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  Some give by going to the Missions     Some go by giving to the Missions               Without both there are no Missions

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA
1312 PEGER ROAD FAIRBANKS, ALASKA  99709

Phone: 907-374-9532  www.dioceseoffairbanks.org

Special Masses are offered throughout the year for 
you and your intentions by our Missionary Priests. 
Please pray that God may bless us and our work.

Nancy Cook Hanson
The HEART of The Catholic Schools of Fairbanks

Editor’s Note: She is benevolent, fervent, and altruistic.  But words alone cannot begin 
to describe Nancy Cook Hanson.  I asked Nancy’s colleagues, her staff, members of the 
school board, and students to send me a few words about Nancy.  I received numerous 
and extensive replies--I have included several in this newsletter—all applauding Nancy’s 
impeccable character, her leadership qualities, and her ability to build a team. She has 
an uncanny ability to put the right people together, in the right place at the right time.  
She is an outstanding listener and she has a remarkable ability to see people’s pain and 
suffering and to initiate healing.  On occasion she can be found seated, but before you 
know it she’s on her feet; she leads, she summons, she coerces, she applauds, she feels, 
and, she makes you want to be a part of whatever she’s selling.  And what she’s selling 
is the opportunity to take part in one of the finest experiences you can offer a child, that 
is to be educated within the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks.

 It is difficult to acknowledge the great successes and 
the true impact that Nancy has made on the Catholic Schools 
and in the community of Fairbanks, for as quick as she is to 
roll up her sleeves and jump into the trenches, she is just as 
swift to beat a hasty retreat when it is time for accolades.  It’s 
as if she has an inner knowing that she might be celebrated, 
and in that moment, “poof” she’s gone.
 Through the 26 years that I have known Nancy, I 
have been inspired by her devotion, warmed by her friendship, 
and moved by her kindness.  Today, I have two high school 
students attending Monroe High and one elementary student 
at Immaculate Conception.  I believe that the Catholic 
Schools in Fairbanks are successful, in large part, because 
of Nancy.  She is dedicated, involved, and interested in the 
students that walk the halls of academe under her leadership.  
I find her to be one of the most compassionate people I have 
ever met.  To my mind, in Fairbanks, Catholic education and 
Nancy Cook Hanson are synonymous.  She greatly deserves 
recognition for her selfless dedication and accomplishments 
as an excellent Catholic educator. I hope that this issue will 
help you become more familiar with why it is so important 
to continue to support our only Catholic School here in the 
Diocese of Fairbanks.  I am pleased to introduce you to 
Nancy Cook Hanson, the HEART of the Catholic Schools 
of Fairbanks.   —Patty Walter

Photo courtesy of 907 Group



“We are blessed to have so many supporters who make our work possible. I want to especially thank those of you 
who remember us in your prayers. Donations provide tangible benefits, but the power of prayer and the Lord’s grace is our bedrock. 

Thank you with all our hearts.”        --Archbishop Roger L. Schwietz, OMI
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Nancy Ann Cook was born in Fairbanks, Alaska, 
on March 3, 1953.  Her parents, Pat and Earl 
Cook, moved to Fairbanks in 1938.  Earl sold real 
estate; Pat was a legal secretary.  Nancy has three 
brothers:  Mike, Skip, and Jeff, and two sisters, 
Jenny and Toni.

Of her entrance into the world, Nancy’s 
brother Jeff Cook reflects:

I was nine when Nancy was born and she 
has been a keeper from the start.  I particularly 
remember helping taking care of her as she was #5 
out of six children and Mom and Dad could use all 
the help they could get.  In fact, Mom and Dad had a 
clever birth announcement of a full house hand, three 
boys and two girls, after Nancy was born.  I used to 

push her around the Slaterville neighborhood in 
a buggy when she was a baby, as the family lived 
in the house, just down from the school, where 
Nancy lives now.  I remember coming down Betty 
Street the summer of 1953, pushing Nancy past 
where the Catholic School gym and the Monroe 
Foundation offices now sit.  I am sure it was that 
early exposure to the area that drew Nancy back 
to coach, to teach, and eventually, to lead the 
Catholic Schools of Fairbanks and the Monroe 
Foundation.

 She attended grade school at Nordale School. 
During this time her father, 
Earl, took her to school every 
day and picked her up in the 
afternoons.  In 6th grade Nancy 
started to walk to school with a 
friend who lived in the Graehl 
subdivision.  She would walk 
to her house every day, and 
then they would continue on to 
Nordale together, a distance of 
about 1.6 miles from her home.  
Nancy remembers:  We prided 
ourselves that year on walking 
to school even when it was -30 
(though I am certain we could 

turn this into a fish story and say -50.)  It was at Nordale 
that I “fell in love” with school, learning, the classroom 
community, and this is where I began my deep admiration 
and respect for the vocation of teaching.  Emily Kemak 
was principal while I attended, and she influenced my life 
until her death in 2008—and still does for that matter.  

