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  Some give by going to the Missions     Some go by giving to the Missions               Without both there are no Missions

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA
1312 PEGER ROAD FAIRBANKS, ALASKA  99709

Phone: 907-374-9532  www.dioceseoffairbanks.org

Special Masses are offered throughout the year for 
you and your intentions by our Missionary Priests. 
Please pray that God may bless us and our work.

Chad W. Zielinski
Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska

Editor’s Note: The Missionary Diocese of Fairbanks was under the  leadership of Roger L. Schwietz, OMI, Archbishop of 
Anchorage, beginning in November 2013, when Bishop Donald J. Kettler was assigned to the Diocese of St. Cloud.  Finally, a 
full year later, we are orphans no more.  On December 15, 2014, Major Chad W. Zielinski, was chosen by Pope Francis as our 
new Bishop of Fairbanks. Bishop Zielinski has chosen as his motto: Illum Opertet Crescere, “He Must Increase.” It is taken from 
the third chapter of St. John’s gospel. John the Baptist expresses his joy at the arrival of Jesus and he tells his disciples, “He must 
increase; I must decrease.” 
 Archbishop Roger L. Schwietz, OMI, praised the Pope’s selection. “Bishop-Elect Zielinski exemplifies many of the qualities 
needed to serve the people of the Diocese of Fairbanks. He has learned to work with people from all backgrounds, and to do so 
under the stresses of war. Yet he is also humble and prayerful. I understand why the Holy Father chose him as a servant leader for 
Fairbanks.” I am pleased to offer you, in the following pages, a brief look at a time of great joy for our diocese, the installation and 
ordination of Bishop Chad W. Zielinski.           --Patty Walter

Photo by--JR Ancheta

Special Ordination Issue!
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
 
Since that 0600 phone call from Archbishop Viganò, 
Apostolic Nuncio, on the morning of October 25, I 
have been through a roller coaster of emotions, visited 
the Garden of Gethsemane, Mt Calvary, the Mount of 
Transfiguration and encountered the greeting of peace 
from the Risen Christ.  This journey in the past weeks 
has been nothing other than getting behind Jesus and 
following him.  This clearly has not been of my will 
but simply saying yes to Christ and trusting that he will 
lead me.  The most beautiful part of this journey, so 
far, amidst the travel from mountaintops to valleys, is 
that I have been surrounded by prayer in a way I have 
never experienced in my entire life.  I thank God for 
this gift given to me which is fueled by the awesome 
people of God hounding Heaven for prayers.  My only 
response is to say “thank you” and surrender to the 
words of John the Baptist, “He Must Increase!”
 
As I ponder what lies ahead for me, I sometimes 
wonder if any of us are prepared for the challenges life 
presents. I never in my wildest imagination expected to 
serve in my new capacity, leading the geographically 
largest diocese in the United States, a missionary 
diocese where the scarcity of priests has most of the 
village parishes missing Mass for weeks at a time. We 
all know the challenges of paying for fuel costs during 
the winter. In many of our parishes, the whole village 
wonders whether there will be fuel enough to last until 
spring. These are certainly sobering facts that can lead 
to fear and trembling.
 
That said, I think about my years as a chaplain and 
the times, especially in combat zones, when I know 
every man and woman I served with was tested to the 
limits. I have had rockets land within a few yards of 
the area where I was celebrating Mass. Though shaken, 
no one was harmed. There isn’t a doubt in my mind 

the power of the Eucharist and our Lord sheltered us. 
Surviving situations like that puts most other challenges 
in perspective.
 
This leads me to another phrase, “With God all things 
are possible.” We are fortunate in our faith. None of 
us ever faces adversity alone. First, there is Jesus, the 
shepherd who guides us. He is standing before, beside, 
behind and above each of us as we meet pain, loss and 
sorrow. Then there is the Body of Christ, to which we 
all belong. We are united with our brothers and sisters 
in an enduring bond of love. We know there are others 
willing to encourage and aid us during life’s rough 
patches. I can’t tell you the outpouring of support I 
have received from the people here as I transitioned 
out of the military and into the diocese.
 
Finally, I recall the lines from the familiar hymn, “A 
New Day is Dawning.” In the days leading up to my 
ordination I felt a growing sense of excitement and 
joy filtering through the anxiety of preparations. It is 
with me still. I have always loved challenges. I grew 
up on a small Michigan farm where hard work was the 
norm and one met difficulties, whether it was broken 
equipment or a severe storm, with determination, 
creativity and hard work. Even though I don’t know 
why I was chosen for my new role, I feel the presence 
and guiding hand of the Holy Spirit. It is hard to 
imagine how this wonderful diocese manages to 
continue year after year and it is only with God’s grace 
as with God “all things are possible.”  I am on a steep 
learning curve, but what gives me incredible hope and 
courage is that you, the men and women of great faith 
and prayer, who are our patrons, are vital members of 
our ministry team. With your prayers and generous 
donations, I promise you to continue the hard work of 
the previous bishops, priests, deacons, religious and 
parishioners.
 
