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  Some give by going to the Missions     Some go by giving to the Missions               Without both there are no Missions

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA
1312 PEGER ROAD FAIRBANKS, ALASKA  99709

Phone: 907-374-9532  www.dioceseoffairbanks.org

Special Masses are offered throughout the year for 
you and your intentions by our Missionary Priests. 
Please pray that God may bless us and our work.

BUILDING A RETIREMENT FUND
FOR THE PRIESTS OF ALASKA

Editor’s Note:  Until the 1980s, the Missionary Diocese of Fairbanks employed a large 
number of Religious, both men and women, and members of the Jesuit Volunteer Corps.  In the 
last 30 years, there has been a significant decline in the number of Religious.  The Religious and 
the volunteers donated a tremendous amount of time and energy at a very low cost.  The ongoing 
increases in expenses to run a Missionary diocese—and they are considerable—are dedicated in 
a large part to keeping the mission parishes operational, funding the astronomical costs of travel 
within the diocese, and keeping our Diocesan Priests, Sisters, Brothers, Deacons, and Lay people 
paid and cared for in terms of acceptable medical benefits.  With the decline in Religious priests, 
the diocese is faced with the costs of retirement for its Diocesan Priests who have baptized our 
children, preached the Gospel, presided at weddings, comforted our sick and dying, celebrated 
the Eucharist, and labor tirelessly in the Lord’s most northern vineyard, living lives of service 

and sacrifice.  With the recent retirements of three of 
our Diocesan priests, Bishop Kettler has come to 
the realization that even the most tireless servants 
of God, eventually deserve a rest.  It is his long-
term goal to build a Retirement Fund to assist us in 
providing the well-deserved benefits required for 
our priests to retire.  To provide these priests with 
a wage, Medicare supplement, vision and dental, it 
is currently estimated to cost about $26,500 a year, 
for each priest.    In this Shepherd issue you will get 
to know our three diocesan retired priests: Fr. John 
Hinsvark, who retired in 2006, Fr. Jack de Verteuil, 
who retired in 2012, and Fr. John Martinek, retiring 
in 2013.       

    --Patty Walter

1) Bishop Donald J. Kettler 2) Father Stanislaw Jaszek 3) Father 
Gregg D. Wood, S.J.  4)Father Roman P. Caly 5) Father Frederick C. 
Bayler  6) Father Theodore E. Kestler, S.J. 7) Father Kasparaj Mal-
lavarapu 8) Father Charles J. Peterson, S.J. 9) Father John B. Mar-
tinek 10) Father Normand A. Pepin, S.J.  11) Father Jack de Verteuil  
12) Father Joseph Hemmer, O.F.M.  13) Father Patrick D. Bergquist  
14) Father Ross A. Tozzi  15) Father Thomas G. Provinsal, S.J. 16) 
Father Robert Fath 17) Father Sean P. Thomson  
The priests of the Diocese of Fairbanks range in age from 35 to 86.       
--Photo by Patty Walter, 2009
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Fr. John Hinsvark was ordained a priest for Alaska 
on April 22, 1966, by Bishop Francis D. Gleeson, S.J., in 
his parents’ home parish of Mt. Angel, Oregon.  Now, 47 
years later, he reflects on what his retirement meant to him 
when it officially began in 2006:  

For years I told people “I don’t know what 
this thing called ‘retirement’ means, for I get up in 
the morning and by the evening I’m retired.”  As the 
time came closer I added the idea that “I was retiring 
from paperwork” because over the previous 39 years 
the paperwork had greatly increased.  Oh, I am not 
talking about paperwork that benefited individuals 
in the Parish, but instead, all the reports I had to 
send ‘some place’.

A large portion of my paperwork had entailed 
searching for parishioner names and documentation.  
I had gladly searched the Parish Register for the 
birth records of Elders (Alaskan Native Seniors) 
and Senior citizens.  If the Bureau of Vital Statistics 
in Juneau, had not received any information on 
their birth, then in their eyes, those elders were 
never born.  The system for reporting births to 
Sitka, Alaska, had not been created back in the late 
1890s through the 1930s. However, they had to pay 
taxes during their working years – including Social 
Security taxes.  The Federal Government would 
accept Baptismal Certificates as proof of date and 
place of birth. So the Church played a prominent role 
in estimating birthdates in the early years.  On one 

occasion, a man came in with a translator asking for 
his birth certificate.  Learning through the translator 
the date he believed he was born “springtime, before 
the white fronts (geese) arrived”, and so, with the 
translator looking over my shoulder, we found his 
English given name.  We asked the names of his 
parents only to find that neither name was listed in 
the register.  We kept searching – from three years 
before to five years after.  Twenty minutes passed 
with no luck. Not even his given name.  So, the Holy 
Spirit suggested that I ask if his parents had any 
other Eskimo names.  The translator told me that 
‘yes, they had other names’.  These names happened 
to be the same ones we had looked at when we first 
opened the book!
 I enjoyed the classes of instruction and 
paperwork preparing parents for the Baptism of their 
children, children receiving First Communion and 
teenagers confirming their faith in Confirmation.  
I even enjoyed the more tedious paperwork of 
preparing couples for Marriage and the even more 
tedious paperwork required for annulments.  
 The reports to the Diocesan Office and to other 
Catholic Organizations (though few in number) were 
time consuming and keeping me from ministry to the 
members of the Parish.  
 BUT, I was going to retire from all that paper 
work and just be ‘priest’.

That time came on June 30th, 2006.  I left 
Nome at 11:50 pm, knowing (hoping?) that I had left 
Parish paperwork behind and I could live life to the 
full as priest – ministering to God’s people wherever 
I happened to be and leaving the paperwork to 
someone else.