Photos courtesy of Cook Family

I have known Nancy since I was a kid.  Nancy’s family had a cabin near my family’s cabin at Harding Lake.  Her 
sister Toni and I went to high school together.  I began teaching in the fall of 1984. Nancy came up to me one 
time and told me that her mother was happy that I got a job at Immaculate Conception School; that was 30 years 
ago.  I have known Nancy during the time she served as the principal of the high school, the superintendent, 
superintendent/principal of our elementary school and now the superintendent of both schools.  
     When my father died in 1997, Nancy offered to put together a memorial service for him.  I told her my dad 
didn’t want a memorial service.  I will never forget what Nancy said.  She told me, “the memorial service isn’t 
for your father, it is for you and your family and your friends to say goodbye and to help you to move on with 
God’s help.”  Nancy lead that memorial service and she really helped me through a very sad time.  I will always 
appreciate her help.

Marci Ward
Immaculate Conception Grade School, 3rd Grade Teacher
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In my early days at  Monroe, I was surprised one day to 
see Mrs. Kemak.  She was volunteering for the HIPOW 
auction.  She and Fr. McGuigan, S.J., had both worked 
for the public schools and knew one another.  The Kemak 
family and so many others in the cities of Fairbanks and 
North Pole have made a lasting difference in my life.
 Nancy attended Junior High at the original Main 
School, which is now City Hall in Fairbanks.  The original 
school had 33 rooms, a large basement, and a 4000 square 
foot gym—the largest in the state, at the time.  In 1959, 
the school became known as Main Junior High when the 
kindergarten through six grades moved out.  After Junior 
High, Nancy attended Lathrop High School, where she 
played on the women’s basketball team.  She graduated 
from Lathrop High School in 1971 as class valedictorian 
and went on to attend the University of Oregon.  She 
found it to be a little too big for a small town girl and 
subsequently spent her sophomore year at the University 
of Vermont where her older sister lived, but homesickness 
for Alaska eventually won out. Believing firmly that 
“Fairbanks is a place where you can make a difference,” 
she returned home and enrolled at the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks, taking up residence at the family cabin on 
Harding Lake.
 Thanks to Title 9, Nancy was able to play college 
basketball (Title IX is a law passed in 1972 that requires 
gender equity for boys and girls in every educational 

Back: Toni Cook Monsey, Je� Cook & Mike Cook
Middle Row: Pat, Earl & Jennifer Cook Lyman

Front: Nancy Cook Hanson & Dennis “Skip” Cook
--Photo courtesy of the Cook Family, 1997, Cook family home.

Nancy with Robyn Hanson Neilko and grandchildren 
Natasha and Nikolas in the multi-purpose room at Monroe 
Catholic High School.     --Photo courtesy of Robyn Neilko.

I have known Nancy for 46 years – we went to school 
together since Jr. High – she was a bridesmaid in my 
wedding, and I consider her one of my very best friends.  I 
began a professional relationship with her in 1984, when she 
asked me to help bring back the ICS Carnival as a fundraiser 
for the schools.  I did that and continued volunteering until 
1996 when I began teaching religion/theology in the high 
school.  All four of my children graduated from these 
schools and have attended Catholic colleges and become 
giving adults.
 I believe that the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks are 
here because of Nancy Hanson.  Fairbanks is an isolated 
community – removed from the academic, spiritual, and 
professional support, of so many Catholic Schools across 
the nation.  It is a unique institution because of its remote 
location and its placement within a community of excellent 
public schools.  Nancy has been able to steer the schools 
through economic booms and busts, and many difficult 
situations.  
 Nancy is the most amazing woman I know.  She has 
donated her entire adult life to the success of these schools 
– and they are successful and wonderful.  She is a tireless 
worker, a relentless improver, and an insightful and caring 
individual.  Nancy understands “to teach as Jesus taught” 
- and she does – through example, with clarity of thought, 
compassion, wisdom, and most importantly - faith. 
Chris Stepovich
Monroe High School Religion Teacher, Volunteer
& Alumni Parent
Mike A. (Class of ‘69) & Chris Stepovich, HIPOW Chairs 1972
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program that receives federal funding) at UAF.
 In 1976, Nancy graduated from the University 
of Alaska-Fairbanks, having majored in History and 
minored in Mathematics, and she was honored to receive 
the History Student of the Year award.
  She began teaching Math at Ft. Greely Junior High, 
and later, at Delta School, she taught Physical Education.  
In 1979, she began working at the Catholic Schools of 
Fairbanks, teaching Math and History and coaching girls’ 
basketball.  In February of 1982, on the 7th day of that 
month, Nancy converted to Catholicism, a moment she 
defines as “life changing.”  She attributes her conversion 
to the result of being personally affected by the students 
and faculty that modeled the Catholic faith each day.  From 
1983-89, she accepted the position of principal of Monroe 
High School.  From 1983-85 she earned her Master’s 
in Private School Administration, through a program 
called the Institute for Catholic Education Leadership, 
through the University of San Francisco, a Jesuit college.  

