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Some give by going to the Missions                 Some go by giving to the Missions            Without both there are no Missions

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA
1312 PEGER ROAD FAIRBANKS, ALASKA  99709
Phone: 907-374-9532  www.dioceseoffairbanks.org

Special Masses are offered throughout the year for
you and your intentions by our Missionary Priests.
Please pray that God may bless us and our work.

THE HISTORY OF THE MISSIONARY DIOCESE OF FAIRBANKS
                                       PART I:  ITS PRE-HISTORY: 1847-1962

 What is today the State of Alaska was “discovered” in July
1741 by Vitus Bering sailing under the Russian flag.  Over one hundred
years later, this land mass, known as “Russian America,” ceased to be,
in Catholic Church language, a “no-man’s land,” when Modeste Demers
was consecrated Bishop of Vancouver Island, in 1847,  and given
jurisdiction over that island and over all British and Russian possessions
as far north as “the glacial sea.”

The first Catholic missionary priest to enter northern Alaska was
a member of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, Fr. Jean Séguin.
Coming from Canada, he spent the winter 1862-63 at Fort Yukon.  In
1870, Oblate Fr. Emile Petitot visited Forth Yukon briefly.  Two years
later, Oblate Bishop Isidore Clut and Fr. Lecorre traveled to Fort Yukon
in hopes of establishing a permanent mission there.  They met with little
success.  In the summer of 1873, the two went down the Yukon River to
St. Michael, where they enjoyed a modest degree of evangelizing success.
Fr. Lecorre spent the winter of 1873-74 at St. Michael.  In the summer
of 1874, when he learned that Alaska was under the jurisdiction of the
bishop of Vancouver Island, he returned to Canada.

From July 1877 to July 1878, Charles J. Seghers, Bishop of
Vancouver Island, and Fr. Joseph M. Mandart, making Nulato their
headquarters, scouted out the general area and did limited   missionary
work.  On July 13, 1886, Seghers (now an archbishop), in company of
Jesuit Fathers Paschal Tosi and Aloysius J. Robaut, and that of a Catholic
layman, Frank Fuller, sailed from Victoria in hopes of reaching Nulato
via the Chilkoot Pass and the upper Yukon.  Archbishop Seghers’ intent
was to establish permanent missions at Nulato and in the general area.
On September 7th, the party arrived at Harper’s Place, a trading post in
Canada at the confluence of the Yukon and Stewart Rivers.   There it
was decided that the two priests would spend the winter at Harper’s,
while the archbishop and Fuller—recognized by now to be a man of
unsound mind  given to unpredictable behavior—would press on to Nulato.
By November 27th, the two, now traveling by dogsled and accompanied
by two Indian guides, had reached a point some 40 miles upriver from

         Editor’s Note:  The Missionary Diocese of Fairbanks was established on August 8, 1962.  Accordingly, now,
50 years later, it celebrates its golden jubilee.   This issue of The Alaskan Shepherd is devoted to the pre-history of
the Diocese.  The following issue will be devoted to its history as a Diocese.   I am most grateful to Father Louis L.
Renner, S.J., Alaska Catholic Church historian, for very graciously consenting to produce these two issues.

—Patty Walter

Archbishop Charles John Seghers:
The first member of the Catholic hierarchy

to enter northern Alaska:  1877-78, and 1886
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Nulato.  There they spent the night.  The next morning, while the
party prepared for the final leg of their journey, as the archbishop
bent over to pick up his mittens, Fuller, with the archbishop’s
rifle, fired a single shot into the stooping figure.  He died instantly.
To this day, Archbishop Charles John Seghers is venerated as
“the founder of the Alaska missions.”

When, upon entering Alaska in the spring of 1887, Fr.
Tosi learned of the death of Archbishop Seghers, he immediately
saw himself to be responsible, at least for the time being, for
ecclesiastical affairs in Alaska.  That summer, he made a trip to
the Pacific Northwest to consult with his Superior, Fr. Joseph
M. Cataldo, S.J., who formally appointed him Superior of the
Alaska Mission and charged him with the systematic development
of that mission.  In 1892, Fr. Tosi went to see Pope Leo XIII in
Rome, who was so moved by Tosi’s account of the status of the
Church in Alaska, that he then and there told him in their native
Italian, “Go and make yourself the Pope in those regions!”

