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Some give by going to the Missions                 Some go by giving to the Missions            Without both there are no Missions

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA
1312 PEGER ROAD FAIRBANKS, ALASKA  99709
Phone: 907-374-9532  www.dioceseoffairbanks.org

Special Masses are offered throughout the year for
you and your intentions by our Missionary Priests.
Please pray that God may bless us and our work.

THE GREAT BERING SEA STORM OF NOVEMBER 2011

Invariably, news reports
concerning the mega-storm that
lashed the Bering Sea area from
the 7th to the 9th of November
2011 made reference to, and
compared it to, the great storms
that hit that same area, and Nome
in particular, during the years
1913 and 1974.

In the House Diary of St.
Joseph’s Parish, Nome, Alaska,
under date of 5 October 1913,
we read:    A very severe storm
swept over Bering Sea creating
very high waves that swept into
Front Street doing a great deal
of damage along the ocean front,
and especially on the Spit.
Father Lafortune’s boat, the Immaculate, came out
of it safe with but a few scratches and the mast
broken, but instead of remaining in the sea it was
found quite a distance up the Snake River.

Sixty-one years after that 1913 “very severe
storm” devastated Nome’s Front Street and homes
immediately behind it, another major storm made
headlines—and history.  On 11 November 1974, a

—Editor’s Note:  For information about the great storms that hit Nome in 1913 and 1974,
we are gratefully indebted to Alaska Catholic Church historian, Fr. Louis L. Renner, S.J.

                                                                 -–Patty Walter

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church and Holy Cross
Hospital—with the parish rectory between
them—about as they appeared, when the great
storm of early October 1913 hit Nome.  (Photo
courtesy of the Jesuit Oregon Province
Archives—408.2.01a.)
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storm so severe and
damaging hit Nome that
President Gerald Ford
declared that city in western
Alaska a disaster area.  The
sides of many houses near
the sea were smashed in by
the monstrous waves and
logs that had come crashing
over the top of the sea wall.
City power, lights, water,
and phones were knocked
out.  King Island Village on
the east end of Nome, with
no sea wall to protect it, was,
more or less, “totally
leveled,” as hurricane-force
winds and surging surf
broke loose oil barges and
rammed them into the
simple frame houses of the
settlement.  Among the houses made uninhabitable
by the storm was that of the Little Sisters of Jesus.
Fortunately, at the time, they were already in their
winter home on Little Diomede Island.  Both city
and village were rather paralyzed, as they faced the
oncoming winter.  St. Joseph’s parish did all it could
to help the many people without basic necessities.
The Red Cross came through with blankets, beds,
mattresses, food, and clothing—essential items
gratefully accepted by sea-soaked people living up to
23 persons in small houses of relatives.  Despite the
severity of the storm, there were no deaths and no
serious injuries.  And, in the eyes of some King Island
villagers, a minor miracle took place during that storm.

In June 1974, as Mike Saclamana, in his skin-
boat with 26 persons on board, was about to leave
King Island, Fr. Louis L. Renner, S.J.—who, as part
of the Saclamana party, had spent eight days on the
island—gave him the three-foot tall blue and white
statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary that had stood in
the small chapel opposite the King Island church for
decades.  The statue was brought to Nome, to King
Island Village.  After that November 1974 storm had
abated, King Islanders, upon returning to their

devastated village, found the statue—standing in the
open, upright, and completely intact.  In this, some
saw “a miracle.”    No one could account for how
that statue survived so devastating a storm.  Today,
the statue stands on the dresser in Marie Saclamana’s
bedroom.  Marie, the widow of Mike Saclamana,
prays before it morning and evening.

Thirty-seven years later, from November 7-
9, 2011, the Bering Sea area was again lashed by a
storm of epic proportions.  In one expert’s judgment,
the intensity of the storm was equivalent to a category
3 hurricane.  Falling snow and high winds created, at
times, brief blizzard conditions.  People had no choice
but to simply hunker down in safe shelters and wait
out the worst of it.  On the 9th, at the storm’s height,
various shelters in Nome—a city of some 3,600—
were opened to care for residents who had had to
evacuate their homes, as the waters of ever-mounting
waves threatened to inundate them.

