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Some give by going to the Missions                 Some go by giving to the Missions            Without both there are no Missions

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA
1312 PEGER ROAD FAIRBANKS, ALASKA  99709

Phone: 907-374-9532         http: //www.cbna.info

Special Masses are offered throughout the year for
you and your intentions by our Missionary Priests.
Please pray that God may bless us and our work.

BISHOP DONALD J. KETTLER
FIVE YEARS AN ALASKAN SHEPHERD

         Dear Friends,
In August, I celebrated my 5th anniversary as Bishop of the Diocese of Fairbanks.  Those five years have passed as quickly

as our Alaskan summers pass.  We have weathered some difficult times, and we have experienced many joyous celebrations.
Thanks to you, our wonderful benefactors, and to the labors of our Missionaries, we have been greatly blessed.  We hope, and trust,
you will continue to favor us generously with your financial and prayerful support.  We recognize all too well that, without the help
of Our Lord, all our efforts in His service would be in vain.  And we trust you recognize that, without your financial support, much
of our work in His vineyard would simply not be possible.  We are sure you know the validity of our saying:  “Some give by going
to the missions.  Some go by giving to the missions.  Without both, there would be no missions.”

The Diocese of Fairbanks, the only diocese in the United States to retain full missionary status, is extremely large, 409,849
square miles, to be exact.  While its population is not that great, 17,500 Catholics amid a total population of about 160,000, the
distances we have to cover are mind-boggling.  On the average, I have one priest for about every 16,000 square miles, and,
generally, he is responsible for two to three small villages.  We serve the Eskimo people on the coast, and the Indian people in the
Interior, with Fairbanks itself being a truly multi-cultural city.

This letter gives me an opportunity to inform you of how we distribute your donations and to provide you with a pictorial
summary of my past five years in God’s Northern vineyard.  The majority of your donations are allocated to operational expenses
and are used to cover expenses incurred by our various bush missions. Additionally, annuities, wills, bequests, stock gifts and life
insurance policies are just some of the special ways you can help us meet the call to serve the people living and ministering here in
Northern Alaska.  Thanks to such generous benefactors as you, over the past 18 years, we have been able to build our Annuity and
Endowment Fund to $16,387,654.83.  During these same years, the earnings have helped us operate and maintain our diocesan and
mission programs.  For almost 50 years now, generous folks such as you have donated to our work through the Alaskan Shepherd,
and we are so, so grateful.

Please take a moment and look over the ways of giving enclosed with this letter.  In an effort to give you some alternatives
to your past practice of gift-giving, we have prepared this list of diverse opportunities to support our services.   It is simply our
attempt at potentially simplifying the way your donations may be gifted to the Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska (legal corporate
name.)  If there are any options, which interest you, or if you have any questions, please drop us a line
and we will be happy to have a member of our staff contact you to answer your questions.

I am mindful of the many obligations you already have, and that is why I make this request for
your assistance with much humility and great gratitude.

Again, I thank you from my heart for all your past support.  I look forward to continuing this
relationship with you for many years to come.  May all your days be filled with all the blessings you so
richly deserve.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Donald J. Kettler
Bishop of Fairbanks
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2002
Five years ago, on August 22, 2002, on the feast of the
Coronation of Mary Queen of Heaven, I received my
miter, staff, ring, and my new assignment--to Shepherd
the Diocese of Fairbanks, Alaska.

Knowing that I could not shepherd where I had not
been, I immediately took flight on an eight-day trip to
nine different villages, covering 1800 miles.  Here,
Father Richard Case, S.J., and I stop in Galena,
Alaska, for a quick rest and refuel before continuing
on to Bethel, Alaska.

In Emmonak, a Yup’ik Eskimo village of about 800, I
was asked to join in dancing and drumming.  This
particular dance portrays an Eskimo’s movements
while hunting for geese.  During this first year as
Bishop of the 409,849 square mile Diocese of
Fairbanks, I was able to visit most of our 46 parishes.
Only 9 can be reached by car.

