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  Some give by going to the Missions     Some go by giving to the Missions               Without both there are no Missions

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA
1312 PEGER ROAD FAIRBANKS, ALASKA  99709

Phone: 907-374-9532  www.dioceseoffairbanks.org

Special Masses are offered throughout the year for 
you and your intentions by our Missionary Priests. 
Please pray that God may bless us and our work.

CAN YOU HELP OUR MISSION 
CHURCHES IN THEIR REAL NEEDS?

My Dear Co-Missionaries,
 The heavy snows of many an Alaskan winter are taking their toll on some of our 
mission churches. One can almost hear some of the older ones cry out, “I really can’t take 
it much longer!” I have seen these needs firsthand in my travels, but it is a recent report 
from Cindy Ward, Facilities and Construction Manager, that has me reaching out to you 
with a great urgency.  Cindy’s report details at length some of the more urgent needs of 
our bush churches and facilities. 

 It’s a struggle to keep our parishioners warm in some of our weather-beaten church 
structures. While basic maintenance in the case of some of our older churches is urgently 
needed, some parishes have gone without updated lighting fixtures for so long that now 
we face replacing not just light bulbs, but fixtures as well.  Many churches are badly in 
need of adequate windows built to withstand the constant wind and to insulate against 
the bitter cold.  Some of the older churches have flooring that has deteriorated to such a 
degree that they make walking through the building precarious.  And, fuel prices increase 
at such a rapid rate that villages find themselves searching for ways to reduce the costs.  
Old, rusty tanks need to be replaced in many villages with double-wall tanks and fencing 
to help protect the investment from the elements and from vandal attention.  

 Building and maintaining churches in the remote regions of northern Alaska is far 
more expensive than doing so in the Lower 48. Distances are great. Shipping rates are 
high. By the time building materials are on site, once the water courses are navigable, 
their cost is about double of what they would be in the Lower 48. Our people are 
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generous, when it comes to volunteer labor. Still, when it comes to the construction, 
repair, and maintenance of churches built to withstand Alaska’s temperature extremes, 
professional construction workers, carpenters, electricians, and engineers need to be 
hired. Understandably, wages in bush Alaska are very high.

 Aware of how wonderfully generous you have been to this needy mission here in 
the Far North, I am confident that I have only to make known to you this special need to 
receive your support.  Whatever contribution you can make to our Church Renewal and 
Replacement Fund will be deeply appreciated both by the people of the given village 
benefited by it and us who minister to them.  In this letter, I am asking you to make a 
donation—in keeping with your means—to help us build our Renewal Fund.  Please do 
not make this donation at the expense of your regular donation, which we very much 
need to carry out our basic, essential ministries.

 For all you have done for us, and for doing in this case what you can, I thank 
you very sincerely and ask God to reward 
and bless you.  Know that you and all your 
intentions are daily remembered in my 
Masses and prayers.

Very gratefully in our Risen Lord,

+Donald J. Kettler
Bishop of Fairbanks
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Sacred Heart Church, 
Emmonak, Alaska.

Windows
Sacred Heart Church, in Emmonak, 
a Central Yup’ik Eskimo village 
near the mouth of the Yukon River, 
is the home of Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Parish, one of our many bush parishes.  
(Emmonak was given a high profile, 
when Bishop Michael J. Kaniecki, S.J., died there suddenly, of a heart attack, near the church, 
on August 6, 2000.) 
 In  September 1967, the first Mass was celebrated in what was then Emmonak’s new 
church--a church dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  In the course of something over 40 
years, that church became very noticeably an old, rundown church.  
 In recent years, Sacred Heart Parish has been served by Fr. Mariusz Wirkowski who travels 
out of Kotlik.      Fr. Mariusz also sees to the sacramental needs of the villages of Alakanuk, 
Kotlik, Nunam Iqua, St. Michael, Stebbins, and Unalakleet.  The Emmonak parish is cared 
for by Acting Parish Administrator, Larry Yupanik, Pastoral Facilitator, Pat Tam, and Deacon 
Raymond Waska.   In addition, the Y-K Region Adult Faith Program, which benefits 24 bush 
parishes and is directed by Pat Tam, is home-based in Emmonak.  
  During the brutal months of winter when travel by snowmachine 
is essential, and again in the brief months of summer when ATV traffic is the 
norm, the low single-pane windows of Sacred Heart Church become accidental 
targets to the wheels and skis of the village vehicles.  All the windows need to 
be replaced with a better product that is both insulating and stronger.  The 
window, the installation, and the shipping, run about $1000 each.  The new 
windows will be triple-pane, insulated glass, with low E coating, (to reflect heat 
from the inside and help reduce energy costs) and a vinyl frame.  The vinyl 
frames will not chip, peel, crack, warp, mold, or deteriorate in the cold marine 
climate.  Besides Emmonak, where all the windows need to be replaced, partial 
window replacement is needed in the villages of Kaltag, Mountain Village, Pilot 
Station, and the rectory in Scammon Bay.
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Little Flower 
of Jesus Church, 
H o o p e r  B a y , 

