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Some give by going to the Missions                    Some go by giving to the Missions                  Without both there are no Missions

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA
1312 PEGER ROAD FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99709
Phone:  907-374-9532  www.dioceseoffairbanks.org

Special Masses are offered throughout the year for you 
and your intentions by our Missionary Priests.

Please pray that God may bless us and our work.

THE DIOCESE OF FAIRBANKS CELEBRATES 50 YEARS

Local and visiting liturgical ministers about to enter Sacred 
Heart Cathedral in Fairbanks to celebrate the 50th Anniversary 
Mass of Thanksgiving Sunday, August 12, 2012.
(JR Ancheta/CNS)

On August 12, 2012, as temperatures climbed to an 
unusual 75°, parishioners and visitors filled Sacred Heart 
Cathedral’s pews to overflowing.  The Cathedral’s social 
hall too filled to accommodate the rapidly growing 
number of people.   An impressive line formed across 
the length of Sacred Heart Cathedral’s parking lot.  The 
line included:  2 archbishops, 5 bishops, 21 priests, 14 
sisters, 2 brothers, 7 deacons and their wives, the Knights 
of Columbus, ceremonial gift bearers, and seven specially 
chosen acolytes, all gathered to process in to Mass and to 
help the diocese celebrate.  

The diocese, which includes 46 parishes, was 
officially established on Aug. 8, 1962, by Blessed Pope 
John XXIII.  The Catholic Church’s presence in Fairbanks 
began in 1904 with the arrival of the first Jesuit priest, 
Father Francis M. Monroe.
 Preparations for the anniversary celebration 

began with the forming of a committee, led by Diocesan 
Chancellor Robert Hannon, to help coordinate the grand 
event.  Committee members included:  Sr. Dorothy Giloley, 
S.S.J., Gerrie Jauhola, Fr. Clint Landry, Deborah Leibee, 
Madeline Nance, David Schienle, Teresa Chepoda-Usibelli, 
Patty Walter, and Pat Welborn.  Diocesan Liturgist and 
Urban Native Ministries Director, Sr. Josephine Aloralrea, 
O.S.U., was also instrumental in planning the Eucharistic 
Celebration. 
 One of the committee’s immediate actions was to 
undertake the publishing of a commemorative book.  The 
foundation for A Journey Through 50 Years of Faith, Hope, 
and Love, is based upon A Brief Illustrated History of the 
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Bishop Donald Kettler of Fairbanks in the opening 
procession for the 50th Anniversary Mass of 
Thanksgiving, Sunday, August 12, 2012, at Sacred 
Heart Cathedral in Fairbanks.  Below, Heather Jack 
carries in a Kenuraq (Ancient Yup’ik oil lamp) believed 
to be 2000 years old.   (JR Ancheta/CNS)

Diocese of Fairbanks, written in commemoration of our 
Jubilee Celebration, in 2000.  The original book was made 
possible by Betty Johnson, Madeleine Betz, and Fr. Louis 
L. Renner, S.J.  (The original committee members were:  
Ann Wellman, Judy & George Plucinski, Janice Dosch 

and Diane Bongiovanni.)
 The planning sessions reaped a cornucopia of 
wonderful ideas; ways to celebrate the passing of half of a 
century in grand style with lots of regalia.  However, the 
reality of being part of a missionary diocese, with limited 
funding, prompted the committee to quickly streamline 
their ideas into practical and meaningful goals.
 The committee broke the celebration duties 
into the following categories: book publishing and 
advertising, invitations and hospitality, public relations, 
transportation, liturgy, and reception…and then they got 
to work!
 All public relations, news releases and 
coordinating of all meetings and updates fell to 
Chancellor Robert Hannon.  Sr. Dorothy Giloley, S.S.J., 
would become our event photographer.
 Advertising, writing, editing, and publishing 
fell to committee members:  David Schienle, Diocesan 
Archivist and Desktop Publishing; Peggy Frank, Diocesan 
Grant Writer; Patty Walter, The Alaskan Shepherd Editor 
and Director of Fundraising, and Editor and Historian, 
Fr. Louis L. Renner, S.J.
 In conjunction with the festivity planning, Bishop 
Donald J. Kettler, also celebrating his 10th Anniversary 
as Bishop of Fairbanks, wanted to find a way to bring 
together for a joint celebration the parishioners in his 

