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  Some give by going to the Missions     Some go by giving to the Missions               Without both there are no Missions

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA
1312 PEGER ROAD FAIRBANKS, ALASKA  99709

Phone: 907-374-9532  www.dioceseoffairbanks.org

Special Masses are offered throughout the year for 
you and your intentions by our Missionary Priests. 
Please pray that God may bless us and our work.

Native Deacon Training Program

If Deacon Joe knows you, he will call out 
a cheerful greeting. Around strangers though, he 
quickly grows more formal and o�ers his complete 
attention in a respectful greeting.  

Undoubtedly, this combination of warmth 
and seriousness led the Toksook Bay parish of St. 
Peter the Fisherman to ask Joe and his wife Pauline 
more than twenty years ago to discern whether Joe 
should become a deacon. “Back when I was young 
and handsome and had all my teeth,” he says with 
a wink.  

Deacon Joe earned the respect of his 
community the hard way, successfully overcoming 
alcohol and cancer. He has worked with the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service for many years.

Joe o�ers a wry smile and slowly shakes his 
head, as he recalls the time that has passed since that 
invitation to join the permanent diaconate. 

In 1967, Pope Paul VI revived this clerical 
ministry following principles laid out by the Second 
Vatican Council. A permanent deacon is ordained 
to a three-fold ministry of Word, Liturgy and 
Charity. In Alaska’s Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta or the 
Y-K, where Joe serves, deacons are o�en leaders at 

Editor’s Note:  In October 2012, we put the premier edition of Alaska Catholic in the mail to our Alaskan parishioners.  
�e magazine is a joint venture by the Alaska Catholic Conference of Bishops, the ACCB, which is composed of, 
Bishop Donald J. Kettler of Fairbanks, Bishop Edward J. Burn of Juneau, and Archbishop Roger L. Schwietz, O.M.I., 
ofAnchorage.  Our second issue, Winter 2013, focuses on vocations in the faith.  I am pleased to o�er you the following 
excerpt from the magazine written by Robert Hannon, Chancellor of the Diocese of Fairbanks and the magazine’s 
Publication Editor.   Photos are courtesy of JR Ancheta.       --Patty Walter

With a lopsided grin and shining 
eyes set in a weathered face, 
Deacon Joe Asuluk can warm any 
room he enters, even if outside the 
wind howls and the thermometer 
stubbornly clings to -20 F. 
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Communion services and preside at funerals and 
baptisms.

When Deacon Joe’s parish Pastoral Council 
approached him about serving in the 1980s, he 
declined at �rst. It was a surprising response because 
he felt drawn to the priesthood as a young altar 
server.
   “I used to watch the priest saying the Mass and 
I thought that was a really good service, serving the 
Lord.  I used to wish I could become a priest.”

Before he could answer that call, however, Joe 
says his grandmother intervened.

“She said she didn’t want me to go because 
she didn’t have many years to live. So that was my 
disappointment.”  

Perhaps unstated but understood was another 
concern: the deep-seated cultural respect the Yup’ik 
hold for marriage. In many ways, persons become 
fully adult in Yup’ik eyes only when they marry. �e 
celibate life of a priest or religious is foreign to Yup’ik 
understanding.  

On the other hand, that same cultural 
orientation has spurred Yup’ik men to embrace 
enthusiastically the permanent diaconate, almost 
from day one. Currently 18 permanent deacons serve 
in the Y-K. Seven more are deacon candidates. It is 

one of the highest ratios of deacons to parishioners 
in the country. �at consistent commitment over the 
years is no �uke.  

In the late 1960s, the Catholic Church in the 
United States was grappling with the 16 documents 
generated by the Second Vatican Council. For 
those not alive at the time, it is hard to imagine the 
excitement and trepidation churned up by Vatican 
II. However, some in Alaska were prepared for, if not 
eagerly anticipating, new opportunities.