Yours in Christ,

+Chad W. Zielinski
Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska
Diocese of Fairbanks

From Bishop 

zielinski’s Desk
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evening prayer
eve oF the orDination 

DecemBer 14, 2014
sacreD heart catheDral

Concelebrants gather in the Sacred Heart Cathedral vestibule before processing in, to 
receive Bishop-Elect Zielinski.    Photo by--JR Ancheta

Catholic School Students, Garren, Ivan, Tristan & Landon Nicholson present the 
Mitre to Bishop-Elect Chad Zielinski

          Photo by--Joyce McKenzie
Archbishop Roger L. Schwietz, OMI, embraces his soon to be 
ordained brother bishop, Chad Zielinski.     Photo by--JR Ancheta

Photo by--JR Ancheta
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Photo by--JR Ancheta

Bishop Chad Zielinski is led in processions by Crosier 
Bearers, Br. Bob Ruzicka, OFM, and  Sr. Kathy 
Radich, OSF, and by Banner Bearer, George Yaska.
Photo by--Joyce McKenzie

Processional Crosier Bearers, Franciscan 
Sister and Franciscan Brother, Kathy Radich 
and Bob Ruzicka.  Photo by--Joyce McKenzie

The Diocesan Choir
Photo by--Joyce McKenzie

Laying on of Hands by Bishop of Gaylord, 
Steven J. Raica.  Photo by--JR Ancheta

Former Bishop of Fairbanks and current Bishop of St. Cloud, Donald J. Kettler, 
Bishop of Juneau, Edward J. Burns, Bishop of Newark, Bernard A. Hebda,  
and Bishop of Lansing, Earl A. Boyea, Jr. concelebrate at the Ordination and 
Installation Mass.    Photo by--Joyce McKenzie



The Alaskan Shepherd  Newsletter  Volume 53 Number  1               January-February 2015           Page 5

DecemBer 15, 2014
the orDination 

anD installation oF 
chaD W. zielinski
Bishop oF FairBanks

Fr. Kaspar Mallavarapu holds the 
official document from Pope Francis, 
announcing the appointment of Chad 
W. Zielinski, Bishop of Fairbanks.    
 Photo by--JR Ancheta

Concelebrant Archbishops, Bishops, Priests, and Deacons gather for a photo 
after the Ordination and Installation.  Photo by--Joyce McKenzie

Chad W. Zielinski celebrates his first Mass as Bishop of Fairbanks.
Photo by--JR Ancheta

Deacon Elmer Beans of Mountain Village and Deacon Chris Tulik of 
Nightmute hold the Book of Gospels during the Prayer of Consecration.  
Photo-USAF

Photo by--JR Ancheta

Bishop Zielinski with his siblings.
 Photo by--JR Ancheta
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Archbishop Roger L. Schwietz, OMI, 
and the people of the Archdiocese 
of Anchorage extend our heartfelt 

Congratulations to 

+Bishop Chad w. zielinski
May the Lord grant you the wisdom and courage 

needed to faithfully shepherd your people.

Bishop Chad Zielinski

With Prayerful Best Wishes 
and Warmest Congratulations to 

Bishop Chad Zielinski 

On the occasion of your 
Ordination and Installation 

as the Bishop of the 
Diocese of Fairbanks.

  

Bishop Edward J. Burns
and the faithful of the Diocese of Juneau, Alaska

Diocese of
SAINT CLOUD

CONGRATULAT IONS

Bishop Chad Zielinski

Diocese ofDiocese of
SAINT CLOUD
Diocese of

HEART OF MERCY • VOICE OF HOPE • HANDS OF JUSTICE

BISHOP DONALD KETTLER AND 

THE PEOPLE OF THE DIOCESE OF 

SAINT CLOUD OFFER PRAYERFUL 

BEST WISHES AS YOU BEGIN 

YOUR NEW MINISTRY 

AS THE BISHOP 

OF FAIRBANKS.

The people of the Archdiocese of Seattle 
extend our greetings and prayer-filled good wishes to

The Most Reverend Chad W. Zielinski
on his Ordination and Installation as 

 Bishop of  Fairbanks.

May your service to the people of the

Diocese of Fairbanks

be a great blessing to many 

and bring you immeasurable joy!

