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Special Masses are offered throughout the year for
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Please pray that God may bless us and our work.
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Father Edmund
Anable, S.J., Alaskan
Shepherd Editor from 1960-
1980, said it best in the

January-February 1969 issue.  In that issue Fr. Anable described
in great detail the coming of missionaries to Alaska; in particular
how the Sisters—“unsung heroines”—he called them--came to
occupy, live, teach, and work in the rough and unforgiving
environment that, especially at that time, was barely suitable for
the toughest and most rugged of men.

Archbishop of Vancouver Island, Charles John Seghers,
petitioned the Holy Father for permission to resign his high office,
so that he might take over the fearsome responsibility of bringing
a knowledge of Christ and His Blessed Mother to the Native
tribes of Alaska.

He asked the Jesuit Fathers to accompany him, and,
with the wisdom of the saints, he had spoken to the Sisters of St.
Ann, in Vancouver. He spoke with them of his vision of bringing
Christ to these frozen lands and he asked if they would be willing
to share that dream.  Here is the account as told by Fr. Anable in
The Alaskan Shepherd:

The Archbishop knew what the North was like.
More than fifteen years before gold had made
the name of Chilkoot Pass synonymous with
suffering and death, the Archbishop had made
the whole fearsome journey from tidewater, at
Skagway, over the Chilkoot Pass, down Lakes
Bennett and LaBarge and Lindemann, through
the terrible waters of the Whitehorse Rapids, and
then down the twenty three hundred miles of the
Yukon River to the shores of the Bering Sea.  And
in speaking to the Sisters, the Archbishop had
pulled no punches.  He had told them what they
could expect; the piercing cold, the complete
isolation.  He had told them of the complete lack
of any creature comforts, of the wretched and
monotonous diet of dried fish and of bear for
their food.  He had told them of a poverty which
they had never known to exist.  He had invited
them to share all this, knowing what they were
doing, and he promised them as their only
reward, that, as they sickened and died, their

bodies would be laid to rest (as his unfortunately,
was), in a little cemetery on the shores of the
river, unknown but to God.

And so they came, the Sisters of St. Ann, and the Jesuit
Fathers, and with them Catholicism, to the thousands of square
miles of the great Yukon Delta and the Bering Sea.  They came
to serve as cooks, laundresses, teachers, nurses, guides,
catechists, gardeners, seamstresses, and in the most desolate
cases, as parents to orphans left in the wake of influenza epidemics
and tuberculosis.  They saw the invitation as a most complete
way to serve God and mankind and they welcomed the
opportunity to live their religious life to the fullest.  Most
importantly, these first Sisters and Priests helped to “clear the
trail” for our modern day Missionary men and women in Alaska.
At one time, the Sisters serving in the Diocese of Fairbanks
were numerous.  Today, we are fortunate to have fifteen Sisters
serving in the most Northern areas of Alaska.

THE URSULINE SISTERS
Sister Maria Clarys, O.S.U.

Sister Monique Vaernewyck, O.S.U.
Currently Serving:  Fairbanks, Alaska

The first members of the Order of St. Ursula set foot in
Alaska, at Akulurak, on September 4, 1905, to staff St. Mary’s
mission-orphanage.  They were sent by Rev. Mother Mary
Amadeus Dunne, Provincial Superior of the Northern Province
of the United States, in response to a request for Ursuline Sisters
made by Father Joseph R. Crimont, S.J., Prefect Apostolic of
Alaska at the time.  Under the care of the Ursuline Sisters,

“The big priest,” as he
was called by the Eskimos
of western Alaska, Bishop
Walter James Fitzgerald,
S.J., poses  in Nulato,
Alaska, with the Sisters
of St. Ann in the 1930’s.
The Sisters of St. Ann were
the first  Sisters to set foot
in Alaska, in 1886.  Photo
courtesy of CBNA ar-
chives.