Writing from the Oregon Province of the 
Society of Jesus, Father John Morris �red o� a series 
of letters to his colleagues and superiors serving in 
Alaska spurring them to action on a new permanent 
native diaconate program.  In one letter dated March 
1968 he wrote, “I am sure that God is speaking to all 
peoples that he wants a native clergy.” 

Fr. Morris’ words found a receptive audience 
in the Fairbanks diocese. Indeed, Jesuit Bishop 
Francis D. Gleeson had played a key role behind 
the scenes urging Vatican II leaders to restore the 
permanent Native diaconate.  He and his successor 
Bishop Robert J. Whelan anticipated a time when 
there would be fewer priests to minister to the people 
of the region. As things fell out, Bishop Whelan 
turned to a young energetic classics scholar and 

Lala Hunt , Pastoral 
Council  representative, 
St. Marys, Alaska, and 
Deacon Joe Asuluk, 
Toksook Bay, Alaska.
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teacher, Jesuit Father Charles “Chuck” Peterson to 
form and launch the new program.

Today Father Chuck is a tall, bear-like man 
who serves as pastor for Immaculate Conception 
Church in Bethel. His silver hair has grown 
somewhat thin and a trim snow-white beard 
frames his face. Despite his years of service, he still 
engages parishioners and friends alike with a young 
man’s expansive spirit. One can easily see what 
recommended him to his superiors.

Father Chuck says it was clear from the outset 
it would be impractical for men who largely lived o� 
the land and sea to train outside of Alaska. He lists 
three key elements that helped successfully launch 
the Native Permanent Diaconate Program.  

First, he devised a workshop tutorial program. 
Candidates would come from their villages for a 
weekend workshop and then return home to study 
the material.  

Secondly, he created what he called a seminar. 
A�er two days of instruction, he and the other 
priests would leave. �e candidates would discuss 
among themselves in Yup’ik what they had learned 
and what was confusing to them. �en they would 
review their understanding with instructors. 

Lastly, Father Chuck and others translated 

into Yup’ik all the prayers that the deacons would 
use. He explains that coming on the heels of Vatican 
II and the new English liturgy, the decision to 
translate the prayers into Yup’ik was challenging. 

“I said we need to let the people know that they 
are the soil out of which the gi� of the liturgy comes.”

Father Chuck carries with him a vivid image 
from that �rst training session.  Bishop Whelan 
had �own in from Fairbanks to participate in the 
program. On the �nal day, the bishop celebrated a 
special Mass in honor of the men who stood before 
the altar.  He recalls:

“And when it came time for consecration Bishop 
Whelan said the words of the consecration over the 
bread and cup and all the deacons very solemnly 
raised their hands in the gesture a concelebrant makes. 
And at that point I wept, I cried because I saw a 
prophetic gesture saying that one day the Mass would 
be celebrated by Yup’ik men.”

Father Chuck’s voice still grows a little hoarse 
describing the event.  He says later Bishop Whelan 
gently urged him to explain to the men that the 
gesture might be confusing to the people who would 
think they were acting as priests. Father Chuck 
promised to clear up any confusion. 

Later innovations would help the program 
grow even stronger. Training sessions would be 

Father Chuck Peterson (front left) poses with some of the first 
deacons to be trained in the Fairbanks Diocese. Back row:  
William Tyson and Nick Charles.  Front right: Alvin Owletuck.

 Father Chuck Peterson concelebrating Mass with 
Bethel Deacon Louie Andrew.

