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Some give by going to the Missions                 Some go by giving to the Missions            Without both there are no Missions

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA
1312 PEGER ROAD FAIRBANKS, ALASKA  99709

Phone: 907-374-9532         http: //www.cbna.info

Special Masses are offered throughout the year for
you and your intentions by our Missionary Priests.
Please pray that God may bless us and our work.

BUILDING “CHURCH” IN SCAMMON BAY, ALASKA
BLESSED SACRAMENT PARISH

Surprised, you might be, to discover the real difficulties and challenges that face builders in rural
Alaska.  When one of those builders is, in fact,  the Diocese of Fairbanks, Alaska—a Missionary Diocese
supporting 38 of its 46 parishes—those challenges can be especially daunting.  The 38 parishes here in
question cannot  be accessed by road.  They can be reached only by plane, or by snowmachine in winter,

The original Blessed Sacrament church in Scammon Bay, Alaska, as it stood in 1998.
Photos courtesy of Deacon Paul V. Perreault, Diocesan Engineer, unless otherwise noted.
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We want to thank in a special way those of you who have included the Catholic Bishop of Northern
Alaska (our legal title) in your bequests and wills, and those of you who, at the time of the deaths of
dear ones, have suggested that in their memory contributions be made to the Missions of Northern
Alaska or to the Alaskan Shepherd Endowment Fund. A suggested wording: “I give, devise and be-
queath to the Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska, 1312 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska...”

or by boat in summer.  Expenses run
unbelievably high given the cost of
shipping building materials, or goods in
general, to rural Alaska.

In 2007, Alaska Governor Sarah
Palin’s administration prepared a
Construction Cost Survey.  The survey
simulates contractor pricing for only a
portion of actual materials used to
construct a model home, comparing
urban and rural cities in Alaska.  For
example, Barrow, Bethel, and Nome
include metal roofing, which is more
common in rural areas versus the asphalt
shingles used in urban areas.  (Design
wind speeds for the village of Scammon
Bay are 133 mph, as high as a category
4 hurricane in Florida.)  The workforce surveyed
building supply companies in or near 11 communities
throughout Alaska.   The largest Seattle suppliers were
also surveyed.   The participants represent 14 unique
firms in Alaska and three unique firms in Washington.

The survey is particularly telling when
comparing the prices of building a model home in
Fairbanks and in Barrow—where the costs nearly
double.  Based on the survey, it is less surprising then
to know that while building in Fairbanks runs about
$135 a square foot—building in rural Alaska calculates
to about $265 a square foot.

That is why we now implore your prayerful
and financial assistance to replace the inadequate and
unsafe present Blessed Sacrament Church in Scammon
Bay, Alaska, for we have not the means to do it alone.

We first asked your assistance back in 2002,
and, with your gracious assist, we have been blessed
with funding for nearly half the estimated project costs.
You may recall that, in February 2002, Father Louis
L. Renner, S.J., made an urgent appeal:

Dear Friends of the Catholic Missions of Northern
Alaska,

The Yukon-Kuskokwim village of Scammon
Bay (Marayaaq in Central Yup’ik Eskimo, which,
loosely translated means, “place near the mud flats”)
is located one mile from the Bering Sea and lies at
the northern base of the 2,342-foot high Askinuk
Mountains.  During the short, winter days, when the
sun is low on the southern horizon, the village lies
in their shadow.  The people of Scammon Bay, around
500, lead, for the most part, a subsistence form of
life.  They hunt beluga whale, walrus, seal, geese,
swans, cranes, ducks, loons, and ptarmigan.  Fishing
yields salmon, whitefish, blackfish, needlefish,
herring, humpies, smelt, and tomcod.  In fall time,
they harvest blueberries, blackberries, cranberries,
and salmonberries.  Scammon Bay’s climate is
maritime.  During the fall and winter months, winds
of over 100 miles per hour occasionally lash the
village.  And that is real hard on the old church.

And the church, Blessed Sacrament Church,
built in 1955, is old, unstable, and much too small
for Scammon Bay’s present Catholic community.

Both buildings in this aerial view of Scammon
Bay have been removed and the site is now
cleared and ready for ground breaking.
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the expenses that we incur, as we carry out our basic,
essential day-to-day ministries:  the Mass, the
Sacraments, religious education, Native clergy, and
ministry training.