On the occasion of the commemoration of 100 years of Ursuline
service in Alaska in 2005, Sisters Monique Vaernewyck, O.S.U.,
and Maria Clarys, O.S.U., pose for a photo with Bishop Donald J.
Kettler.                                           Photo by Patty Walter



working in conjunction with Jesuit priests and Brothers, the
boarding school, an institution of basic education and practical
training, flourished for close to 50 years.  On August 3, 1951,
the whole Akulurak mission was relocated to the banks of the
Andreafsky River as the “New St. Mary’s.”  During the 46
years of its existence at Akulurak, St. Mary’s was staffed by
20 different Ursuline Sisters.  During the 36 years of its
existence as a boarding school from 1951-1987, 30 Ursuline
Sisters served the mission.  The second Ursuline mission in
Alaska was established at St. Michael, on September 26, 1908.
For ten years, until it burned to the ground on December 9,
1918, it served the Ursulines as a base for teaching and for
ministering to the sick.  In October 1917, the Pilgrim Hot Springs
ranch on the Pilgrim River, some 60 miles north of Nome,
became the property of the Nome parish.  Intentions were to
convert it into a mission center with a boarding school and
orphanage.  Little did anyone at the time realize that just one

 year later, there would be, owing to the great influenza epidemic
of 1918, orphans in abundance.  During the 22 years that Pilgrim
Hot Springs Mission was open, about 20 different Ursulines
came and went.  In 1940, it was the Ursuline Sisters that were
asked to assist with the training of the Sisters of Our Lady of
the Snows, a Native Sisterhood, in Hooper Bay, founded by
Father John P. Fox, S.J., in 1932.  Ursulines remained in Hooper
Bay until 1945.  From 1971 to 1976, Ursuline Sister Sally Ann
Nash served in Delta Junction and Tok.  In 1973, making  Holy
Cross her headquarters, she served in 14 different coastal
villages.  From November 1973 to June 1976, she resided at
Toksook Bay, and served the Nelson Island area villages.

On August 5, 1968, Sister Maria Clarys arrived at St.
Mary’s Mission.  She was followed a year later by Sister
Monique Vaernewyck, who arrived on May 3, 1969.  Both

came from Belgium and both taught in the mission grade and
high schools until 1983.  That year they left St. Mary’s to take
on a new ministry in Tanana, “a ministry of presence”—but a
ministry of much more.  Soon after their arrival in September,
each was accepted by the Tanana people as one of them.  In
the course of their 13 years in Tanana, the Sisters were also at
times appointed as pastoral and parish administrators.  They
held adult Religion classes.  Given their artistic talents, they
had an organized sewing and crafts club that met one evening
weekly.  Every day of the week, they taught C.C.D. classes
for all ages.  They showed parishioners how to instruct their
children in the Faith, to become readers and Eucharistic
ministers, and to lead Communion Services.  They started a
parish council and they instructed the parents of children who
were to receive the Sacraments of Baptism, First Communion,
Confirmation, and Reconciliation.  They prepared adults for
marriage.  All the while, they were maintaining the buildings
and grounds, and raising money to help cover parish expenses.
     On June 30, 1996, Sisters Maria and Monique moved from
Tanana to Fairbanks. After a sabbatical leave of a year, the
Sisters, beginning in October 1997, undertook ministry in
Fairbanks, mainly to Alaskan Native people and to the
incarcerated.  They are still currently at these ministries.

THE LITTLE SISTERS OF JESUS
Little Sister Alice Ann of Jesus
Little Sister Damiene of Jesus
Little Sister Nirmala of Jesus

Currently Serving:  Nome, Alaska

Under date of August 8, 1952, Father Cornelius K.
Murphy, S.J., wrote in the Nome house diary:  “A French priest
and two French Sisters of the Congregation of the Little
Brothers [sic] of Jesus arrived in Nome to look over the
prospects of beginning a convent here.”  The French priest
was Father Voillaume, the founder of the Congregation of the
Little Brothers of Jesus.  The two Sisters were Little Sister
Magdeleine and Little Sister Jeanne.  They belonged to the
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Sisters Maria Clarys and Monique Vaernewyck--both from
Belgium--arrived at St. Mary’s Mission in 1968 and 1969
respectively.  They are two of only four remaining Ursuline
Sisters still serving in Alaska as of 2007.
                                         P hoto courtesy of he Ursuline Sisters.

Little Sisters of Jesus Damiene, Alice Ann, and Nirmala pose
together before old railroad remnants rusting near the
community of Solomon east of Nome, Alaska.

Photo courtesy of Little Sister Alice Ann.



