
     Volume 46  Number 6 August  2008

Some give by going to the Missions                 Some go by giving to the Missions            Without both there are no Missions

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA
1312 PEGER ROAD FAIRBANKS, ALASKA  99709

Phone: 907-374-9532         http: //www.cbna.info

Special Masses are offered throughout the year for
you and your intentions by our Missionary Priests.
Please pray that God may bless us and our work.

Brother Damian Steger, F.S.C., snapped this photo of Norbert Beans , Facilities Upgrade and Maintenance Coor-
dinator for the Yukon-Delta Kuskokwim Region and of Deacon Paul Perreault, P.E., during a stop in St. Marys,
Alaska.  Brother Damian accompanied Deacon Paul on a 10-day building and maintenance assessment trip aboard
the diocese’s Cessna 207.  They were able to assess the needs of 11,  mostly Yup’ik Eskimo, villages and deliver
supplies along the west coast of Alaska, covering a distance of about 1300 miles.

All photos courtesy of Deacon Paul Perreault, P.E., and Brother Damian Steger, F.S.C.

VILLAGE HOPPING IN THE CESSNA 207
WITH DEACON PAUL



The Alaskan Shepherd Newsletter Volume 46 Number 6 August      2008                   Page 2

We want to thank in a special way those of you who have included the Catholic Bishop of Northern
Alaska (our legal title) in your bequests and wills, and those of you who, at the time of the deaths of
dear ones, have suggested that in their memory contributions be made to the Missions of Northern
Alaska or to the Alaskan Shepherd Endowment Fund. A suggested wording: “I give, devise and be-
queath to the Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska, 1312 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska...”

A view of the Yukon River and slough  from St.
Charles Spinola church, Pilot Station, Alaska.  Pilot
Station is located on the northwest bank of the Yukon
River, 11 miles east of St. Mary’s and 26 miles west of
Marshall in the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.  The fishing
boats and fish drying huts are necessary to accomodate
the subsistence fish opening in June 2008.

 Editor’s Note:  Brother Damian
Steger, F.S.C., is a De La Salle
Christian Brother.  Br. Damian—
after many years as the president
of Saint Mary’s Press, which is a
publisher of Catholic religious
education materials, located in
Winona, Minnesota—is now
semi-retired.  After several

vacation trips to Alaska, during which he spent some
time visiting good friends in Fairbanks, he offered
to do “Habitat-like” volunteer work for a few weeks
for the Diocese of Fairbanks in bush villages along
the middle Yukon River.  In 2002, he helped renovate
the Kateri Tekakwitha Center in Galena.  For two
consecutive summers, he helped with the construction
of the new St. Peter in Chains Church in Ruby.  In
June 2008, Brother Damian, in his own words,
“jumped at the opportunity” to accompany Deacon
Paul Perreault, diocesan engineer and pilot, on a
whirl-wind trip to eleven, mostly Eskimo, villages
along the Bering Sea coast of western Alaska. 
Deacon Paul had as the purpose of his planned trip
to assess the conditions of buildings and the needs
of parishes, and to deliver much-needed equipment
to different ones. —Patty Walter

Sunday, June 15, 2008:
          Flight from La Crosse, Wisconsin, to
Fairbanks, Alaska…good weather, flight is early.
Monday, June 16:
          Getting settled in Fairbanks.
Tuesday, June 17:
          We left Fairbanks at 10:20 a.m., with Deacon
Paul Perreault piloting the diocese’s Cessna 207.  We
stopped in Galena at 12:30 for fuel, and enjoyed a
nice lunch that Sister Marilyn Marx, S.N.J.M,

prepared.  Sr. Marilyn is director of the
Tekakwitha Center in Galena, a residence for
training lay ministry leaders from and for the
bush.  The Center is in a house I helped
renovate as a volunteer six summers ago.  The
“good/bad news” is that the house is already
too small to host all of the lay leaders from
the villages attending training workshops.
          After leaving Galena, we continued to
follow the Yukon River, leaving it at Kaltag
to fly on to Unalakleet, an Eskimo village on
Norton Sound.  This part of the journey
followed the route (though in the comfort of
an airplane!) of the famous Iditarod Trail Sled
Dog Race.  From Unalakleet, we followed
the coastline of Norton Sound south to
Stebbins to deliver a window to replace one
of the church windows.  Margaret Marlin,
Acting Parish Administrator, invited us to a
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A view of Susie’s Iditarod Trail Cafe Bunkhouse & Rooms.  Iditarod
mushers refer to owner Susie King as both warm-hearted and welcoming.
The cafe is a favorite of mushers and locals alike in McGrath, Alaska.
Susie’s provides not only top quality meals but also bunkhouse lodging
accommodations for workers like the Quality Construction work crew
contracted to clean up the fire damage for St. Michael’s Church, in the
village.  McGrath is located at the confluence of the Takotna and
Kuskokwim Rivers.  Its residents are primarily of Athabaskan Indian ori-
gin.