Additionally, Nancy completed certification courses 
through the University of Alaska. In 1989, she accepted 
the additional role and title of Director of the Catholic 
Schools of Fairbanks.   She vividly remembers the years 
of 1990-92 as being particularly challenging, when the 
schools were faced with losing bussing support and she 
had to spend a great deal of time testifying within the 
courts--a battle she was able to win in the end.  In 1997, 
her efforts turned to leading a large fundraising campaign 
that resulted in an expansion of the school complex.  In 
all, 34,755 square feet were renovated or added. The 
additional space included a chapel, an administrative 
center, a library and a computer lab.  Before this time, 
students attended Masses in classrooms, the multi-purpose 
room, and in the gymnasium.   The chapel is dedicated to 
the Holy Family and was formally dedicated in April of 
2000, by Bishop Michael J. Kaniecki, ,S.J., just months 
before his sudden death.  Nancy feels particularly honored 
to have been one of three speakers at his funeral Mass.  
Since 1998, she has served as a Pastoral Associate at St. 
Mary’s of the Lake, Harding Lake.  The chapel at the 
lake operates only during the Alaskan summers.  With the 
priest shortage in Alaska, laypeople are often called upon 
to lead Communion services.  It is because of Nancy that 
local residents of Harding Lake (the lake is located 45 
miles south of Fairbanks) are able to receive Communion 
each week.  Nancy’s brother Jeff says of her service to the 
Catholic people of St. Mary’s of the Lake:

Nancy is amazing in her service to the Catholic 
Church in so many ways.  In particular, to St. 
Mary’s of the Lake at Harding Lake where 
each summer for sixteen years she has lead the 
diverse and grateful flock there.  Her reflections 

�e “Holy Hansons” donate a gourmet dinner for eight  and 
a whole lot of volunteer time to the Catholic Schools annual 
auction and fundraiser--HIPOW.  Shown le� to right: Bobby 
& Amy Hanson, Patrice Hanson Case, Nancy Cook Hanson 
and Robyn Hanson Neilko.  -Photo courtesy of Robyn Neilko.

My memories of Nancy date back into the 80s when 
I first saw her standing in the gym, clad in sweatpants 
with a whistle hanging from her neck.  She influenced 
me and many other young adults through her teaching, 
coaching and mentoring at Monroe High School.
 After missing a pass, one-too-many times, 
during a basketball game, Nancy gave me a tennis ball 
and told me to squeeze it.  She said if she caught me 
without it, there would be line drills to pay. Besides 
being a great coach, she was also a mentor.  She wrote 
us notes of inspiration on holidays and birthdays 
including quotes and poems from great minds that 
made us stop and ponder.  Some of these I have kept to 
this day.  Nancy was relentless in her encouragement 
for us to work hard, play hard and succeed in whatever 
endeavor; be it academics or athletics.
 We are blessed to have Nancy with us today.
Jennifer Gavora-Button
Registered Nurse Catholic Schools of Fairbanks, 
Immaculate Conception & Monroe High Parent, 
Volunteer & Alumni ‘84 

ICS and Monroe have survived and grown because they are 
Christ-centered and rooted in faith.  The “community of 
faith” ideal permeates both schools, and is the cornerstone 
upon which they are built and through which they achieve 
their excellence and success.—Nancy Cook Hanson
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are always on point and perfect.  No one gives a 
better reflection than Nancy does.  She administers 
the consecrated host and leads the prayers and 
blessings.  Though I am not Catholic, I attend 
almost all the services in the summer to hear her 
and in doing so, I feel the peace and blessings 
that come from attending St. Mary’s of the Lake.
    —Jeff Cook

 Nancy belongs to the Midnight Sun Council 
and Boy Scout Board and is past President of the 1996 
Sunrisers Rotary.  In 2003, she was nominated for the Girl 
Scouts Women of Distinction Award.  
 It was in 2003, that Nancy decided to take a break, 
retire, and figure out what she would do next.  That’s when 
the unexpected happened: 

I retired in the hopes of simplifying my life and 
reenergizing before figuring out what to do next.  
In the mysterious ways of life, Bob Hanson 
whom I’d known most of my life (whose children 
attended the Catholic Schools in the 80’s and 
90’s, and who was a close friend of my brother, 
Jeff) called in December 2003, to ask me to go 
out to dinner.  Bob’s wife of 30 years, Sandy, had 
died a year or so earlier.  I declined his invitation.  
Bob, when telling the story, always said, “I’m 
a salesman so I asked her if I called another 
time, would she consider.”  Well, we went to 
dinner in January of 2004, married in July of 
2004.  His adult children and I got along well; 

his grandchildren 
c a l l e d  m e 
grandma from the 
beginning.  Bob 
died in August 
of 2006.  It was 
in June of 2007 
that the Board of 
Directors asked if 
I would consider 
coming back to 
the schools.  I 
did...somewhat…
working 1/2 time 
there and 1/2 time 
at St .  Raphael 
Church. 
 Nancy says 
her greatest gift 
from the trauma 
of losing Bob was 

her honored and permanent position in the 
Hanson family.  