Congregation of the Little Sisters of Jesus of Brother Charles of
Jesus, a group founded in 1939 at Touggourt in the Sahara in
Algeria.  On August 25th, Father Murphy wrote:  “Little Sister
Yvonne Marie of Jesus, Little Sister Georgette and Little
Sister Andrée Binit arrive in Nome from Fairbanks to take
up residence in Nome.”  According to historical records, it is
Little Sisters Georgette and Yvonne Marie who should be
recognized as the first members of the Nome Fraternity, as Andrée
Binit left Nome the following January to finish her novitiate.

Under date of April 9, 1954, Father Thomas P.
Cunningham, S.J., wrote in the Little Diomede Island house diary:
“Two Sisters of the Petites Soeurs de Jésus came over for a
few days visit with hopes of being here permanently.  At their
own insistence, they are living in an Eskimo house in the
village and are doing very well.  They adapted themselves
immediately to Eskimo life and all the people are fond of
them and help them.”  On the 15th, in a letter to Father James
U. Conwell, S.J., he wrote:  “The nuns are here, two of them.
On their arrival, I offered them my house which they
naturally refused, so I rigged up an Eskimo house in the
village, complete with seal-oil lamp, skylight, and I even
contemplated training a couple of dogs to lie in the tunnel
entrance.  The nuns have made a great hit with the people
and mixed in with Eskimo life very well.  They are seriously
thinking of making a permanent home here, and I have begun
negotiations for a large Eskimo-type house with partitions
spacing off chapel-dormitory.  The more I see of these nuns,
the more I am in favor of them.”

After the winter of 1993-94, the Little Sisters ended their
year-round presence on Little Diomede Island, but their ministry
did not stop there.  They continued to spend a few months on
the island whenever possible.  As of the year 2004, that was still
their practice.   The Little Sisters, especially Little Sister Damiene
Josephe, who spent 12 years on the island, continued to stay in
touch with Little Diomede people visiting or moving to Nome.

Sister Alice Ann has been, for four years now, in Nome.
Retired from paid employment, she volunteers at the local
museum two afternoons a week.  In the spring and summer, she
volunteers for the Department of Fish and Game doing bird
surveys.  And she does quite a bit of “birding” on her own and
with friends.  She is very involved with St. Joseph Parish in
Nome.

Sister Damiene is the veteran in Nome.  She has been
there for eleven years.  She is also retired from paid employment.
She maintains contact, either by phone or by visits, with the people
of Diomede Island where she had lived for many years.  She is
well acquainted with the Elder Native people of Nome and
participates in some of their activities.  She is a Eucharistic
minister who frequently brings communion to those people
hospitalized and prays with those dealing with severe illness.

Sister Nirmala has been in Nome for almost three years.
She works for the State of Alaska in a Juvenile Youth Facility,
quite literally as the doorkeeper.  She also does the ticketing for
the constant travel that staff and youth offenders have to make
for court appearances, etc.  She is an ardent berry picker and a
regular of the “water aerobics” crowd at the local pool.

SISTERS OF CHARITY
Sister Patricia Mayer, S.C.

Currently Serving:  Fairbanks, Alaska
The history of the Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth,

who are sometimes referred to as the “New Jersey Sisters of
Charity” or the “Convent Station Sisters of Charity,” is especially
interwoven with the founding and development of the Catholic
Church in New Jersey, just as Mother Seton’s story is interwoven
with the early history of our nation and of the Catholic Church in
the United States. Under the authority of the first American
bishop, John Carroll, Bishop of Baltimore, Mother Seton founded
the American Sisters of Charity in 1809 in Emmitsburg, Maryland.