So in this special appeal letter I am asking
you to make a one-time contribution toward the
building of a new much-needed church at Scammon
Bay.  Please specify that your contribution is to be
used to replace the present badly out-dated and
dilapidated church, or—if this project is otherwise
funded—to go into our vitally important General
Church Renewal and Replacement Fund.

For all you have done for us, and for doing
in this case what you can, I thank you very sincerely
on behalf of all of us here in this missionary diocese,
and now in particular on behalf of the good people
of Scammon Bay.  Be assured that you and your
intentions are daily remembered in our Masses and
prayers.  Know that much as we rely on your
financial support, we rely even more on your
prayers—for,  as the psalmist says:  “Unless the
Lord build the house, they labor in vain who build
it.”
With kindest personal regards and all best wishes…
Most gratefully and sincerely in our Lord,

Louis L. Renner, S.J.

According to Deacon Paul V. Perreault, M.S.C.E.,
P.E.—Diocese of Fairbanks Engineer and Arctic
Engineering and Construction specialist—the church
has for years been urgently in need of replacement.
Said Deacon Perreault regarding the church, after
making a thorough inspection of it:  “Clearly, the
coastal winds and weather have taken their toll on
this structure.  The structural shortcomings are
significant…Places in the basement wood walls are
decayed so that one can push a knife blade full-depth
into the wall with less than 20 pounds of
pressure…The village needs a new church for 70
people that includes space for religious education
and a parish office.”

Father Gregg D. Wood, S.J., the priest currently
in charge of the Scammon Bay mission wrote:  “The
present church—seating about 70—was built close
to 60 years ago.  Two years ago, concerned about a
pronounced sag in the floor, we shored up the floor
posts and beams.  The building leans noticeably to
one side.  It seems it is only the metal siding, the
snowdrifts—and the favor of the Lord—that keep it
standing.  It badly needs to be replaced.”

Building a new church, in bush Alaska, does
not come cheap.  Construction costs, because of high
labor costs, high prices for materials and for getting
them shipped to a remote site, are far higher in Alaska
than “Outside”—our way of referring to the lower
48 states.  It is principle in this Missionary Diocese
of Fairbanks that every parish, mission, institution,
program, project be as self-helping, self-supporting
as possible.  For years the good people of Scammon
Bay have worked at raising funds for putting up a
new church structure, but coming up with sufficient
funding for such a project is way beyond their good
will, their “building fund,” their power.  Hence this
outreach, this outstretched hand, this special, appeal
to you for some financial help.  Know that in helping
to make the church structure, the building, in that
Eskimo village on the Bering Sea coast a reality, you
are, at the same time, helping to build the Church, to
promote the Kingdom of God there.  I use the words
“special” and “extra” advisedly, for whatever help
you can give us—in keeping with your means, of
course—is to be given over and above your normal
contributions.  These we continue to need to cover

Fr. Sean Thomson prepares the altar for Mass
in Blessed Sacrament Church in Scammon
Bay, Alaska.
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     Since 2002, the parish has spent much time
discerning the building process, the location, the type
of church that would best suit their parishioners and
community. Part of the seven-year delay in just
choosing a building site is directly connected with
harmonizing the different segments of this specific
community.  The parish wanted to make sure their
elders had ready-access to the church, not having to
climb too high up the mountainside.  For the younger
members, the parish wanted to make sure the church
was on good ground, without making someone else
have to give up birthright to their own land.  Too,
the parish wanted to make sure there was sufficient
parking for the four-wheelers and snow machines
used throughout the village.  And, critically important,
the parish wanted to keep the church at the location
of its traditional heritage — so much so, that the
City of Scammon Bay even donated an adjacent
property to make this combined site large enough to
accommodate this new building.

Even the basic church-shape is special to this
community.  The octagon, with its open floor plan,
and with the smaller rooms around the perimeter,
recalls the traditional heritage Qasgiq (sic) (meeting
house) for the tribe.   Paul Perreault, PE, the design
professional in charge reports,  “I was very pleased
with the choice this community made.  It fits who

Photos of the demolition process of the old Blessed Sacrament church in
Scammon Bay, Alaska, taken in August of 2007.  Photos by George Smith

they are.  It is not the often-seen rectangular building
common in the region.  It was well worth the extra
time and effort it took, allowing Scammon Bay
parish to come into agreement about what ‘church’
means to them and how they show that meaning in
the constructed space.”  Deacon Paul adds, “I was
absolutely delighted with the parish leaders’
excitement, as one of the elder women was talking
about how they would decorate the inside of the
church with appropriate native crafts.”  (One of
the local artisans from a neighboring village, for
example, hand-makes museum-quality Yup’ik Eskimo
dolls — using exclusively native materials.)