For two and one-half years, I continued my 
traveling – traveling to help out in parishes both 
in the Fairbanks Diocese and the Archdiocese of 
Anchorage at the request of either’s Chancery.  I 
provided priestly ministry on such a regular basis 
that I was kidded about ‘having retired’.  “It looks 
as though you are traveling more now to help out 
than you did when you were assigned to Nome.”  
And I shook off such comments because I really 
enjoyed helping out. But I forgot an important fact. 
My traveling left me no place to hang my hat.  I was 
a priest without a home base.

Then, in December of 2009, a fateful trip to 
Fairbanks was necessitated.

At the request of the Archdiocese of 

Bishop Donald J. Kettler and Fr. John A. Hinsvark. 
                        --Photo Joyce McKenzie
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Anchorage, I had said Sunday morning Masses in 
Talkeetna and in Trapper Creek.  After the second 
Mass I headed north on the Parks Highway.  About 
an hour later, as I was passing the Alaska Veterans 
Memorial at mile 147.6, I had the oddest sensation – 
it seemed as though I had two football teams playing 
against each other under the skin of BOTH arms.  
They continued to struggle up and down the field 
between my wrists and elbows.  Having decided that 
my body was telling me something – ‘John, you need 
to take care of yourself’ – I made the commitment 
right then and there to do that.  

I met with Bishop Donald Kettler the next day 
and told him that I could not help out in the Interior 
Village that Christmas as the Diocese had asked me 
to do.  “I have to take care of myself, first, before 
I can help you again.” I also requested he tell his 
brother Bishops in the Region that I would not be 
available to help them.  I did this so that I would not 
be tempted to end my ‘journey of health evaluation 
and recovery’ too soon.

The next step in the process of healing was 
to figure out what had happened in my life upon 
retirement.  I knew I was retiring from paperwork, 
but then it hit me – I had lost my ‘home base’.  Upon 
retirement, I no longer had a headquarters or a place 
where I could return to and rest and reenergize.  

The third step was to establish a home base 
and test my theory.  A full year later, I had done 
just that and was able to return to the Bishop and 
tell him that I was in a much better position – and 
after a full nineteen months of retreat – I was once 
again able to help him and other bishops wherever 
I happened to be.

The last two and one-half years have been 
great.  The ‘home base’ I chose, with the help of the 
Trinity, (which is always number one), continues to 
support and strengthen me for ministry.

Since my retirement in 2006, I have visited 
parts of the Diocese I never had had the chance to 
visit while assigned – Point Barrow and the Interior 
Villages of Galena, Nulato, Huslia, Koyukuk, and 
the hard to get to Village of McGrath.  I have 
helped the Archdiocese of Anchorage by traveling 
to Glennallen, Talkeetna and Trapper Creek and by 
presiding at four parishes in the city of Anchorage; 
I have helped the Diocese of Juneau in Petersburg, 
Alaska, and the Archdiocese of Portland in Salem, 
Oregon.  When I am not helping out in parishes I 
enjoy celebrating from the pew, in the community 

– normally in parishes where I have filled in as 
Presider, one on Saturday and another one on 
Sunday morning.

I have enjoyed my ministry as Pastor in five 
clusters of villages here in the Diocese for nearly 
forty years.  Now that I have a more permanent place 
to ‘hang my hat’, I am able to enjoy my ministry as 
priest even more wherever I am asked to help out.  
And, I do not miss the paperwork.

HINSVARK, Father John A. 
Excerpted from ALASKANA CATHOLICA, 

by Fr. Louis L. Renner, S.J.

At his birth, premature by three months, the 
attending physician said simply, “He is going to die.”  He 
was the second priest to be ordained for the Diocese of 
Fairbanks.  He is numbered among the “ice missionaries” 
of Alaska.  For a time he had to live down his nickname, 
that of “Father Crash.”   Upon his military retirement, 
after serving for 24 years as a chaplain in the Alaska Army 
National Guard, he was honored with the rarely conferred 
Minuteman Award for “outstanding leadership as the 
STARC Chaplain for the State of Alaska.”  By the time 
the third millennium dawned, he was the dean of diocesan 
priests in northern Alaska.

The oldest of 12 children, John Arthur Hinsvark 
was born to Arthur Norris Hinsvark and Jolenta Agnes 
Keimig on May 20, 1940, in the town of Gary, South 
Dakota.  When he was four years old, the family moved to 
Alameda, California.  After attending an Alameda public 
pre-school for two and one half years, John entered the 
first grade at St. Joseph’s parochial school in Alameda 
for the rest of the grades, from 1947-54.  For high school 
and two years of college, he attended St. Joseph’s Minor 
Seminary in Mountain View, California, from 1954-60.  
He made his philosophical studies at St. Patrick’s Major 
Seminary, Menlo Park, California, from 1960-62.  By his 
own admission, he experienced homesickness, even unto 
tears, during his earliest seminary years.  At the same 
time, he was heartened as he recalled the words his father 
had spoken to him when he asked to take the entrance 
examination for the seminary:  “Son, remember, your 
mother and I will support you in whatever you decide to 
do in your life.”  

In the fall of 1962, John began his theological 
studies at Mount Angel Seminary, St. Benedict, Oregon.  
Having received excellent training in catechetics while still 
at St. Patrick’s Major Seminary, he was chosen to teach 



catechism to the high 
school students of 
Chemawa Indian 
School just north 
of Salem, Oregon.  
This was regarded 
as “the most difficult 
ass ignment”  any 
of the seminarians 
might receive.  The 
s tuden t  body  a t 
Chemawa consisted 
of Native American 
t e e n a g e r s  f r o m 
reservations in the 
American Southwest 
and Alaska.  During 
h i s  second  yea r 
of theology, John 
discerned his call 
to ministry in northern 
Alaska.        

