

ALASKANA CATHOLICA
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TO:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA/CBNA
1312 Peger Road * Fairbanks, AK *  99709-5199

Please remember the following petitions during the Novena to St. Therese:

________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Name___________________________________________________________________________

Street___________________________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________State_______________Zip_______________

To the friends and benefactors of the
Missionary Diocese of Fairbanks:

In September we begin our annual novena to the patroness of the
missions of Alaska, St. Therese, “The Little Flower.”  The Novena
will begin on September 23 and will end on the Feast of St.
Therese, October 1.  On each of these days a Mass will be offered
for our friends and for their needs and petitions.

You are invited to submit petitions to be remembered during the no-
vena.  No offering is necessary.  Any received will be used to support
our ministries here in Northern Alaska.

You are also invited to join us on the novena days (Septem-
ber 23-October 1), by praying the following prayer:

“O Lord, Who said, ‘Unless you become as little chil-
dren you shall not enter the Kingdom of Heaven,’
GRANT US, WE BESEECH YOU, to so follow in

the way of Blessed Therese in humility and simplicity that through her inter-
cession these petitions and those of all our members may be granted as part
of the shower of roses she promised to send upon this earth.

Please detach and send intention portion.  Use prayer above for the Novena.



congregation stood and clapped for what seemed like an
eternity.  Whistles of joy and a few whoops and hollers sounded
from the back.  Truly, an overwhelming feeling of pride and joy
filled the Cathedral and resounded into the streets.  God bless
Father Robert Fath!  The Choir recessed with Go Make Of
All Disciples.  Father Robert Fath returned immediately to the
sanctuary to offer “first blessings” first to his family and then to
the congregation.

The next day, Sunday, June 2, Father Robert Fath
offered this homiletic reflection:

It is hard to believe that a year has already come
and gone. Last year, the day after my ordination to
the diaconate on June 9, I stood here preaching my
first homily on the Feast of the Most Holy Trinity.
Now, just shy of a year and less than 24 hours after
my ordination to the priesthood, I stand before you
again preaching my first homily as a priest on the
same feast. Last year, the concern I had was “what
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can I possibly say to the community that raised me in the
faith” and like Jesus upon returning to his home town of
Nazareth “are they going to drive me out of town!?” The
concern this year is “Gosh, I just preached on Trinity
Sunday last year, now what am I going to say? I hope I
don’t repeat myself?!” I guess I should get used to that
feeling because I have quite a few Trinity Sundays ahead
of me.

It strikes me that my first Mass as a priest coincides
with such an important feast day of the Church. The
Trinitarian nature of our God—three persons each with a
unique role in one God—is a fundamental tenant of our
faith, yet of all the mysteries it is probably one of the most
difficult to comprehend. But from this single mystery of
our faith, the reality of who we are as a people of God
flows.

Our first reading from the book of Proverbs reminds
us that everything in the world is created by God and just
as the canvas of a great masterpiece underlies the paint
and holds it together in a certain way, the wisdom of God
underlies and supports the masterpiece of creation. Every
detail of existence is created, supported, and held together
lovingly by our Creator. This is especially true for us as
human beings who are made in the image and likeness of
God. The bond that we have with the Trinity is strengthened
by the Incarnation when God himself took on our fleshly
existence in Jesus Christ. He walked with the disciples
teaching them and helping them to understand the
connection that they had with the one who created them.
This unique bond between God and humanity was again
strengthened for all eternity when after his passion, death
and resurrection Jesus appeared to the disciples in the
upper room on that first Pentecost and breathed upon them
saying, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” Fashioned by God the
Father at the beginning of time; taught and redeemed by
Jesus the Son; and strengthened and empowered by the
Holy Spirit we truly are, in the words of the Baltimore
Catechism, children of God and heirs to the Kingdom of
Heaven.

But how is this reality lived out in our daily lives?
While true, it is too simple to say be good and avoid evil.
As a people made in the image and likeness of the Trinity
we are called to live in community through the unique
vocation that God has given to each one of us. Just as
each person of the Trinity—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—
have a unique role yet remain one God, so too do each of
us have a unique role to play in life yet remain one, united
in the Body of Christ. This unity in diversity is seen in a
beautiful way today in all of the unique vocations of the
Church present here. Gathered together in one worshiping

Father Robert Fath poses for a picture with Bishop
Donald J. Kettler and parents Robert Sr. and
Anna.
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If you notify us of change of address, it costs us nothing.
If the Post Office notifies us, it costs us 41¢.  Please help us save this cost.

And sincere thanks to those of you who occasionally send us new stamps!

community, we have single lay people, married couples, religious brothers and sisters and those of us in Holy
Orders. Each of us lives out the reality of the Trinity in a unique and special way, but it is always done in the
context of community; be it in our family, our parish or the greater community in which we live. And, regardless
of our own state in life, we are called to support and nurture all the vocations of the Church. My own vocation to
the priesthood did not come simply from the example and holiness of life of the priests and religious who I’ve
known over the years, but also through the example of my parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, teachers and
parishioners who have lived out their own vocations joyfully and faithfully as well. My vocation was only possible
because a diverse community of believers who lead by example and supported me through prayer nurtured it.

We all have an affinity for the vocation that God has called us to and because of that, we can have a
tendency to be more supportive of one vocation over another; it’s only natural because it’s what we know
experientially. But just as the three persons of the Trinity are co-equal in dignity so too are the various vocations
of the Church. For even one vocation—single life, married life, religious life, or Holy Orders—to be missing
would profoundly diminish the beauty of the Church and its expression of the Trinity. So I urge all of us, as we
continue with our celebration and then go forth into the
community, to meditate on the reality of our God, three
persons in one, and pray for and encourage ALL the vocations
of the Church be it priesthood, religious life, marriage, or the
lay single state because it is only through the uniqueness and
unity of all the these vocations that we as children of God
truly live in the image and likeness of He who created us.

At the end of his first Mass, Father Robert presented his
mother, Anna, with his Christening hat, which he used the evening
before to dry his Chrism soaked hands.  To his father, Robert Sr., he
presented his First Reconciliation stole.  Father Robert explained
that it was customary that this same hat be buried with Anna  and the
stole buried with Robert Sr., so that upon entry into heaven they
could present it to St. Peter as proof they had given a son to God.

And so, Father Robert is ours now and we are grateful beyond
words.  Shortly after his ordination, Father Robert traveled to Oregon
to witness his friends and fellow seminarians Deacon David Brown
and Deacon Jeff Meeuwsen become Diocesan priests.  When asked
for a reflection regarding his feelings upon returning to the Cathedral
as Associate Pastor, he answered by email, “I’m so excited about
the fact that I will be serving the community that raised me in
the faith.  I can’t wait to be a part of that community again.”

Father Robert is priest number 20 in a diocese serving 409,
849 square miles and 46 parishes.  Only eight of these are financially
self-sustaining.  Many of our priests serve three parishes with great
distances and obstacles among them.  Our priests are magnificent
gifts.  It is our greatest prayer and most fervent wish that vocations to
the priesthood increase.  That more priests—like Father Robert
Fath—will bless our diocese.

in
----Patty Walter
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Father Robert Fath celebrated his first Mass in
Sacred Heart Cathedral, Fairbanks, Alaska, on
June 2, 2007.
                 Photo by Sr. Dorothy Giloley, S.S.J.