The dedication of St. Bernard’s Church in Stebbins--a
Central Yup’ik Eskimo village on Norton Sound--was
my first church dedication as Bishop, on November 6,
2002.  The old church, after standing for nearly 50 years,
was replaced by the new St. Bernard’s.  The new church
is an outstanding tribute to the generosity of more than
40 skilled volunteers and our loyal contributors.  The
building is enclosed to resist the 133 mph winds and
occasional floodwaters.
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2003
On August 31, 2003, I had the great honor of
dedicating our Kateri Tekakwitha Center in
Galena.  The Center is the first of its kind along
the upper Yukon River.  It benefits the villages
of Galena, Huslia, Kaltag, Koyukuk, McGrath,
Nulato, Ruby, and Tanana.  In this photo I am
leading a traditional Native American Prayer
of the Directions and asking Blessed Kateri
Tekakwitha to be our guide and protector.  Since
then, the Center has been a blessed place for
people to come and give witness to our faith in
Christ.  Here youth and adults continue to learn
about their Catholic faith and participate in
parish ministry opportunities.

When visiting bush/village parishes, my general
duties range from hearing Confessions, to
Anointing the sick, celebrating Baptisms,
Marriages, and seeing to the well-being of
Missionaries and Parishioners alike.  In the
spring, I make a lengthy journey to distant
villages and towns to confer and celebrate
Confirmations.  Often, First Communions are
celebrated along with them.  In 2003, after the
diocese had been without a bishop for over two
years, I celebrated, joyfully, many Confirmations
and First Communions.

Besides attending the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops meetings,  I am also involved with
the Alaska Conference of Catholic Bishops.  The
Conference is an exercise in the collaboration of the
ministries of the three bishops of Alaska, Michael W.
Warfel, Juneau, myself, and Archbishop Roger L.
Schwietz, O.M.I., of Anchorage.  It is our hope to bring
the message of Jesus Christ to society through
education, communication and public policy advocacy.



2004

On Sunday June 6, 2004, Immaculate Conception Church,
Fairbanks, celebrated a century of faith not only in the
name of the members of  “the little church” on the banks
of the Chena River, but, in reality, also in the name of the
entire Diocese of Fairbanks.  Temperatures soared well
past 80 degrees that day, but could not  melt the spirits of
all in attendance.  I was honored to celebrate the
Commemorative Mass on that day with hundreds of
parishioners and friends.  Immaculate Conception Church
is listed in the National Historic Register of Historic
Places, where it states, alongside the description of the
building, “Founded by Rev. Francis Monroe, S.J., to bring
religious influence to the mining boomtown of
Fairbanks.”

One of my fondest memories of 2004 was a trip to
Rome for my Ad Limina visit. Every five years
bishops report to the Holy Father and other
Vatican offices to render a state of their diocese
report.  It  was difficult for Pope John Paul II to
speak during the 15-minute, one-on-one interview.
What amazed me was that he still showed interest
at what was happening in Alaska and how we
were doing.  It wasn’t a formality to him.  He really
wanted to know how the people were and how
they were doing in the diocese.

I remember well a similar visit I made from
Sioux Falls, while serving as rector of St. Joseph
Cathedral.  I accompanied Bishop Paul Dudley,
along with the diocese’s vicar general, to Rome,
and was briefly introduced to the pontiff one day.
Days later, we met the pope after a Mass, and he
greeted us in English, recalling where we were
from and our positions.