In April 1965, John was accepted as a candidate 
for the Diocese of Fairbanks by Francis D. Gleeson, S.J., 
Bishop of Fairbanks at the time.  That summer he received 
his first full introduction to Alaska, when, along with 
seven seminarians from the Josephinum Theologate in 
Columbus, Ohio, he worked on the construction of Sacred 
Heart Cathedral in Fairbanks.  In early August of that year, 
he “learned a little bit about the diocese in the area called 
‘bush Alaska.’”

On August 14, 1965, in Bethel, John received the 
Tonsure and Minor Orders at the hands of Bishop Gleeson.  
The following day, on the Feast of the Assumption, at St. 
Mary’s Mission, Andreafsky, he was ordained to the sub-
diaconate by Bishop Gleeson.  By the time he left Alaska 
that summer, he had had a well-rounded introduction to 
the diocese, in which he would minister as a priest.

Nine months later, on April 22, 1966, having been 
found to have “priestly qualities,” John was ordained a 
priest, likewise by Bishop Gleeson, in St. Mary’s parish 
church, in Mount Angel, Oregon.    Two months after 
his ordination to the priesthood, on June 28th, he arrived 
Fairbanks.  During a meeting there with Bishop Gleeson, 
Father Hinsvark learned that his deepest desire, that he be 
assigned to the “bush,” would be met immediately.  

Father Hinsvark was the first diocesan priest to 
serve among the Central Yup’ik Eskimos of the Yukon-
Kuskokwim Delta.  From July 10, 1966, to July 1974, he 
had the pastoral care of St. Catherine of Siena mission 

at Chefornak, and of 
Our Lady of Perpetual 
H e l p  m i s s i o n  a t 
Nightmute.  

In 1967, Father 
Hinsvark invited three 
of  his  Chefornak 
p a r i s h i o n e r s  t o 
translate the Mass 
into their vernacular, 
the Central Yup’ik 
Eskimo language.  
They were Adeline 
P a n r u k ,  M a r y 
T u n u c h u k  a n d 
Agnes Kairaiuak.  
Thei r  t rans la t ion 
w a s  p r e s e n t e d 
to  t r ans l a to r s  in 
neighboring villages 

acknowledged to be better 
translators than they.  The trio’s translation was found to 
be virtually flawless.

In 1969, Father Hinsvark saw to the building of the 
new church at Umkumiut.  On April 28, 1970, he began his 
24-year ministry as a chaplain in the Alaska Army National 
Guard.  From 1973-80, he was a Consultor to Robert L. 
Whelan, S.J., the Bishop of Fairbanks at the time.  Before 
he left his Chefornak-Nightmute assignment, he built 
a new residence at Nightmute.  He also supervised the 
construction of a new parish/community center and rectory 
at Chefornak to replace the church that had burned to the 
ground on March 4, 1972.

From August 1974 to August 1980, Father Hinsvark 
was pastor of Immaculate Conception parish in Bethel, and 
visiting priest to its two dependent missions on the Yukon, 
Immaculate Heart of Mary at Marshall and Our Lady of 
Guadalupe at Russian Mission.  During this time, he served 
also as a member of the Diocesan Liturgical Commission 
and as a member of the Eskimo Deacon Program.  From 
1973-74, he was Co-director of the program, and, from 
1974-75, its Director.  During the year 1975-76, he had 
the joy of having his parents, with their able and willing 
hands, living and working with him in Bethel.

In 1977, Father Hinsvark earned his pilot’s license.  
In July 1978, while flying into Newtok, in an orange 
Super Cub, a Piper PA-18, to attend the ordination to the 
permanent diaconate of Nicholas Tommy, he landed too 
fast, lost control of the plane on the ground, and wound up 
in the tundra between two ponds with the plane’s wheels 
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John Hinsvark, Catholic Chaplain and Captain in the United States 
Army, during a field excercise in Bethel, Alaska, in 1982.  
   --Photo courtesy of Fr. John Hinsvark.
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Bishop Kettler,
Please accept this additional gift to be used to build your fully endowed Diocesan Priest 
Retirement Fund and to grow and replenish this longstanding fund.    
AMOUNT OF GIFT: $____________Name__________________________
StreetNo.________________________________________
P.O.Box______________________________City_________________State_______Zip_______
If donating by credit card: NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD: _____________________________________
TYPE OF CARD (Please Circle): VISA         MASTER CARD            DISCOVER           AMERICAN EXPRESS            
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential): _________________________________
EXP  DATE:_________VCC # (Last three digits on back of card):________________PHONE:____________________
EMAIL:__________________________________SIGNATURE: __________________________F15 SH04_2013

Bishop Kettler,
I want to help you and the  missionaries ministering in Northern Alaska to bring the Mass, the 
Sacraments, religious education, and training to the widely-scattered Indian and Eskimo people of 
Christ.  Please accept this donation to your General Fund and use it where most needed.    
AMOUNT OF GIFT: ____$15     ____ $25     ____ $50     ____$100     ____$250        ____Other$____________
Name__________________________StreetNo._______________________________________
P.O.Box______________________________City_________________State_______Zip______
If donating by credit card: NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD: _________________________________
TYPE OF CARD (Please Circle): VISA         MASTER CARD            DISCOVER           AMERICAN EXPRESS          
One Time Only:(  )      Monthly:(  )      Quarterly:(  )      Twice A Year: (  )    Annually:(  )
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential): _________________________________F01 SH04_2013
EXP  DATE:_________VCC # (Last three digits on back of card):________________PHONE:____________________
SIGNATURE: _________________________I wish to include CBNA in my will or trust.  Please send info:_____

Bishop Kettler,
Please accept this additional gift to be used to help the  Yukon River Flood Victims 
Fund.The diocese has established a fund for donations to the Yukon Flood victims.  
Please use this gift where most needed.     AMOUNT OF GIFT:      $____________
Name__________________________StreetNo.________________________________________
P.O.Box______________________________City_________________State_______Zip_______
If donating by credit card: NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD: _____________________________________
TYPE OF CARD (Please Circle): VISA         MASTER CARD            DISCOVER           AMERICAN EXPRESS            
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential): _________________________________
EXP  DATE:_________VCC # (Last three digits on back of card):________________PHONE:____________________
EMAIL:__________________________________SIGNATURE: __________________________F118 SH04_2013

