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  Some give by going to the Missions     Some go by giving to the Missions               Without both there are no Missions

Introducing 
Bishop-Elect 

Major Chad W. Zielinski
Sixth Bishop of Fairbanks

Ordination December 15, 2014
Editor’s Note:  Bishop Chad Zielinski’s Ordination and 
Installation news will appear in the January-February Issue of The 
Alaskan Shepherd.  To read a little more about our Bishop-Elect, 
please see page two.    --Patty Walter

Editor’s Note: This article, “To See Or To Perish,” first 
appeared in the Summer 2014 issue of Alaska Catholic 
magazine.  I am pleased to offer it to you here.  It is 
written by Diocesan Chancellor, Robert Hannon, and 
features Sam Demientieff, an Athabaskan Indian Elder 
and Alaska River Freighter, and Dr. Elena Sparrow, 
the principal investigator for a project entitled, “Signs 
of the Land: Reaching Arctic Communities Facing 
Climate Change.” Sam is lending his extensive 
knowledge on Native spirituality and connection to the 
land to the project. Story on page three.--Photos by JR 
Ancheta and courtesy of Sam Demientieff.

Above, Fr. Chad Zielinski 
and Archbishop Roger 
L. Schwietz, OMI, pose 
on the occasion of the 
November 8, 2014, press 
conference announcing  
Chaplain and Major 
Chad W. Zielinski’s 
appointment by Pope 
Francis. --Nelson’s 
Photography 

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA
1312 PEGER ROAD FAIRBANKS, ALASKA  99709

Phone: 907-374-9532  www.dioceseoffairbanks.org

Special Masses are offered throughout the year for 
you and your intentions by our Missionary Priests. 
Please pray that God may bless us and our work.

To See Or 
To Perish
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November 8, 2014, was a historic day for the Diocese of Fairbanks, it was the day 
we met our sixth bishop, Chaplain and Major in the United States Air Force, Chad W. 
Zielinski.   
 Pope Francis asked Reverend Chad W. Zielinski, an active military chaplain at 
Eielson Air Force Base, Fairbanks, Alaska to lead the United States’ northernmost 
diocese.  An exceptional appointment, according to Chaplain Colonel Dondi Costin, 
the Pacific Air Forces command chaplain. “This is the first time an active duty Airman 
has been chosen for a position of this magnitude.”  
 Archbishop Roger L. Schwietz, OMI, praised the Pope’s selection.
 “Bishop-Elect Zielinski exemplifies many of the qualities needed to serve the people of 
the Diocese of Fairbanks. He has learned to work with people from all backgrounds, 
and do so under the stresses of war. Yet he is also humble and prayerful. I understand 