In 1983, the first Sister of Charity, Patricia, “Sister Pat,”
Mayer, began her ministry of teaching in Alaska. She had entered
the Sisters of Charity  on March 25, 1948.  In 1962, she graduated
from the College of Saint Elizabeth in New Jersey with a Major
in Social Studies and a Minor in English.  When her parents died
in 1979, she came to Fairbanks to visit her only living sister.  In
Fairbanks, she met Donna Gavora and June Ulz, who were
members of the school board.  They talked with her about coming
to teach at the school.  In 1981, Sister Eileen Brown,
superintendent of the Catholic Schools asked Sister Pat to come
for a visit.  Sister Pat remembers, “We had a two-hour lunch
talking about why I should consider coming to Fairbanks
to teach.  This was to be a very big step for me to consider.
Since I have great devotion to St. Therese of Lisieux, I recited
the Rose Novena prayers for the year.  And yes, she is true
to her word about sending roses—I received plenty.  Roses
on cards, real roses, etc.  I knew I had received my answer.
So here I am.  I arrived in July of 1983 and began my
teaching career here in Alaska beginning in August 1983

with a seventh grade
homeroom at
I m m a c u l a t e
Conception school
and taught various
subjects, not just
Religion or English as
we are now doing.  I
was then moved to an
eighth grade
homeroom in 1991.
Around 1992, the
junior high classes
were moved into the
high school area and
we became part of
Monroe Catholic Jr/Sr
High School.  I had the
eighth grade before I
came to Alaska but the
only opening at the
time was a seventh
grade homeroom—
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Sister Patricia Mayer, S.C., has been
teaching in the Catholic Schools of
Fairbanks for over 24 years.

Photo Courtesy of Sister
Patricia Mayer, S.C.



“Through years of dedicated research, writing, and documentation, Father
Renner has created a succinct yet comprehensive guide detailing in total clarity
and conciseness the history of the Catholic Church in Alaska. Within this
historic documentation the reader can reference over 225 years of Catholicism
in Alaska. Father Louis L. Renner, S.J., has accomplished in Alaskana
Catholica a momentous feat—a magnum opus.”

Donald J. Kettler
Bishop of Fairbanks

“Father Renner is the foremost authority on
Catholic history in Alaska,

writing history at its purest, almost exclusively
from archival sources.”
Dr. Dorothy Jean Ray

Historian and Anthropologist

“This fascinating volume offers an intimate picture of the activities of the Catholic Church’s Alaska Mission, from
its beginning in the nineteenth century to the present. It is a fact-filled account of people and places with a

wonderful array of characters…Father Renner, with a historian’s concern for the facts and a writer’s eye for a good
story, has produced a valuable work.”

Francis Paul Prucha, S.J.,
Professor of History Emeritus ,  Marquette University

“One of the main intents of this volume,” we read in the author’s Preface, “is to keep
alive for posterity the memory of many major Catholic Alaskan figures—clerical and
lay, Native and non-Native, living and deceased—by the recording of their lives and
deeds.”

Alaskana Catholica (“a unique gift, whether to give or to receive”) is a reference
work in the format of an encyclopedia.  It offers its readers something more than mere bare-
bones reference data and Who’s Who-s.  Moreover, some entries have a story about the given
entry’s subject attached to them.   Some have a “tapestry” woven out of a series of quotations
from the mission diary of the given place attached to them.  These stories and tapestries give
readers a kind of “you are there” experience, of being present at an event of the past or at a
place remote to them.

Close to 400 images illustrate Alaskana Catholica.

Yes, please send _____copy(ies) of Alaskana Catholica, written by
Father Louis L. Renner, S.J.

I am enclosing $80.00 for each book, which includes shipping.
Name______________________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________________

City____________________________State_______Zip_________    200707 F92

ALASKANA CATHOLICA
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CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA
ALASKAN SHEPHERD  1312 PEGER ROAD  FAIRBANKS, ALASKA  99709-5199

Dear Friends of the Missionary Diocese of Fairbanks:

Sixty-one years ago, in September 1946, under the supervision of Father Edmund
Anable, S.J., and the Sisters of Providence, fifty-five 1st-4th grade students began classes
in the basement of Fairbanks’ historic Immaculate Conception Church.  In 1951, six
construction camp buildings and the old army officers club were moved to a site on
Noyes Slough.  These buildings, arranged under a single roof, became the home of
Immaculate Conception School and of 115 elementary students.  In 1955, the first 9th
grade class met at Immaculate Conception Church.  In 1956, a $400,000 high school,
named after Father Francis Monroe, S.J., founder of the first Catholic Parish in
Fairbanks, was completed and opened.  On May 29, 1959, Alaska was
celebrating its first year of statehood, as Fairbanks’ Monroe Catholic High School
graduated its first senior class, a class of six.  By 1978, enough funding had been
secured for construction of a two-story elementary school.  In 1980, the first
parent-funded kindergarten was held.  Today, there are 450 students reaping
the benefits of a Catholic education in Fairbanks.