Please send me ALASKANA CATHOLICA, A History of the Catholic Church in Alaska, 
Written By Fr. Louis L. Renner, S.J., I am enclosing $85.00 for each book. F92

NAME_______________________________________SIGNATURE: _________________________________
Address: ___________________________________City, State, Zip:___________________________________
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential):  _______________________________________________
NAME AS LISTED ON CREDIT CARD:  _______________________________________________________
VCC# (Last three digits on back of card):__________Amount Enclosed:  $_____________EXP____________

Please Make Checks Payable to CBNA (CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA) 
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The IRA Rollover Act Extends Through 2013
If you are 70 ½ years or older you may be able to do more for the missions of Northern Alaska and reduce your 
taxable income. Individuals who are 70 ½ years or older are required to withdraw a minimum required distribution 
from their IRA.  The distribution is considered taxable income, and in some cases can bump an individual into a 
higher income tax bracket. 
Through the end of 2013, you may make a donation of up to $100,000 from your IRA directly to a recognized charity.  
The amount of donation will not be counted as taxable income, and the charity will receive funding to help further 
its mission.  (Keep in mind, that while this charitable gift is not considered as part of a person’s income, it cannot be 
used as a charitable deduction).

  For more information contact Teresa Usibelli at the Office of Charitable and Planned Giving 
907-374-9528

Consider A Bequest
Planting Seeds For The Future Of Our Diocese...  

     As Bishop for the Diocese of Fairbanks, I want to thank you for 
your interest in learning how to make a charitable gift in your will or 
trust to the Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska, the corporate legal 
name for the diocese. I especially appreciate if you have supported 
our missions in the past. I am very grateful for your past support, but 
need your continued support because there are not many job oppor-
tunities available in many areas of the interior, western and northern 
Alaska.

     This lack of jobs and economic opportunity creates a need for 
assistance from you and this diocese by way of grants and other 
donations to provide basic ministries for many of the remote Eskimo 
and Athabascan village Catholic parishes. Due to a combination of a 
way of life that has been in existence for thousands of years and the 
poor economic conditions, many of the people living in those areas 
live a subsistence lifestyle. Native Alaskans who live a subsistence 
lifestyle depend on wildlife resources for food, shelter, tools and oth-
er basic necessities. A few years ago, a formal statement was issued 
which states the right of Alaska's indigenous peoples to continue and 
protect their way of life. If you would like to know more about this, 
you can read "A Catholic Perspective on Subsistence: Our Responsi-
bility Toward Alaska's Bounty and Our Human Family."

    Just as you would provide for your own personal family in your 
will, you can provide for your family of faith as well. Only with a 
will or trust are your wishes known and followed after death. As 
Christians, we know that charitable giving is not just a matter of 
tax deductions but also a matter of sharing the many blessings God 
has bestowed upon us. Your thoughtfulness in this matter means 
so much for the continued growth of this mission diocese in the far 
northern reaches of Alaska.

    If you wish to make a charitable bequest, please use the legal name, 
Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska. As an example, you may wish 
to use the wording similar to: "I give the sum of $________ to the 
Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska, 1316 Peger Road, Fairbanks, 
Alaska 99709"; or "I leave all (or a portion) of the rest, residue and 
remainder of my property of every kind and character, including 
personal property and real estate and wheresoever the same may be 
situated, I give and devise to the Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska 
...". If you already have a will, you can add an Addendum or Codicil 

with similar wording as stated above.

    Please bear in mind that this is not legal 
advice, but is only an example of the type of 
wording that may be used in drafting a will. 
As the will is a legally binding instrument, 
it is highly recommended that it either be 
written or reviewed by an attorney. This is 
to ensure proper construction and correct 
wording in this very important document. 
If you do not have an attorney prepare the 
documents, it is usually better to have two 
witnesses sign the document as well.

    There are a number of ways in which you may make a charitable 
gift to the Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska in your will or trust as 
follows:

            --A percentage of the estate.
            --A specific amount.
            --All of the remainder or residue of your estate - that is, what 
is left after all beneficiaries have received their specific gifts and all 
debts and taxes have been satisfied.
            --Specify a certain property, such as real estate, life insurance 
proceeds, stocks or any tangible personal property owned.
            --A combination gift arrangement, such as a specific gift plus 
the remainder of the estate, or a portion thereof.

      If you have a specific restriction for how you wish the gift to be 
used such as our Endowment Fund, building fund or any other num-
ber of options, it should be stated clearly in the will. This would then 
be treated as restricted funds to be used for a particular purpose. 
If the bequest is made to this diocese and if you do not have any 
specific areas of concern, the gift will be used at the discretion of the 
diocese, which may include current mission support, general operat-
ing expenses or adding to the Endowment Fund that would benefit 
our mission work in northern Alaska in perpetuity.

     If you would like to discuss bequests, wills or trusts further, please 
do not hesitate to contact me or my staff. Thank you again for your 
interest in leaving a bequest to our diocese in your will or trust. I 
pray that God blesses you and your loved ones throughout the year.

Sincerely yours,                               Bishop Donald Kettler



pointing to the sky.  He was not hurt, but he was rather 
embarrassed.  On hand to witness the mishap happened 
to be Bishop Whelan, a number of priests—among them 
Jesuit Fathers Michael J. Kaniecki and James A. Sebesta, 
both skilled pilots--and Eskimo deacon candidates.  It was 
mainly Father Hinsvark’s pride as a pilot and the airplane 
that suffered damage in the accident.  For this ill-fated 

landing, he was nicknamed “Father Crash” in Bethel, 
and referred to as the Bruchpilot (“crash-pilot”) in an 
article published in Germany a few years after the event.  
The Super-Cub was retrieved, repaired, and sold.  He 
then purchased a PA-20, 
a  larger  Super-Cub 
capable of carrying four 
passengers.  This he flew 
for two years, and then 
sold, when his Bethel 
assignment was up.