In Sacred Heart Cathedral, Fairbanks, I had the
great honor of ordaining Sean P. Thomson to the
holy priesthood for our Missionary Diocese, on May
28, 2004.  Here, I impose hands on him.  Father
Sean now serves as pastor of St. Joseph’s parish in
Nome, and also serves as visiting priest to Kotzebue,
Teller, and Little Diomede parishes.
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2005
St. Peter in Chains Church, Ruby, Alaska, stands on the left
bank of the mighty Yukon River.  On June 12, 2005, I traveled
to this Athabaskan Indian community to dedicate their new
church.  The “old church,” built by Father James C. Spils,
S.J., now serves as an all-purpose building and social hall.
Father Joseph Hemmer, O.F.M, visits the parish of St. Peter in
Chains about twice a month to celebrate Mass and the Sacra-
ments.  The completion of this church could not have been
accomplished without the contributions of our dear Alaskan
Shepherd benefactors and Ruby parishioners.  It is always a
joy to dedicate a new church and realize that the continuation
of the Mass, the Sacraments, and Catechesis will flourish.

As of the year 2005, the Sisters of St. Ursula  had
rendered a century of dedicated, often heroic, service
to the peoples of Alaska. In Sacred Heart Cathedral,
Fairbanks, on Sunday, September 4th—the actual day
on which the Ursuline Sisters arrived at Akulurak,
Alaska, exactly 100 years earlier--a Mass of
Thanksgiving was celebrated by myself and attended
by hundreds.  Here you see me with Ursuline Sisters
Maria Clarys (sitting) and Monique Vaernewyck.

The year 2004 afforded me the privilege of my second church
dedication, that of St. Michael Church on St. Michael Island
in Norton Sound opposite Nome.  The people of St. Michael
are a mixture of Inupiaq-speaking Eskimos from the north
and Central Yup’ik-speaking Eskimos from the south.  On
November 7th, thanks to the generosity of our Alaskan
Shepherd benefactors, the Catholic Extension Society, and
parish volunteers, the new St. Michael’s Church became a
reality.  Here is a view from the inside.  Fathers Vincent
Chimezie, S.M.M.M., & Paulinus Iwuji, S.M.M.M., tend to the
pastoral needs of the St. Michael flock.

2004
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2006

If you have been receiving The Alaskan Shepherd newsletter since its
first publication in 1960, your initial contribution may have been
instrumental in the building and furnishing of Sacred Heart Cathedral-
-dedicated on June 17, 1966. I was pleased to be part of the grand year
of celebration that began in August of 2006.
True--with a seating capacity of only 550--the building is relatively
small for a Cathedral. Yet the 40-year history of the Cathedral in
Fairbanks is rich in historical firsts.  The Cathedral has been the scene of many events of major significance.
Bishops, priests, and deacons  have been ordained in it. Sisters, Brothers, and lay people have taken vows in it.
Many Baptisms and many Masses of Christian Burial  have been celebrated in it. Though not a “mission” parish,
since it is supported completely by its parishioners, it is in a sense the Diocesan beacon--inviting missionaries
“in” and offering them a place large enough in which to celebrate milestones and accomplishments.  It is the
“family” home of the whole Diocese of Fairbanks.

March 28, 2006, was a historic moment , as it marked the first
time that a Chrism Mass was celebrated in a place other than
Fairbanks and in addition to the Chrism Mass celebrated in
Fairbanks.  Shown here, Margaret Waskey of Mountain Village,
Alaska, receives the Oil of Chrism in Bethel, Alaska.  As you
know, distances are great in our Missionary Diocese.  I have
one priest for, on average, every 16,000 square miles.  A second
Mass of Chrism, in the centrally located village of Bethel,
enables our Indian and Eskimo people to attend a celebration
that they would not otherwise be able to attend.
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Very dear to my heart are the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks.  Immaculate
Conception Grade School and Monroe Catholic Jr./Sr. High School  is the only
Catholic school system in Alaska to offer its students the advantage of receiving
a Catholic education from Preschool through 12th grade on the same campus.
Situated in Fairbanks, just 100 miles south of the Arctic Circle, these schools
educate students from a wide variety of backgrounds.  Some live within walking
distance, others travel 25 miles by bus or car, and still others have left their
home villages and towns to board in Fairbanks to attend a Catholic school.  The
Catholic Schools of Fairbanks provide an educational environment that is rooted
in faith, rich in academic excellence, strengthened by service and nurtured by
community.  Funding to operate the school is made possible through tuition, an
annual auction, and the generosity of our Alaskan Shepherd donors.  Ultimately,
it is my goal that we are blessed with sufficient funding  that will allow tuition
levels to decrease and offer more families the option of a Catholic education for
their children.