diocese and benefactors outside his diocese.  He invited 
parishioners and benefactors and friends to write on small 
wooden “prayer squares” their name and their special 
petition or message. The response, from near and far, 
was beyond expectations.  Soon this big cross was coated 

with little wooden “prayer squares,” over 2600 
of them.  For public viewing, this cross, this 
Anniversary Cross of Thanksgiving--blessed 
by Bishop Kettler at a special dedication 
ceremony held on March 3, 2012--was on 
display in Sacred Heart Cathedral, Fairbanks, 
throughout the anniversary year 2012.
 Bishop Kettler also invited parishioners 
and benefactors to pray the annual novena 
in honor of our patroness of the missions of 
Alaska, St. Therese, “The Little Flower.”  Bishop 
Kettler wanted to honor St. Therese in a special 
way with individual rose dedications.  The 

appeal went out in June to Alaskan benefactors and to 
diocesan supporters.  The response has been greater than 
we could have imagined.  We have received nearly 800 rose 
dedications.  The novena will begin on September 23 and 
will end on the Feast of St. Therese, October 1.  On each of 
these days, a Mass will be offered for our friends and for 
their needs and petitions.  The roses will be on display in 

Sacred Heart Cathedral, Fairbanks, through October 1st, 
the feast day of St. Therese. 
 Additionally, historical articles were submitted by 
Fr. Louis L. Renner, S.J., and were published in a two-part 
series in The Alaskan Shepherd, helping to further inform 
our dear benefactors, to whom our gratitude is great 
indeed, about the diocese’s anniversary celebration.
 Committee member and former Office Manager 
of The Alaskan Shepherd, Pat Welborn, worked together 
with Bishop Kettler’s secretary, Gerrie Jauhola, to compile 
a list of all employees past and present over the last 50 
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Assistant National Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies, 
Monsignor Robert Fuhrman, journeyed to Fairbanks for the 
celebration, celebrating a rich missionary history with Catholics 
here, and giving thanks for the continuing missionary presence 
and work.  (JR Ancheta/CNS)

years.  Invitations went out to over 400 people.  As the 
RSVPs began arriving, Pat had her hands full, answering 
emails, booking hotel rooms, and answering the variety of 
questions posed by potential visitors and past employees 
to the diocese.  
 Transportation duties fell to Development 
Associate Teresa Chepoda-Usibelli.  Beyond arranging 
transportation for guests 
to include picking them 
up from the airport and 
arranging delivery to and 
from weekend events, 
Teresa also put together a 
historic bus tour that was 
to take visitors to the five 
local Catholic parishes.  
The Pontifical Mission 
Societies reported this 
telling of the bus tour:
August 11, 2012 – A Bus 
Ride for Faith

 Three 
stops — three faith 
communities.  That’s what some gathered for 
the celebrations in the Diocese of Fairbanks, 
Alaska, experienced aboard a parish bus tour 
on Saturday, August 11.  Doris Benavides of 
The Tidings (Archdiocese of Los Angeles), 
who is covering the weekend for the Pontifical 
Mission Societies, was on board – and finding 
mission links throughout the journey.

Stop one:   the “white church,” 

Immaculate Conception Church – the 
only building painted white in Fairbanks’ 
downtown area and  one of the oldest faith 
communities in the diocese.   The church 
is among nine parishes that form what is 
popularly known as the “road system” or 
the “urban system”; that is, the parishes 
that may be accessed by car.   Founded in 
1904 in connection with the “Gold Rush” by 
Jesuit Father Francis Monroe, Immaculate 
Conception has a membership of 350 families, 
about 1,000 individuals.   Small in size, it is 
large in the amount of activities held every 
week – Saturday afternoon soup kitchen, 
numerous Sacraments (mainly weddings, 
and Baptisms), plus the daily Masses. It 
also has an extensive outreach program to 
support homeless youth, the elderly sick and 
others.  Tourists abound here during summer 
months when most of the weddings take 
place, noted its pastor, Father Fred Bayler, 
a former Marine who was ordained a priest 
in 2009.   While most of the stained glass 
windows at Immaculate Conception Church 

were created by 
artists of years past, 
two are by modern- 
day stained glass 
artist Judy Killian–-
who was also on 
board the bus.   The 
theme of those 
windows:   the 
active involvement 
of women in this 
missionary church.