Nome’s St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, being
three blocks inland, survived the storm with only a
bit of minor damage.  Father Ross Tozzi, pastor of

(Photo by Lomen Brothers and courtesy of Jesuit Oregon
Province Archives—408.9.06.)
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NOVENA OF GRACE
Each year during the month of March, a Novena is offered for you, our benefactors, and for your

petitions.
The Novena of Grace is so called because countless people have had their prayers answered by God

through the intercession of St. Francis Xavier, the Jesuit Apostle to the Orient in the sixteenth century and the
patron saint of worldwide missions.

We invite you to send us your petitions.  Both you and your needs will be remembered on each of the
nine days.  The Fathers on the missions also will remember you and your intentions in their Masses and
prayers during the Novena.

TO:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA
1312 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska  99709-5199

Please remember the following petitions during the Novena of Grace:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We invite all of you to join us in this Novena of Grace by reciting--from the 4th of March to the 12th
inclusive--the following prayers.

O most amiable and loving St. Francis Xavier, in union with you
I adore the Divine Majesty.  While joyfully giving thanks to God for
the great graces which He conferred upon you in life and for the
great glory with which He has gifted you in heaven, I come to you
with heartfelt love, begging you to secure for me, by your powerful
intercession, the inestimable blessings of living and dying in the state
of grace.  I also beseech you to obtain for me the favors I ask in this
Novena______________________________________.

But if what I ask is not for the Glory of God, or for the good of
my soul, do you obtain for me what is most conducive to both.

Amen.

Our Father; Hail Mary;  Glory be to the Father.
V.  Pray for us, St. Francis Xavier,

R.  That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

Let us pray:  O God, you chose to bring into your Church peoples of the Orient through the
preaching and miracles of St. Francis Xavier, mercifully grant us that we may imitate his
virtues, whose glorious merits we hold in veneration.

We ask this through  Jesus Christ Our Lord.  Amen.



Date___________F01 SH012012
Bishop Kettler,
I want to help you and the  missionaries ministering in Northern Alaska to bring the Mass, the
Sacraments, religious education, and training to the widely-scattered Indian and Eskimo people of
Christ.  Please accept this donation to your General Fund and use it where most needed.
AMOUNT OF GIFT: $15      $25            $50       $100 $250     Other$____________
Name__________________________StreetNo.____________________________________
P.O.Box______________________________City_________________State_______Zip________
If donating by check please make payable to:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA    or CBNA

If donating by credit card: NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD: _________________________________
TYPE OF CARD (Visa, Master Card or Discover Cards only): VISA___     MASTER CARD___     DISCOVER___

One Time Only:(  )      Monthly:(  )      Quarterly:(  )      Twice A Year: (  )    Annually:(  )
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential): _________________________________
EXP  DATE:_________VCC # (Last three digits on back of card):______________________
PHONE:___________________EMAIL:_______________________________________
SIGNATURE: _________________________________________

Please send me an END OF YEAR TAX STATEMENT for the YEAR 2011.
Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska provides a tax receipt/acknowledgment letter

for all individual donations.

We will happily send an end-of-year cumulative contribution statement upon request.
 Be assured that we make every effort to keep our fund-raising overhead at a minimum, and that our fund-raising

program complies with all state and federal laws regulating such non-profit, tax-deductible programs as ours.
Be assured, too, that we never, under any circumstances, sell or give out the names of our benefactors.

This sacred pledge we have always faithfully honored.

  Your first class 45¢ stamp donations
are greatly appreciated.

Thank you for your gift

to our GENERAL FUND!

Gift-In-Kind Donations
Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska, a religious charitable organization, qualifies as exempt under IRS section 501(c)(3). We
gratefully accept donations of physical property and provide receipt for Gifts-In-Kind. Contributions of new, unused United
States First Class Stamps are especially needed. To receive a receipt for Gifts-In-Kind, other than stamps, please provide fair
market value. If your gift is valued more than $500, please check the current IRS rules regarding donations for Gifts-In-Kind.

Find Box Tops coupons on hundreds of your favorite products.
Each Box Top coupon is worth 10¢ for our school.  Twice each
year, Box Tops will send a check to our school for each Box Tops
coupon redeemed, up to $20,000 each year.