Father Hinsvark 
readi ly admit ted to 
being “accident prone.”  
Before he was out of 
grade school, he had 
succeeded in breaking bones in his arms and legs on at 
least six different occasions.

The year 1980-81 was for Father Hinsvark a 
sabbatical year, during which he attended a three-month 
Continuing Theological Up-Date in Rome and Israel.  

From August 1981 to August 1990, Father 
Hinsvark was pastor of Little Flower of Jesus parish in 
Hooper Bay and of Blessed Sacrament parish in Scammon 

Bay.  From February 1983 to July 1985, he also provided 
priestly ministry to the Chefornak parish; and from July 
1985 to August 1990, he had the pastoral care also of 
Sacred Heart parish in Chevak.  As all of those parishes 
had their own Armory, he was able to attend to routine 
National Guard demands wherever he was.  By the time 
he left this nine-year assignment, he had almost finished 

the remodeling—begun by his predecessor, Father 
Richard L. McCaffrey, S.J.--of the old church-
convent building at Hooper Bay, replaced the 
foundation under the Scammon Bay church, and 
had added some rooms to the church in Chevak to 
provide a better worship environment.  His final 
year in ministry to those three parishes was made 
difficult with his being accused of “burn out” and 
“serious interpersonal relationship problems.”  He 
took another sabbatical, which stretched out to 15 
months.        

In September 1991, Father Hinsvark 
became the founding pastor of the parish of St. 
John Vianney in Anderson, a small town near Clear 
Air Force Radar Station some 20 miles south of 
Nenana.  Until his departure, in July1994, he helped 
solidify a new style of ministry in the communities 

of Anderson, Nenana, Clear, Healy, Cantwell, and Denali 
National Park.  He worked with the newly appointed 
Pastoral Administrators.  He tended to the Sacramental and 
some spiritual needs of the various communities, while the 
Pastoral Administrators in Nenana and Healy “ran” those 
parishes.  After three years, he was well acquainted with 

the developing style of 
ministry in the Fairbanks 
diocese to meet the needs 
of parishes not having 
a resident or assigned 
pastor.

In March 1993, 
Father Hinsvark was 
appoin ted  Voca t ion 
Director for the Diocese 
of Fairbanks.  In August 
1994, he was appointed 

pastor of St. Joseph’s parish in Nome.
As such, beginning in July 1995, he was responsible 

also for its dependent missions of Teller and Little 
Diomede.  In July 2002, he became the sole priest on the 
Seward Peninsula, responsible now also for St. Francis 
Xavier parish in Kotzebue.  As of the year 2004, he was 
still the sole priest on the Seward Peninsula.  

In 1994, having attained the rank of Lieutenant 
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According to the Official Catholic Directory, the number of 
active diocesan clergy declined by 5,709 priests between 1995 and 
2012. Three factors contribute to changes in the number of diocesan 
clergy. First, the number of retired, sick or absent diocesan priests 
continues to increase while the population of diocesan priests 
gradually shrinks. Second, resignations and deaths presently 
exceed ordinations. Finally, the number of priests moving to this 
country continues to increase, which will somewhat mitigate the 
negative staffing impact of increased clergy retirement, deaths and 
resignations.

Christ the King Church in Umkumiut, Alaska, built by 
Fr. John Hinsvark, in 1969.



Colonel, and having served for seven years as the State 
Area Command Chaplain, Father Hinsvark retired from 
the Alaska Army National Guard.  

For many years, Father Hinsvark had served also 
on the Diocesan Liturgical Commission and as a Consultor 
to the bishop.  On August 10, 2000, four days after Bishop 
Kaniecki died suddenly; it was Father Hinsvark who 
convened the Diocesan Board of Consultors to elect an 
interim Diocesan Administrator.  

In 2006, Father Hinsvark announced his retirement 
from the Diocese of Fairbanks.  Today he resides in 
Anchorage, Alaska, and continues to fill in for brother 
priests throughout the three Alaskan dioceses.

                   
MARTINEK, Father John B.

Excerpted from ALASKANA CATHOLICA,
 by Fr. Louis L. Renner, S.J.

John B. Martinek, son of Raymond G. and Rose B. 
Novak Martinek, was born on March 6, 1947, in Edgerton, 
Wisconsin.  In 1952, he moved with his parents back to 
their hometown of Chicago.  There he attended parochial 
schools for his elementary education.  In 1961, he entered 
Quigley Preparatory Seminary South, the minor seminary 
of the Archdiocese of Chicago.  He was encouraged in his 
vocation to the priesthood by the example of his parents-
-very devout and active Catholics—and by that of their 
pastor, Father Aloysius A. Menarik.  After graduating from 

Quigley in 1965, he continued his studies for the priesthood 
at Niles College of Loyola University, the archdiocesan 
major seminary.

John, along with other seminarians, spent the 
summer of 1966 in Mexico as part of a program coordinated 
by the Maryknoll Fathers.  In the small village of Tlaxco, 
in the Sierra Madre Mountains southeast of Mexico City, 
he was involved in community organization and Religious 
education.  It was a difficult summer for him, knowing little 
Spanish and being afflicted early on with dysentery.  As 
the summer was drawing to a close, he had little intention 
of returning.  On his final night in the village, two of the 
locals got involved in a gun fight over a card game.  One of 
the men died in John’s arms, as he and another seminarian 
tried to treat his wounds.  The people of the village, who 
had been very kind to and patient with the seminarians, 
were sure that they would never see these Americans 
again.  However, as the single-engine plane lifted off from 
the cow pasture “airport,” John and fellow seminarians 
on board vowed that they would return.  During the next 
four summers, he was back in Mexico.  His subsequent 
involvement in Hispanic ministry in inner-city Chicago 
was traceable back to those five summers in the remote 
mountains of Mexico.