Alaska.
Lighting

 The Community of Hooper 
Bay is located on Hooper Bay, on 
the Bering Sea coast of western 
Alaska, 20 miles south of Cape 
Romanzof, and approximately 
25 miles south of Scammon 
Bay, in the Yukon-Kuskokwim 
Delta.  The village is separated into two sections.  The old, heavily built-up section sits on two 
gently rolling hills, one referred to as “the Covenant Hill,” the other as “the Catholic Hill.”  The 
newer section, which started to build up in the mid-1980s, is located on lower lands a half mile 
southwest of the older section and toward the airport.  The Eskimo name for the older part of 
the village was Askinuk.  The Hooper Bay village site has been occupied by Central Yup’ik 
Eskimos for many generations.  The present-day Eskimo name for the village is Naparagamiut, 
meaning “the stake village people.”  Just what “stakes” are referred to is not known.  
 Hooper Bay was first visited by Catholic missionaries beginning around 1890. The mission 
was finally, and firmly, established, in 1928.  In September 1928, the new mission was named 
“Little Flower of Jesus Mission.”  
   Littler Flower of Jesus Church in Hooper Bay is currently served by Fr. Gregg Wood, 
S.J.
 Little Flower of Jesus Church in Hooper Bay is a prime needer of lighting upgrades 
among our misson parishes.  As of July, 2010, the US Department of Energy issued a mandate 
stating that magnetic ballasts for the operation of T12 lamps will no longer be produced.  Since 
that time, replacement bulbs, if they can be found available, have increased in price. As of July 
2012, the lamps ceased to be produced; they will become much more difficult to find and more 
expensive.  As such, we are faced with replacing lamps in every church, as they fail, and also 
replacing the ballasts.  There is good news.  The replacement will result in energy savings of 
40% and there will be a relatively short period, during which we will recover the initial cost 
in energy savings. New energy efficient LED light fixtures are the preferred replacement.  
Additionally, the new lights will provide much better illumination and the buildings will be 
better utilized during the long cold winter months.  The cost for each fixture, including bulbs 
and shipping, will be about $150.  

Most of our mission parishes will need their entire lighting systems replaced.  
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Bishop Kettler,
Please accept this additional gift to be used to build your General Church Renewal and 
Replacement Fund; a gift that will help with much needed repairs and equipment needed in 
our mission parishes.  Please use this gift where most needed.
AMOUNT OF GIFT: ____$15     ____ $25     ____ $50     ____$100     ____$250        ____Other$____________
Name__________________________StreetNo.________________________________________
P.O.Box______________________________City_________________State_______Zip_______
If donating by credit card: NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD: _____________________________________
TYPE OF CARD (Please Circle): VISA         MASTER CARD            DISCOVER           AMERICAN EXPRESS            
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential): _________________________________
EXP  DATE:_________VCC # (Last three digits on back of card):________________PHONE:____________________
EMAIL:__________________________________SIGNATURE: __________________________F04 SH03_2013
If donating by check please make payable to:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA    or CBNA

CLIPPING BOX TOPS IS A GREAT WAY TO HELP 
THE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS OF FAIRBANKS

Find Box Tops coupons on hundreds of your favorite products. Each Box Top coupon is worth 10¢ for our school.  Twice 
each year, Box Tops will send a check to our school for each Box Tops coupon redeemed, up to $20,000 each year.

Campbell’s labels 
are also gratefully 

accepted!

