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  Some give by going to the Missions     Some go by giving to the Missions               Without both there are no Missions

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA
1312 PEGER ROAD FAIRBANKS, ALASKA  99709

Phone: 907-374-9532  www.dioceseoffairbanks.org

Special Masses are offered throughout the year for 
you and your intentions by our Missionary Priests. 
Please pray that God may bless us and our work.

Ever Ancient, Ever New:
Keeping Traditions Alive In Changing Times

Dominic and Malora (Lala) Hunt 
were both raised as Catholics. They 
were also raised in the Yup’ik way 
or “Yup’igcetun.” On Holy Feast 
Days Dominic’s family would trav-
el to a neighboring village where 
the priest celebrated Mass and the 
school would host games. They 
spoke Yup’ik and their families 
lived off the land, using kayaks 
on the water, or dog teams in the 
winter.  They relied mostly on fish, 
mammals and water fowl. While 
many of us can identify with their 
Catholic upbringing, the other facet 
of their early years might be foreign 
to us.
 In Alaska, we call this a 
subsistence lifestyle. Our church 
teaches us that the opportunity to 
work and to earn a living is a right 
of all people. Within theYup’ik 
culture these are blended perfectly 
according to Pat Tam, Dominic and 
Malora’s friend and the Director of 

Commemorative 
Ornament 

Offer 
Enclosed

Editor’s Note:  In October 2012, we put the premier edition of Alaska Catholic in the mail to our Alaskan parishioners.  
�e magazine is a joint venture by the Alaska Catholic Conference of Bishops, the ACCB, which is composed of the 
Bishop of Fairbanks, Bishop Edward J. Burns of Juneau, and Archbishop Roger L. Schwietz, O.M.I., of Anchorage.  
Our Winter 2014 issue focuses on the “Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers and Solidarity.”  I am pleased 
to o�er you the following excerpt from the magazine written by Robert Hannon, Chancellor of the Diocese of 
Fairbanks and the magazine’s Publication Editor.   Photos are courtesy of Patrick C. Tam, Director Adult Faith 
Program, Y-K Region.        --Patty Walter

Lala and Dominic outside 
their log cabin home 
which they built from 
wood gathered from the 
Yukon River.

Adult Faith Formation in the Yukon Kuskokwim, or Y-K, region of the Diocese 
of Fairbanks.
 We can separate “living off the land” from “faith-life.”  But for Yupiit 
(“real people”) living off the land is the very expression of their spirituality.   The 
activities of fishing, gathering, and hunting embody spiritual values just as we 
might say “devotions, Mass, and works of charity embody Catholic spirituality.”   
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This woven fabric of faith, life and work has stood 
the test of time, but today it faces challenges like never 
before. A changing climate has shifted patterns of fish and 
game so hunters travel farther afield to feed their families. 
Snow machines and outboard motors have extended the 
hunting range, but also drawn Yup’ik families more deeply 
into a cash economy, an economy where jobs are scarce. 
At the same time, modern media is eroding Native ways of  
knowing. Young people today are less likely to speak their 
Native languages or absorb essential points of Yup’igcetun.
 Alaska Natives are working hard to find the right mix 
of tradition and modern life that allows them to keep core 
cultural values safe while adapting to the flood of change. 
Dominic and Malora say at an early age they learned of 
their natural surroundings which made them aware of the 
power and beauty of the earth and its abundant gifts. They 
were taught to thrive in the cold and harsh environment.
 Dominic Hunt grew up in the old village of Pastolik 
until his family moved to Kotlik when he was a teenager.  
His father had no formal schooling, but nevertheless Dom-
inic says he provided for his wife and eight children. 
 “Mostly it was salmon that was caught and dried at 
fish camp in the summer. Ducks and geese were stored in 
the smoke house.  If they caught a whale they would cook 
it and store it in barrels for the winter.  There was also ice 
fishing, setting hooks under the ice. Mother put out snares 
for rabbits and ptarmigans.”
 His father was also a skilled craftsman. Dominic 
recalls him creating spears, spear throwers, wooden spoons 
and other objects necessary for daily life.  This brought in 
cash for staples such as flour, lard, tea and coffee. 
 On her side of the family, Malora’s father grew up 
at the Akulurak mission. That experience and his comfort 
with English helped him get a job as a school cook when 
he was older. Even though he had a paying job, Malora 
says, her father ran a trap line and in summer worked as a 
commercial fisherman. 
 Malora says her mother lacked schooling and spoke 
only Yup’ik to her and her four siblings.  “That was a great 
blessing. Few people of our generation know the language 
as we do.”
 Dominic and Malora met and married in Emmonak, 
where they still make their home. Dominic works as a car-
penter and plumber, while Malora is a school secretary. Both 
are active members in their parish, Sacred Heart Church. 
Malora has served on the regional and diocesan pastoral 
councils for years.
 Together they have raised five children. As every 