Next stop:   
the North Pole--
the town of North 
Pole, Alaska, that 
is!   St. Nicholas 
Church, just a few 

blocks from “Santa’s House” (a permanent 
Christmas store where a real Santa and 
reindeers greet visitors year round), was 
built some two decades ago, and is the largest 
parish in the diocese, with 400 registered 
families and more than 1,100 individuals – 
including some 500 children.   It’s a “young 
and vibrant” parish, says its pastor, Father 

The priests of the Yukon Kuskokwim Delta.  Left to Right:  Fr. Thomas G. 
Provinsal, S.J., Fr. Gregg D. Wood, S.J., Fr. Charles J. Peterson, S.J., Fr. 
Theodore E. Kestler, S.J., and Fr. Stanislaus Jaszek.  (JR Ancheta/CNS)
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1)  Diocesan Bus Tour.  2)  St. Nicholas Church, North Pole, Alaska.  3) St. Raphael Grotto.  4)  Nativity display at St. Nicholas 
Church.  5)  Fr. Mike Martin, C.S.P., and Betty Johnson outside of St. Raphael’s parish.  6)  Gloria Slagle holds a ceremonial Yup’ik 
oil lamp, believed to be 2000 years old.  7) Sr. Helen Brennan, S.P., speaks of her former days within the diocese.  8) St. Raphael 
Parish, Fairbanks.  9)  Bus Tour participants load and head to the University of Alaska Fairbanks.     
        --Photos courtesy of Sr. Dorothy Giloley, S.S.J.
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1)  Diocesan Bus Tour stopping for 
lunch at the University of Alaska, 
Fairbanks.  2)  Bishop Edward 
Burns and Archbishop Roger 
Schwietz, O.M.I., present Bishop 
Donald Kettler with a photo of 
him celebrating, with the Alaskan 
Bishops, at the Basilica of St. John 
Lateran in Rome.  3) Fr. Ross Tozzi 
poses with his mother Domenica 
and his father Ezio who came to 
help celebrate the diocese’s 50th 
Anniversary. 4) Participants on 
the diocesan Bus Tour pose for a 
photo at the end of the tour in front 
of the Kobuk Center. 5)  Bishop 
Kettler’s staff presented him with 
this caricature of the past bishops of 
Alaska.  The drawing is the work of 
caricaturist, Rob Maystead.
--Photos courtesy of Sr. Dorothy 
Giloley, S.S.J.

2



We want to thank, in a special way, those of you who have included the Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska 
(our legal title) in your bequests and wills, and those of you who, at the time of the deaths of dear ones, have 
suggested that in their memory contributions be made to the Missions of Northern Alaska or to the Alaskan 
Shepherd Endowment Fund.  A suggested wording:  “I give, devise and bequeath to the Catholic Bishop of 
Northern Alaska, 1312 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska...”

“We are blessed to have so many supporters who make our work 
possible.  I want to especially thank those of you who remember 
us in your prayers.  Donations provide tangible benefits, but 
the power of prayer and the Lord’s grace is our bedrock.  
Thank you with all our hearts.”   
                                  --Bishop Donald J. Kettler
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 Yes, please send _____copy(ies) of A Kindly Providence, written by Father Louis L. Renner, S.J.     
 _____I am enclosing $35.00 for each book, which includes shipping.  2012 REN KP F921

 Yes, please send _____copy(ies) of Alaskana Catholica, written by Father Louis L. Renner, S.J. 
  _____I am enclosing $85.00 for each book, which includes shipping.    2012 REN AC F92

_____I am enclosing $120.00 for BOTH books, which include shipping.
Name_____________________________________________________Street No.____________________________