why the Holy Father chose him as a servant leader for Fairbanks.” 
 The Fairbanks Diocese has been under the leadership of Archbishop Schwietz, Archbishop of Anchorage, Alaska, 
since November 2013. Archbishop Schwietz took up the role of Apostolic Administrator when the Holy Father asked 
Fairbanks Bishop Donald J. Kettler to lead the diocese of St. Cloud, Minnesota a year ago.
  Bishop-Elect Zielinski’s ordination and installation will be celebrated on  December 15th, at the Carlson Center, 
Fairbanks, Alaska.  A vesper prayer service will take place the night before at 6:00 p.m. at Sacred Heart Cathedral in 
Fairbanks.
 Fr. Zielinski was ordained a priest for the Catholic Diocese of Gaylord, Michigan, in 1996.  Before becoming a 
priest, he was an active duty Air Force serviceman for four years. He attended  Mt. Angel Seminary, St. Benedict, Oregon, 
graduating Magna Cum Laude with a BA in Philosophy in 1989. In 1996, he received a Masters of Divinity degree from 
Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit, Michigan. 
 Following his ordination as a priest, he  served at several parishes in the Diocese of Gaylord.  In 2001, when 
terrorists struck the World Trade Center and Pentagon, Fr. Zielinski felt called to react to a national need for Catholic 
chaplains in the military, asking his bishop if he could serve as a chaplain. Permission was granted; and, in 2003, Fr. 
Zielinski reported for service in Bagdad, Iraq. 
 He has seen three tours of duties in war zones, including his last assignment in Afghanistan where he served 18 
forward combat positions. Often his prayer services and Masses were punctuated by the sound of live fire. On one occasion 
he was travelling in a military convoy that came under attack and the truck in front of his was destroyed by a rocket. One 
of his parishioners was driving that truck and died in the attack. Fr. Zielinski ended his day conducting a funeral service.
 Fr. Zielinski was assigned to Eielson AFB, in 2012 as Deputy Wing Chaplain, 354 Fighter Wing.  He wrote his 
parishioners at Eielson that he spent a long time praying in the chapel after he received the call from Apostolic Nuncio 
Carlo Maria Viganò and finally comprehended the Pope’s request. He told parishioners, “My simple approach to this call 
in life is to love the Lord my God with all my heart, all my soul, and all my mind, and to serve my brothers and sisters in 
the Diocese of Fairbanks.”
  Bishop-Elect Zielinski has chosen as his motto: Illum Opertet Crescere, “He Must Increase.” It is taken from the 
third chapter of St. John’s gospel. John the Baptist expresses his joy at the arrival of 
Jesus and he tells his disciples, “He must increase; I must decrease.”
 It is with great joy that I bring you this news and thank you for your most recent 
generous support to our most northern missions. Very gratefully we receive it and we 
will use it in His service.  Be assured that you and your concerns are daily remembered 
in our Masses and prayers.  Thank you for kindly remembering us and ours in yours.
 I look forward to sharing news of the upcoming Ordination and Installation in 
the next issue.
 On behalf of our new Bishop-Elect Chad Zielinski and all here served by your 
generosity and prayers, I wish you a very blessed Christmas!

Continued from page 1:
Introducing...
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Every fall on the �rst day of school somewhere in the 
United States a teacher stands before �dgeting students 
and says, “Write me an essay about what you did on 
your summer vacation.”
 For most students the exercise is an opportunity 
to share stories of exotic places or distant family. But 
when young Sam Demientie� heard those instructions 
some 70 years ago, the assignment was a puzzle - and 
a revelation. 
 To Sam his summer was the usual river-freight-
ing trips, certainly not a vacation. Just as he had since 
he could remember, he joined his parents and siblings 
on barges and helped freight fuel and cargo to distant 
river communities. He had friends and relatives in 
villages up and down the Tanana, Yukon and Koyukuk 
rivers, friends in Galena, Huslia, Nulato, and Ruby. On 
the barge he might pass through remote areas where 
thousands of molting Emperor Geese crossed rivers 
to nesting sites or watch as many moose escaped �ies 
by standing in the river shallows.
 At the time, in the 1940s, none of these experi-
ences struck Sam as extraordinary. But his classmates’ 
reaction to his essay alerted him there might be some-
thing cool about plying Alaska’s mightiest rivers on 
barges and helping in the family trade.
 Sam says generations of Demientieffs have 
worked on the rivers. �ey helped run supply boats 

for the mission at Holy Cross in the 1880s. �ere is 
some speculation that there may be a connection to an 
o�cer serving on Bering’s voyages of 1741. Sam says a 
�eet master Avram Dementiev was put in command 
of the �rst long boat to land in Southeast Alaska.
 “We surmise remotely, that he could have been 
a relative and that a Dementiev was among the �rst to 
set foot in Alaska as far as the Russians are concerned,” 
Sam explains.
 �e many years spent on rivers instilled in Sam’s 
family a keen awareness of the environment and how to 
read signs in nature. He says it also cultivated respect. 
He cites his father as having taught him this.
 “When you respect the land you take care of it, 
and it takes care of you. You respect your equipment, 
maintain it, take care of it, it will take care of you. You 
must respect yourself, your family and your people. 
Whenever I think about my dad I think about respect.”
 Sam says that respect led his father every spring 
to pay close attention to snow pack and weather pat-
terns to anticipate coming conditions. In fact, every 
barge trip was an exercise in attention and respect: 
rain clouds upriver could mean higher water on its 
way. �at might lead to easier navigation, but also 
could mean more trees, dri�wood and changing river 