CLIPPING BOX TOPS IS A GREAT WAY
TO HELP THE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

OF FAIRBANKS
Thank you for your 2010-2011

donations!  Your contributions along with the

students of Immaculate Conception Catholic

School, totaled 49,600 BOX TOPS--a gift to-

talling  $4,960.00 for the Catholic Schools of

Fairbanks!

Campbell’s labels are
also gratefully

accepted!
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For more information visit www.boxtops4education.com

Postage Rates

Increasing in

2012!



CONGRATULATORY AD SPONSORSHIP

Please help us celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the establishment of the
Diocese of Fairbanks and the 10th Anniversary of Bishop Donald J. Kettler’s
installment as Ordinary of the Diocese of Fairbanks.  In recognition of this
special event, the Diocese of Fairbanks is publishing a Commemorative
Anniversary Book, featuring the history of the Diocese and its Bishops and
Prelates.
Your name can be included in a group congratulatory page within this historic
book.  Suggested donation for one line—$5.00.

(Limit 50 characters)  Please list your entry below:
Examples: 1.) The Smith Family of Fairbanks, AK--(33 Characters)

 2.) The Associates of the Srs St Joseph, Fairbanks, AK (50 Characters)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
You can purchase space to leave a personalized message, your business advertisement, or a photo with
message.  Please choose one of the following congratulatory ad sizes--and remember to include photo,
business card, and/or message.  Select Size: (All ads will be in color.)  Full Page is approx 7½x 10.

Name:______________________________
Address:____________________________
__________________________________
City/State/Zip:_____________________
Email:_____________________________
Phone:_____________________________
Check Enclosed___________
Please call me for credit card payment___
Photo/Business Card Enclosed ________
I give permission for CBNA or print the
enclosed photo/art (Signature needed below:)

X_________________________________
I would like my ad to read as follows:

A.) Full Page....................$300____
B.) Half Page...................$160____
C.) Quarter Page..............$80_____
D.) Business Card Size.....$40_____
E.) One Line of Entry.......$5______
(Enter Above)
Anniversary Book............$25_____
TOTAL ENCLOSED$__________
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Congratulations!
The Alaskan Shepherd

                     Staff

D

Examples: A-Full Page 7½x10½, B-Half Page 7½x5,
C-Quarter Page 3¾x5, D-Business Card Size

The Priests and Bishops of Alaska
Congratulate the Diocese of Fairbanks

 and Bishop Donald Kettler

C

Proud parishioners of Sacred Heart

Cathedral, Fairbanks, Alaska!

The Fazio Family wishes the

Diocese and Bishop Kettler

all best wishes.

B

D

A

B
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Yes, please send _____copy(ies) of A Kindly Providence
written by Father Louis L. Renner, S.J.

I am enclosing $35.00 for each book, which includes shipping.
Please make checks payable to CBNA (Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska)

Credit Card purchases can be made by calling the Alaskan Shepherd Business Office at 907-374-9532.

Name______________________________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________
City____________________________State________Zip__________    2012 REN KP F921

   A Kindly Providence
         An Alaskan Missionary’s Story

Concerning the autobiography, they wrote:—
“…written very vividly, clearly, and sincerely in a quietly engaging style.”  (David J. Leigh, S.J., author of CIRCUITOUS JOURNEYS:

Modern Spiritual Autobiographies)

“A fine and complete record of a full and fascinating life.”  (Brad R. Reynolds, S.J., writer and photographer)

“Your Autobiography is very, very good.  In reading it, people will have the experience of being right there where you are at the time.
Chapter One is beautiful.  It is an American classic, in itself.”  (Margaret Cantwell, S.S.A., author of North to Share:  The Sisters of Saint Ann
in Alaska and the Yukon Territory)