After graduating from Niles College with a B.A. 
degree in sociology in 1969, John continued his education 
toward the priesthood at St. Mary of the Lake Seminary in 
Mundelein, Illinois.  During his years there, he helped out 
in the Hispanic parishes on Chicago’s Westside, working 
especially with Latino street gangs.  He became involved 
also as a legal aide and interpreter at the Cook County jail 
and the county criminal court.  His final year of preparation 
for the diaconate saw him at St. Mary of the Lake parish, 
Chicago.  He was ordained a priest on May 9, 1973, by 
Cardinal John P. Cody, Archbishop of Chicago.

Father Martinek’s first assignment as a priest was 
to St. Jerome’s parish, Chicago, where he ministered 
especially to the Cuban exile community and to the 
children in the parish school.

From 1974-78, he taught Spanish and Religion at 
the Quigley seminary, meanwhile also ministering, as time 
allowed, to Hispanic parishioners in the several different 
parishes in which he resided.

After four years of teaching in the minor seminary, 
Father Martinek felt a strong call to return to full-time 
parish ministry.  For the next 13 years, from 1978-91, he 
served in a number of different parishes, now as associate 
pastor, now as pastor.  In 1983, he was named pastor of St. 
Ann’s parish.  During his final six years as pastor of that 
1500-family parish, he was the only priest there.  Most 

The Alaskan Shepherd Newsletter  Volume 51 Number 4                    July-August 2013               Page  8

Fr. John Martinek on the occasion of his ordination to the 
priesthood, May 9, 1973, with his parents Raymond G. and Rose 
B. (Novak) Martinek.        --Photo courtesty of Fr. John Martinek.



“We are blessed to have so many supporters who make our work possible. I want to especially thank those of you who remember 
us in your prayers. Donations provide tangible benefits, but the power of prayer and the Lord’s grace is our bedrock. Thank 
you with all our hearts.”         --Bishop Donald J. Kettler

We want to thank in a special way those of you who have included the Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska (our legal title) in your bequests 
and wills, and those of you who, at the time of the deaths of dear ones, have suggested that in their memory contributions be made to the 
Missions of Northern Alaska or to the Alaskan Shepherd Endowment Fund. A suggested wording: “I give, devise and bequeath to the 
Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska, 1312 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska...”

of his ministry continued to be to Hispanic parishioners.  
Toward the end of his years at St. Ann’s, both of his 
parents became seriously ill.  An only child, he gave as 
time as his parish responsibilities allowed caring for them.  
After his mother died in 1989, and his father in 1990, he 
recognized that his caring for them and his parish ministry 
had drained him both emotionally and physically, and that 
he needed to get away for a 
time to revitalize himself.

In 1991, Cardinal 
Joseph L. Bernardin of Chicago 
graciously and generously 
accepted his resignation as 
pastor of St. Ann’s parish 
and granted him six months 
to travel and renew himself.  
On April 7, 1991, the Sunday 
after Easter Sunday, Father 
Martinek began what he calls 
“the great adventure.”  He 
loaded a tent, a sleeping bag, 
and his two dogs in the back 
of a Jeep, and began a drive to 
Alaska by way of Nova Scotia 
and over the back roads of 
Canada.  He arrived in Alaska 
in June for what he thought 
was a once-in-a-lifetime visit.  
“As I experienced the beauty,” 
he wrote, “of mountains and 
rivers, the wildlife and the wilderness of Canada and 
Alaska, all opening to me the beauty and love of God, I 
gradually began to be renewed in body and in spirit.”  As he 
was returning to the Lower 48, he became aware of a desire 
in him to return to Alaska, not just as a visitor, but as a 
priest.  In San Francisco, he abandoned his further planned 
itinerary, and drove back to Alaska, to talk to Michael J. 
Kaniecki, S.J., Bishop of Fairbanks at the time, about the 
possibilities of ministering in the Diocese of Fairbanks.  
Bishop Kaniecki’s reaction was favorable.

In September 1991, Father Martinek returned to 

Chicago, as scheduled, and continued on in a program of 
personal renewal.  During this, he discussed with Cardinal 
Bernardin the possibility of his ministering in Alaska.  
Rather reluctantly, the Cardinal gave him permission to 
serve in the Diocese of Fairbanks, “on loan,” for three 
years.

In December 1991, Father Martinek began his 
Alaskan ministry, among 
the Koyukon Athabaskan 
Indians along the middle 
Yukon River, as pastor of 
Our Lady of the Snows 
parish in Nulato, and 
as visiting priest to its 
two dependent missions, 
Koyukuk and Kaltag.  
Travel by snowmachine 
and boat was something 
new to him.  However, 
af ter  being pat ient ly 
instructed and guided by 
men of the village, he was 
soon at ease “traveling 
the river,” whether by 

snowmachine or boat.  
Before long, he came to 
enjoy the wilderness trips 
and “the peace of being 

in the beauty of God’s 
creation.”  While in Nulato, 

after spending the morning hours in prayer and doing 
maintenance work around the church/residence building, 
he generally spent the afternoons doing “the main village 
activity,” visiting homes, where he felt he did his most 
effective pastoral care work. 

After some three years on the middle Yukon--and 
after Cardinal Bernardin had granted him another, and 
“final,” three years in Alaska--Father Martinek, in 1995, 
took on the assignment of pastor of St. Francis Xavier 
parish in Kotzebue.  There he found himself in the land 
of the Inupiat Eskimos.  He found himself also in a land 
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Fr. John Martinek has served Our Lady of Sorrows Church in 
Delta Junction, Alaska, since 2002.  He retires in August 2013 
after serving as a priest in Alaska for 22 years and 40 years of 
priesthood.  The parish will be served by Fr. Stanislaw Jaszek at 
that time.  