2007
Ric Schmidt, KNOM Radio’s general manager, with me
for a photo, in the lobby of the Chancery building.  Ric
brought along the station’s most recent award.  In 2007,
KNOM was  again awarded the Winner of the Catholic
Academy for Arts Professionals’ Gabriel Award for
Station of the Year.

KNOM is the oldest Catholic radio station in the United
States, winner of the 2003 and 2005 NAB Crystal
Awards for Excellence, the 2003 and 2006 NAB Marconi
Religious Station of the Year and the 2003, 2004, 2005,
2006 and 2007 Gabriel Radio Station of the Year Awards.

It is always an honor to ordain a man to the holy
priesthood.  Father Robert D. Fath, Jr., poses after his
Ordination Mass, on June 1, 2007, with me and his
parents, Robert D. Fath, Sr. and Anna Fath.
Parishioners of Sacred Heart Cathedral were especially
proud to welcome back Father Fath, a onetime Sacred
Heart Cathedral parishioner, and now their Associate
Pastor.

The Alaskan Shepherd Newsletter Volume 45 Number  9 November   2007                     Page 7

From Father Robert Fath, a word of thanks:
Since my ordination to the priesthood on June 1, 2007,
I have experienced continuous blessings thanks to the
support given me by my family, by my parish, and by
the diocesan families.  I have been surprised by the
amount of prayers, cards, and letters of congratulations
coming from the hearts of the benefactors of the
Missionary Diocese of Fairbanks. In turn, be assured
that I, for my part, will continue to remember you and
all your concerns daily in my Masses and prayers.
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Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska
Alaskan Shepherd Office

Annual Report
June 30, 2007

Revenues and Additions to Annuities and Endowments:

Donations  $2,420,390.97
In-Kind Gifts  $14,937.79
Books and Religious Items  $28,526.00
Endowment Income  $648,100.11
New Annuities  $33,000.00
Bequests and Wills  $816,197.93
New Alaskan Shepherd Endowment Funds  $59,052.10
Temporarily Restricted (Used primarily to build and repair missions)  $54,227.41
Catholic Schools of Fairbanks Restricted  $53,082.80

Total Revenues/Additions  $4,127,515.11

Expenses:

Administrative Expenses—
Salaries & Benefits (7 persons) and Office Operations Expense  $303,240.62

Administrative % 7.3%
Fundraising Expenses—

List and Mailing Service  $490,366.92
Postage  $391,389.81
Printing of Alaskan Shepherd and Appeals  $178,851.58
Envelopes and Supplies  $128,671.98

 $1,189,280.29
Fundraising % 28.8%

Total Expenses
 $1,492,520.91

Expenses % of  Revenue/Additions 36.2%

Excess available for support of Missions  $2,634,994.20

Funds transferred to Annuities and Endowments  $92,052.10
Unrestricted and Temporarily Restricted used for Missions and Programs  $2,542,942.10

Annuity/Endowment Fund Balances—June 30, 2007:

Priest Retirement Fund/Quasi Fund  $704,421.60
Alaskan Shepherd Charitable Gift Annuity  $413,358.34
Other Ministry Funds  $235,350.98
Misson Building Fund  $544,686.68
Mission Travel Fund  $460,299.58
Alaskan Shepherd Endowment Funds  $11,528,163.53
Endowment Retained Earnings  $2,501,374.12

Total Annuities/Endowment Fund Balances  $16,387,654.83
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TO:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA (our legal title):
1312 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska  99709-5199      Date___________________2007

Name_____________________________________________________________________

Street No./P.O. Box_________________________________________________________

City____________________________________State____________Zip_______________

Telephone:___________________________Email:__________________________________

If donating by credit card: TYPE OF CARD (Visa, Master Card, or Discover Cards only):