Subsistence involves the whole extended family.  Values are 
passed through participating in activities of hunting and 
gathering.  Lala and Dominic take their granddaughter 
Aurora and grandson Kale �omas out �shing.

Dominic and Lala also work together during commercial 
salmon �shing as well as subsistence �shing.  Here they 
are lining up as �shermen come to sell their catch.

"Egging" is an important subsistence activity of  early 
summer.

“We are blessed to have so many supporters who make our work possible. I want to especially thank those of you who 
remember us in your prayers. Donations provide tangible benefits, but the power of prayer and the Lord’s grace is 
our bedrock. Thank you with all our hearts.”        --Archbishop Roger L. Schwietz, OMI
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          Date___________F01 S201403
Dear Archbishop Schwietz,
I want to help you and the  missionaries ministering in Northern Alaska to bring the Mass, the 
Sacraments, religious education, and training to the widely-scattered Indian and Eskimo people of 
Christ.  Please accept this donation to your General Fund and use it where most needed.     
AMOUNT OF GIFT:           $15            $25            $50         $100  $250       Other$____________
Name__________________________StreetNo.____________________________________
P.O.Box______________________________City_________________State_______
Zip________
If donating by check please make payable to:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA    or CBNA 
If donating by credit card: NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD: _________________________________
TYPE OF CARD (Visa, Master Card or Discover Cards only): VISA___     MASTER CARD___     DISCOVER___          
One Time Only:(  )      Monthly:(  )      Quarterly:(  )      Twice A Year: (  )    Annually:(  )
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential): _________________________________
EXP  DATE:_________
PHONE:___________________EMAIL:_____________________________
SIGNATURE: _______________________________________________________

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA/CBNA 1312 PEGER ROAD*FAIRBANKS, AK*99709

Your first class 49¢ stamp 
         donations are greatly appreciated.

�ank you for your gi� to 

our GENERAL FUND!

Find Box Tops coupons on hundreds of your 
favorite products. Each Box Top coupon is 
worth 10¢ for our school.  Twice each year, 
Box Tops will send a check to our school 
for each Box Tops coupon redeemed, up to 
$20,000 each year.

CLIPPING BOX TOPS IS A 
GREAT WAY TO HELP THE 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
OF FAIRBANKS

Campbell’s labels 
are also gratefully 

accepted!

A message from Immaculate Conception School, Fairbanks:
�anks for supporting our school! Together, we can make a big 
di�erence! Please continue to clip Box Tops and send them to the 
Alaskan Shepherd o�ce so we can mail them in and get cash for 
our school!      For more information visit www.boxtops4education.com

    Date___________F01 S201403_CRD
We are o�ering our beautiful Our Lady of the Arctic Snows Christmas 
Cards at a reduced cost, to help reduce our inventory.  Normally the cards 
are $10.00, for a package of 12 cards.  �ey are available, while supplies 
last for $6.00 .
Please specify the design and quantity to the right.
Name_____________________________StreetNo._________________________

City__________________________________State_______Zip_______________
If donating by check please make payable to:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN 
ALASKA    or CBNA 
If donating by credit card: NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD: 
___________________________________________________________________
TYPE OF CARD:  VISA_____     MASTER CARD_____     DISCOVER_____          
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential):_________________________
EXP  DATE:_________PHONE:__________EMAIL:_____________________
SIGNATURE: ______________________________________________________

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA/CBNA 1312 PEGER ROAD*FAIRBANKS, AK*99709

12 Cards/$6.00 each package
Pack A____  Quantity____Total Enclosed $_____
Pack B____  Quantity____Total Enclosed $_____
Pack C____  Quantity____Total Enclosed $_____
*D-Labels____  Quantity____Total Enclosed $_____