On July 27, 1894, Alaska was officially separated from
the Diocese of Vancouver Island and made a Prefecture Apostolic
with Fr. Tosi as its Prefect Apostolic.  By the end of 1896, his
health began to fail noticeably.  In March 1897, Fr. Jean Baptiste
René, S.J., succeeded him as Prefect Apostolic.  On September
13, 1897, Fr. Tosi sailed from St. Michael for retirement in Juneau.
As the ship left the harbor, a salute of four guns was ordered as
a manifestation of the universal esteem in which he was held.  Fr.
Tosi died in Juneau on January 14, 1898, and lies buried there.

He was the first Catholic priest to die and be buried in Alaska.  It
was Fr. Tosi who founded the first mission in northern Alaska,
that at Nulato, in 1887.  And it was during his term as Prefect
Apostolic that the first mission among the Alaska Eskimos was
founded, at Tununak, on Nelson Island, by Fr. Joseph M. Tréca,
S.J., in 1889, the year after Fr. Robaut founded the Mission of the
Holy Cross on the lower Yukon, a mission and boarding school
staffed by Jesuit priests and Brothers and Sisters of St. Ann.

Fr. René , described as “a man of exceptional ability and
of academic accomplishments,” served as the third president of
Gonzaga College (now Gonzaga University), in Spokane,
Washington, prior to his becoming Prefect Apostolic.  His nine-
year sojourn in Alaska began in 1895, when he began to serve as
pastor of the Juneau parish and its dependent missions.  In his
dual role, that of Prefect Apostolic and General Superior of Jesuits
in Alaska, making Juneau his headquarters, he traveled widely
throughout Alaska.  He has the distinction of being the first priest
and the first Jesuit to visit Nome, which he did in August 1899,
two years before the Nome parish was founded, by Fr. Aloysius
Jacquet, S.J.  Relieved of his Alaskan responsibilities, he spent the
years 1904-15 teaching theology and Hebrew to Jesuit seminarians
at Gonzaga College.  On April 6, 1916, he died in the Jesuit novitiate
at Los Gatos, California.

On March 28 1904, Joseph R. Crimont, S.J.—after
serving for three years as president of Gonzaga College— was
appointed to succeed Fr. René as Prefect Apostolic of Alaska.  From
1904-07, he made Juneau his headquarters; then, for the years
1907-11, Fairbanks.  Thereafter, until the end of his life, it was
Juneau again.  During the winter months, he did much pastoral

Fr. Jean Baptiste René, S.J.:  The second Prefect
Apostolic of the Prefecture of Alaska:  1897-1904

Fr. Paschal Tosi, S.J.:
The first Prefect Apostolic of the

Prefecture Apostolic of Alaska:  1894-1897
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Dear Benefactors of the Diocese of Fairbanks,

A wise man named Elie Wiesel was asked this question:  “How do you find God?”  He
answered, “I do not know how, I know where—I find God in my fellow man.”  I find God here,
in the hallways and classrooms of the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks.  I see God in our parents,
our faculty & staff, our students, our priests, our board members, our benefactors, and in our
alumni.  We are connected to one another, celebrating the schools’ history, planning for the
years to come; committed to promoting academic excellence and nurturing a welcoming
compassionate Catholic community here at the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks where faith and
academics meet five days a week.

Quite recently, I had the difficult job of addressing our parents during our first “State of the Schools” address.  I say
“difficult,” because it was during this address that I had the opportunity to restate our strengths while offering a solution to meet the
challenges of educating our Catholic youth under the strain of a plunging economy and increased expenses.  The unpopular, but
entirely necessary, solution is an increase in tuition.  Even with the outstanding support the schools receive, we cannot meet our
expenses without this tuition increase.  And, though the increased tuition will greatly help, it will not help us address every expense
issue that our schools face.  It is the reality of our financial stresses that leads me to plea for additional help from you.  I wish I could
show you the faces of the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks.  You would see 497 students filled with determination, with knowledge, and
with faith.  I know we are an institution worth saving, worth working hard to make a success.  And, we have had great successes.

