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  Some give by going to the Missions     Some go by giving to the Missions               Without both there are no Missions

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA
1312 PEGER ROAD FAIRBANKS, ALASKA  99709

Phone: 907-374-9532  www.dioceseoffairbanks.org

Special Masses are offered throughout the year for 
you and your intentions by our Missionary Priests. 
Please pray that God may bless us and our work.

Kateri Tekakwitha
A Saint For the People of Alaska

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
    It is not everyday one gets to stand in St. Peter’s Square 
with thousands of fellow Catholics to participate in a 
canonization. However, that is what I and 16 parishioners 
from our diocese experienced in 2012.
    As you know, the Holy Father made Kateri Tekakwitha a 
saint on Sunday October 21. Benedict XVI also canonized 
six other Catholics including Sr. Marianne Cope, O.S.F., 
who ministered to Hawaiian lepers on the island of Molokai, 
and Pedro Calungsod, a young Filipino migrant.
    Pilgrims from our diocese joined 
Anchorage Archbishop Roger L. Schwietz, 
O.M.I., and 40 other pilgrims from the 
Anchorage Archdiocese and Diocese of 
Juneau for the ceremony. Many of these 
pilgrims journeyed on to Lourdes where 
they encountered the a�ermath of a 
terrible �ood that swallowed part of the 
grotto where Our Lady �rst appeared to 
St. Bernadette. However, I missed that 
challenging event as I returned to the 
diocese the day following the canonization.
    It was a wonderful trip for many 
reasons. It was my �rst opportunity to 
witness a canonization. Sharing the event 
with so many from across our state made 
it especially memorable, many of them 

Alaska Natives.
    �e canonization took place at the beginning of the 
Sunday liturgy celebrated by Pope Benedict outside in St. 
Peter’s Square. Sr. Kateri Mitchell, S.S.A., who for a time 
served in our diocese, brought to the altar the relics of St. 
Kateri. Fi�y cardinals and 150 bishops and many priests 
attended the celebration too.
    All of us from the United States felt especially joyous that 
Native peoples from across the country have their own saint. 
St. Kateri Tekakwitha will certainly be a great intercessor for 

all Native peoples everywhere.
    Another highlight for me and the other 
pilgrims was an audience with the Holy 
Father, again in St. Peter’s Square. �at 
took place on the Wednesday before the 
canonization. Additionally, that week we 
took a day trip to visit Assisi.
    It was a very wonderful pilgrimage. I will 
carry vivid images from it for the rest of my 
life. Now, I look forward to preparing for 
the upcoming Lenten season. You will be 
in my prayers; I hope you will also pray for 
me.
    Yours in Christ,

   + Donald J. Kettler
      Bishop of Fairbanks

Editor’s Note:  In 2012, the three Alaskan Bishops invited parishioners to join them on a pilgrimage to Rome to witness the 
canonization of seven new saints.  �e tour took place October 15-22.  Approximately 50 Alaskan parishioners were able 
to visit well-known churches and basilicas and some local historical sights.  I am happy to share with you the details of the 
pilgrimage and a few photos.  �e trip was especially memorable to the Native people of Alaska who eagerly welcomed the �rst 
Native American saint, St. Kateri Tekakwitha.          --Patty Walter
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�is ticket, provided by Fr. Ross Tozzi, 
invites pilgrims to the the ceremony of the 
canonization of the seven Blesseds, presided 
by the Holy Father Benedict XVI.

Fr. Ross Tozzi, leads pilgrims down the 
streets of Rome, proudly waving an Alaskan 
�ag.  --Photo by Steve Kakaruk of Fairbanks, 
Alaska.