Continued on Page 7
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Only six Priests and 3 Sisters  cover 
this entire region which includes 

24 village parishes.
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          Date___________F01 SH02_2013
Bishop Kettler,
I want to help you and the  missionaries ministering in Northern Alaska to bring the Mass, the 
Sacraments, religious education, and training to the widely-scattered Indian and Eskimo people of 
Christ.  Please accept this donation to your General Fund and use it where most needed.    
AMOUNT OF GIFT: ____$15     ____ $25     ____ $50     ____$100     ____$250        ____Other$________
Name__________________________StreetNo.____________________________________
P.O.Box______________________________City_________________State_______
Zip________
If donating by check please make payable to:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA    or CBNA 
If donating by credit card: NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD: _________________________________
TYPE OF CARD (Visa, Master Card or Discover Cards only): VISA___     MASTER CARD___     DISCOVER___          
One Time Only:(  )      Monthly:(  )      Quarterly:(  )      Twice A Year: (  )    Annually:(  )
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential): _________________________________
EXP  DATE:_________VCC # (Last three digits on back of card):________________PHONE:____________________
EMAIL:__________________________________SIGNATURE: _________________________________________

Please send me an END OF YEAR TAX STATEMENT 
for the YEAR 2012.

Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska provides a tax receipt/acknowledgment letter 
for all individual donations.  We will happily send an end-of-year cumulative contribution statement 
upon request. Be assured that we make every effort to keep our fund-raising overhead at a minimum, and that our 
fund-raising program complies with all state and federal laws regulating such non-profit, tax-deductible programs 

as ours.  Be assured, too, that we never, under any circumstances, sell or give out the names of our benefactors.  This 
sacred pledge we have always faithfully honored.

Gift-In-Kind Donations
Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska, a religious charitable organization, qualifies as exempt under IRS section 501(c)
(3). We gratefully accept donations of physical property and provide receipt for Gifts-In-Kind. Contributions of new, 
unused United States First Class Stamps are especially needed. To receive a receipt for Gifts-In-Kind, other than stamps, 
please provide fair market value. If your gift is valued more than $500, please check the current IRS rules regarding 
donations for Gifts-In-Kind.

  Your first class 46¢ stamp donations 
are greatly appreciated.

CLIPPING BOX TOPS IS A GREAT WAY 
TO HELP THE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

OF FAIRBANKS
Find Box Tops coupons on hundreds of your favorite products. 
Each Box Top coupon is worth 10¢ for our school.  Twice each 
year, Box Tops will send a check to our school for each Box 
Tops coupon redeemed, up to $20,000 each year.

Campbell’s labels are also 
gratefully accepted!



A purchase of any of the books featured above helps to alleviate expenses in the Missionary Diocese of Fairbanks.
Yes, please send ____copy(ies) of 

 ____A JOURNEY THROUGH 50 YEARS OF FAITH, HOPE, AND LOVE, A Commemorative 50th   
  Anniversary Issue. I am enclosing $30.00 for each book. F67

 ____ALASKANA CATHOLICA, A History of the Catholic Church in Alaska, Written By Fr. Louis L.   
  Renner, S.J., I am enclosing $85.00 for each book. F92

 ____A KINDLY PROVIDENCE, An Alaskan Missionary’s Story, Written By Fr. Louis L. Renner, S.J., 
  I am  enclosing $35.00 for each book. F921

 ____GLEESON,�e Last Vicar Apostolic of All of Alaska, Written By Sr. Carol Louise Hiller, O.P., 
  I am enclosing $20.00 for each book. F91
NAME_______________________________________SIGNATURE: _________________________________

Address: ___________________________________City, State, Zip:___________________________________
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential):  _______________________________________________
NAME AS LISTED ON CREDIT CARD:  _______________________________________________________
VCC# (Last three digits on back of card):______________Amount Enclosed:  $_____________________
EXP_______________PHONE:___________________________EMAIL:_______________________________

Please Make Checks Payable to CBNA (CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA) 
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Through prayer we are joined together with those who generously support this Missionary Diocese.  
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

Additionally, we will remember you, each and every week, 
during our staff Mass and in a special way during our three annual Novenas.

Novena of Grace March 4-12th (2013)
Sacred Heart Novena May 30-June 7th (2013)

St. Therese Novena  September 23-October 1st (2013)

A Journey Through 50 
Years of Faith, Hope, 
and Love, in softcover, 
spans 178 pages with 

full color illustrations.