C-4½x6½

A-5x7

No Inside Verse

B-4½x6½

A&B Inside Verse

*D

*We will use the 
address to the le� for 

label imprint.1 Sheet
=34 Labels 
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A purchase of any of the books featured above helps to alleviate expenses in the Missionary Diocese of Fairbanks.
Yes, please send ____copy(ies) of 

 ____A JOURNEY THROUGH 50 YEARS OF FAITH, HOPE, AND LOVE, A Commemorative 50th   
  Anniversary Issue. I am enclosing $30.00 for each book. F67

 ____ALASKANA CATHOLICA, A History of the Catholic Church in Alaska, Written By Fr. Louis L.   
  Renner, S.J. I am enclosing $85.00 for each book. F92

 ____A KINDLY PROVIDENCE, An Alaskan Missionary’s Story, Written By Fr. Louis L. Renner, S.J. 
  I am  enclosing $35.00 for each book. F921

 ____GLEESON,�e Last Vicar Apostolic of All of Alaska, Written By Sr. Carol Louise Hiller, O.P. 
  I am enclosing $20.00 for each book. F91
NAME_______________________________________SIGNATURE: _________________________________

Address: ___________________________________City, State, Zip:___________________________________
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential):  _______________________________________________
NAME AS LISTED ON CREDIT CARD:  _______________________________________________________
VCC# (Last three digits on back of card):______________Amount Enclosed:  $_____________________
EXP_______________PHONE:___________________________EMAIL:_______________________________

Please Make Checks Payable to CBNA (CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA) 

A Journey Through 50 
Years of Faith, Hope, 
and Love, in softcover, 
spans 178 pages with 

full color illustrations.

Alaskana  Ca tho l i ca ,  i n 
hardcover, spans 702 pages 
including close to 400 images.

Gleeson ,  The  Las t 
Vicar Apostolic of All 
of Alaska, in softcover, 

spans 345 pages.

A Kindly Providence, 
in softcover, spans 583 
pages including some 

80  illustrations.

$30

$35

              You are invited to join us on the novena days (June 19th through June 27th) inclusive by praying the following 
prayer:  O Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, you said:  “Ask, and you shall receive; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it 
shall be opened to you.”  With confidence in your loving, compassionate Heart, I come to you as the fountain of every 
blessing.  I ask you to make my heart humble and holy like yours.  Grant me to live a holy life and to die a happy death.  
During this novena I humbly ask also for certain spiritual and temporal favors:______________________________.
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on me!  List Intentions HERE:______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Additionally, we will remember you, each and every week, during our staff Mass and in a special way during our annual Novenas.
Novena in Honor of the Sacred Heart June 19-27th (2014)--(*Corrected date from April-May Issue)

Novena in Honor of St. Therese September 23-October 1st (2014)

$85 $20
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 THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF FAIRBANKS       May  2014

Dear Co-Missionaries in Christ, 

�ank you for your past and present support of the Missionary Diocese 
of Fairbanks.  As you may be aware, the diocese has been without a 
bishop since November 2013.  I expect, in the very near future, the 
appointment of a new bishop.  Given that news, and anticipating the 
expenses connected with the forthcoming celebrations, the diocese 
is understandably concerned about raising the funds that would 
allow us to welcome our new spiritual leader to his new home and 
meet the costs associated with the ordination and/or installation 
of a bishop. As you well know, our diocese carries the status 
of missionary.  �irty-eight of our 46 parishes are not �nancially self-
sustaining. Additionally, the parishes are located in harsh and remote areas without 
road access.

It is our hope that we can acquire funding to assist with renting a venue that will accommodate the 
large number of attendees. Attendees will include our own parishioners from our eight local road 
system parishes, representatives from our 38 non-road parishes, and also our religious, clerical, 
and lay men and women, who have served and are serving within our diocese. Many reside in 
the aforementioned bush villages, so would be unable to attend without air transportation.

�e ordination and/or installation celebration will begin with a Vespers service and Mass in 
Fairbanks. �e liturgy will integrate the rich traditions of many peoples of the north, including 
Inupiat, Yup’ik and Čupik Eskimos, and Athabascan Indians, and it will include a wide variety 
of diverse elements such as Native drumming and music and readings in both English and in 
the Native tongue of our village parishioners. A reception will follow the Mass and will include 
Alaska Native dancing and storytelling.