 Nancy is a very caring, giving and 
compassionate person.  She took particularly good 
care of our Dad and Mom.  She always remembers 
significant events in the lives of her brothers and 
sisters as well as their spouses and families.  She 
is a favorite Aunt for sure.  After a marriage cut 

Nancy & Bob Hanson

I have known Nancy Cook Hanson, and have followed 
her professional career, ever since I first met her, in 
December 1989, when I, as editor of The Alaskan 
Shepherd, interviewed her at some length.  In the course 
of that interview, she, then Director of the Catholic 
Schools in Fairbanks, told me that the Catholic schools, 
were having “a tremendous effect” on her life.  Without 
qualification, I can say that that “tremendous effect” 
was mutual—then, and up to the present day.  In no 
small part, the Catholic Schools in Fairbanks owe their 
acknowledged academic excellence and their Christ-
centeredness to Ms. Hanson’s professional academic 
leadership, and, even more so, to her deep, personal 
Christian, Catholic life.

Father Louis L. Renner, S.J.
Jesuit Historian & Author, Gonzaga University, 
Former Alaskan Shepherd Editor, 1981-2002
University of Alaska Professor, Emeritus



          Date___________F01 S201404
Dear Archbishop Schwietz,
I want to help you and the  missionaries ministering in Northern Alaska to bring the Mass, the 
Sacraments, religious education, and training to the widely-scattered Indian and Eskimo people of 
Christ.  Please accept this donation to your General Fund and use it where most needed.    
AMOUNT OF GIFT:           $15            $25            $50         $100  $250       Other$____________
Name__________________________StreetNo.____________________________________
P.O.Box______________________________City_________________State_______
Zip________
If donating by check please make payable to:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA    or CBNA 
If donating by credit card: NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD: _________________________________
TYPE OF CARD (Visa, Master Card or Discover Cards only): VISA___     MASTER CARD___     DISCOVER___          
One Time Only:(  )      Monthly:(  )      Quarterly:(  )      Twice A Year: (  )    Annually:(  )
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential): _________________________________
EXP  DATE:_________
PHONE:___________________EMAIL:_____________________________
SIGNATURE: _______________________________________________________

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA/CBNA 1312 PEGER ROAD*FAIRBANKS, AK*99709

�ank you for your gi� to 

our GENERAL FUND!

The Alaskan Shepherd  Newsletter Volume 52 Number 4                   July-August      2014                   Page 6

�ank you for your gi� to 

the CATHOLIC SCHOOLS!

CLIPPING BOX TOPS -- A GREAT WAY TO HELP 
THE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS OF FAIRBANKS!

A message from Immaculate Conception School, Fairbanks:
�anks for supporting our school! Together, we can make a big di�erence! 

Please continue to clip Box Tops and send them to the Alaskan Shepherd 
o�ce so we can mail them in and get cash for our school!      

For more information visit www.boxtops4education.com

Find Box Tops coupons on hundreds of your favorite 
products. Each Box Top coupon is worth 10¢ for our school.  
Twice each year, Box Tops will send a check to our school for 
each Box Tops coupon redeemed, up to $20,000 each year.
Last year’s Tops =$6,918.46

Thank You!

Date___________F12_S201404
Dear Archbishop Schwietz,
Enclosed is a special donation to the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks Annual Fund, a fund intended 
exclusively to help alleviate operational costs at the school.     
AMOUNT OF GIFT: $____________Name_____________________________________________
StreetNo._______________________________P.O.Box______________________________
City_________________State_______Zip________
If donating by check please make payable to:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA    or CBNA 
If donating by credit card: NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD: _________________________________
TYPE OF CARD (Visa, Master Card or Discover Cards only): VISA___     MASTER CARD___     DISCOVER___          
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential): _________________________________
EXP  DATE:_________PHONE:___________________EMAIL:_____________________________
SIGNATURE: ___________________________________________________________________________________
__CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA/CBNA 1312 PEGER ROAD*FAIRBANKS, AK*99709

Campbell’s labels are 
also gratefully accepted!
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You are Invited to become a 
Monroe iPad Companion 