Donald J. Kettler, Bishop of Fairbanks, 
and Roger Schwietz, O.M.I., Archbishop of 
Anchorage, wait for the Wednesday audience 
with the Holy Father.  
  --Photo by Steve Kakaruk

Six members of the Interior Star Kateri Circle of 
Fairbanks (Patricia Baker-Benally, a Blackfeet Indian, 
from Missoula, Montana; Marie Yaska, a Koyukon 
Athabaskan Indian, from Huslia; Eliza Orr, Yup’ik 
Eskimo, from Tununak on Nelson Island; Debbie 
Dayton, Lower Koyukon Athabaskan Indian, from 
Kaltag; Steve Kakaruk an Inupiaq Eskimo, from 
Teller; and Sister Josephine Aloralrea, O.S.U., a Cupik 
Eskimo, from Chevak)traveled on a special pilgrimage 
to Rome, amid a larger group of 56 Alaskans,  for 
the canonization of Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha from 
October 15 – 22, 2012.  �ey received a grant from 
both Black and Indian Missions and from Catholic 
Extension.   
 For years the group gathered in Immaculate 
Conception Church, in Fairbanks, to sing hymns, say 
the rosary, and to pray for the canonization of the �rst 
Native American saint.  On October 21, 2012, their 
greatest hopes were realized.   Kateri Tekakwitha, a 
pious 17th-century Mohawk and Algonquin woman 
who has long been an emblem for Native American 
Catholics nationwide, o�cially became a saint.  
 According to the Tekakwitha Conference, more 
than 100 Native American parishes nationwide hold 
Kateri Circles.  According to the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, approximately 3.5 
percent of American Catholics are Native American 
or Alaska Native.
 Many Native Alaskans recall stories of Kateri 
being told to them from their childhood and they feel 
a sense of pride in being represented by her.   
 While in Rome, Alaskans visited many of the 
well-known churches and basilicas as well as some 
of the local historical sights. �ey spent one day 
traveling to the Umbra region of Italy where they 

      Continued on page 7
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Marie Yaska, Athabaskan Indian and member of the Diocese 
of Fairbanks’ Kateri Circle Group, poses by a picture of 
Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha.  The painting, for which her 
granddaughter Chelsea posed, was painted by Jeanne 
Cannon.  It hangs in the chapel at St. Mark’s University 
parish.  --Photo By Sr. Dorothy Giloley, S.S.J.

Angie and Carl Morgan of Aniak, Alaska, pose for a picture 
in St. Peter’s Square during the canonization festivities on 
October 21, 2012. --Photo by Steve Kakaruk of Fairbanks.

Benedict XVI, the 265th Pope, serves a dual role as both 
Sovereign of the Vatican City State and leader of the 
Catholic Church.  His papacy began on April 19, 2005.  
Here, in St. Peter’s Square, he rides in the “Papamobile” 
--the informal name given to the motor vehicle used by 
the pope during outdoor appearances--while blessing 
the multitudes of pilgrims attending the canonization.  
--Photo by Steve Kakaruk of Fairbanks.

�e Alaskan pilgrims gather outside the Vatican Museums 
a�er a tour on Oct. 19, 2012.  --Photo By Joel Davidson, 
Editor, CatholicAnchor.org.

Bishop Donald Kettler 
stands beside a Swiss 
Guard.  �e Ponti�cal 
Swiss Guard is a small 
force maintained by 
the Holy See and is 
responsible for the safety 
of the Pope, including the 
security of the Apostolic 
Palace. It serves as the de 
facto military of Vatican 
City. --Photo by Fr. Ross 
Tozzi.
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Bishop Donald Kettler takes time to rest during 
sight-seeing with Fr. Joe Hemmer, O.F.M., Fr. 
Pat Travers, and Fr. Ross Tozzi.--Photo by 
Steve Kakaruk of Fairbanks, Alaska.

In the streets of Rome, a man cleverly disgused as a 
statue, entertains passerbys.--Photo by Steve Kakaruk of 
Fairbanks, Alaska.