Bishop Kettler,
I want to help you and the  missionaries ministering in Northern Alaska to bring the Mass, the 
Sacraments, religious education, and training to the widely-scattered Indian and Eskimo people of 
Christ.  Please accept this donation to your General Fund and use it where most needed.    
AMOUNT OF GIFT: ____$15     ____ $25     ____ $50     ____$100     ____$250        ____Other$____________
Name__________________________StreetNo._______________________________________
P.O.Box______________________________City_________________State_______Zip________
If donating by credit card: NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD: _________________________________
TYPE OF CARD (Please Circle): VISA         MASTER CARD            DISCOVER           AMERICAN EXPRESS          
One Time Only:(  )      Monthly:(  )      Quarterly:(  )      Twice A Year: (  )    Annually:(  )
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential): _________________________________
EXP  DATE:_________VCC # (Last three digits on back of card):________________PHONE:____________________
EMAIL:________________________________SIGNATURE: _________________________F01 SH03_2013

T H A N K 
YOU 

Alaskan Shepherd 
Friends!

T h e  S t u d e n t s  a n d 
Faculty Of Immaculate 
Conception Grade School.

In the 2012-2013 school year ICS 
received 62,935 box tops--
a gift of $6,293.50 for the 

Catholic Schools of Fairbanks. 
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NOVENA IN HONOR OF
THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS

To the friends and benefactors of the Missionary Diocese of 
Fairbanks:  On each of the eight days preceding the Feast of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus and on the feast day itself, June 7th, 
a novena will be offered in honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and for our benefactors and their intentions.  You are invited 
to submit petitions to be remembered during the novena.  No 
offering is necessary.  Any received will be used to support 
our ministries here in Northern Alaska.  

CLIP & SEND BACK CLIP & KEEP 
Sacred Heart Novena Prayer
              You are also invited to join us on the 
novena days (May 30th through June 7th) 
inclusive by praying the following prayer:  
O Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, you said:  “Ask, 
and you shall receive; seek, and you shall fi nd; 
knock, and it shall be opened to you.”  With 
confi dence in your loving, compassionate Heart 
I come to you as the fountain of every blessing.  
I ask you to make my heart humble and holy 
like yours.  Grant me to live a holy life and to 
die a happy death.  During this novena I humbly 
ask also for certain spiritual and temporal 
favors:_____________________________.
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on me!

Please remember the following 
petitions during  the Novena in 

honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus:
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________

� e mission parish (le� ) in Emmonak, Alaska, is 
dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 

as is the Cathedral (right) in Fairbanks, Alaska.



                          Fuel Oil Tanks

As the price of fuel oil increases, each village parish is looking for ways to reduce this 
very expensive cost.  In addition to weatherizing their buildings and securing their fuel 
tanks, buying fuel oil in bulk helps to reduce the price.  It is imperative that we replace 
the old, rusty tanks with new double-
wall tanks surrounded with fencing 
to protect the investment.  This is one 
of the more expensive projects facing 
our Missionary Diocese.  Purchasing 
a 1500-gallon tank, including delivery 
to the barge, freight cost to the village, 
chain link fencing, light with sensor, 
and transport to the site, will run 
us about $21,700—per tank.  Tank 
replacements are needed in the three 
villages of Alakanuk, St. Marys, and 
Kotlik.
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“We are blessed to have so many supporters who make our work possible. I want to especially thank those of you who remember 
us in your prayers. Donations provide tangible benefits, but the power of prayer and the Lord’s grace is our bedrock. Thank 
you with all our hearts.”         --Bishop Donald J. Kettler

We want to thank in a special way those of you who have included the Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska (our legal title) in your bequests 
and wills, and those of you who, at the time of the deaths of dear ones, have suggested that in their memory contributions be made to the 
Missions of Northern Alaska or to the Alaskan Shepherd Endowment Fund. A suggested wording: “I give, devise and bequeath to the 
Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska, 1312 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska...”

St. Mary’s Church,
St. Marys, Alaska.

St. Joseph Church,
Kotlik, Alaska.

St.
 I g n a t i u s 

Church,
A l a k a n u k , 

Alaska.
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Only six Priests and 3 Sisters  cover the Yukon-Kuskokwim region, which 
includes 24 village Missionary parishes, located in Western Alaska.