So you see, it is a time to celebrate, but we greatly want to raise the funds outside of our operational 
budget.  And frankly, we are having a rough go at meeting our most basic expenses.  It is di�cult 
to keep the parishes heated, maintained, and to pay our current necessary travel expenses to get 
our Missionaries into and out of the bush villages.  I hate to ask, but �nd it necessary to appeal 
for a little extra help this year to assist with the costs of travel and lodging.

You are receiving this letter because you are already supporting our missions and I am so grateful 
for you and your generosity. I truly hate to ask but additional funding is what is necessary to keep 
the mission operating, while we make plans to welcome our new Bishop of Fairbanks.  Would an 
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additional gi�  be within your means?  No gi�  would be too small. 

� ank you for giving prayerful consideration to these speci� c, present 
needs of the Missionary Diocese of Fairbanks.  As always, I am most 
grateful for your past and future support for our Missions.

 Sincerely yours in Christ and Mary,
 

 +Roger L Schwietz, OMI
 Apostolic Administrator – Diocese of Fairbanks
 Archbishop–Archdiocese of Anchorage

PS—As a special gift to you and in gratitude for your gift of $25.00 
or more, I’d like to send you a commemorative Christmas Ornament 
featuring Our Lady of the Arctic Snows.Please check below if you would 
like to receive an ornament and I will send it to you!

 

Dear Archbishop Schwietz,
I would like to help fund the cost of the Ordination or Installation of your new bishop.  
If the event should become fully funded, please use my donation where most needed.

Name__________________________________Address___________________________________________

City________________________________________________________________Zip__________________

Amount $______________

If paying by check please make payable to:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA OR CBNA.  If paying by credit card:  

NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD:____________________________________________________________________
TYPE OF CARD:   VISA________  MASTERCARD________ DISCOVER ________EXP DATE_________

CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly con� dential):______________________________PHONE:____________________________
EMAIL_______________________________________SIGNATURE__________________________________________________ 
S201403ORD

YES! Please send me an Our Lady of the 
Arctic Snows Ornament with my donation.

Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska/CBNA* 1312 Peger Road *Fairbanks, Alaska  *99709-5199
Phone:  907-374-9532    Fax:  907-374-9580 akshep@cbna.org

Ornament Back Side
Ornament is 2 13/16” height by 2 1/16” 

No, do not send an ornament 
with my donation.
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parent knows, the work of mentoring and bringing children 
to adulthood isn’t for the faint hearted. Popular culture has 
found its way into villages through radio, television and 
increasingly through the internet. Dominic says parenting 
today means having one foot planted on the earth, while the 
other gingerly steps into cyber space. 
 “It’s doubly challenging for the parents to keep up 
with what’s happening today, so they can talk on the same 
level with their kids. A lot of doors open for kids today. 
Sometimes too, the doors close behind them, so parents have 
trouble talking with their kids behind those doors.”
 One of the ways the Hunts have kept doors open is by 
including their kids in hunting, harvesting and fishing. For 
Dominic, nature provides for families just as an employer 
might and it deserves respect. In our modern culture, a sub-
sistence lifestyle is often overlooked as a valuable means of 
work.  However, in most Native American traditional life-
styles, the dignity of this work in providing for your family 
was based (and still is based somewhat today) on your ac-
complishments as a hunter/gatherer.  Also, he says, learning 
the skills necessary to live off the land gives the young as 
sense of accomplishment.  “Our kids need to know how to 
stand up on their own two feet,” he says.
Malora admits that when their children were younger tradi-
tional foods lacked the allure modern marketing or packaging 
offers. That has changed as the kids have set up their own 
homes. She adds that teaching the children to respect land 
involved understanding and respecting limits.
 “When they take game I want them to only take what 
they can use and not over consume. I want them to balance 
their needs and at the same time have respect for the earth. 
If we over consume, it can lead to troubles.”
 This sense of respect for the earth and life is char-
acteristic of Yup’igcetun. Ann Fienup-Riordan is a cultural 
anthropologist who has worked with the Yup’ik for decades.  