                                               --Photo courtesty of Fr. John Martinek.



not without natural wonders of its own.  With the pen of 
a poet, he wrote:  “In December, we get down to less than 
three hours of ‘daylight.’  This, in reality, is no more than 
a twilight, when the sun, barely brushing the southern 
horizon, paints, in pastel colors, at the same time the 
sunrise and sunset across the sky, the frozen Sound, and 
the distant mountains.”  He was fascinated, too, by the 
“brilliant displays of northern lights.”  

After three years of ministry in Kotzebue, Father 
Martinek could write, “As I loved priestly ministry in 
the inner-city of Chicago, and loved priestly ministry on 
the middle Yukon, so I now love and find joy in priestly 
ministry here in Kotzebue.”  That was in 1998, the year 
he celebrated his silver jubilee as a priest.  By now, 
he was convinced that it was in Alaska that he wanted 
to spend the rest of his active years as a priest.  While 
in Chicago for jubilee celebrations, he asked the new 
Archbishop of Chicago, Cardinal Francis E. George, 
O.M.I., for permission to be incardinated into the Diocese 
of Fairbanks.  Permission was granted.  On January 1, 
2000, Father Martinek officially became a priest of the 
Missionary Diocese of Fairbanks.

In the year 2002, Father Martinek ended his 
tenure in Kotzebue, to become pastor both of Our Lady of 
Sorrows parish in Delta Junction and of Holy Rosary parish 
in Tok, as well as visiting priest to the former’s dependent 
mission, Eagle.  
For the first time, 
since he came 
to minister as a 
priest in Alaska, 
he was now on 
t h e  h i g h w a y 
system.  To his 
joy, he was still, more than ever, surrounded by the beauties 
of the Alaskan wilderness, especially by mountains.  

During his summers in Mexico as a seminarian, 
many years earlier, Father Martinek had prayed Psalm 121 
every time he looked out the window toward the Sierra 
Madre Mountains.  In Kotzebue, every time he went out the 
front door of St. Francis Xavier Church and looked across 
the waters of Kotzebue Sound to the mountains on the far 
side, he had prayed it.  On his new assignment, too, as he 
drove between Delta Junction and Tok in the shadow of 
the Alaska Range, he continued to pray:  I lift up my eyes 
toward the mountains: whence shall help come to me?            
My help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

In 2013, Father Martinek announced his retirement 
from the Diocese of Fairbanks. Father John has purchased a 
motor home and plans to travel to Mexico, where he spent 

his seminarian summers.  He is not sure in what way he 
will be called to minister but he is looking forward to the 
traveling and to the adventure.

 
DE VERTEUIL, Father Jack

Excerpted from ALASKANA CATHOLICA, 
by Fr. Louis L. Renner, S.J.

Jack de Verteuil was born on February 11, 1942, 
in Trinidad, British West Indies.  In 1953, the family 
immigrated to Canada.  In 1965, he graduated from 
King’s College, London, Ontario, with a B.A. degree in 
English and History.  “The years from 1965-87,” in his 
words, “were a quilted patchwork of work and study:  
teaching high school in the Yukon Territory and Central, 
B.C.; work at an asbestos mine in the Yukon; stock room 
clerk for Simpson-Sears in Vancouver, B.C.; and then a 
social worker for Catholic Community Services, also in 
Vancouver.”

During one of his teaching years, Jack was intrigued 
by a colleague’s statement:  “While man can invent many 
wondrous things, he cannot invent himself.”  This remark led 
to a deep interest in philosophy and theology on Jack’s part.  
Impressed by the missionary work being done in northern 
Canada by the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, 
he joined that Congregation, in the late 1970s.  In 1982, 

he obtained a 
B a c h e l o r  o f 
Theology degree 
from Newman 
T h e o l o g i c a l 
C o l l e g e ,  S t . 
Albert, Alberta, 
C a n a d a .  

However, realizing that he was not called to be an 
“Order” priest, he left the Oblates and went to Spokane, 
Washington, where, in August 1987, he entered Mater Dei 
Institute.  Sponsored by Gonzaga University, the institute 
offered a seminary program for older men aspiring to the 
priesthood.  Mater Dei was founded by Jesuit Fathers 
Armand M. Nigro, Vincent J. Beuzer, and John J. Evoy, 
its first Rector-President.  Jack singled Father Nigro out 
as one who was especially helpful to him on his journey 
to the priesthood.  

In 1988, Jack earned his M.A. degree in Spirituality 
from Gonzaga University and was ordained a deacon.  He 
spent his diaconate year, 1988-89, at St. Michael’s parish in 
McGrath, Alaska.  There he lived through “the great cold 
of January 1989.”  He saw the temperature plummet to a 
record low of minus 76 degrees.  For weeks, no planes flew.
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Modern medicine has greatly extended the average life span. Retirement has 
changed from a relatively rare happening to a right. When Franklin Roosevelt signed 
the initial Social Security legislation, only one in 16 Americans reached the retirement 
age of 65. *People age 65 and older now (2010 Census) make up 13 percent of the 
total population, compared with 12.4 percent in 2000 and 4.1 percent in 1900.



The Alaskan Shepherd  Newsletter  Volume 51 Number 4                    July-August 2013                   Page 11

On October 28, 1989, Jack was ordained a priest 
for the Diocese of Fairbanks, in Sacred Heart Cathedral, 
Fairbanks, by Michael J. Kaniecki, S.J., Bishop of 
Fairbanks at the time.  Father de Verteuil spent his first 

year as a priest at St. Nicholas parish in North Pole.
In 1990, he was appointed assistant pastor of St. 