Immaculate Conception School and Monroe High School comprise the only K-12 Catholic school system in Alaska.
Situated in Fairbanks, just 100 miles south of the Arctic Circle, these schools educate students from a wide variety of backgrounds.
Some live within walking distance, others travel 25 miles by bus or car, and still others have left their home villages and towns
to board in Fairbanks to attend a Catholic school.  The Catholic Schools of Fairbanks provide an educational environment that
is rooted in faith, rich in academic excellence, strengthened by service and nurtured by community.

Until the 1980’s, ICS and Monroe employed a large number of Religious, both men and women, and members of the
Jesuit Volunteer Corps.  In the last 20 years, the JVC has turned its resources to other areas and there has been a significant
decline in the number of Religious.  The Religious and the volunteers donated a tremendous amount of time and energy at a very
low cost.  The increases in educational costs have gone largely to paying teachers and staff.

That is why we find ourselves knocking at your door.  Contributing to the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks will ensure
that the schools will be able to pay for textbooks, computer supplies, salaries, maintenance costs, and other costs associated
with running a school.  Additionally, your donation will help keep tuitions at affordable levels so that more families will be able
to have the choice in the education of their children.  Finally, you will be part of a tradition of giving--dating back to 1946, when
the schools opened in the basement of Immaculate Conception Church.

With all sincere, grateful, best wishes,

Donald J. Kettler,
Bishop of Fairbanks

TO:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA
1312 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska  99709  DATE_________________   200707  F12

Dear Bishop Kettler:
Enclosed is my special donation of $_________to the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks Annual Fund, a fund intended
exclusively to help alleviate operational costs at the school.
NAME__________________________________ADDRESS___________________________________________

CITY________________________________________STATE________________ZIP_______________________
Please make checks payable to: CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA/CBNA

“Our Catholic schools can be a primary tool for
evangelization and catechesis.  My goal is to see
that this in fact happens here in Fairbanks.”

—Bishop Donald Kettler
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which was OK with me.”
Sister Pat, as she is known to staff and students, belongs

to many professional organizations, including NCEA, National
Catholic Education Association.  For the past three years, she
has been on the Monroe Board of Directors and the School Board.
Just one of her notable achievements, while teaching in the school,
occurred in 1995 with the destruction that Hurricane Marilyn
brought.  Sister Pat pulled together an organization within
Fairbanks and the school called “Children Helping Children.”
Parents, teachers, and local businesses came together to send
care packages to the Sisters of Charity Mission in the Virgin
Islands.  Even Delta Airlines gave special rates to send the
packages.  As of the year 2007, Sister Pat continues to teach
Religion and English in the Catholic Schools.

SISTERS OF THE HOLY NAMES OF JESUS & MARY
Sister Marilyn Marx, S.N.J.M.

Currently Serving:  Galena, Alaska
The first documented Sisters of the Holy Names in

Alaska came with arrival of Sister Eileen Brown, Director of
Catholic Schools, and Sister Margaret Pillette, Director of
Religious Education in 1979.

Sister Marilyn Marx, S.N.J.M.,  entered the Sisters of
the Holy Names at the age of 19, in Schenectady New York.
She celebrated her Jubilee, 50 years, in 2005.  The former
diocesan Chancellor recalls the moment she was asked to be
Chancellor of the Diocese of Fairbanks.  In 1991, she arrived
ready to work in the bush, as was her dream.  Instead, she was
needed in the Finance Office,where she worked for just a year
as Administrative Assistant.  “One Friday evening in May, as
I was leaving work, Bishop Kaniecki asked if he could talk
with me.  I remember it clearly, because he joked, ‘Sister, I
have something to ask you that is going to ruin your whole
weekend.’  I understood immediately when he asked me to
be the Chancellor.”  Sister’s weekend was not ruined, though
the decision did distract her.  That Monday she accepted.
Referring to Sister Marilyn, Father Louis L. Renner, S.J., wrote:
“At the time of Bishop Kaniecki’s sudden death, on August
6, 2000, she, as Chancellor of the diocese, showed herself
to be an exceptionally competent administrator and a very
warmhearted, reassuring presence.”