To See Or 
To Perish

Continued from page 1:



The Alaskan Shepherd  Newsletter  Volume 52 Number  6               November-December 2014        Page 4

channels.
 At 75 Sam Demientie� is like other elders, an 
important resource for his people, the Dene, the name 
by which the Athabaskan Indians refer to themselves. 
He has served in many roles for Fairbanks Native 
Association, �e Tanana Chiefs Conference and the 
regional Native Corporation, Doyon Ltd. Now he is 
engaged in what may be one of the most consequential 
projects of his life: drawing on Native ways of knowing, 
observation and respect to preserve the land and the 
communities he grew to know as a boy.

Shared Observations
In �e Phenomenon of Man Jesuit priest and scientist 
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin wrote, “To see or to perish 
is the very condition laid upon everything that makes 
up the universe.” �ose words could be the motto for a 
National Science Foundation project run through the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks, in consortium with 
other institutions including Columbia University.
 Dr. Elena Sparrow is the principal investigator 
for “Signs of the Land: Reaching Arctic Communities 
Facing Climate Change.” She admits that is a mouthful 
and says she and her colleagues shorten the project 
name down to ReAC. Its aim is to encourage indige-
nous peoples to apply the observational powers they 
have cultivated over centuries to rapidly changing 
conditions today. Sparrow says there is a growing un-
derstanding that Native ways of knowing complement 
Western science.
 “�ere are many examples of the state or fed-
eral agency coming in and saying here is where we are 
going to set up our monitors for counting �sh or for 
counting whales. �en they say there is not enough or 
there are too many [animals]. And the local people say 
this where you should place the counter, this is where 
we know the whales come through,” Sparrow explains
 �is collaboration between science and Native 
ways of knowing is an important feature of ReAC, 
she adds. For indigenous peoples of the Arctic and 
Sub-Arctic a lot is riding on it.
 Researchers say air temperatures in Alaska are 
increasing twice as fast as the global average. It’s just 
one indicator that the earth’s high latitudes are in a 
time of rapid transition. �at puts rural villages at an 
increased disadvantage. Removed from roadways for 

Top: Sam Demientie�, his parents, and his siblings 
aboard the riverboat Sea Wolf.
Middle: Two of the Demientie� family barges on the 
Chena River.
Bottom: A 200-foot barge under construction is turned 
by two cranes.



A purchase of any of the books featured above helps to alleviate expenses in the Missionary Diocese of Fairbanks.
Yes, please send ____copy(ies) of 

 ____A JOURNEY THROUGH 50 YEARS OF FAITH, HOPE, AND LOVE, A Commemorative 50th   
  Anniversary Issue. I am enclosing $30.00 for each book. F67

 ____ALASKANA CATHOLICA, A History of the Catholic Church in Alaska, Written By Fr. Louis L.   
  Renner, S.J. I am enclosing $85.00 for each book. F92

 ____A KINDLY PROVIDENCE, An Alaskan Missionary’s Story, Written By Fr. Louis L. Renner, S.J. 
  I am  enclosing $35.00 for each book. F921

 ____GLEESON,�e Last Vicar Apostolic of All of Alaska, Written By Sr. Carol Louise Hiller, O.P. 
  I am enclosing $20.00 for each book. F91
NAME_______________________________________SIGNATURE: _________________________________

Address: ___________________________________City, State, Zip:___________________________________
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential):  _______________________________________________
NAME AS LISTED ON CREDIT CARD:  _______________________________________________________
VCC# (Last three digits on back of card):______________Amount Enclosed:  $_____________________
EXP_______________PHONE:___________________________EMAIL:_______________________________

Please Make Checks Payable to CBNA (CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA) 

A Journey Through 50 
Years of Faith, Hope, 
and Love, in softcover, 
spans 178 pages with 

full color illustrations.