Including details from the local wisdom for
items as simple as where to locate the doors so the
drifting snow will not block them, the design is now
complete.  The permits are in place.  The foundation
material is purchased and on hand in Fairbanks —
soon to be shipped out to Scammon Bay.  The old
church is torn down and removed.  The site is almost
cleared.  Warmer weather for the groundbreaking
ceremony is eagerly awaited.    Scammon Bay’s
Traditional Council has agreed to do the foundation
and floor platform work — with local skilled workers.
But, we do not have enough funds in place to
purchase the rest of the building materials or contract
for the installation labor.



All donors are truly co-missionaries, since they alone make possible our work for the Lord and His Kingdom.
TO:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA (our legal title):
        1312 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska  99709-5199                              Date___________________F58 - 2008
Dear Bishop Kettler:
Wanting to help you build the Church in your missionary diocese I enclose my special donation of
$________________to be used to replace the Scammon Bay church; or, if this is otherwise ad-
equately funded, to go into your General Church Renewal and Replacement Fund.

I am happy and grateful to be part of your missionary diocese and its ministries.
Name____________________________________________________________________________________
Street No. /P.O.Box______________________________City_________________State_______Zip________
If donating by check please make payable to:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA    or CBNA

If donating by credit card: NAME AS LISTED ON CREDIT CARD: ______________________________________
TYPE OF CARD (Visa, Master Card or Discover Cards only): VISA___     MASTER CARD___     DISCOVER___
AMOUNT OF GIFT: __________
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential): __________________________________EXP  DATE:_________

SIGNATURE: _________________________________________
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“No undertaking,
perhaps, is so
pleasing to God
as supporting the
Missionary work
of the Church.
All who are reck-
oned Christians
or boast of that
name must con-
tribute their sup-
port either by
their prayers or
by an offering ac-
cording to their
means.”

--Blessed Pope
John XXIII

THE DIOCESE OF FAIRBANKS SPANS 409, 849 SQUARE MILES.  ONLY NINE OF THE 46 PAR-
ISHES CAN BE REACHED BY ROAD.  ONLY EIGHT PARISHES ARE FINANCIALLY SELF-SUSTAINING.

This Missionary Diocese is located in a land of great distances and extreme weather conditions.  Prices are
unbelievably high and expenses great. Even with our best efforts and good will on the part of all, we are far from
realizing our ideal that every parish, mission, program, and project be as self-supporting as possible.



“Through years of dedicated research, writing, and documentation, Father
Renner has created a succinct yet comprehensive guide detailing in total
clarity and conciseness the history of the Catholic Church in Alaska. Within
this historic documentation the reader can reference over 225 years of
Catholicism in Alaska. Father Louis L. Renner, S.J., has accomplished in
Alaskana Catholica a momentous feat—a magnum opus.”

Donald J. Kettler
Bishop of Fairbanks

“Father Renner is the foremost authority on
Catholic history in Alaska,

writing history at its purest, almost exclusively
from archival sources.”
Dr. Dorothy Jean Ray

Historian and Anthropologist

“This fascinating volume offers an intimate picture of the activities of the Catholic Church’s Alaska Mission, from
its beginning in the nineteenth century to the present. It is a fact-filled account of people and places with a

wonderful array of characters…Father Renner, with a historian’s concern for the facts and a writer’s eye for a good
story, has produced a valuable work.”

Francis Paul Prucha, S.J.,
Professor of History Emeritus ,  Marquette University

“One of the main intents of this volume,” we read in the author’s Preface, “is to keep alive for posterity the
memory of many major Catholic Alaskan figures—clerical and lay, Native and non-
Native, living and deceased—by the recording of their lives and deeds.”

Alaskana Catholica (“a unique gift, whether to give or to receive”) is a reference
work in the format of an encyclopedia.  It offers its readers something more than mere bare-
bones reference data and Who’s Who-s.  Moreover, some entries have a story about the given
entry’s subject attached to them.   Some have a “tapestry” woven out of a series of quotations
from the mission diary of the given place attached to them.  These stories and tapestries give
readers a kind of “you are there” experience, of being present at an event of the past or at a
place remote to them.