The Most Reverend J. Peter Sartain
Archbishop of  Seattle

The Most Reverend Eusebio Elizondo, M.Sp.S.
Auxiliary Bishop of  Seattle

Archbishop of  Seattle

The Most Reverend Eusebio Elizondo, M.Sp.S. The Most Reverend Alex J. Brunett
Archbishop Emeritus of  Seattle

Archbishop of  Seattle

The Most Reverend Alex J. BrunettThe Most Reverend Alex J. Brunett

Sincerely in Christ,
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Welcomes and Congratulates 

Bishop of Fairbanks, Alaska

Bishop Chad W. 
Zielinski

Proud publisher of Alaska Catholic
www.FAITHCatholic.com  |  1.866.76.FAITH

CONGRATULATIONS!
 BISHOP

CHAd W. ZIeLINSkI

Our prayers and best wishes go with you
as you follow the Lord’s call to

the Diocese of Fairbanks.
BISHOP LIAm CARy,

THe PRIeSTS, ReLIGIOUS, ANd LAITy Of 

THe dIOCeSe Of BAkeR

THE CLERGY, STAFF, AND FAITHFUL OF THE

 ARCHDIOCESE FOR THE MILITARY SERVICES, USA
JOIN ARCHBISHOP TIMOTHY BROGLIO

IN CONGRATULATING ONE OF OUR OWN, 
BISHOP CHAD W. ZIELINSKI,

AS HE BEGINS HIS MINISTRY 
IN IN NORTHERN ALASKA.
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The Laying on of 
Hands by the Apostolic 
Nuncio to the United 
States, Archbishop 
Carlo Maria Viganò.       
Photo-USAF

Photo-USAF

Archbishop Roger L. Schwietz, OMI, anoints 
with the Holy Chrism.  Photo-USAF

Photo by--Joyce McKenzie

Photo-USAF
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“It’s like halibut fishing. I go out and 
never catch anything, never catch 
anything. But I keep looking, just in 
case, you know, I can catch just one-
-one of my younger people, even 

someone my age.”
(Deacon Joe Asuluk on whether he keeps 

his eyes peeled for diaconate candidates.)

We have only one priest for roughly every 
24,000 square miles.  That means our 
priests are constantly on the move.  Bishop 
Zielinski has asked that we especially pray 
for vocations for our Missionary diocese.  In 
many of our villages, parishioners go weeks 
even a month, without the Mass.  Please 
join your prayers to ours particularly 
during the upcoming Novena of Grace:

Good and gracious God,
you have called us through Baptism 
to discipleship with your Son, Jesus 
Christ, and have sent us to bring 
the Good News of salvation to all 

peoples.
We pray you to grant us 
more priests and religious to 
build up your Church within 
the Missionary Diocese of 

Fairbanks, Alaska.
Inspire young men and women to 
give themselves totally to the work 

of Christ and His Church.
We ask this in the name of 

Jesus the Lord. Amen

NOVENA OF GRACE
 Each year during the month of March, a Novena is 

offered for you, our benefactors, and for your 
petitions. 

  The Novena of Grace is so called because 
countless people have had their prayers answered by 
God through the intercession of St. Francis Xavier, 
the Jesuit Apostle to the Orient in the sixteenth 
century and the patron saint of worldwide missions.

 We invite you to send us your petitions.  Both you 
and your needs will be remembered on each of the 
nine days.  The Fathers on the missions also will 
remember you and your intentions in their Masses 

and prayers during the Novena.
 We invite all of you to join us in this Novena of Grace by reciting--
from the 4th of March to the 12th inclusive--the following prayers.

 O most amiable and loving St. Francis Xavier, in union with you I 
adore the Divine Majesty.  While joyfully giving thanks to God for the great 
graces which He conferred upon you in life and for the great glory with which 
He has gifted you in heaven, I come to you with heartfelt love, begging you 
to secure for me, by your powerful intercession, the inestimable blessings of 
living and dying in the state of grace.  I also beseech you to obtain for me the 
favors I ask in this Novena______________________________________.

 But if what I ask is not for the Glory of God, or for the good of my 
soul, do you obtain for me what is most conducive to both.  Amen.  

Our Father; Hail Mary;  Glory be to the Father.
V.  Pray for us, St. Francis Xavier,

R.  That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

Let us pray:  O God, you chose to bring into your Church peoples of the 
Orient through the preaching and miracles of St. Francis Xavier, mercifully 
grant us that we may imitate his virtues, whose glorious merits we hold in 
veneration.  