Fragmentary quotes from the autobiography weave an intriguing tapestry:—
  “As I was standing on top of Little Diomede Island in Bering Strait, the sight of the Siberian mainland warmed my heart….Just inches from
my head, he left a 2-inch deep hoof print….but that was wartime….and Christmas 1943 was the most difficult Christmas of my entire
life….the storm in my soul was hushed to a gentle breeze….the desire for the Alaskan missions….‘Thou art a priest forever’….an old, two-
bladed pocketknife….On that day, one of the major surprises of my life awaited me….that solo drive....surrounded on all sides, as well as
top and bottom, by absolutely nothing other than black coal….disembarked at Plymouth…we spoke ‘Frenglish’….longest, hardest,
sweatiest day of my priesthood….talk about entering Vienna ‘in style!’….Mass in the submarine US Quillback....alone, in the presence of
the head man of the Archdiocese of Munich-Freising....the Scavi, the catacombs under St. Peter’s….so, smuggling a crucifix out of East
Berlin could be a bit risky….I rarely in my whole life felt so utterly relaxed, so totally at ease, so grateful….when Libby Riddles won the
Iditarod Trail Sled Dog race….on King Island….Solemn Profession….Therefore be it resolved….most consoling of all my priestly Christmas
seasons….well up the Chilkoot Trail….a very rude awakening….a Ruby in my life….Pope John Paul II and Pres. Reagan….And a challenge
it proved to be!....the very summit of old Oz himself…..when in walks Father General….‘And Gaawd bless you too, Faawther!’
….stickdance….the slap of a slimy fishtail in my face….got down to minus 76….Yet another case of mixing the useful with the pleasant….Up
comes the stern.  And, up comes—the kid’s breakfast….end of a wonderful 2,327-mile trip!...But then I thought to myself, ‘Oh, what the hell!
Why not?’….Koyukon Athabaskan Dictionary....not a ‘natural’ for prison ministry….a grizzly parading her two cubs past our camp….left
a big hole in my personal life….the Dempster Highway….little foxes running around on my tent platform….‘The Great and Sacred Jubilee
Year of Our Lord 2000’….Vice President of the United States, The Honorable Richard B. Cheney….proved to be a fairly accurate
prophecy…ALASKANA CATHOLICA…. the same kindly Providence.”

A Kindly Providence is a comprehensive and richly illustrated autobiography.  Fr. Louis L. Renner, S.J., a dedicated missionary in
Alaska for 40 years, tells a compelling story of a full and fascinating life of service to the people and the Church in northern Alaska, a great
land of natural beauties, challenging elements, and vast wilderness regions.

Beautifully, Fr. Renner interweaves the everyday lives of the people and the Church as he experienced them first hand as a scholar,
a teacher, a “bush missionary,” and ever the Jesuit priest.  In the course of his long years in Alaska, among other ministries, he taught
German and Latin at the University of Alaska Fairbanks, edited the Catholic newsletter The Alaskan Shepherd, and had the pastoral care
of two different Indian villages on the middle Yukon River.  For his scholarly writings, Tony Knowles, the governor of Alaska presented him
with the  “2002 Governor’s Award for Friend of the Humanities.”

A Kindly Providence, in softcover, spans 583 pages including some 80  illustrations.
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St. Joseph’s parish, in an interview, said that he had
received no calls for help even during the worst of
the storm.  “If someone had called, I would have
responded,” he added.   “There were advisories not
to be out and about, because rocks were blowing
across Front Street, at times, and there were pieces
of tin from tin roofs that got peeled flying about.
There was an advisory to stay indoors.”  Father Tozzi
said it was by far the worst storm he had ever seen,
but that he was able to remain calm throughout it,
because he had “a very great confidence” in the
authorities who had foreseen the coming storm and
had prepared people and general conditions ahead of
time to enable all to cope with it and its very likely
negative impact.  The present home of the Little
Sisters –unlike their 1974 home—rode out the storm
without mishap.

The Catholic radio station, KNOM, being two
blocks inland, suffered no significant damage, and
was     able to stay on the air throughout the storm

and to provide timely, updated weather advisories
and other information essential to help insure general
safety.  Concerning KNOM’s role during the storm,
we can do no better than simply quote what the
station’s General Manager, Norman “Ric” E.
Schmidt, wrote:  Thanks to KNOM’s dedicated staff
and time-tested backup generators at both the AM
transmitter site and the KNOM studio site, critical
weather and public safety reports were broadcast to
thousands of families throughout Western Alaska.
As the storm developed, KNOM kept listeners
informed of all the latest urgent and emergency
announcements, including evacuation orders for
residents in low-lying areas.  The KNOM facilities
sustained no major damage, and everyone came
through the storm safely.  The preparations before
the storm were a key element in reducing the loss of
life and property.  KNOM is very grateful for their
great working relationships with city, state and
national public officials.