Strengthening our Jesuit Roots and Jesuit Endorsement

In the upcoming school year, Monroe Junior/Senior High School will become a 
one-to-one school.  �is means that every student, grades 6th through 12th, will 
be issued a school iPad.
 St. Ignatius of Loyola who founded the Society of Jesus in the 1500s called 
his �rst followers his companions. Ignatius expressed in a letter to his nephew, 
Fr. Antonio Araoz: �e more universal the good is, the more it is divine. �erefore 
preference ought to be given to those persons and places which, through their 

own improvement, become a cause which can spread the good accomplished to 
many others who are under their in�uence or take guidance from them ... For the same reason, 

too, preference ought to be shown to the aid which is given to ... universities, which are generally attended by 
numerous persons who by being aided themselves can become laborers for the help of others. 
 By partnering with the schools to support the Monroe iPad program you will have the opportunity 
to participate in St. Ignatius’s original intent, that of  choosing companions to in�uence and guide and who 
will, because of that example, continue to encourage and guide for the greater glory of God.
 �e program seeks to provide each student with both an iPad and a companion.  A student’s companion 
will travel in prayer with the student through the year, throughout their academic journey. �e school will 
be using the iPad technology to further enhance the student’s learning and prepare the student for college.  
Additionally, the school is dedicated to teaching Digital Citizenship, a means of training students to be re-
sponsible users of technology.
 Each companion’s name will be labeled on the student’s iPad with an inscription that will read:  
Dear (Student’s name), We journey together during this 2014-2015 school year. Your iPad Companion (Do-
nor’s name, or Memorial name or perhaps a Special Cause.)
 �e school is hoping to provide 200 iPads to 200 students with the option to renew 
your gi� and your connection to a student companion each school year. 

�e cost for a one-year iPad lease, per student, is $200.00.
          Date___________F202_S201404 
Dear Archbishop Schwietz,
Enclosed is a special donation to the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks iPad Fund, a fund intended 
exclusively to support the leasing of iPads for the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks.  If the iPad program 
becomes fully funded, please use my gift where most needed.     
        AMOUNT OF iPad Sponsorship $200.00  
Companion Name/Memorial Name/Cause to be labeled on iPad______________________________________
Name____________________________________StreetNo.______________________________
P.O.Box______________________________City_________________State_______
Zip________            YES! Please share my name with CSF for the purpose of correspondence.
If donating by check please make payable to:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA    or CBNA 
If donating by credit card: NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD: _________________________________
TYPE OF CARD (Visa, Master Card or Discover Cards only): VISA___     MASTER CARD___     DISCOVER___          
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential): _________________________________
EXP  DATE:_________PHONE:___________________EMAIL:_____________________________
SIGNATURE: _____________________________________________________________________________________

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA/CBNA 1312 PEGER ROAD*FAIRBANKS, AK*99709
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short by Bob’s untimely death, she has been much of 
the glue that holds the Hanson family close.  She treats 
Bob’s children as if they are her birth children and they 
treat her likewise.  It is wonderful and awesome to watch 
those relationships.

—Jeff Cook
In 2006, Nancy was the recipient of the Sisters of 

Providence Award of Excellence, honored in particular for her commitment to the success of the Catholic Schools of 
Fairbanks.  In 2007, she began teaching Religious Education at St. Raphael’s parish in Fairbanks.  Nancy returned to the 
schools in 2007, accepting the position of Director of the Catholic Schools and that of President of Monroe Foundation. 
In 2008, she accepted a position as Co-Pastoral Associate at St. Raphael’s Parish.   In 2010, Nancy began working full-
time at the schools.  In 2012, Bishop Donald Kettler nominated Nancy for the Elizabeth Ann Seton NCEA Award and 
she received the Midnight Sun Council Boy Scouts Distinguished Citizen of the Year Award for her many contributions 
to the community.

Her brother Skip Cook wrote of Nancy upon her receiving the Award:  Nancy is intuitive in discerning and acting 
upon the feelings and needs of others. She does not seek recognition for herself. This recognition was literally thrust 
upon her.

As a lifelong Fairbanksan, Nancy’s personal and professional life find her supporting friends, family, and Catholic 
Schools of Fairbanks faculty, students, families and alum throughout their struggles, celebrations, accomplishments, 
and life events.   It is through these connections, in listening with the “ear of one’s heart,” that Nancy knows Christ’s 
presence and God’s grace within her own life. 