PO BOX_______________________City_______________________________________Zip__________________
If paying by check please make payable to:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA OR CBNA
If paying by credit card:  NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD:____________________________________
TYPE OF CARD:    VISA_____  MASTERCARD_____  DISCOVER _____
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential):____________________________________________________
EXP DATE____________________VCC # (Last three digits on back of card):______________________________
PHONE:________________________EMAIL_______________________________________________________
SIGNATURE:_________________________________________________________________________________ 
2012 REN KP F921

Alaskana Catholica (“A 
unique gift, whether to give or to 
receive”) is a reference work in 
the format of an encyclopedia.  It 
offers its readers something more 
than mere bare-bones reference 
data and Who’s Who-s.  Moreover, 
some entries have a story about 
the given entry’s subject attached 
to them.   Some have a “tapestry” 
woven out of a series of quotations 
from the mission diary of the given 

place attached to them.  These stories and tapestries 
give readers a kind of “you are there” experience, of 
being present at an event of the past or at a place remote 

to them.   

--Alaskana Catholica, in hardcover, spans 702 pages 
including close to 400 illustrations.

A Kindly Providence, An Alaskan 
Missionary’s Story,  is a comprehensive and 
richly illustrated autobiography.  Fr. Louis L. Renner, 
S.J., a dedicated missionary in Alaska for 40 years, 
tells a compelling story of a full and fascinating life 
of service to the people and the Church in northern 
Alaska, a great land of natural beauties, challenging 

elements, and vast wilderness regions.
 Beautifully, Fr. Renner interweaves the everyday lives of the 
people and the Church as he experienced them first hand as a scholar, a 
teacher, a “bush missionary,” and ever the Jesuit priest.  In the course 
of his long years in Alaska, among other ministries, he taught German 
and Latin at the University of Alaska Fairbanks, edited the Catholic 
newsletter The Alaskan Shepherd, and had the pastoral care of two 
different Indian villages on the middle Yukon River.  For his scholarly 
writings, Tony Knowles, the governor of Alaska presented him with 
the  “2002 Governor’s Award for Friend of the Humanities.” 

 --A Kindly Providence, in softcover, 
spans 583 pages including some 80  illustrations.
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         Date_______________F01  SH05_2012
Bishop Kettler,
I want to help you and the missionaries ministering in Northern Alaska to bring the Mass, the Sacraments, 
religious education, and training, to the widely-scattered Indian and Eskimo people of Christ.  Please accept 
this donation to your General Fund and use it where most needed.    Amount of Gift $__________________

Name____________________________________________Street No.____________________________
PO BOX_______________________City_______________________________Zip__________________
If donating by check please make payable to:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA OR CBNA
If donating by credit card:  NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD:___________________________
TYPE OF CARD: VISA_____  MASTERCARD_____  DISCOVER _____
One Time Only:  (   ) Monthly:  (    )     Quarterly:  (    ) Twice A Year:  (    ) Annually:  (    )
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential):_____________________________________________
EXP DATE____________________VCC # (Last three digits on back of card):_______________________
PHONE:________________________EMAIL________________________________________________
SIGNATURE:__________________________________________________________________________

Yes, please send ____copy(ies) of A JOURNEY THROUGH 50 YEARS OF FAITH, HOPE, AND LOVE, 
A Commemorative 50th Anniversary Issue.  I am enclosing $30.00 for each book, which includes shipping.

Yes, please send ____set(s) of Our Lady of the Arctic Snows Christmas cards (limited supply.)  
I am enclosing $10.00 for each set of 12 cards and envelopes, which includes shipping.

Yes, please send ____ Commemorative Anniversary Pin.  
I am enclosing $5.00 for each pin, which includes shipping.

Name__________________________________________________________ 
Street No.____________________________PO BOX____________________
City_______________________________Zip__________________________
If paying by check please make payable to:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA OR CBNA.  If 
paying by credit card:  NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD:
___________________________________________________________________________
TYPE OF CARD:  VISA_____  MASTERCARD_____  DISCOVER _____
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential):___________________________________
EXP DATE_________________VCC # (Last three digits on back of card):________________
PHONE:___________________EMAIL___________________________________________
SIGNATURE________________________________________________       2012 HIST50 F67

Your first class 45¢ stamp 
donations are greatly appreciated.