In 2010, the Northwest Accreditation Commission accredited our K-12 school.  The Catholic Schools of Fairbanks are on
the cutting edge of technology, particularly in regard to technology in student hands.  All classrooms have built-in computer projectors
and many have interactive white boards, which are used in classroom instruction.  We have three Mac labs in rolling carts and one
iPad lab provided by our Parent Teacher Organization and a federal grant.  Through Faith Based Initiative grant monies, the schools
are able to provide professional development for teachers here on site and by attendance at ASTE—Alaska Society of Technology
in Education.  Our goal is for technology to be integrated into lessons within each classroom, linking classrooms to the academic
center.  In addition, we have a technology specialist who is available to teachers throughout the day.  His presence and expertise is
essential to the integration of technology as he ensures the technology being used works as needed for teachers and students.  In
order to make sure we continue to be successful we must continue to fund technology advancements in our school.

At the high school we have partnered with the University of Fairbanks and have students taking college level courses on
campus—Japanese I and II and English 111 this year.  We have also partnered with the University of Portland PACE program to
bring young teachers who are committed to teaching in a Catholic School.

Until the 1980s, Immaculate Conception Grade School and Monroe Catholic High School employed a large number of
Religious, both men and women, and members of the Jesuit Volunteer Corps.  In the last 20 years, the JVC has turned its resources
to other areas, and there has been a significant decline in the number of Religious.  The Religious and the volunteers donated a
tremendous amount of time and energy at a very low cost.  The ongoing increases in educational costs—and they are considerable—
have gone largely to paying teachers and staff.  However, our dedicated teachers are paid far below the amount local public school
teachers receive.  We are committed to funding an increase in our teacher’s salaries.

Yes, your contributing to the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks will ensure that the schools will be able to pay for textbooks,
computer supplies, salaries, maintenance costs, and other costs associated with running a school.  Additionally, your donation will
help keep tuitions at affordable levels so that more families will be able to have the choice to educate their children in a Catholic
School.  Finally, you will be part of a tradition of giving—dating back sixty-six years, when the schools opened in the basement of
Immaculate Conception Church.

With great gratitude for your support,

Nancy Hanson
Director of the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks

The Catholic Schools of Fairbanks (CSF)

is composed of Immaculate Conception Elementary School (ICS) and

Monroe Catholic Junior-Senior High School(MCHS).

A Report on the Status of the Catholic Schools
of Fairbanks by Nancy Hanson,

Director of the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks



Date___________F12 SH02_2012
Bishop Kettler,
I want to help the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks by contributing to their operational fund to help
alleviate expenses.  AMOUNT OF GIFT: $____________
Name__________________________StreetNo._____________________________________
P.O.Box______________________________City_________________State_______Zip________
If donating by check please make payable to:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA    or CBNA
If donating by credit card: NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD: _________________________________
TYPE OF CARD (Visa, Master Card or Discover Cards only): VISA___     MASTER CARD___     DISCOVER___

One Time Only:(  )      Monthly:(  )      Quarterly:(  )      Twice A Year: (  )    Annually:(  )
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential): _________________________________
EXP  DATE:_________VCC # (Last three digits on back of card):______________________
PHONE:___________________EMAIL:_______________________________________

SIGNATURE: _________________________________________
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The Catholic Schools of Fairbanks are made
financially possible by a partnership of the following
groups:
   Families—we receive support not only through

tuition payments but also through volunteering within
the school.

   Diocese & Parishes—our parishes pay a subsidy
for each student parishioner attending our schools
and the Diocese appeals for funding for our schools
through its newsletter, The Alaskan Shepherd.
Additionally, we receive matching funds from
generous  Shepherd donors.

    Monroe Foundation, Inc.—through an auction
called HIPOW (Happiness is Paying Our Way)
and our annual Fr. McGuigan Appeal we are able
to bring in about $800,000 annually.

     Faculty & Staff—our dedicated staff of excellent
teachers works for much less than the local district.
In fact, the average salary here is $38,500, while
the starting salary of a teacher at the local district
is $44,600.  The Board of Directors has addressed
and made steps in increasing salaries the past 3
years, but we have a way to go in paying our
teachers what they justly deserve.