Joseph’s parish in Nome.  As such, he served also as 
visiting priest to St. Joseph’s dependent stations:  Teller, 
Little Diomede Island, and Unalakleet.  

In 1994, Father de Verteuil became pastor of the 
so-called “Railbelt”—the communities strung out for 110 
miles along the Parks Highway and the Alaska Railroad 
from Nenana all the way to Cantwell.  For the first two 
years, he made his headquarters in Anderson, out of which 
he also visited Clear Air Force Radar Station, Nenana, 
Healy, Cantwell, and Denali National Park.  In 1996, 
he began to make his headquarters in Healy, visiting the 
above mentioned places out of there.  It was not long 
before he recognized, and gratefully acknowledged, deep 
indebtedness to both Sister Agnes Wilcox, S.M.S.M., long-

time Pastoral Administrator of the Nenana 
parish, and to Barbara Walters, Pastoral 
Administrator of the Healy parish since 1980, 
the year of its founding.  He came to regard 
both as “the two keys to successful ministry 
on the Railbelt.”

An avid downhill skier, as well as an 
enthusiastic professional sports fan, Father de 
Verteuil, found relaxation on the slopes, or in 
front of a TV set watching the Houston Oilers 
or the Montreal Canadiens or the Toronto Blue 
Jays.  He found peace and relaxation, too, in 
taking “Sibir,” his Siberian Husky, on long 
wilderness walks.  Punning on his first name, 

he admitted to being “a jack-of-all-trades, and a master of 
none.”  First and foremost, he has been a committed priest 
of the Lord. 

In 2010, Father de Verteuil requested to move to 
a different place, hoping “to return to my roots in Canada 
or somewhere along the Rocky Mountain Front.” In 
2010 he moved to Cut Bank, Montana, to minister to the 
parishioners of St. Margaret Catholic Church.  2011 found 
him at St. Mary Immaculate Church, in St. Marie’s, Idaho.  
In 2012, at the age of 70, he announced his retirement from 
the Diocese of Fairbanks and from 2012 to the first part 
of 2013, Fr. de Verteuil ministered in Haines Junction, 
Canada, at Our Lady of the Way.  This year will find him 
at Our Lady of Victory parish in Whitehorse, Canada.

In the Diocese of Fairbanks, Diocesan priests 
can retire at age 70 or when they have reached 40 
years of service. Currently the diocese is responsible 
for supporting three priests in their retirement.  In 
the next 20 years we will add 7 more priests to that 
amount.  Without considering the cost of inflation,  
that will require a retirement fund of over $265,000 
annually.

Fr. Jack  de Verteuil began serving the parish of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
Healy, in 1994, he left in 2010, after having been ordained for the 
Diocese of Fairbanks in 1989, and serving 21 years in Alaska.  Retiring 
officially from the Diocese in 2012, Fr. Jack still continues to minister in 
Canada.          --Photo courtesty of Alaskan Shepherd Archives.

Fr. Jack deVerteuil  in Cut Bank, Montana, in 2010, at 
St. Margaret Catholic Church.   --Photo courtesty of 
Linda Bruch, Cut Bank Pioneer Press.
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The quick melting this year caused an unprecedented flood 
on the middle Yukon River, which destroyed 90 percent of 
the village of Galena, a mostly Native Athabascan village 
of 484 inhabitants.  The waters began rising on May 28th, 
when an ice jam downriver stopped the flow of the river.  
Three-hundred people were evacuated to Fairbanks or to 
nearby communities.  Our Catholic Church in Galena, St. 
John Berchmans, is greatly damaged.  Beyond the dam-
age to the buildings, we also lost many supplies that sim-
ply floated away or were damaged beyond repair.  Among 
these, a snowmachine, a four-wheeler, and many Toyo 
Stoves.   Here are some excerpts from recent news articles:

“I can only describe it as a fearful, miserable day,” wrote evacuee Eric Huntington to the News Miner after ar-
riving safely in Ruby, Alaska. “With no electricity or running water and a limited supply of water and food, I 
wouldn’t describe it as anything less than a life and death situation because we had almost no time to grab any-

thing from our homes.”
Alaska Governor Sean Parnell requested a federal disaster declaration on June 14. The floods, his office said in 
a statement “resulted from a rapid thaw after an extended, colder-than-average spring,” leading to an ice jam 

which, combined with runoff from the melting snow in the Alaska Gateway, caused the catastrophic flooding.
Damage was already above $10 million and was still being assessed at press time. Public infrastructure and more 
than 225 homes are among the casualties. Numerous Native Alaskan communities were also damaged besides 

Galena.
“The disaster has left 194 homes uninhabitable and keeping Alaskans safe and restoring them to their homes 
remains our priority,” Parnell said.  Parnell had already issued a state disaster declaration on May 31 to activate 
Alaska’s disaster recovery programs, and the Alaska Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Manage-

ment is also assisting evacuees.
The Tanana Chiefs warned Galena residents that it was not yet safe to return.

“Galena is a hazardous place at this time due to diesel, sewage, and ice damage,” the consortium wrote in a letter 
to residents on June 2, citing sewage spills, hazardous materials, spilled fuel, destroyed dump, loose power lines, 
downed and falling trees, heavy-equipment traffic and limited infrastructure as factors making it “dangerous to 

visit.” The letter urged residents and those from surrounding communities to stay away.

It seems that one thing is very clear.  Everyone, the 
old and the young, lost something.

The diocese has established a fund for donations 
to the Yukon Flood victims.  The fund will assist 
those left homeless and struggling from flooding 
this year; it will help too with the replacement of 
parish supplies and damage to the church, rectory, 
and retreat center.    Please consider an additional 
donation to help alleviate some of the cost of re-
building in Galena.

Photos courtesy of NSW 
(National Weather Service-River Watch)

FLOOD DESTRUCTION IN 
GALENA ALASKA