Francis, in a vision saw a beautiful palace 
and various suits of armor and a lovely bride.  
Attracted to these things, he tried to venture 
on to Apulia in order to gain knighthood.  As 
he slept at a stop in Spoleto, a voice asked him 
where he was going.  He revealed his plans 
and was asked, “Who can do more for you, the 
servant or the Lord.”  “�e Lord,” said Francis.  
�e voice answered, “�en why do you seek the 
servant instead of the Lord?” When Francis 
asked, “Lord, what do you want me to do?” God 
told Francis: “Go back home. It will be revealed 
to you what you must do.” �e ride back to 
Assisi was not a happy trip for the dejected 
Francis. He trembled at the prospect of family 
and friends calling him a coward because of his 
disgraceful retreat from the march to battle. 
�is photo depicts St. Francis on a horse, which 
presently stands near the Basilica of St. Francis 
in Assisi. In this artwork, the would-be knight 
sits slumped down in his saddle with head and 
shoulders drooping. It’s a poignant portrait of 
an idealistic young man with dashed dreams.  
--Photo by Steve Kakaruk of Fairbanks.

Alaskan pilgrims gather for dinner in Rome.--Photo by 
Steve Kakaruk of Fairbanks, Alaska.



The Alaskan Shepherd  Newsletter Volume 51  Number 1                        January-February 2013                        Page 5

NOVENA OF GRACE
 Each year during the month of March, a Novena is offered for you, our 

benefactors, and for your petitions. 
 The Novena of Grace is so called because countless people have had 

their prayers answered by God through the intercession of St. Francis 
Xavier, the Jesuit Apostle to the Orient in the sixteenth century and the 
patron saint of worldwide missions.

 We invite you to send us your petitions.  Both you and your needs will 
be remembered on each of the nine days.  The Fathers on the missions 
also will remember you and your intentions in their Masses and prayers 
during the Novena.

  We invite all of you to join us in this Novena of Grace by 
reciting--from the 4th of March to the 12th inclusive--the following 
prayers.

 O most amiable and loving St. Francis Xavier, in union 
with you I adore the Divine Majesty.  While joyfully 

giving thanks to God for the great graces which He conferred upon you in life and for 
the great glory with which He has gifted you in heaven, I come to you with heartfelt 
love, begging you to secure for me, by your powerful intercession, the inestimable 
blessings of living and dying in the state of grace.  I also beseech you to obtain for me 
the favors I ask in this Novena______________________________________.

 But if what I ask is not for the Glory of God, or for the good of my soul, do you obtain for me 
what is most conducive to both.  Amen.  

Our Father; Hail Mary;  Glory be to the Father.
V.  Pray for us, St. Francis Xavier,

R.  That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
Let us pray:  O God, you chose to bring into your Church peoples of the Orient through the 
preaching and miracles of St. Francis Xavier, mercifully grant us that we may imitate his virtues, 
whose glorious merits we hold in veneration.  

We ask this through  Jesus Christ Our Lord.  Amen.

          TO:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA 
1312 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska  99709-5199

Please remember the following petitions during the Novena of Grace:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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          Date___________F01 SH01_2013
Bishop Kettler,
I want to help you and the  missionaries ministering in Northern Alaska to bring the Mass, the 
Sacraments, religious education, and training to the widely-scattered Indian and Eskimo people of 
Christ.  Please accept this donation to your General Fund and use it where most needed.    
AMOUNT OF GIFT: ____$15     ____ $25     ____ $50     ____$100     ____$250        ____Other$________
Name__________________________StreetNo.____________________________________
P.O.Box______________________________City_________________State_______
Zip________
If donating by check please make payable to:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA    or CBNA 
If donating by credit card: NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD: _________________________________
TYPE OF CARD (Visa, Master Card or Discover Cards only): VISA___     MASTER CARD___     DISCOVER___          
One Time Only:(  )      Monthly:(  )      Quarterly:(  )      Twice A Year: (  )    Annually:(  )
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential): _________________________________
EXP  DATE:_________VCC # (Last three digits on back of card):________________PHONE:____________________
EMAIL:__________________________________SIGNATURE: _________________________________________

Please send me an END OF YEAR TAX STATEMENT 
for the YEAR 2012.

Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska provides a tax receipt/acknowledgment letter 
for all individual donations.  We will happily send an end-of-year cumulative contribution statement 
upon request. Be assured that we make every effort to keep our fund-raising overhead at a minimum, and that our 
fund-raising program complies with all state and federal laws regulating such non-profit, tax-deductible programs 

as ours.  Be assured, too, that we never, under any circumstances, sell or give out the names of our benefactors.  This 
sacred pledge we have always faithfully honored.

Gift-In-Kind Donations
Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska, a religious charitable organization, qualifies as exempt under IRS section 501(c)
(3). We gratefully accept donations of physical property and provide receipt for Gifts-In-Kind. Contributions of new, 
unused United States First Class Stamps are especially needed. To receive a receipt for Gifts-In-Kind, other than 
stamps, please provide fair market value. If your gift is valued more than $500, please check the current IRS rules 
regarding donations for Gifts-In-Kind.

  Your first class 45¢ stamp donations 
are greatly appreciated.

CLIPPING BOX TOPS IS A GREAT WAY 
TO HELP THE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

OF FAIRBANKS
Find Box Tops coupons on hundreds of your favorite products. 
Each Box Top coupon is worth 10¢ for our school.  Twice each 
year, Box Tops will send a check to our school for each Box 
Tops coupon redeemed, up to $20,000 each year.

Campbell’s labels are also 
gratefully accepted!
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�e Papal Basilica of  St. Paul Outside the Walls is one 
of Rome’s four ancient major basilicas.  �e basilica 
was founded by Roman Emperor Constantine over the 
burial place of Saint Paul, where it was said that, a�er 
the Apostle’s execution, his followers erected an edi�ce.  
�is �rst edi�ce was expanded under Valentinian in the 
370s. --Photo by Steve Kakaruk of Fairbanks, Alaska.

Kateri Tekakwitha Circles were formed by Catholic 
Native leadership to promote the cause of sainthood 
for Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha.  �e Fairbanks Kateri 
Tekakwitha Circle was formed in 2005, to address the 
Catholic cultural needs of Alaskan and other Native 
peoples in the Catholic Diocese of Fairbanks.  On 
May 15, 2010, Bishop Donald Kettler and Fr. Fred 
Bayler honored Blessed Kateri in a Mass of Dedication 
at Sacred Heart Cathedral, in Fairbanks.  During 
this Mass, Bishop Kettler blessed a statue of Kateri 
Tekakwitha, donated by Alaskan Shepherd benefactor 
Kathleen Westerheide, in 2009.  Kathleen also donated 
a statue to the Kateria Tekakwitha Center, in Galena 
Alaska, in 2003.

visited Assisi. �ey were able to participate 
in Mass each day. �e last two days found 
some parishioners traveling to Lourdes, 
where Our Lady �rst spoke with St. 
Bernadette.

Cheers erupted from the crowd when 
Pope Benedict XVI called out the name of 
Kateri Tekakwitha, “Lily of the Mohawks.” 
Pope Benedict prayed that the witness of the 
new saints would  speak today to the whole 
Church, adding,  May their intercession 
strengthen and sustain her in her mission 
to proclaim the Gospel to the whole world.  
Kateri impresses us by the action of grace 
in her life in spite of the absence of external 
help, and by the courage of her vocation, so 
unusual in her culture, Pope Benedict said. 
May her example help us to live where we are, 
loving Jesus without denying who we are, he 
said.  St. Kateri, protectress of Canada and 
the �rst American Indian saint, we entrust 
to you the renewal of the faith in the �rst 
nations and in all of North America.
 American Indians from across the 
United States and Canada traveled great 
distances to come to Rome to celebrate St. 
Kateri. 