Over 90% of Monroe’s graduates go on to college.
Members of the Class of 2011 earned over $2 million
in college scholarships and grants.  Monroe alumni have
been and are teachers, school administrators, artists,
musicians, journalists, business owners, recognized by
Time Magazine’s 40 under 40 feature, professors,
college deans, nurses, doctors, Peace Corps & Jesuit
Volunteers, dentists, attorneys, CEOs, members of the
state and even national congresses, moms, dads, and
grandparents.



Date___________F01 SH02_2012
Bishop Kettler,
I want to help you and the  missionaries ministering in Northern Alaska to bring the Mass, the
Sacraments, religious education, and training to the widely-scattered Indian and Eskimo people of
Christ.  Please accept this donation to your General Fund and use it where most needed.
AMOUNT OF GIFT: $____________
Name__________________________StreetNo.____________________________________
P.O.Box______________________________City_________________State_______Zip________
If donating by check please make payable to:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA    or CBNA
If donating by credit card: NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD: _________________________________
TYPE OF CARD (Visa, Master Card or Discover Cards only): VISA___     MASTER CARD___     DISCOVER___

One Time Only:(  )      Monthly:(  )      Quarterly:(  )      Twice A Year: (  )    Annually:(  )
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential): _________________________________
EXP  DATE:_________VCC # (Last three digits on back of card):______________________
PHONE:___________________EMAIL:_______________________________________
SIGNATURE: _________________________________________

  Your first class 45¢ stamp donations
are greatly appreciated.

Find Box Tops coupons on hundreds of your favorite products.
Each Box Top coupon is worth 10¢ for our school.  Twice each
year, Box Tops will send a check to our school for each Box Tops
coupon redeemed, up to $20,000 each year.

CLIPPING BOX TOPS IS A GREAT WAY
TO HELP THE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

OF FAIRBANKS
Thank you for your 2010-2011

donations!  Your contributions along with the

students of Immaculate Conception Catholic

School, totaled 49,600 BOX TOPS--a gift to-

talling  $4,960.00 for the Catholic Schools of

Fairbanks!

Campbell’s labels are
also gratefully

accepted!
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For more information visit www.boxtops4education.com

Yes, please reserve _____copy(ies) of Illustrated History of the
Diocese of Fairbanks, 50th Anniversary Commemorative Issue
I am enclosing $25.00 for each book, which includes shipping.

*The book will be available to ship in June.
Please make checks payable to CBNA (Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska)

Credit Card purchases can be made by calling the Alaskan Shepherd Business Office at 907-374-9532.

Name______________________________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________
City____________________________State________Zip__________    2012 F67

   Illustrated History of the Diocese of Fairbanks
50th Anniversary Commemorative Issue
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NOVENA IN HONOR OF

THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS

To the friends and benefactors of the Missionary Diocese of
Fairbanks:  On each of the eight days preceding the Feast of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus and on the feast day itself, June
15th, (2012), a novena will be offered in honor of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus and for our benefactors and their intentions.
You are invited to submit petitions to be remembered during
the novena.  No offering is necessary.  Any received will be
used to support our ministries here in Northern Alaska.

You are also invited to join us on the novena days (June 7th through June
15th) inclusive by praying the following prayer:  O Most Sacred Heart of
Jesus, you said:  “Ask, and you shall receive; seek, and you shall find; knock,
and it shall be opened to you.”  With confidence in your loving, compassionate
Heart I come to you as the fountain of every blessing.  I ask you to make my
heart humble and holy like yours.  Grant me to live a holy life and to die a
happy death.  During this novena I humbly ask also for certain spiritual and
temporal favors:______________________________________________.

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on me!

Please remember the following petitions during
the Novena in honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus:

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
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work in the respective parishes.  During the summers, in his
capacity as Prefect Apostolic, he traveled extensively throughout
Alaska.