Alaskana  Ca tho l i ca ,  i n 
hardcover, spans 702 pages 
including close to 400 images.

Gleeson ,  The  Las t 
Vicar Apostolic of All 
of Alaska, in softcover, 

spans 345 pages.

A Kindly Providence, 
in softcover, spans 583 
pages including some 

80  illustrations.

$30$35 $85 $20

The Alaskan Shepherd  Newsletter  Volume 52 Number  6               November-December 2014      Page 5

�ese books make wonderful gi�s.  
Each purchase helps raise funds to 

assist the Missions of Northern Alaska.

BOOKS



          Date___________F01 S201406
Dear Archbishop Schwietz,
I want to help you and the  missionaries ministering in Northern Alaska to bring the Mass, the 
Sacraments, religious education, and training to the widely-scattered Indian and Eskimo people of 
Christ.  Please accept this donation to your General Fund and use it where most needed.    
AMOUNT OF GIFT:           $15            $25            $50         $100  $250       Other$____________
Name__________________________StreetNo.____________________________________
P.O.Box______________________________City_________________State_______
Zip________
If donating by check please make payable to:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA    or CBNA 
If donating by credit card: NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD: _________________________________
TYPE OF CARD (Visa, Master Card or Discover Cards only): VISA___     MASTER CARD___     DISCOVER___          
One Time Only:(  )      Monthly:(  )      Quarterly:(  )      Twice A Year: (  )    Annually:(  )
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential): _________________________________
EXP  DATE:_________
PHONE:___________________EMAIL:_____________________________
SIGNATURE: _______________________________________________________

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA/CBNA 1312 PEGER ROAD*FAIRBANKS, AK*99709

Check HERE to receive 

an end of year Giving 

Statement.

CLIPPING BOX TOPS -- A GREAT WAY TO HELP 
THE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS OF FAIRBANKS!

A message from Immaculate Conception School, Fairbanks:
�anks for supporting our school! Together, we can make a big di�erence! 

Please continue to clip Box Tops and send them to the Alaskan Shepherd 
o�ce so we can mail them in and get cash for our school!      

For more information visit www.boxtops4education.com

Find Box Tops coupons on hundreds of your favorite 
products. Each Box Top coupon is worth 10¢ for our school.  
Twice each year, Box Tops will send a check to our school for 
each Box Tops coupon redeemed, up to $20,000 each year.
Last year’s Tops =$6,918.46

Thank You!

Campbell’s labels are 
also gratefully accepted!
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Gift-In-Kind Donations
Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska, a religious charitable organization, qualifies as 
exempt under IRS section 501(c)(3). We gratefully accept donations of physical property 
and provide receipt for Gifts-In-Kind. Contributions of new, unused United States First 
Class Stamps are especially needed. To receive a receipt for Gifts-In-Kind, other than 
stamps, please provide fair market value. If your gift is valued more than $500, please 
check the current IRS rules regarding donations for Gifts-In-Kind.

Your first class 49¢ stamp       
donations are greatly appreciated.
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delivering fuel and other commodities, villagers see 
some of the highest prices in the state. At the same 
time, because of the scarcity of paying jobs for a cash 
economy, rural residents depend, as they always have, 
on the land to provide for them. Unfortunately, climate 
change is shi�ing migratory patterns and plant com-
munities in the north.
 When Sparrow looked to put together an ad-
visory team of Native elders for ReAC she naturally 
thought of Sam Demientie�. Not only was Sam a re-
spected leader in the Native community with a back-
ground on the rivers, she knew him as a thoughtful 
and spiritual man. Years earlier, both Sam and Sparrow 
with their spouses went through Marriage Encounter 
at the same time. Both are lifelong Catholics and Spar-
row says it was important to make sure the spiritual 
dimension Alaska Natives have with the land was 
honored in the study. 
 Sam agrees. He says Native spirituality re�ects 
the same intimacy with the natural world St Francis 