Alaskana  Ca tho l i ca ,  i n 
hardcover, spans 702 pages 
including close to 400 images.

Gleeson ,  The  Las t 
Vicar Apostolic of All 
of Alaska, in softcover, 

spans 345 pages.

A Kindly Providence, 
in softcover, spans 583 
pages including some 

80  illustrations.

$30

$20
$35$85
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“We are blessed to have so many supporters who make our work possible. I want to especially thank those of you who remember 
us in your prayers. Donations provide tangible benefits, but the power of prayer and the Lord’s grace is our bedrock. Thank 
you with all our hearts.”         --Bishop Donald J. Kettler

We want to thank in a special way those of you who have included the Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska (our legal title) in your bequests 
and wills, and those of you who, at the time of the deaths of dear ones, have suggested that in their memory contributions be made to the 
Missions of Northern Alaska or to the Alaskan Shepherd Endowment Fund. A suggested wording: “I give, devise and bequeath to the 
Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska, 1312 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska...”

audio taped and candidates would take copies 
home to study and share with their wives and fellow 
parishioners. Candidates would follow up with work 
under the supervision of the parish priest in their 
villages.

Today, that may be the biggest challenge the 
program faces. In the Y-K, only six priests serve an 
area with 24 parishes. 

Kathy Radich is a Sister of Saint Francis of 
Philadelphia. She serves as Coordinator of Rural 
Ministries in Y-K. Now she also administers the 
diaconate training program. 

Because our priests get in there [the village] 
only every six to eight weeks, training that should 
be three or four years can be six or seven years. �at 
makes it hard on the communities waiting for this 
man to be ordained.

Nevertheless, Sister Kathy is quick to identify 
the real key to the program’s success. 

“�ese men and their wives are the backbone 
of the Church and they have got others involved. �ey 
are a great gi�.”

Despite his years and trials, Deacon Joe 
Asuluk o�ers a good example of the dedication Sister 
Kathy is referring to.  He says his battle with cancer 
in 2007 was a wake up call, “I need to do more now 
that I am free of cancer.”

When asked whether he keeps his eyes peeled 
for new diaconate candidates Joe Asuluk’s face grows 
serious. 

“It is like halibut �shing.  I go out and never 
catch anything, never catch anything.  Just in case, you 
know, if I catch just one of my younger people, even 
someone my age.”

  --Chancellor, Robert Hannon

Sister Kathy Radich, O.S.F., 
Coordinator of Rural Ministires, 

Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta.
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Discerning a 
Call to be a Priest?
In the Fairbanks Diocese, 
contact Father Ross Tozzi
at rtozzi@parishmail.com 

or call
907-443-5527

Discerning a 
Call to be a 

Sister?
In the Fairbanks Diocese, 

contact 
Sister Dorothy Giloley, S.S.J.

at dorothy@cbna.org 
or call

907-374-9572 

Discerning a 
Call to the 
Diaconate?

In the Fairbanks Diocese, 
for the Native Permanent 

Diaconate Program, 
contact 

Sister Kathy Radich, O.S.F 
at 907/438-2447

For the Urban Deacon 
Training Program, 

contact 
Father Gerald Ornowski, M.I.C. 

at 907/374-9551

Or visit the website: 
http://www.dioceseo�airbanks.

org/deacons/index.shtml 

“COME, FOLLOW ME, 
AND I WILL MAKE YOU 

FISHERS OF MEN”
MATTHEW 4:19

CONSIDER
PRIESTHOOD
Free Resources
Visit  www.GoPriest.com

to request free books to help
you discern your vocation.

If you feel God calling you to the priesthood, be not 
afraid! Pray daily, seek the sacraments, and talk to a 
priest.  If you have questions about the seminary or any 

aspect of discerning your vocation, 
contact the vocation director, 

Fr. Ross Tozzi: rtozzi@parishmail.com 
907-443-5527