The Catholic Schools of Fairbanks are a prominent and thriving part of the community of Fairbanks.  
Throughout the state of Alaska and beyond its borders, you can see the goodness of the schools illustrated in the faces 
and endeavors of its alumni.  When students graduate from Monroe High School they burn with a fervor to live lives 
dedicated to “ad majorem Dei gloriam, “a trait that Nancy Cook Hanson, the true heart of the Catholic Schools of 
Fairbanks, exemplifies.      --Patty Walter

I first heard about Nancy when I was in high school during the mid-80s.  I had a dear friend who was struggling to make 
good life choices, and as a result, her parents enrolled her in Monroe Catholic High  School.  To say my friend hit “rock 
bottom” is putting it mildly; however, her parents put much weight on the impact Nancy had on her life, attributing Nancy’s 
personal guidance and interest on her ability to become a VERY successful adult. To this day, they credit Nancy with 
having saved their daughter’s life.  My oldest daughter began attending the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks in kindergarten 
in 1999, and I began working with Nancy on the School Board in approximately 2007.  Nancy is the epitome of goodness.  
She has a love for the Catholic Schools that is unmatched.  I have watched her over the years selflessly carry the weight 
of the school’s issues on her shoulders, and strive to make everything run smoothly for everybody else, without regarding 
it as any great burden.  
 My youngest daughter has attended the schools since kindergarten and is entering her Junior year.  One day we 
were talking about “Ms. Hanson” and my daughter said if she had to describe Ms. Hanson, she would call her “ever-
present,” noting she is everywhere, all of the time, encouraging and supporting the students.  She is a comforting and 
pervasive figure in the halls of the school, she attends many sporting events, and she is always ready with an encouraging 
word.  Every time I have a conversation with Nancy, I learn something new. It has been an honor to work with her and to 
watch her enthusiasm.  She makes the schools the best they can be for the children and the staff.  
 
Marci Lundgren 
Parent of Monroe High School Student, Alumni Parent, Volunteer & School Board Member

Editor’s Note:  One of Nancy’s greatest abilities is to communicate to Fairbanks residents the school’s importance to the community. 
HIPOW is an annual fundraising event that draws local Catholics and non-Catholics to the Fairbanks Catholic Schools to celebrate 
their excellence. Longtime Shepherd readers will know about HIPOW, but what follows, on pages 9 &10, is some information from 
Nancy about the value of Catholic education in the Golden Heart City of Fairbanks. On page 11 you can read a brief summary about 
the HIPOW auction and how to donate to the auction e�orts, which will be held October 10th and 11th this year.  �e success of  the 
HIPOW annual auction depends on hundreds of volunteers, who put in thousands of hours, to make this event happen. 
 My husband Jim and I were honored this past year to serve as co-chairs with Chris, (Class of ‘72) & Joan Stepovich and this 
year with John, (Class of ‘80) & Sheli Hajdukovich.  We are very proud to have two sons attending Monroe in the fall, in their Junior 
and Senior years,  and a son in First Grade, attending Immaculate Conception.  

One of my favorite sayings is that our Catholic Schools are where 
“faith and academics meet.”  I truly believe this.  This belief keeps 
me at the schools and the reality that this is happening, right in 
front of me, everyday, that is the blessing.— Nancy Cook Hanson
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 Immaculate Conception School and Monroe 
Catholic Junior-Senior High School (Catholic Schools of 
Fairbanks) are a beacon of light and hope in Fairbanks, 
Alaska’s “Golden Heart City.”
 In 1945, the only Catholic Church in Fairbanks 
was Immaculate Conception Church, staffed exclusively 
by Jesuit Priests.  Next door to ICC stood St. Joseph’s 
Hospital, which was owned and operated by the Sisters of 
Providence.  At the request of ICC parishioners, the Jesuits 
decided to open an elementary school in the basement of 
the church.  They asked the Providence Sisters if they 
could invite a few more members of their religious order 
come up north to teach.  In September of 1946, the first 
class at Immaculate Conception School was assembled 
which included children in grades first through fourth.  In 
1951, the school relocated to the current site in Slaterville.  
In 1955, the first freshmen class convened in the basement 
of ICC.  The high school, Monroe Catholic, was named 
and dedicated in honor of Father Francis Monroe, S.J., 
the founder and pastor of Immaculate Conception Parish.  
 For the next 20 years, Jesuit priests taught at 
Monroe and until 1970, the principal of Monroe was a 
Jesuit priest.  Jesuit Volunteers taught at both Immaculate 
Conception School and Monroe well in the 1970s.  Until 
August of 2000, a Jesuit was Bishop of Fairbanks.  And 
throughout the 1990s and until 2010, Fr. Normand Pepin, 
S.J., taught and served as Chaplain of the schools.
 In 2010, school administrators began a quest to 
become more fully connected to the Society of Jesus.   A 
partnership with the Jesuits would honor the tradition and 
history of the school and provide connections for faculty 
in their efforts to be outstanding Catholic school teachers.
 Discussion with Bishop Kettler, the administration 
of the Oregon Province of Jesuits, and the Board of 
Directors ensued and resulted in a partnership that more 
fully recognized the historical roots of ICS and Monroe.   

A Message from 
Nancy Cook Hanson,  

Director of Catholic Schools and 
President of the Monroe Foundation, Inc.