Thank you for your 2011-2012 donations!  Your contributions, along 
with those from the students of Immaculate Conception Grade School, 

totaled 67,786 BOX TOPS--a gift of $6,778.60 to the Catholic Schools of 
Fairbanks!  Twice each year, Box Tops will send a check to our school 

awarding 10¢ for each Box Top, up to $20,000 each year.

The School has a Campbell Soup Label balance of 11,444 POINTS!  Those 
points will help the school purchase items for art, athletics, and academics.

$30

$10 Set of 
12 Cards

$5 Pin
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1) Sr. Josephine Aloralrea, O.S.U., Sr. Kateri Mitchell, S.S.A.,  Sr.    Frieda Raab, S.S.A. 2) Maria Boyscout  3)  Deacon Peter Boyscout proclaims the 
Gospel in Yup’ik.  4)  Louise Britton sings Caprilnguq Atamta, the Offertory Song.  5)  Bishop Donald Kettler blesses the altar using Native ayuq and 
a feather to incense.  6)  Hanna Zerr reads a petition during the Prayers of the Faithful while the congregation responds, “Hear Our Prayer, O A-ta-
ne-maa.”  7)  Deacon Louie Andrews, using a birch bowl, feather, and ayuq, (an Eskimo tea leaf used as incense) blesses the congregation.  8)The 
Diocesan Music Group and Athabaskan singers, coordinated by Gloria Slagle and Lucas Clooten:  Pianists, Deanna Pauley and Nathan Bowder; 
Organist, Samuel Jones; Upright Bass, Steve Heckman; Guitar, Andy Angaiak; Yup’ik/Čupik Drummers, Daniel Angaiak, Lorita Clough and Ben 
Crew; Hawaiian Ipu, Deanna Combest; Cantor Soloists:  Mike Brose, Julie Rafferty and Louise Britton.
         --Photos courtesy of Sr. Dorothy Giloley, S.S.J.

6

7
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1) The Tanana Native Dancers, led by Donna Folger,  perform for Anniversary attendees.  2)  Florence & Harold Esmailka.  
3)  Winnie Atwood.  4)  Florence Keyse.  5)  Sam Demientieff.  6)  Andy Angaiak.  7)  Sr. Josephine Aloralrea, O.S.U.  
8)  Marie Yaska.  9)  The gravesite of Bishop Francis D. Gleeson, S.J.  10) Archbishop Roger Schwietz, O.M.I., Bishop 
Donald J. Kettler, and Bishop Paul Swain visit the grave-sites of past bishops and priests of the Diocese of Fairbanks.  11)  
A Native story-telling panel, moderated by Chancellor Robert Hannon, included:  Winnie Atwood, Poldine Carlo, Sam 
Demientieff, Andy Angaiak, Florence Keyse, Florence Esmailka, Harold Esmailka, and Sr. Josephine Aloralrea, O.S.U.
         --Photos courtesy of Sr. Dorothy Giloley, S.S.J.
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Fourth Degree Knight of Columbus, Joe Belvrin listens 
to Bishop Kettler’s homily during the 50th Anniversary 
Mass of Thanksgiving Sunday August 12, 2012, in 
Sacred Heart Cathedral in Fairbanks. Belvrin was 
among the 650 faithful in attendance.  (JR Ancheta/
CNS)

Robert Fath.  A new pastoral center, opened 
in January, is home to conference rooms and 
classrooms used by the different ministries, 
all for outreach to the local community.

At the third parish on the tour – St. 
Raphael – visitors were greeted by a 
crucifix with Jesus, His hand lifted 
above His head, rather than stretched 
out on the cross; it is a creation of 
local ice sculptor Steve Brice.  Other 
art pieces donated by parishioners 
can be seen around the building, 
including a framed face of Jesus made 
out of various types of wood and a 
Yup’ik oil lamp made of stone that 
could have been created 2,000 years 
ago.  Surrounded by a neighborhood 
located in a dense forest, the church 
ministers to the sick and poor in 
keeping loyal to its motto, “Helping, 
healing and hospitality with God.” 

Three different stops, three 
different parish communities – one 
bus ride, and one faith joining us as “one 
family in mission.”