In 2011, Pope Benedict con�rmed 
that an 11-year-old American Indian 
boy from Washington State had been 
miraculously cured of �esh-eating bacteria 
a�er his parents prayed for intervention 
through Kateri in 2006.  

St. Kateri, Pray for us!
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“We are blessed to have so many supporters who make our work possible. I want to especially thank those of you who remember 
us in your prayers. Donations provide tangible benefits, but the power of prayer and the Lord’s grace is our bedrock. Thank 
you with all our hearts.”         --Bishop Donald J. Kettler

We want to thank in a special way those of you who have included the Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska (our legal title) in your bequests 
and wills, and those of you who, at the time of the deaths of dear ones, have suggested that in their memory contributions be made to the 
Missions of Northern Alaska or to the Alaskan Shepherd Endowment Fund. A suggested wording: “I give, devise and bequeath to the 
Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska, 1312 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska...”

Beautiful tapestries hang in St. Peter’s Square to honor the seven newest saints canonized by Pope Benedict XVI on 
Sunday, October 21, 2012.  From le� to right they are:  Kateri Tekakwitha, Maria del Carmen, Pedro Calungsod, 
Jacques Berthieu, Giovanni Battista Piamarta, Mother Marianne Cope, and Anna Shae�er.  Photo by Fr. Ross Tozzi.

Kateri Tekakwitha:  First Catholic Native American Saint
Kateri Tekakwitha was born in 1656 in that part of the American Continent which 
is today the State of New York.  Her parents were native Indians.  Her mother, an 
Algonquin, was a devout Christian; her father, an Iroquois, was pagan.  She lost her 
entire family, at the age of four, to a smallpox epidemic.  She survived the disease but 
it left her face severely pockmarked and warped her vision.  She was brought up in 
the family of her uncle, a chief of the tribe of Angiers, more commonly known as the 
Mohawks.  While living among the Mohawks, she received instruction in the Faith 
and was baptized in 1676 by Father Jacques de Lamberville, one of the devoted Jesuit 
missionaries committed to the evangelization of the Indian people. After becoming a 
Christian, Kateri became a model of youthful piety.  She became a target of harrassment 
and persecution at home because of her faith and her determination to live in virginity.  
On the advice of the missionaries she came to live among the Christian Indians of 
the setlement known as the Mission of St. Francis Xavier, near present-day Montreal.  
Here she lived out a life of great holiness and here too she died on April 17, 1680.  Her 

last words were “Jesus, I love you.” 
 To be declared a saint, a person �rst must be declared “venerable,” which Kateri was in 1943. �en he or she must 
be beati�ed, or deemed “blessed,” and then they may be considered for canonization. Usually, proof of two miracles must 
be attributed to the person – one before beati�cation, one after. But Pope John Paul II waived the miracle requirement 
in order to beatify Kateri in 1980.
 Kateri’s supporters submitted evidence of miracles but believed Kateri’s chances of sainthood died with Pope 
John Paul, who bestowed sainthood on more people than all other popes combined.  �en, in 2006, a 6-year-old boy cut 
his lip during a basketball game in Washington state.  Overnight, Jake Finkbonner’s face swelled up and he developed 
a high fever. Doctors at Seattle Children’s Hospital said a ¡esh-eating bacterium called Strep A was attacking the boy’s 
face. Over the next few weeks, it destroyed his lips, cheeks and forehead. Doctors told the family the boy was going to 
die. �e family’s priest asked his congregation to pray to Kateri on Jake’s behalf. �e priest chose Kateri because of her 
facial scars and Indian heritage. Jake is half Lummi Indian.  �e prayers started coming in from around the world, and 
a representative from the Society of the Blessed Kateri went to the hospital to place a pendant of Kateri on the boy’s 
pillow. �e next day, the infection stopped progressing and Jake recovered.  Investigators from the Vatican researched 
the incident for three years, and on Monday, December 19, 2011, Pope Benedict approved it as a miracle attributed to 
Kateri’s intervention.