The Catholic Schools 
of Fairbanks endure 
as a Diocesan school, 
and  i s  o f f i c i a l l y 
e n d o r s e d  b y  t h e 
Oregon Province of 
the Society of Jesus.   
Father Pat Lee, S.J., Provincial of the Oregon Province, 
said on May 9, 2013: 
 We recognize that the Ignatian spirit on which the 
Catholic Schools of Fairbanks was founded is alive and 
well, continuing to animate the mission of the schools…
with the Endorsement Relationship we celebrate here 
today, there will be new opportunities for collaboration 
and growth with the schools of the Oregon and California 
Provinces, schools throughout the country, and indeed 
throughout the entire world.  The Catholic Schools of 
Fairbanks will bring its rich tradition of service to the 
people of Fairbanks, and we hope it will be enriched by 
schools who share its mission.  We give thanks to God, 
whose grace remains the foundation of these schools, 
and whose spirit remains its lasting hope.  Ad Majorem 
Dei Gloriam!
 At each Jesuit School, one hears of the traits of a 
Graduate at Graduation, commonly called “Grad at Grad.”  
These are:  Religious, Loving, Intellectually Competent, 
Open to Growth and Committed to Doing Justice.
 We integrate these traits into classrooms from 
Pre-Kindergarten through twelfth grade.  We talk about 
and experience “seeing God in all things,” and living our 
lives with “ad majorem Dei gloriam” –for the greater of 
glory of God—at the core of each of our actions.  
 The partnership between the Diocese of 
Fairbanks—Catholic Schools of Fairbanks—and the 
Society of Jesus--heightens the blessing of being schools 
where faith and academics meet.

The Catholic Schools of Fairbanks are devoted to promoting academic excellence 
and nurturing a welcoming, compassionate Catholic - Jesuit community.

-- Catholic Schools of Fairbanks Mission Statement
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Nancy Cook Hanson, quite literally, the “wearer of many hats” has 
an enormous collection of fun hats which she  interchanges  daily to 
the great delight of students, whom she greets every morning, come 
rain or shine, outside the doors of the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks.

�e total amount of scholarships 
o�ered to Monroe Catholic High 
School Class of 2014 (25 students), 
over four years, totaled $1,024,902. 
Graduates were accepted to the 
following Institutions:

Montana State University Bozeman
Virginia Tech University Blacksburg
University of Alabama
Northern Arizona University Flagsta�
University of Nebraska Lincoln
California State University San Marcos
Western Wyoming Community College

University of Mary North Dakota
Dakota College Bottineau
Arizona Western College
Northwest Indian College
Gonzaga University
University of Portland
Villanova University
Florida College
University of Alaska Fairbanks 
University of Alaska Anchorage
Northwestern University
University of Idaho
School of the Institute of the Arts
Marquette University
Cornell University

 We are proud to have graduates attending 
Gonzaga, University of Portland, Villanova, Marquette, 
Georgetown, Regis, Western Washington, Colorado 
State, US Military Academy, US Air Force Prep 
School, and University of Alaska, amongst others.  
We send these students off to college with a desire to 
see God in all things, to serve others, to continue their 
growth in academics and faith.
 The second reading for June 15th, (The Most 
Holy Trinity) was from Paul’s second letter to the 
Corinthians.  “Brothers and Sisters, rejoice.  Mend your 
ways, encourage one another, agree with one another, 
live in peace, and the God of love and peace will be 
with you…”  I found myself reflecting on the blessing 
of the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks where people 
from the ages of four to over sixty years come together 
each school day to become and be a community of 
faith; a community where we encourage one another 
to grow in faith, hope, and love.
 How do we, and can we, keep these schools 
thriving, while continuing to provide this remarkable 
place for young people to grow in and to grow in 
God within its classrooms and programs? We rely 
on the generosity of the Diocese of Fairbanks and its 
parishes, local businesses, parents of alum, alum, local 
citizens and donations from those who value Catholic 
education.  We must raise, at minimum, $2,400 over 
tuition, for each of the 430 student who attends these 
schools.  We attempt to keep tuitions at a rate which 
families can afford; $5,500 in elementary school, 
$6,600 in junior high and $7,420 in high school.  Even 
with these tuitions, local families find it challenging 
when they have two and three children attending 
resulting in a tuition bill of $11,000--$20,000+.  
 Your contribution to the Catholic Schools of 
Fairbanks will ensure that the schools will be able 
to pay for textbooks, computer supplies, salaries, 
maintenance costs, and other costs associated with 
running a school. Additionally, it will help keep 
tuitions at affordable levels so that more families 
will be able to have the choice in the education of 
their children. Finally, you will be part of a tradition 
of giving--dating back to 1946, when the schools 
opened in the basement of Immaculate Conception 
Church.   
 We are community of faith centered on the 
Holy Trinity.  With humble and grateful hearts, we 
invite you to assist us in our mission.
   --Nancy Cook Hanson