A great multitude of generous volunteers came 
together to make the Anniversary Mass of celebration 
a memorable event.  The Eucharistic Celebration was 

touched throughout with special homages to our rich 
Native culture.
 The Mass began with singing a “Call to Gathering” 
song, Tarvauq Song sung by the Athabaskan Singers, and 
was followed by Veni Sancte Spiritus, led by Gloria Slagle, 
Lucas Clooten, and the Diocesan Music Group.

 

An ancient Yup’ik oil lamp, believed to be 2000 years old, 
was carried in procession by Heather Jack.  The lamp is 
from the village of Stebbins.  The oil lamp has special 
meaning to Yup’ik people throughout time; an oil lamp 
was often synonymous with life.
 Readings took place in Spanish, Tagalog, Yup’ik, 

Athabaskan, and English.  While the 
Gospel Acclamation was sung, Deacon 
Louie Andrews, using a birch bowl, 
feather, and ayuq, (an Eskimo tea leaf 
used as incense) smudged the Book of 
Gospels.
 During the Prayers of the Faithful, 
the congregation responded  Hear Our 
Prayer, O A-ta-ne-maa, which is Yup’ik 
for Lord.  And the Offertory Song, 
Caprilnguq Atamta (Accept Almighty 
Father these gifts of bread and wine…) 
was sung by Louise Britton.

 One of the most inspirational parts 
of the Mass came with the recessional, 

which was highlighted with a spirited display of Native 
dancing.  The Pontifical Mission Societies webpage, www.
onefamilyinmission.org shared this reflection about the 
Anniversary:
August 12, 2012 – Mission:   History and Celebration:  



“Anniversaries are catalysts for memories, for reflections, for 
giving thanks and for looking to the future.”   This formed 
part of the message that Bishop Donald Kettler of Fairbanks 
offered to those gathered August 12 in Sacred Heart Cathedral 
for a Mass of Thanksgiving for the 50th anniversary of that 
Alaskan diocese.   Announced with ringing bells heard for 
miles throughout the surrounding area, the 
Mass was followed by a colorful celebration that 
included a barbecue lunch, historical diocesan 
slideshow, and a Native panel discussion.   

The Diocese of Fairbanks, the 
largest in Alaska (covering about 410,000 
square miles, some two-thirds of the 
state), remains the only U.S. diocese still 
dependent on the Congregation for the 
Evangelization of Peoples, funded in part 
by the generosity of Catholics through the 
Pontifical Mission Societies.

Bishop Kettler concelebrated 
Mass with visiting prelates from 
Anchorage, Baker, Seattle, Juneau, 
Spokane and Sioux Falls.   Readings were done in 
Spanish, Tagalog, Yup’ik and Athabaskan; at the 
end of the Mass, a procession of representatives of 
the different native cultures led the community – 
more than 750 faithful – in exiting the church.

The occasion also offered the opportunity 
to celebrate Bishop Kettler’s 10 years as Bishop of 
Fairbanks – and the 125 years of the presence of 
Jesuits and other missionaries.

Once living among the Natives or coming 
as frequent visitors, the four Jesuit priests serving 
the diocese today work with Yup’ik Eskimo villages 
along the Yukon River and try to find innovative 
ways to promote vocations and develop leadership.  
In a conversation with Doris Benavides of The 
Tidings, who covered the celebrations in Fairbanks 
for the Pontifical Mission Societies, as well as 
Catholic News Service, Jesuit Fathers Ted Kestler, 
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Charles “Chuck” Peterson, Gregg Wood and Tom 
Provinsal concurred that today the priority of the 
Catholic Church in the “bush villages,” or remote 
Native communities only accessible by plane or 
boat, is the promotion of vocations and catechetical 
formation and training of lay people. 

“We are hungry for more knowledge of 
Christ,” said Maria Boyscout, wife of Deacon 
Peter Boyscout.   (The Eskimo Deacon Program, 
co-founded by Father Peterson in the early 1970s, 
set the tone for deacon programs in the rest of the 
United States.   It, along with a Native Ministry 
Training Program, created to serve the needs of the 
people in their own environment, are still available 
and strong, but limited by budget constraints and 
shortage of priests.)