In her book Hunting Tradition in a Changing World: Yup’ik 
Lives in Alaska Today she writes the challenges a changing 
climate and cultural disruption pose are real. Nevertheless 
she is confident Yup’ik people will exhibit the same re-
sourcefulness they’ve demonstrated for thousands of years. 
In a recent interview she elaborated. “Creativity is the name 
of the game. And people are meeting those challenges.  I 
think there is a new white fish fishery now.  They are trying 
other things so they can stay out there.”
 She also lauds the way the Hunts and other families 
adapt to the times while continuing traditional activities as 
a family. “When the whole family is involved in that the 
young people are learning the values, not just the technical 
aspects, the values of working together as a family.”
 That, says Pat Tam is what he’s observed with 
Dominic and Malora. 
 “They taught their children to be strong in who they 
are and to be ready to make use of new knowledge and 
new technologies to become good healthy adults. Yup’ik 
people use the word Yup’igcetun to mean the “Yup’ik way 
of life.” Another way to understand this might be “the path 
or way of becoming a real person.”  From what I’ve seen 
and experienced, Dominic and Lala have done their best in 
providing such a path for their children.”

Lala and Dominic's son helping put away for the 
winter subsistence meat from the moose he harvested.  

Salmon cut and ready to be smoked into "dry�sh," the 
staple food of the Yup'ik people in this region.
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Fr. Joseph J. Krupps is a Roman Catholic Priest serving the 
Diocese of Lansing. Currently, pastor of two parishes:  Sacred 
Heart, in Hudson, and St. Mary’s, in Manitou Beach.  Fr. Joe 
writes a column for Alaska Catholic called, “In the Know with 
Fr. Joe”. He is also a Chaplain for the MSU Football Team and 
former Chaplain for the East Lansing Police Department.

Q. Dear Father Joe: How does the church pick 
bishops?

A. This was a great question for me! I stared at it for 
a long time and realized I really had no idea how it is 
done. I researched and found some great stuff; more 
information can be found on the Web site: http://www.
usccb.org/about/leadership/appointing-bishops.cfm. 

 The first point is that the Holy Spirit makes the 
choice. I like that. It would be too easy to simply delve 
into the process while forgetting the most important part. 
We believe the Holy Spirit guides the church in a holy 
and special way. We can trust that Jesus does not leave 
his flock abandoned, thank God!

 Finding the right priest begins with the bishop of 
a region submitting names of priests with the right gifts to 
the local metropolitan bishop. In the Dioceses of Alaska, 
the bishops of Fairbanks and Juneau would supply names 
to the Archbishop of Anchorage.

 The next step is when the bishops of an area 
meet with their metropolitan and make a list to give to 
the papal nuncio. 

The papal nuncio is someone the pope appoints to do 
two things:

 - to serve as the ambassador to a country and  
 - to represent the pope for all the Catholics in 
that country. 

 The papal nuncio for the U.S. is Most Rev. Carlo 
Maria Viganò. 

 In the next step, Archbishop Viganò checks out 
the priests on the list - he prays and discerns to identify 
their strengths and weaknesses. The priests` friends and 
family receive a confidential form to fill out to assist in 
Archbishop Viganò`s investigation. The result of this 
process is that the nuncio has a solid understanding of the 

various priests whom the bishops consider good prospects for 
the episcopacy. This way, when a diocese opens up, the nuncio 
can send the Congregation for Bishops in Rome a shorter list 
of priests whose particular gifts and talents will fit that diocese 
best.

 Now that the Congregation of Bishops has a list, they 
pray about it and discuss it together. The end result is that they 
send the pope an even shorter list. The pope sits down with the 
congregation and the nuncio to pray and discuss whom the Holy 
Spirit is calling them to appoint. 

 Now, as I understand it, neither the papal nuncio nor 
the pope are slaves to this list: They can choose whomever they 
feel the Spirit is calling them to appoint.

 
Thanks for this question.

– Fr. Joe Krupp

We want to thank in a special way those 
of you who have included the Catholic 
Bishop of Northern Alaska (our legal title) 
in your bequests and wills, and those of 
you who, at the time of the deaths of dear 
ones, have suggested that in their memory 
contributions be made to the Missions of 
Northern Alaska or to the Alaskan Shepherd 
Endowment Fund. A suggested wording: 
“I give, devise and bequeath to the Catholic 
Bishop of Northern Alaska, 1312 Peger 
Road, Fairbanks, Alaska...”

Contact us at (907) 374-9500 or email  teresa@
cbna.org for more information on gift opportunities.