(   ) VISA (   ) MASTER CARD  (   ) DISCOVER     EXP  DATE:____ ____--____ ____

NAME AS LISTED ON CREDIT CARD:

__________________________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE:_____________________________________________________________________________

CREDIT CARD NUMBER:  __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __    __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __
One Time Only:(  )      Monthly:(  )      Quarterly:(  )      Twice A Year: (  )    Annually:(  )

YES, Bishop Kettler, I want to help you and the  missionaries ministering in Northern Alaska to
bring the Mass, the Sacraments, religious education, and training to the widely-scattered Indian and
Eskimo people of Christ.  Please accept this donation and use it where most needed.

(  )  GENERAL FUND-F01     $________

If donating by CHECK  please make payable to:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA    or CBNA

Please send me an END OF YEAR TAX STATEMENT
for the YEAR 2007.

Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska provides a tax receipt/acknowledgment
letter for all individual donations of $12.00 and more.  We will happily send

an end of year cumulative contribution statement upon request.
Return form, call 907-374-9536, or email patty@cbna.org  for an End of Year Tax Receipt.
 Be assured that we make every effort to keep our fund-raising overhead at a minimum, and that

our fund-raising program complies with all state and federal laws regulating such non-profit,
tax-deductible programs as ours.  Be assured, too, that we never, under any circumstances, sell

or give out the names of our benefactors.  This sacred pledge we have always faithfully honored.



“Through years of dedicated research, writing, and documentation, Father
Renner has created a succinct yet comprehensive guide detailing in total clarity
and conciseness the history of the Catholic Church in Alaska. Within this
historic documentation the reader can reference over 225 years of Catholicism
in Alaska. Father Louis L. Renner, S.J., has accomplished in Alaskana
Catholica a momentous feat—a magnum opus.”

Donald J. Kettler
Bishop of Fairbanks

“Father Renner is the foremost authority on
Catholic history in Alaska,

writing history at its purest, almost exclusively
from archival sources.”
Dr. Dorothy Jean Ray

Historian and Anthropologist

“This fascinating volume offers an intimate picture of the activities of the Catholic Church’s Alaska Mission, from
its beginning in the nineteenth century to the present. It is a fact-filled account of people and places with a

wonderful array of characters…Father Renner, with a historian’s concern for the facts and a writer’s eye for a good
story, has produced a valuable work.”

Francis Paul Prucha, S.J.,
Professor of History Emeritus ,  Marquette University

“One of the main intents of this volume,” we read in the author’s Preface, “is to keep alive for posterity the
memory of many major Catholic Alaskan figures—clerical and lay, Native and non-
Native, living and deceased—by the recording of their lives and deeds.”

Alaskana Catholica (“a unique gift, whether to give or to receive”) is a reference
work in the format of an encyclopedia.  It offers its readers something more than mere barebones
reference data and Who’s Who-s.  Moreover, some entries have a story about the given
entry’s subject attached to them.   Some have a “tapestry” woven out of a series of quotations
from the mission diary of the given place attached to them.  These stories and tapestries give
readers a kind of “you are there” experience, of being present at an event of the past or at a
place remote to them.

Close to 400 images illustrate Alaskana Catholica.

ALASKANA CATHOLICA
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Yes, please send _____copy(ies) of Alaskana Catholica,
written by Father Louis L. Renner, S.J.

I am enclosing $80.00 for each book, which includes shipping.
Please make checks payable to CBNA (Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska)

Credit Card purchases can be made by calling the Alaskan Shepherd Business Office at 907-374-9532.