of Assisi displayed in his Canticle of Brother Sun and 
Sister Moon. For Sam it is no coincidence that some 
traditional chiefs have also served their villages as 
Christian ministers. It is a matter of leadership.
 “�is is a belief in Jesus, a person who gives us 
an example of how to live on earth with his life, how 
he gave it for the salvation of others,” Sam says. 
 For Sam we are fallen creatures, and our ac-
tions o�en re�ect a willful abuse of life and what is 
life giving. If God created the earth, he asks, how can 
we treat it as anything but sacred? If God created us, 
are we not worthy of respect?
 Although ReAC is a science-based project, it is 
clear Sam believes Alaska villagers will need to draw 
on their spirituality, their intimacy with the world, as 
well as their skills in observation if they are to meet 
the coming challenges. Here he echoes his father’s 
teaching: you take care of the earth, it will take care 
of you.
    --Robert Hannon
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“We are blessed to have so many supporters who make our work possible. I want to especially thank those of you 
who remember us in your prayers. Donations provide tangible benefits, but the power of prayer and the Lord’s grace is our bedrock. 

Thank you with all our hearts.”        --Archbishop Roger L. Schwietz, OMI

MOttO

“HE MUSt INCREASE”

(JOHN 3:30)

 Bishop Zielinski has 
chosen for his motto, “He 
must increase,” an English 

translation from the 
Latin phrase ““Illum 
oportet crescere.” It is 
taken from the  Gospel of 
John (3:30) and has been 

a 
special guide to Bishop 
Zielinski throughout his 

priestly ministry.

Cards of Congratulations can be sent to:
 �e Alaskan Shepherd*1312 Peger Road*Fairbanks, Alaska  99709

We will display them in the Shepherd Office!

HERAldIC dESCRIptION (BlAzONRy)
Of tHE COAt Of ARMS Of BISHOp zIElINSKI

“Impaled. Dexter: Azure, a mount of three pointed coupeaux Ar-
gent, the one in the middle higher, issuant from the base below a 
mullet Or; on a chief of the last, a heart Gules, en�led through a 
crown of thorns bend-wise proper, surmounted by a cross of the 
same between two roses of the fourth, barbed and seeded Vert. Sin-
ister: Or, a phoenix rising, wings displayed and elevated below a 
branch of three cardoon �owers chevron-wise, all proper.”

INtERpREtAtION

In the right side of the shield (to the observer’s le�, being that in the 
heraldic shield, one needs to consider the right and the le� from 
the perspective of the soldier who, in ancient times, held his own 
shield) we �nd represented the Coat of Arms of the Diocese of Fair-
banks.

At the base, the North Star is suspended on a blue �eld over the 
mountains of Alaska which appear in white. In the upper section, 
between two red roses on a �eld of gold, is the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
titular symbol of the Diocese of Fairbanks’ Cathedral. �is commemorates the consecration 
of Alaska to the Sacred Heart by the late Archbishop Seghers of Victoria, which then included 
the territory of Alaska, on Easter Sunday, 1874. �e roses, representing St. �erese of Lisieux, 
Patroness of the Alaska Missions, recall her promise, "A�er my death I will let fall a shower 
of roses."

In the le� side of the shield there is the “personal” Coat of Arms of Bishop Zielinski. 
In the upper section, the cardoon �owers harken back the Scottish origin of Bishop Zielinski’s 
mother. (�e cardoon is one of the most traditional symbol of Scotland.) �e green color of 
the leaves recalls the family name of Bishop Zielinski since “zielony” in Polish means “green.” 
Since the ancient times of the �rst Christians, the phoenix rising from the �ames, from its 
ashes, is one of the most classical symbol of the Resurrection. A deep message of salvation, 
it symbolizes the rebirth of love a�er the �ames of the evil, the victory of the eternal life over 
the death. �is symbol also recalls the tragic experiences lived by Bishop Zielinski as he min-
istered as an active chaplain of the U.S. Air Force in war combat zones. 

�e background is in gold (or), the �rst among the noble metals, symbol then of the �rst 
Virtue: Faith. Indeed, is by the Faith that we can totally comprehend the message of love of 
the Resurrection.