The Yup’ik leaders said the shortage of 
priests serving the “bush” villages is taking a toll on 
their communities, where many people do not know 
where to turn when spiritual direction is needed. 
One or two months could go by without the visit of 
any priest. 

“Sometimes you have to gather something 
spiritual by yourself,” added Maria, co-founder of 
a Bible group for women.  The mother of 10 shared 
how the Yup’iks are traditionally spiritual people 
who hunger for knowledge of the Word and the 
Catholic teachings.

Monsignor Robert Furhman, assistant 

Deacon Paul Perreault prepares the Gifts before the 
Liturgy of the Eucharist during at the 50th Anniversary 
Mass of Thanksgiving, Sunday, August 12, 2012, in Sacred 
Heart Cathedral in Fairbanks, Alaska.  Andrew Walter, 
acolyte, assists.  Below, Native dancers recess out of Sacred 
Heart Cathedral.  (JR Ancheta/CNS)
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Deacon Peter Boyscout displays the Gospel to the faithful 
during the 50th Anniversary Mass of Thanksgiving 
Sunday, August 12, 2012, in Sacred Heart Cathedral in 
Fairbanks, Alaska. Deacon Boyscout read the Gospel in 
the Čupik language.  (JR Ancheta/CNS)

director of the Pontifical Mission Societies, in 
Fairbanks for this missionary celebration, echoed 
the need for faith and leadership formation in this 
mission church.   “We only live one time and it’s 
a tragedy to never experience the joy of faith,” he 
said.

Monsignor  Fuhrman said he was amazed 
by the hunger for the Sacraments he saw in 
Fairbanks, where more priests are needed to serve 
the underserved communities who live almost in 
isolation in remote areas only accessible by boat or 
plane.   Help from the Pontifical Mission Societies 
is essential, when only nine of the 46 parishes in 
the vast diocese are self-sufficient.   Monsignor 
Fuhrman encouraged support – through prayer 
and sacrifice – for the needs of mission churches 
like Fairbanks and others worldwide through the 
Pontifical Mission Societies.
Madeline Nance, former Director of Family Life and past coordinator of an annual Diocesan gathering 

called Fireweed Festival, was asked to head the reception committee.  Madeline coordinated the barbecue, the 
entertainment, and supervised the set-up and tear-down of the entire event that followed the Mass at 10am.  After 
the Mass, a special ceremony at neighboring Pioneer Park Civic Center offered parishioners and visitors the 
opportunity to gather socially and partake in a variety of events that included: viewing a presentation compiled by 
David Schienle and Patty Walter.  The presentation relayed the Diocese of Fairbanks throughout the past 100 years 
through a series of slides detailing past missions and past prelates.  A special gathering of distinguished Native 
people, (Poldine Carlo, Winnie Atwood, Marie Yaska, Sr. Josephine Aloralrea, O.S.U.,  Sam Demientieff, Andy 
Angaiak, Florence Keyse, and Florence and Harold Esmailka) was moderated by Robert Hannon.  The panelists 
shared their experience with the Catholic Church; many had grown up in Catholic boarding schools, miles away 
from their parents. The celebration began at noon with a barbecue at Pioneer Park Civic Center and at about 
4pm it wrapped up with dancing by the Tanana Native Dancers, led by Donna Folger, and an ice-cream social.  
The day ended with a visit to the Birch Hill Cemetery where Jesuit Bishops Francis Gleeson, Robert Whelan, 
and Michael Kaniecki; and Fathers Joseph Stolz, and Francis McGuigan, S.J., are buried.  Bishop Kettler blessed 
memorial wreaths at the close of the celebration and traveled with a delegation of parishioners and visitors to lay 
these memorials at the gravesite in Birch Hill Cemetery.  

The Diocese of Fairbanks 
faithful gather for a 
barbecue lunch reception 
after celebrating the 50th 
Anniversary Mass of 
Thanksgiving of the Diocese 
of Fairbanks Sunday, 
August, 12, 2012, at Pioneer 
Park in Fairbanks, Alaska. 
The reception included a 
barbecue lunch, historical 
diocesan slideshow, and a 
Native panel discussion - 
and a celebration cake!  (JR 
Ancheta/CNS)