dinner of fresh-caught salmon.  Her house is next
to the church.  It was a “happy accident,” arriving
in the village of Galena just at lunchtime, and in
Stebbins just at suppertime.  We were warmly
welcomed, and enjoyed the great hospitality of
the Native people—especially the smiles of the
children!
          After supper, and after dropping off the
window at the church, we drove the parish truck
along a twelve-mile gravel road to the nearby
village of St. Michael, where we spent the night
in the church rectory.  Rita Oyoumick, the Acting
Parish Administrator of St. Michael’s parish,
dropped by to welcome us.  We enjoyed a cup of
coffee with her.  Neither Stebbins nor St. Michael
has resident priests at the present time.  Deacon
Paul made notes of the physical needs of the
parish buildings to bring back to Fairbanks.

Wednesday, June 18:
          We flew to the village of Kotlik to observe
the progress on the renovation of their church.  The
local Yup’ik Tribal Council was awarded the
contract for the renovation work.  The work to
date is skillfully done by local craftsmen.  Wet,
swampy muskeg covers the permafrost throughout
the village during the summer, so built-up
boardwalks have been constructed as sidewalks
throughout the length of the village.  They serve
pedestrians, as well as four-wheelers and bicycles.
          Because of the increasing clouds and drizzle,
we left Kotlik, as soon as business was finished,
to get to the village of St. Marys  by that afternoon.
Deacon Paul, pilot and diocesan engineer, stayed
ahead of the lowering clouds.  We circled
Mountain Village from a safe altitude and distance,
viewing St. Lawrence Catholic Church from the

air on the flight from Kotlik to St.
Marys.
          In Kotlik, Norbert Beans,
facilities and maintenance
coordinator for the Yukon-
Kuskokwim Delta region, joined us
to discuss the Kotlik project.  St.
Marys is his home, and so he was
happy to fly to St. Marys with us.
He invited Deacon Paul and me to
“coffee” at his house.  We ended up
staying for dinner.  He was happy
to be back, because the salmon
fishing season opened that evening
at 8:00.  He and Deacon Paul set
out nets that evening.
Thursday, June 19:

          We stayed at St. Marys on
Thursday.  St. Marys is the site of a
former Eskimo boarding school that
was administered by the Jesuits.  It
closed in 1987, when the government
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Anna Luke, Lay Support Staff for the Yukon-Delta
Kuskokwim Region Rural Ministry program, skillfully
fillets a king salmon using a traditional ulu knife, in
St. Marys, Alaska.

built schools in the villages.  The “campus” is
now put to good use by the diocese and the
village.  It was a cloudy, drizzly day with a
temperature of only 43 degrees in the morning.
Deacon Paul lined up appointments for the next
few days, and helped Norbert check his nets.
They pulled in 17 king salmons.  Each was
estimated to be in the 20 to 25 pound range--
enough to fill the family drying rack--for now.
Norbert invited us to his house and baked one
of the salmon for supper.  It was truly delicious
and it could not have been fresher.  We stayed
the night at St. Marys and hoped for better
weather on Friday to continue our tour to other
villages.
Friday, June 20:
          We were “weathered in” with low
clouds and drizzle again today.  Deacon Paul
spent time lining up future projects.  I spent
much of the day with Norbert Beans, his wife
Anna Luke, and their 15-year-old son Billy.  The
main project was cutting up the king salmon
Norbert had caught the day before.  Watching