Close to 400 images illustrate Alaskana Catholica.

ALASKANA CATHOLICA
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Yes, please send _____copy(ies) of Alaskana Catholica,
written by Father Louis L. Renner, S.J.

I am enclosing $85.00 for each book, which includes shipping.
Please make checks payable to CBNA (Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska)

Credit Card purchases can be made by calling the Alaskan Shepherd Business Office at 907-374-9532.

Name______________________________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________
City____________________________State_______Zip_________    200804 F92
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In the summer of 2007, Father Gregg Wood, S.J.,
pastor of Blessed Sacrament Parish, began sending updates
regarding the progress of the church:

August 6th:  There are lots of fresh salmon berries showing
up everywhere.  The construction site for the new church is
being cleared.  The parish is moving toward ground
breaking!

October 1st:  The [donated] 1985 Ford Diesel truck arrived
and has been initiated with two loads of demolition debris
from the old church building.  The goal is to have the
construction site cleared by freeze-up and new construction
will start “on the other side of winter.”

We find ourselves “on the other side of winter.”  It is
with renewed fervency that we implore your help, while we
continue building the Blessed Sacrament Church in Scammon
Bay, Alaska.

—Patty Walter

The sun shines on Scammon Bay, Alaska, in this
July 2000 aerial view.

     The Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta village of Scammon
Bay (Marayaaq in Central Yup’ik Eskimo, which,
translated loosely, means “place near the mudflats”)
is located one mile from the Bering Sea.  It lies on the
left, the south, bank of the Kun River and at the
northern base of the 2,342-foot high Askinuk
Mountains.  A clear stream flowing year-round out of
them provides the villagers with excellent water, a rare
blessing in that part of Alaska.  The village is named
after the nearby bay, which honors Captain Charles
M. Scammon, who served as marine chief of the
Western Union Telegraph Expedition in Alaska in
1856-67.
     The people of Scammon Bay lead, for the most
part, a subsistence way of life.  They hunt beluga whale,
walrus, seal, geese, swans, cranes, ducks, loons and
ptarmigan.  Fishing yields salmon, whitefish, blackfish,
needlefish, herring, humpies, smelt, and tomcod.  In
the fall, a variety of berries are harvested.  Scammon
Bay’s climate is maritime.  During the fall and winter
months, winds of over 100 miles per hour occasionally
lash the village.
     Catholicism first touched the Scammon Bay
people around 1895, when Jesuit missionaries
stationed at Akulurak, notable among them Father
Joseph M. Tréca, began visiting that general area.  But
it was not until around 1930 that Blessed Sacrament
Mission was founded in Scammon Bay.  A small
chapel was built  there in 1932.   A  24 x 12’ foot
church-residence was built there in the fall of 1946
and in 1955, a new church was built, which was to
serve for nearly half a century.  It was to be replaced
early in the third millennium.
     The Scammon Bay mission has never had a
resident pastor.  Throughout its history, it has been
visited mainly by priests stationed at Hooper Bay, but
also by priests stationed at Akulurak, Kashunuk, and
Chevak.
     Eskimo Deacons, Dan Akerelrea and Teddy
Sundown, too, served their Scammon Bay parish.
Both are buried at Scammon Bay.

SCAMMON BAY

An excerpt from Alaskana Catholica
by Father Louis L. Renner, S.J.
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Thank you so much for your generous first class stamp donations.
First class stamps increased to 42¢ in May 2008.

Scammon Bay, Alaska, Blessed Sacrament Church Building Estimate
Church designed to accommodate 70 people/2337 square feet

x $265 square foot (Includes extra cost for building in rural/bush Alaska.)
(Cost of building in Fairbanks = $135 square foot.)

BREAKDOWN OF EXPECTED COSTS:
Design/Construction Administration 12% $74,316
Architectural 21% $130,054
Civil/Site 15% $92,896
Structural 20% $123,861
Mechanical 10% $61,931
Electrical 15% $92,896
Interior Accessories/Furnishings 7% $43,351________________

________________
Total Project Estimate 100% $619,305
Funds Received Since 2002 $311,257

Total Funds Needed $308,048

BLESSED SACRAMENT CHURCH DESIGN AND POSSIBLE FURNITURE LAYOUT
Submitted by Deacon Paul V. Perreault, M.S.C.E., P.E.--Diocese Engineer and Arctic Engineering and Construction specialist.