Not only Nome, but outlying villages
and Catholic missions in the Bering Sea
area, too, had to bear the brunt of that
epic storm.  Fr. Gregg D. Wood, S.J.,
who has the pastoral care of Chevak,
Hooper Bay, and Scammon Bay—three
Central Yup’ik Eskimo villages on the
Bering Sea coast—reported from
Chevak’s Sacred Heart Church:  I was
in Chevak during the storm.  It was an
intense one.  I don’t know if we clocked
100 mi. winds, but the sound and the
sight of the snow-laden wind rushing
through was dramatic.  Amazingly, I
heard of only one abandoned building
losing material from its roof.  The Chevak
church roof was recently worked on,

repairing an area that leaked.  All of that held
through the winds.  Chevak is 17 miles inland.  Those
who checked their boats and had them anchored
well had no difficulty.  I did hear that some boats
were displaced or sank.  I also heard that there was
flooding in Hooper Bay, but reports said that it
wasn’t real bad.

James Akerelrea, a member of Scammon
Bay’s Blessed Sacrament parish, reported:  The only

A King Island Village scene showing the oil
barge, which, driven by the high winds and
waves of  the November 1974 storm, kept
ramming into the village leveling homes and
causing other major damage.  (Photo by Fr.
William J. Loyens, S.J., and courtesy of the
Jesuit Oregon Province Archives—408.9.17.)
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We want to thank in a special way those of you who have included the Catholic Bishop of Northern
Alaska (our legal title) in your bequests and wills, and those of you who, at the time of the deaths
of dear ones, have suggested that in their memory contributions be made to the Missions of North-
ern Alaska or to the Alaskan Shepherd Endowment Fund.A suggested wording: “I give, devise and be-
queath to the Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska, 1312 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska...”

“We are blessed to have so many supporters who make our work possible. I want to especially thank those of you who
remember us in your prayers. Donations provide tangible benefits, but the power of prayer and the Lord’s grace is our
bedrock. Thank you with all our hearts.” --Bishop Donald J. Kettler

building that was affected by the storm that I know
of is the Covenant Church house.  The eastside of
metal roofing came off.  As for the boats of the
Scammon Bay community, all were brought up to a
safe area.

From St. Joseph’s Church in Tununak on
Nelson Island, Fr. Thomas G. Provinsal, S.J.,
reported:  There was no damage to the village to
speak of other than downed wires.  This made things
uncomfortable, and had us hold off with some
activities at the church.  Necessary work being done
on the roof came to a halt, and will now probably,
and unfortunately, have to be put off
until next spring.    The lower part of
the village lost electricity, but not
from the storm itself, but due to wind-
driven ice that shorted out a
connection and blew a fuse.  For two
days, high winds kept a linesman from
Bethel from getting in to fix things.
Meanwhile, I did a lot of visiting in
the upper village.  The first night,
many people were fearful of a flood
and went up the hill to stay at the high
school.  The second night, only a few
families, especially those with elders
or small children, stayed in the school
gym.  I suspect they did so because of
the power failure more than out of fear
of flooding.  Since it was an east wind
blowing toward the sea, I was less
concerned about myself, but still stayed in the church
office, which is higher off the ground than the house.
As it turned out, only a low-lying area, with no
homes, flooded.  There, the river put some ice chunks
and boats up on a boardwalk.  After three days,
there was a break in the storm, with sunshine.  But

then, the winds took up again on Friday and
Saturday.  On Sunday— after the constant torrent of
winds and snow, and for-a-time dark, empty, cold
houses— I felt somewhat disoriented.  It took me a
day or two to find myself, to settle down again.

It would seem that, for the most part—and to
the relief of many—people and property in the storm-
lashed Bering Sea area were spared major hurt and
harm—this, in spite of the storm’s severity.  With
faith and gratitude, we thank the Lord of the winds
and the waves for watching over them.

The boardwalk in Tununak gives a bit of an idea of the
snow in the air during the storm. The lower part of the
village lost electricity but not from the storm itself but
from the ice that shorted out a connection and blew a fuse.
The winds kept  a linesman from getting into the villlage
from Bethel, 140 miles away, making repairs impossible
for two days. Photo by Fr. Thomas G. Provinsal, S.J.