Sister Marilyn writes of her time and ministry in Alaska,
“The summer of 1991, I found myself leaving Albany, NY,
and packing for Fairbanks, Alaska, where I would work
for the Missionary Diocese of Fairbanks in the Chancery
that coming year.  My original dream had been to minister
in the bush, so, after spending eleven years at the Chancery,
I was fortunate enough to be assigned to an Athabaskan
bush village with Sister Marita Soucy, C.S.J., where we
opened the Kateri Tekakwitha Center, located here in
Galena.  It was quite a transition from city life to bush Alaska,
but it was a dream that was finally realized.

“The Kateri Tekakwitha Center’s purpose is to
prepare lay people for church ministry in the eight
Athabaskan Indian villages of Galena, Huslia, Kaltag,
Koyukuk, McGrath, Nulato, Ruby and Tanana.  The ministry

is challenging but very rewarding as progress is noted in all
of the villages.

This year we have three of our eight villages with
new Parish Administrators.  Formerly, these positions were
held by Religious.   My focus has been on training and
support for these new Parish Administrators visiting each
village at least once and preferably twice a quarter.  The
Center here in Galena hosted a fall retreat given by Fr. Ted
Kestler, S.J., in the spring.  Three Ministers’ Meetings were
also held at the Center during the year.

“During the time I have spent serving the village
parishioners and residents, I have found that I have received
much more than I have given.  The Catholic Church in each
village is very important to the people.  They are willing to
give their time and talent to maintain the Catholic faith in
their village.  Their enthusiasm is contagious—and that
makes the ministry very rewarding.”

Read more about the Missionary Sisters in Northern Alaska
in the October Alaskan Shepherd, including:

The Sisters of St. Francis
Sister Kathy M. Radich, O.S.F.
Sister Ellen Callaghan, O.S.F.

Sister Rose Monica Katusz, O.S.F.
Currently Serving:  St. Marys, Alaska and surrounding villages.

Sister Marian Leaf, O.S.F.
Currently Serving:  Aniak, Alaska and surrounding villages.

The Sisters of St. Joseph
Sister Marita Soucy, C.S.J.

Sister Michele Kaelin, C.S.J.
Currently Serving:  Fairbanks, Alaska

Sister Dorothy Giloley, S.S.J.
Currently Serving:  Fairbanks, Alaska and Diocesan Villages

Sister Maggie Butler, S.S.J.
Currently Serving:  Tok, Alaska
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Sister Marilyn Marx, S.N.J.M., discusses the Ceremony of
Dedication with Bishop Donald J. Kettler at the new Kateri
Tekakwitha Center, on August 31, 2003.  Photo by Patty Walter.



Sincere thanks to those of you who
occasionally send us new stamps!

1886
In Juneau, three Sisters of St. Ann open a hospital in September and a
school in November.  Archbishop Seghers is shot to death at Bishop
Rock near Nulato on November 28.

1888
Father Tosi builds the first church at Nulato.  Father Robaut founds
Holy Cross Mission.  Three Sisters of St. Ann arrive at Holy Cross on
September 4.

1894
Alaska becomes a Prefecture Apostolic, in July, with Father Tosi as its
first Prefect Apostolic.  St. Joseph’s boarding school, staffed by four
Sisters of St. Ann, opens at Akulurak.

1897
Father René replaces Father Tosi as Prefect Apostolic.  The Sisters of St.
Ann build a hospital in Douglas.

1899
In Eagle, Father Francis Monroe, S.J., establishes St. Francis Xavier’s
mission.  Father René visits Nome, the first priest to do so, in August.
Three Sisters of St. Ann open a day school at Nulato on November 2.

1902
The Sisters of Providence arrive in Nome to staff Holy Cross Hospital
on June 19.

1905
Three Ursuline Sisters arrive at Akulurak to staff St. Mary’s Mission
boarding school.  St. Francis Xavier’s parish in Valdez is established.
Holy Angels Mission for the Eskimos opens in Nome.