Name______________________________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________
City____________________________State_______Zip_________    200709 F92
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GIFT OPPORTUNITIES
Contact us at (907) 374-9500 or email  tom@cbna.org or finance@cbna.org for more information on these gift opportunities.
Outright Gift: These gifts take the form of cash, common stocks, securities, real estate and personal property.
Bequest: Through a Last Will and Testament or Trust, donors can bequeath a specific amount of money, stocks or mutual
funds, and real or personal property, (a percentage of the remainder of their estate.)
Charitable Lead Trust: Through cash, common stock or real estate, this gift operates in the opposite manner of a remainder
trust, in that current income for a specific period of the trust is used by the Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska. After a specified
period of time, the corpus is returned to the donor or beneficiary.
Charitable Gift Annuities: This type of annuity provides fixed income for life of one or two people. Interest rates are based
on the annuitants’ age and payments are available on an annual, semi-annual, quarterly or monthly basis. The annuity can be
funded with cash, common stock, or securities. Upon the death of the annuitant or last surviving annuitant, the remaining asset
will be retained by the Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska.
Deferred Gift Annuities: Similar to an immediate payment annuity except that the payments begin at a future date determined
by the donor at the time of the gift.
Charitable Remainder Annuity or Unitrust: Like the gift annuity, the donor receives a life-time income and may receive an
immediate charitable tax deduction. It is usually funded with real estate, common stock, securities or cash.
Charitable Insurance Policy: You may obtain an insurance policy with the Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska as the
beneficiary and owner of the policy. You may also be able to obtain a tax deduction for the cost. Please call us or any life
insurance agent to discuss this option.

Equipment or Items:  If you are interested in contributing any type of equipment or items to be used in the missions, please
contact our development person at (907) 374-9500 or send an email to tom@cbna.org or finance@cbna.org.

Stock:  One opportunity for assisting with our mission work here in northern Alaska is to make a gift of stock to the Catholic
Bishop of Northern Alaska (CBNA), the legal name for the Diocese of Fairbanks.

If you are interested in providing a donation to the missions in this manner, the following procedure should be used. Contact your
broker or use your online brokerage account to request a transfer of your stock or mutual fund  to the Catholic Bishop of
Northern Alaska, and request them to contact Wells Fargo Investments, CBNA’s stock depository, at 907-374-7812  with the
following instructions:

“This transfer is being executed as a gift to the Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska.
 I would like to do a Depository Trust Corporation (DTC) Transfer of _____ (# of shares of a particular stock)

to DTC #733, with free delivery into Account number #20037336,
which is Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska, #5.”

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE PENSION ACT OF 2006:
The Pension Protection Act of 2006 offers individuals who are 70½ years of age and have IRA’s,

a new opportunity to support qualified charitable organizations.
Please check our website for more information--or send email to  tom@cbna.org or finance@cbna.org.

                *Gift must be transferred directly from the IRA manager to the charitable organization.
        *Donor must be at least 70½ years old.                    *Contribution must be an outright gift.
       *There is a $100,000 limit on the IRA transfer.      *The provision in the law expires December 31, 2007.

  If you have any questions or comments, please call (907) 374-9500 or send an email to  tom@cbna.org
or finance@cbna.org for more information. Please provide information regarding the nature of the donation,
to help facilitate matching of donated items to mission needs.

*Tom Buzek or George Bowder—can assist you directly.
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Through prayer we are joined together with those who generously support this Missionary Diocese.
If you wish us to pray for your loved ones or any special intentions, please list them below:

___________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Additionally, we will remember you, each and every week,
during our staff Mass and in a special way during our three
annual Novenas.

Novena of Grace March 4-12th (2008)

Sacred Heart Novena May 22-30th (2008)

St. Therese Novena
September 23-October 1st (2008)

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA (CBNA)
1312 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska  99709

Dear Bishop Donald J. Kettler:

I wish to include CBNA in my Will or Trust.  Please send information.

Please have your representative call me.

I have already included CBNA in my will. I would like to discuss Annuity and/or
            Life Insurance Options.

Rev./Sr./Br./Mr./Mrs./Miss/Ms.______________________
NAME: ___________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:  ________________________________________________________________________

CITY: _____________________________STATE: _________________ZIP:____________________

DATE OF BIRTH:________________PHONE:________________CELL:______________________

Your first class 41¢ stamp donations
are greatly appreciated.