Anna work with her ulus, fan-shaped knives, was
like watching an artist, as she skillfully filleted
the fish and then cut it into strips to be hung up to
dry before being moved into the smokehouse.  Anna
is employed by the diocese in the Y-K Delta
regional office that is located in the former St.
Marys boarding school.
Saturday, June 21:
          We woke up to another day of low clouds
and drizzle and a morning temperature of 45
degrees.  When the clouds along the coast do leave,
the temperature will be in the 70s.  Deacon Paul
was checking the forecast this morning and said to
be ready to fly.  He hoped for a break in the weather
that afternoon and hoped to make it to Scammon
Bay, where the diocese has a major church
construction project underway.  We did not make
it out of St. Marys today, but are ready to try again
tomorrow, Sunday.  Joining us will be a skilled
pipefitter, who has been hired to cut and seal off
an abandoned fuel oil line holding up work where
the new Scammon Bay church is to be built.  Once
again, Norbert was kind enough to invite Deacon
Paul and me over for supper.  A special treat was
the akutaq (a-goo-duk), or “Eskimo ice cream,”
that Anna, Norbert’s wife, made for us.  Very rich,
very good!
Sunday, June 22:
     We participated in the Eucharistic Service in
the St. Marys parish church, the Church of the
Nativity.  I was struck by the Native people’s active
participation and by the prayerfulness of the small
congregation led by two lay ministers.  I admired
the beauty of the singing of the parishioners, some
hymns in English, some in Yup’ik.  I wish I had
been able to record it!
     At 1:00, the weather cleared enough for us to
fly to Scammon Bay.  Deacon Paul and the pipefitter
continued on to Hooper Bay to pick up tools the
latter needed for his work.  They returned to
Scammon Bay, dropped off the tools, picked up
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To the friends and benefactors of the Missionary Diocese of Fairbanks:

In September we begin our annual novena to the patroness of the missions
of Alaska, St. Therese, “The Little Flower.”  The Novena will begin on Septem-
ber 23 and will end on the Feast of St. Therese, October 1.  On each of these days
a Mass will be offered for our friends and for their needs and petitions.

You are invited to submit petitions to be remembered during the novena.
No offering is necessary.  Any received will be used to support our ministries
here in Northern Alaska.

You are also invited to join us on the novena days
(September 23-October 1), by praying the following
prayer:

“O Lord, Who said, ‘Unless you become as little chil-
dren you shall not enter the Kingdom of Heaven,’
GRANT US, WE BESEECH YOU, to so follow in the
way of Blessed Therese in humility and simplicity that
through her intercession these petitions and those of all
our members may be granted as part of the shower of
roses she promised to send upon this earth.”

Please detach and send intention portion.
Use prayer above for the Novena.

TO:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA/CBNA
1312 Peger Road * Fairbanks, AK *  99709-5199

Please remember the following petitions during the Novena to St. Therese:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Name___________________________________________________________________________

Street___________________________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________State_______________Zip_______________



“Through years of dedicated research, writing, and documentation, Father
Renner has created a succinct yet comprehensive guide detailing in total
clarity and conciseness the history of the Catholic Church in Alaska. Within
this historic documentation the reader can reference over 225 years of
Catholicism in Alaska. Father Louis L. Renner, S.J., has accomplished in
Alaskana Catholica a momentous feat—a magnum opus.”

Donald J. Kettler
Bishop of Fairbanks

“Father Renner is the foremost authority on
Catholic history in Alaska,

writing history at its purest, almost exclusively
from archival sources.”
Dr. Dorothy Jean Ray

Historian and Anthropologist

“This fascinating volume offers an intimate picture of the activities of the Catholic Church’s Alaska Mission, from
its beginning in the nineteenth century to the present. It is a fact-filled account of people and places with a

wonderful array of characters…Father Renner, with a historian’s concern for the facts and a writer’s eye for a good
story, has produced a valuable work.”

Francis Paul Prucha, S.J.,
Professor of History Emeritus ,  Marquette University

“One of the main intents of this volume,” we read in the author’s Preface, “is to keep alive for posterity the
memory of many major Catholic Alaskan figures—clerical and lay, Native and non-
Native, living and deceased—by the recording of their lives and deeds.”

Alaskana Catholica (“a unique gift, whether to give or to receive”) is a reference
work in the format of an encyclopedia.  It offers its readers something more than mere bare-
bones reference data and Who’s Who-s.  Moreover, some entries have a story about the given
entry’s subject attached to them.   Some have a “tapestry” woven out of a series of quotations
from the mission diary of the given place attached to them.  These stories and tapestries give
readers a kind of “you are there” experience, of being present at an event of the past or at a
place remote to them.

Close to 400 images illustrate Alaskana Catholica.

ALASKANA CATHOLICA
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Yes, please send _____copy(ies) of Alaskana Catholica,
written by Father Louis L. Renner, S.J.