1908
St. Francis Xavier’s Church is built in Valdez, St. Joseph’s Church in
Cordova, and a new St. Rose of Lima Church in Wrangell replaces the
1879 building.  At Kokrines, the Episcopal church is bought and
converted into a Catholic church by Father Julius Jetté, S.J.  The Ursuline
Sisters establish a mission, “St. Ursula’s-by-the-Sea,” at St. Michael.
Father Joseph Chapdelaine, S.J., establishes St. Bernard’s mission at
Stebbins in October.

1909
Seven Sisters of St. Benedict temporarily staff St. Joseph’s Hospital in
Fairbanks.

1910
Father Edward Brown, S.J., builds a new Nativity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Church in Juneau, and Father Matthias Schmitt, S.J., builds the
first Sacred Heart Church in Seward.  The Sisters of Providence begin to
staff St. Joseph’s Hospital, Fairbanks, in October.

1916
The Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace-Newark open “Seward General
Hospital” on January 25.  Holy Family parish is established in Anchorage.
Father Hubert Post, S.J., visits the village on Little Diomede Island, and
builds a chapel at Teller.  Father Lafortune, on the Bear, visits King
Island for the first time.  Alaska becomes a Vicariate Apostolic on
December 22.

1918
The first ordination of a Catholic priest in Alaska takes place in Juneau,
when G. Edgar Gallant is ordained by Bishop Crimont on March 30.  The
Pilgrim Hot Springs property is transformed into Our Lady of Lourdes
Mission.  St. Joseph’s Grade School and Holy Cross Hospital in Nome

close, and the Sisters of Providence leave Nome.  Father Monroe
builds Nenana’s first Catholic church.  “St.-Ursula’s-by-the-Sea”
convent at St. Michael burns on December 9.

1920
Chapels are built at Haines and Galena.  Sisters of St. Ann leave Douglas.

1923
In Ketchikan, on February 22, Bishop Crimont blesses Little Flower
Hospital, and the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace-Newark take charge of
it.  Father Frederick Ruppert, S.J., freezes to death near Pilgrim Hot
Springs on December 15.

1925
St. Therese of Lisieux is declared patroness of the Alaska Mission by
Bishop Crimont.  Fire destroys the house of the Ursuline Sisters and
girls at Akulurak on June 12.

1926
In Douglas, Our Lady of the Mines Church burns.  Father Philip Delon,
S.J., builds a church at Upper Kalskag.  At Paimiut, a mission is built.
At Akulurak, the Ursuline Sisters and girls move into their new quarters
on December 9.

1932
On Little Diomede Island, St. Jude’s Mission is founded by Father
Lafortune.  Blessed Sacrament Chapel is built at Scammon Bay by
Father John Fox, S.J. The Kashunuk mission is moved to Old Chevak.
At Hooper Bay, the Sisters of Our Lady of the Snows are founded on
August 5.  Classes begin at Pius X Mission School on October 18.

1944
In Kodiak, St. Mary’s parish is established and Griffin Memorial Hospital
is taken over by the Grey Nuns of the Sacred Heart in November.

1945
In Nome, by bringing together two military surplus buildings, Father
Anable constructs the second St. Joseph’s Church, opened on Easter
Sunday 1946.  Bishop Crimont dies in Juneau on May 20; Bishop
Fitzgerald automatically succeeds him as Vicar Apostolic of Alaska.
At Marshall, the new chapel of the Mother of God is blessed by Bishop
Fitzgerald.  The Sisters of Our Lady of the Snows disband.  Crimont
Hall in Skagway burns on November 16.

1952
The Little Sisters of Jesus establish a Fraternity in Nome.

1953
 A log church, dedicated to Our Lady of the Angels, is built in Kenai.
At Emmonak, a new Sacred Heart Church is built.  In Nenana, the burnt
church is replaced, on the same foundation, with a new one.  At Holy
Cross Mission, high school classes are taught for the first time on the
Yukon River, by Sister of St. Ann,  Anne Rita., and William Loyens, S.J.,
in the fall.

1954
The Little Sisters of Jesus establish a Fraternity on Little Diomede
Island.  Bishop Gleeson visits Little Diomede Island, the first Major
Superior to do so, on May 2.

1958
The Little Sisters of Jesus build a house on Little Diomede Island.

1959
Alaska becomes the 49th state of the union on January 3.
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