The years 1916 and 1917 were years of major importance
for both the Church in Alaska and for Fr. Crimont personally.  On
December 22, 1916, the Prefecture Apostolic of Alaska was raised
to the next highest ecclesiastical level, that of a Vicariate Apostolic;
and, on February 15, 1917, Fr. Crimont, was appointed Vicar
Apostolic of Alaska.  In St. James Cathedral, Seattle, on July 25,
1917, at the age of 59 years, he was consecrated a bishop. On his
coat of arms—bearing the motto: IN NOMINE JESU (“In the Name
of Jesus”)—Bishop Crimont placed the rose.  This he did to honor,
and to thank for personal favors received, Sister Therese of Lisieux,
whose canonization he was to witness in Rome in 1925.  It was
he who placed the Alaska missions under the patronage of St.
Therese, “the Little Flower.”  The rose has appeared on the coats
of arms of all subsequent bishops of northern Alaska.

As Vicar Apostolic of Alaska, Bishop Crimont, even though
he was getting along in years, continued to travel far and wide
throughout Alaska.  In 1937, he made another trip to Rome.  In an
audience with Pope Pius XII—who called Alaska “the hardest
mission”—the two compared ages, and found they were almost
of the same age.  That prompted the pope to say, “The ice preserves
you.”  But, recognizing that not even the ice of Alaska could preserve
him forever, Bishop Crimont, the following year, petitioned Rome
to give him a coadjutor with right of succession.  His petition was
granted.  In Spokane, on February 24, 1939, he consecrated Fr.
Walter J. Fitzgerald, S.J.—who had previously served as the

President of Gonzaga University and then as the Provincial of the
Oregon Province of the Society of Jesus—to be his coadjutor
bishop with right of succession.

    Bishop Crimont died in Juneau on May 20, 1945, and
was laid to rest in the crypt beneath the chapel at the Shrine of St.
Therese near Juneau.  At his death, the Governor of Alaska at the
time, Ernest Gruening, hailing Bishop Crimont as “a great man,”
ordered that flags throughout Alaska be flown at half-mast for
three days.

During the Crimont years, a considerable number of
parishes and missions came into being.  To mention but a few of
the major ones:  In 1904, Immaculate Conception parish in
Fairbanks was founded, by Fr. Francis M. Monroe, S.J.  In 1905,
the St. Mary’s Mission Boarding School at Akulurak, staffed by
Jesuit priests and Brothers and Ursuline Sisters opened.  The
orphanage at Pilgrim Hot Springs—likewise staffed by Jesuits and
Ursuline Sisters—flourished from 1918 to 1941.  The Hooper Bay
mission opened in 1928, with Fr. Francis M. Ménager, S.J., in
charge.  The mission on King Island was established in 1929, by
Fr. Bellarmine Lafortune, S.J.—who founded also the mission on
Little Diomede, in 1932.   Fr. William F. Walsh established the
mission at Kotzebue, in 1929.  The Bethel mission came into
permanent being in 1942, when Fr. Ménager took up station there.

As already mentioned, Fr. Walter J. Fitzgerald was
consecrated Bishop Crimont’s coadjutor on February 24, 1939.
For his motto he chose the Jesuit motto:  AD MAJOREM DEI
GLORIAM (“For the Greater Glory of God”).  As coadjutor bishop,
he made Fairbanks his headquarters, out of which he traveled
extensively to familiarize himself with Alaska’s northern regions.
Already during his first year as bishop, he traveled by plane, boat,
and dogsled thousands of miles to visit and confirm in dozens of

Bishop Joseph Raphael Crimont, S.J.:

The third Prefect Apostolic of the Prefecture of Alaska:

1904-1917. The first Vicar Apostolic

of the Vicariate of Alaska:  1917-1945

Bishop Walter James Fitzgerald, S.J.:   Coadjutor Vicar

Apostolic of the Vicariate of Alaska:  1939-1945.  Vicar

Apostolic of the Vicariate of Alaska:  1945-1947
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We want to thank in a special way those of you who have included the Catholic Bishop of Northern
Alaska (our legal title) in your bequests and wills, and those of you who, at the time of the deaths
of dear ones, have suggested that in their memory contributions be made to the Missions of North-
ern Alaska or to the Alaskan Shepherd Endowment Fund.A suggested wording: “I give, devise and be-
queath to the Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska, 1312 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska...”