The Alaskan Shepherd  Newsletter Volume 52 Number 4             July-August      2014                   Page 11

For 45 years, Monroe Foundation, Inc., has hosted the annual HIPOW Auction. HIPOW stands for 
Happiness is Paying Our Way.  HIPOW  brings together students, parents, alumni, teachers, volunteers, 
and many other members of the community for two fun-�lled nights of silent and oral auctions. �e 
event supports the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks.
 �e auction is made possible due to donations from generous individuals and businesses in the 
Fairbanks community and all over the country. �e business community has been especially generous 
to HIPOW. More than 65% of the auction donations come from area businesses through cash gi�s, 
sponsorships and catalog ads.
 Over 2000 items will be available at the auction, items such as paintings, vehicles, tools, toys, 
jewelry, appliances, gi� certi�cates, travel, unique experiences, vacation packages, games, household 
furnishings, antiques, Alaskan art, and so much more.
 If you are interested in donating items to the auction 
please contact Anne Weaver at aweavercsf@catholic-schools.org 
or by phone at 907-456-7970.  
 Donated items should be new or like-new.  

When we met Nancy, I remember being struck by her spirituality, her kindness, and her absolute certainty that my 
four children needed to be in this place (Immaculate Conception School) to fully develop into who they would be. 
She was right, of course! Through the years, my children have gotten to know Nancy.  She made an especially big 
impression on my daughter Kate.  Nancy spoke to Kate’s high school religion class about dedication to our faith 
and about serving others.  Kate (now almost 25) still mentions Nancy’s talk. Kate believes that the Catholic Schools 
of Fairbanks really made a difference in her life and that she is called to serve.  In fact, Kate will be beginning her 
3rd year this fall as an ICS teacher.
 We are who we are at CSF through the efforts of many people but underneath it all you have Nancy 
inspiring us and helping us see the vision of what we can be.  She has unshakeable faith.  Nancy knows that the 
answer to the many challenges kids face today is Catholic Education.  

Mary Vail Butcher
Immaculate Conception Kindergarten Teacher, Alumni Parent & Volunteer
Mark & Mary Vail Butcher, HIPOW Chairs 2007-2008
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�is past school year marked the beginning of a renewed 
collaboration between the Oregon Province and the Catholic 
Schools of Fairbanks, Alaska.  �is o�cial endorsement builds 
on a rich history of involvement with the institution.  Shown le� 
to right: Fr. Mike Gilson, S.J., Fr. Pat Lee, S.J., Bishop Donald 
Kettler, and School Chaplain and pastor of St. Nicholas Parish, Fr. 
Robert Fath on the occasion of the o�cial JSEA (Jesuit Secondary 
Education Association) Endorsement in May of 2013.

Her merits and assets to our Catholic Schools are 
notable and numerous.  Compassion, academic 
excellence, service, and leadership in society, are the 
very words I would use to describe Nancy.  She in 
fact exemplifies the mission statement of the schools.
 The Catholic Schools of Fairbanks’ success can 
be attributed to the dedication and sacrifice on the part 
of teachers, administrators, parents and the community 
of Fairbanks.  All of these contributors consider the 
school worthy of their best efforts to achieve that goal of 
excellence.  They have a great advantage with Nancy 
Cook Hanson at the helm.  I am most grateful for her 
leadership, devotion, and dedication to the schools.

+ Donald J. Kettler
Bishop of St. Cloud, Former Bishop of Fairbanks

I met Nancy as a High School student at Monroe High 
school in 1980.  She taught us Algebra and U.S. History.  
She was an awesome teacher in both subjects!  I was in her 
class when we heard the news of the shooting of President 
Regan.  We immediately quit regular instruction and Nancy 
commandeered a radio so we could listen to the news.  We 
were among a few of the classes that she was involved with 
as she spent time discerning her own faith life, unbeknownst 
to us.  She has since told me that she watched the faith life 
of us as students and that of our families as she decided to 
become a Catholic herself.  She has continued through the 
years to be a spiritual mentor to me.  I appreciate that she 
listens to me without judgment and ALWAYS responds to 
me compassionately and with the words of Christ.  She has 
become the lifeblood of the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks, 
and I am deeply grateful!

Kerry Halvarson
Monroe High School Religion Teacher and Alumni ‘82

The struggle of the schools’ dif�cult �nancial position is a hard 
reality.  I feel that we need to pour money into education, good 
education particularly, and that is what we have here at the Catholic 
Schools of Fairbanks.  How wonderful to be part of quality education 
and to be part of nurturing God’s Kingdom on Earth!  – Nancy Cook 

One of my favorite parts of my day is to walk these halls each morning 
and greet the students, faculty and parents.  What a privilege it 
is to attend Mass and attend Catholic activities within the school, 
including faith-�lled graduations, retreats, and Religion classes.   
How many Directors of Schools get to do that? – Nancy Cook Hanson