I am enclosing $85.00 for each book, which includes shipping.
Please make checks payable to CBNA (Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska)

Credit Card purchases can be made by calling the Alaskan Shepherd Business Office at 907-374-9532.

Name______________________________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________
City____________________________State_______Zip_________    200806 F92
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Deacon Paul Perreault, P.E., checks out the interior of
St. Michael’s Church in McGrath.  St. Michael’s suf-
fered a fire on December 12, 2006.  With the clean-up
process in full swing, Deacon Paul assessed the integ-
rity of the roof and wooden beams to determine replace-
ment and repair needs.

Norbert and me, and then Deacon Paul flew us
back to St. Marys.  It was a productive day!
Monday, June 23:
          Deacon Paul and I said goodbye to
Norbert and St. Marys, and then flew the short
distance to Pilot Station.  Deacon Paul wanted
to stop there to help resolve a boundary line
question at the church.  From Pilot Station, we
flew to Kalskag.  Along the way, we flew over
the villages of Russian Mission and Marshall.
We circled over the Catholic churches in both
villages.  We landed at Kalskag, where the local
plumber was installing a water filtration system
at the church.  The parts had arrived at the site
without the piping schematics for assembly.
Deacon Paul was able to get the right person on
the phone to resolve the problem.  We left
Kalskag and flew to Aniak.  Father Roman Caly
had arrived at Aniak earlier that day.  He greeted
us and brought our luggage and us to the rectory
apartment on a four-wheeler with a trailer.  The
Acting Parish Administrator, Liz Murphy,
welcomed us with a pot roast dinner.  After a

busy and successful day, and a fine dinner, I was
ready for a good night’s sleep.
Tuesday, June 24:
          This was the final day of our whirlwind trip.
We left Aniak early in the morning and flew upriver
to McGrath.  Sadly, the interior of the pretty log
church there had been badly scorched by a fire that
started from Christmas lights that shorted out while
the church was empty.  A contractor from Fairbanks
was beginning the clean-up process.  This included
taking many loads of charred materials and furniture
to the town dump.  Deacon Paul assessed the
integrity of the roof and wooden beams to decide
the extent of the structural damage to the church.
          After about four hours of work at the McGrath
church, including meeting with the contractor and
parish leaders, we flew to Nenana.  There, Deacon
Paul met with Penny Forness, the Acting Parish
Administrator, and her husband Jack, to consider
the best ways to conserve energy at the church.  The
rising cost of heating oil was of major concern.
They considered three alternatives, and decided on
one to suggest to the parish council.  They
recommended switching to “Monitor” space heaters
to replace the old hot air furnace and adding more
insulation to the building.  By then, it was 7:00
p.m., so Deacon Paul treated the four of us to
“Alaska’s best hamburgers” at the “Monderosa”
eatery, before we headed back to the airplane.
     From Nenana, we flew to Fairbanks, finishing a
wonderful and, for me, an unforgettable week of
“village hopping” in the western areas of the
Missionary Diocese of Northern Alaska.  The people
in the villages we visited are primarily Central
Yup’ik Eskimos.  I found them to be most
welcoming, gracious, and friendly.  They were very
solicitous about my comfort, and saw to it that I
had enough to eat.  They are a happy people.  Many
are Catholic Christians who have a deep faith in
God and care for their churches and their missions.
With the shortage of priests, sisters, brothers, and
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Thank you so much for your generous first class stamp donations.
First class stamps increased to 42¢ in May 2008.

deacons, many lay parishioners are coming forward to be trained as Parish Administrators to assist
their parishes during the times when no priest is there.
         Besides having fond memories of the villagers I met and “broke bread with,” my other striking
memory is that of the vastness of the state of Alaska.  Deacon Paul would fly for hours without sign
of a house or of a road.  Only lakes, bogs, swamps, meandering streams, sloughs and rivers, and low
mountains to fly around were perceptible from the air.
     In conclusion, I have seen how the land and water mass of Alaska, beyond what is seen from the
road system, is vast and huge!  More significantly, I have found the people of Alaska to be kind,
welcoming, and happy every place that I have had the chance to visit.  The Native people are a
people of faith and trust in the “Spirit” in their daily lives.  I have been blessed in meeting them.

      —Brother Damian Steger, F.S.C.

POPULATION

    Galena        675
    Stebbins        547
    St. Michael      368
    Kotlik        591
    St. Marys        500
    Scammon Bay 465
    Pilot Station   550
    Kalskag        497
    Aniak        572
    McGrath        401
    Nenana        402

*2005 Census