“We are blessed to have so many supporters who make our work possible. I want to especially thank those of you who
remember us in your prayers. Donations provide tangible benefits, but the power of prayer and the Lord’s grace is our
bedrock. Thank you with all our hearts.” --Bishop Donald J. Kettler

villages many hundreds of people.  On June 21, 1944, he confirmed
17 “youngsters” on King Island.  He was to be the sole bishop to
visit that island.  There, and elsewhere, he found “the Eskimos are
wonderfully fine people.” Referring to the missionaries in northern
Alaska, he said, on his nationwide begging tours:  “Those men up
there, they are the real heroes in that bleak and desolate land.  They
are spiritual giants and I feel very small, when I meet them.”

Upon the death of Bishop Crimont, on May 29, 1945,
Bishop Fitzgerald automatically became Vicar Apostolic of Alaska.
As such, he made his headquarters in Juneau.  He was, at that
time, still a relatively young man, only in his early 60s.  However,
by then, he was a worn out, ailing man.  His many travels, and his
life as a self-described “peripatetic mendicant missionary,” had
taken their toll.  He died in Seattle, on July 19, 1947.  He lies buried
in the Jesuit cemetery at Mount St. Michael’s, Spokane,
Washington.

The rather premature death of Bishop Fitzgerald left the
Vicariate of Alaska without a top ecclesiastical leader.  Thereupon,
his Chancellor, Fr. James U. Conwell, S.J., was appointed “Vicar
Delegate,” and, as such bridged the gap, the “interregnum,” between
Bishop Fitzgerald’s death and the appointment of his successor.
On April 5, 1948, in St. Aloysius Church, Spokane, Fr. Francis D.
Gleeson, S.J., was consecrated bishop and became the third—
and the last—Vicar Apostolic of all of Alaska.  For his motto, he
chose ADVENIAT REGNUM TUUM (“Thy Kingdom Come”).
As did his predecessors, so Bishop Gleeson, too, made Juneau his
headquarters—this, however, for only three years.  When the
Diocese of Juneau—comprising, at the time, 70,800 square miles,
taking in Alaska’s Panhandle and much of south central Alaska—
was created, on June 23, 1951, he, as Vicar Apostolic of the rest
of Alaska, moved to Fairbanks.

By 1951, Bishop Gleeson was familiar with the territory
under his jurisdiction and its needs, both spiritual and temporal.
New mission churches were built; dilapidated ones replaced.  In
early August 1951, St. Mary’s Mission and Boarding School was
moved from Akulurak to its new site on the Andreafsky River.
The Little Sisters of Jesus were welcomed into the Vicariate and
built Fraternities:   in Nome, in 1952; and on Little Diomede Island,
in 1954. That same year, at Barrow, Fr. Thomas P. Cunningham,
S.J., established St. Patrick’s Mission.  In 1956, ever a strong
supporter of Catholic education, Bishop Gleeson had the
satisfaction of seeing Copper Valley School come into being.  This
dream of a college preparatory school in the wilds of Alaska for
primarily Alaskan Natives was dreamt by Fr. John R. Buchanan,
S.J., and made a concrete reality by Fr. James C. Spils, S.J.,“God’s
builder.”  Throughout the years of its existence, this school was
staffed by Jesuits and Sisters of St. Ann—and by numerous lay
volunteers, members of what developed into the Jesuit Volunteer

Corps.  Bishop Gleeson proved to be a strong supporter and
promoter of the Corps.  On September 2, 1956, he was “celebrant
at an outdoor Mass on the new Monroe High School grounds on
the occasion of its dedication.”

As Bishop Gleeson moved into his second decade as a
bishop, several major changes were about to take place in his life,
both as a citizen of the Territory of Alaska and as Vicar Apostolic
of the Vicariate of Alaska.  On January 3, 1959, Alaska became the
49th state of the union; and, on August 8, 1962, the Vicariate of
Alaska became the Diocese of Fairbanks—and he, to no one’s
surprise, became its first Ordinary, became the first Bishop of
Fairbanks.  He was installed as such on February 21, 1963.

 —Fr. Louis L. Renner, S.J

Bishop Francis Doyle Gleeson, S.J.:  Last Vicar

Apostolic of the Vicariate of Alaska:  1948-1962

First Bishop of the Diocese of Fairbanks:  1962-1968