We ask this through  Jesus Christ Our Lord.  Amen.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 TO:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA 
1312 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska  99709-5199

Please remember the following petitions during the Novena of Grace:
_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Deacon Joseph Asuluk
Yup’ik Eskimo

St. Peter the Fisherman Church
Toksook Bay, Alaska

Ordained February 25, 1989
By Bishop Michael J. Kaniecki, SJ



          Date___________F01 S201501
Dear Bishop Zielinski,
I want to help you and the  missionaries ministering in Northern Alaska to bring the Mass, the 
Sacraments, religious education, and training to the widely-scattered Indian and Eskimo people of 
Christ.  Please accept this donation to your General Fund and use it where most needed.    
AMOUNT OF GIFT:           $15            $25            $50         $100  $250       Other$____________
Name__________________________StreetNo.____________________________________
P.O.Box______________________________City_________________State_______
Zip________
If donating by check please make payable to:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA    or CBNA 
If donating by credit card: NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD: _________________________________
TYPE OF CARD (Visa, Master Card or Discover Cards only): VISA___     MASTER CARD___     DISCOVER___          
One Time Only:(  )      Monthly:(  )      Quarterly:(  )      Twice A Year: (  )    Annually:(  )
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential): ______________________________________________________
EXP  DATE:_________PHONE:____________________EMAIL:_____________________________
SIGNATURE: _______________________________________________________

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA/CBNA 1312 PEGER ROAD*FAIRBANKS, AK*99709

CLIPPING BOX TOPS -- A GREAT WAY TO HELP 
THE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS OF FAIRBANKS!

A message from Immaculate Conception School, Fairbanks:
Thanks for supporting our school! Together, we can make a big difference! 

Please continue to clip Box Tops and send them to the Alaskan Shepherd 
office so we can mail them in and get cash for our school!      

For more information visit www.boxtops4education.com

Find Box Tops coupons on hundreds of your favorite 
products. Each Box Top coupon is worth 10¢ for our school.  
Twice each year, Box Tops will send a check to our school for 
each Box Tops coupon redeemed, up to $20,000 each year.
Last year’s Tops =$6,918.46

  Thank You!

Campbell’s labels are 
also gratefully accepted!
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Gift-In-Kind Donations
Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska, a religious charitable organization, qualifies as 
exempt under IRS section 501(c)(3). We gratefully accept donations of physical property 
and provide receipt for Gifts-In-Kind. Contributions of new, unused United States First 
Class Stamps are especially needed. To receive a receipt for Gifts-In-Kind, other than 
stamps, please provide fair market value. If your gift is valued more than $500, please 
check the current IRS rules regarding donations for Gifts-In-Kind.

Your first class 49¢ stamp       
donations are greatly appreciated.
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Top Photo by--JR Ancheta
Bottom Photos--Joyce McKenzie

The University of Alaska Fairbanks Yupiaq Dance Group  performed the 
opening Purification Song.

Top Left:  Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus Honor Guard
Top Right:  Bishop Zielinski and Andy Angaiak

Bishop Zielinski with the Sisters of the Diocese of Fairbanks: Back Row--
Franciscan Sisters, Kathy Radich, Ellen Callaghan, and Marian Leaf, and Sr. 
Dorothy Giloley, SSJ.  Front Row--Sr. Maggie Butler, SSJ, and Sr. Josephine 
Aloralrea, OSU.

Representatives from the 4th Degree Knights of Columbus, Archbishop 
Segher’s Assembly 1515, Joseph Malen and Bill Chrisman, pose with the 
newly ordained Bishop Zielinski.
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“We are blessed to have so many supporters who make our work possible. I want to especially thank those of you 
who remember us in your prayers. Donations provide tangible benefits, but the power of prayer and the Lord’s grace is our bedrock. 

Thank you with all our hearts.”        --Bishop Chad W. Zielinski

We would like to graciously thank those that made our trip to witness our brother and son’s Ordination 
and Installation such a glorified and holy experience. It was most beautiful and memorable! To those of 
you that went beyond, (there are too many to personally mention) thank you so much for your evident 
hard work and your loving and caring ways. To all those we were not able to meet--we know had a 
profound effect on our stay, through your prayers and stewardship--we thank you as well. It has always 
been our prayer and wish for our brother (and son), to have “family” away from our home in Michigan. 
We thank the Lord our God for giving him so many wonderful people to be with him and to watch over 
him as he travels to many diverse areas of the world. Now, having visited the Diocese of Fairbanks, and 
Eielson AFB, we are very confident he has found another loving “family” to contribute to his happiness 
and overall well-being. Thank you for being so very welcoming and for keeping Bishop Chad close in your 

hearts and in your prayers, just as we, his family back home, will continue to do. 
We will miss him dearly, but understand it is God’s call. Without a doubt, we will return to your 

beautiful state of Alaska to visit and meet many more of his “family” and friends. 

God Bless you all!

The Family of Bishop Chad Zielinski 
~~Located in Alpena, Gaylord, and 

Tawas City, in Michigan.

A Note of Gratitude from Bishop Zielinski’s Family:

Bishop Chad Zielinski poses with his 
siblings and mother following the 
Ordination.  Photos by--Joyce McKenzie


