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  Some give by going to the Missions     Some go by giving to the Missions               Without both there are no Missions

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA
1312 PEGER ROAD FAIRBANKS, ALASKA  99709

Phone: 907-374-9532  www.dioceseoffairbanks.org

Special Masses are offered throughout the year for 
you and your intentions by our Missionary Priests. 
Please pray that God may bless us and our work.

A Consuming Fire
Fr. Robert Fath: Priest, Firefi ghter, Vocation Director

From Alaska Catholic Winter 2015
By ROBERT HANNON

Photos DAVID SCHIENLE

It’s rare; in fact, Chief Steve Crouch 
can’t recall another instance.

“Father Robert is the fi rst fi refi ghting chaplain that 
I’ve known in my 35-plus years in the fi re service,” 
he says. 
 That would be Father Robert Fath, the pastor 
at North Pole, Alaska’s St. Nicholas Church – better 
known as St. Nick’s. At 37, Father Robert is the 
youngest priest incardinated with the Catholic 
Diocese of Fairbanks. He is also a crew member and 
chaplain at the North Star Volunteer Fire Department, 
the unit Chief Crouch leads. 
 He will tell you serving as a fi refi ghting priest 
wasn’t something he saw coming. About two weeks 
into his assignment as pastor at St. Nicks, a parishioner 
approached him. She served as an administrator at 
the North Star fi re station. She announced to Father 
Robert that since the former pastor had been chaplain 
to the department, he was too now.
 Nevertheless, Father Robert gamely offered 
to help. On Fridays, he would stop by to lunch with 
the crew and offer an ear if anyone wanted to talk. 
He describes it as a ministry of presence. 

 Then some of the chiefs dropped hints. 
“Hey Padre, if you did our fi rst level of the in-
house training you could come out to the scenes 
and work in the cold zone.” One level of training 
led to another until now he can respond on calls 
and drive the engines. 
 Obviously, as a priest, Father Robert is no 
stranger to service. His mother is a nurse and his 

Christ of the ArcticOur Lady of the Arctic Snows
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father was career military; so, one could 
say he grew up with a sense of obligation 
to aid others. In college, he studied nursing 
and graduated with a Bachelor of Science 
in psychology, before heading to the 
seminary. 

These days, Father Robert displays 
an energy and attention for detail that have 
garnered him additional assignments. He 
is chaplain for the Catholic Schools of 
Fairbanks, chaplain to the State Troopers; 
he heads up the diocese’s office of vocations 
and seminarians and celebrates the diocese’s 
Tridentine Mass. He credits the support his 
parish and staff provide him at St. Nicks for 
the ability to juggle so many challenges. 
 Amid the many assignments and 
duties, though, firefighting stands out as 
unusual. Putting oneself at risk in helping 
others isn’t what everyone is called to, Father 
Robert admits. 
 “First you have to find ministers who are 
willing to be chaplains and not every priest or 
minister has the right attitude or desire to do that. 
And you don’t want somebody over here working 
with these guys that’s not fit for dealing with some 
of the trauma firefighters go through.”
 For Chief Crouch, Father Robert’s level of 
commitment is huge. 
 “Our program has jumped in leaps and 
bounds since he’s started responding to calls with 
us. It’s not just a picture on the board of somebody 
who comes and eats at Friday lunch. He’s in here 
two or three times a week, he’s responding on calls 
with us, he actually really cares about the people 
he’s serving and what we’re doing.” 
 In fact, Chief Crouch says, other fire crews 
will call up asking for Father Robert. Undoubtedly, 
that is because the role of chaplain seems to fill a 
very real need.
 Not only is firefighting physically demanding 
and risky, it also exacts a steep emotional toll on 
crews. Like many fire stations, North Star sees full-
time employees working shifts of 24 hours on and 

48 hours off. Studies show these hours can lead to 
sleep shortage and put significant stress on family 
life. Even the chiefs, who have an 8-5 working day 
on paper, rarely see a 40-hour work week.
 “I average 60 to 90 hours a week and that 
puts a lot of strain on family life,” says Chief 
Crouch. “You miss a lot of important occasions: 
birthdays, anniversaries, Christmas, Thanksgiving. 
There are things you miss that add stress.” Then, 
there is this fact; firefighters routinely witness 
death, injuries and loss most of us pray we never 
experience even once in our lives. 
 This, says Father Robert, can be particularly 
difficult for younger crew members. “A number 
of them are new to the fire service and have never 
been out on fire calls or traumatic multi-vehicle 
accidents, or medical calls, so they need somebody 
to sit down with sometimes and process what 
they’ve dealt with.”
 “The point underscores the importance of 
having a chaplain,” according to Chief Crouch. 
Talking with another firefighter or your supervisor 
about stress poses its own challenges. There 
remains a stigma against appearing weak, he says. 
“So you don’t mention it; you suck it up and you 
deal with it. So, instead of talking to your chaplain, 
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you go home and you drink, you go home and seek 
drugs, which we know is not good.” 

Those unhealthy coping strategies can, in 
turn, claim lives. Chief Crouch says suicide rates for 
firefighters are up. He points to confirmed figures 
provided by the Firefighters Behavioral Health 
Alliance. The stats reveal last year nationally 104 
firefighters took their own lives. Moreover, the 
organization admits that figure is undoubtedly 
low because most departments decline to report 
suicides. Indeed, many states don’t seem to track 
suicides by occupation and the Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration (OSHA) only tallies 
deaths that occur on the job.  Here in Alaska, 
the number of firefighters taking their own lives 
is also hard to pin down. Alaska death certificates 
do ask for the deceased’s occupation. Based on 
that information in 2014 it seems three Alaska 
firefighters committed suicide. Yet again, that 
number is probably low. Andrew Jessen, with the 
Alaska Department of Health and Social Services, 
says it is uncertain the families of volunteer 
firefighters who took their own lives would list the 
occupation of the deceased as a fire crew member. 
 What is clear is that all first-responders labor 

in highly stressful jobs, and 
Chief Crouch is emphatic a 
chaplain brings succor to those 
who put their lives on the line. 
“I can go talk to him where I 
might not want to go talk to 
my deputy chief or go out and 
talk to one of the guys on the 
floor.”
  For his part, Father 
Robert says the gifts of his 
chaplaincy flow both ways. 
The experience has made him 
a better priest. 
 “It’s one thing to be 
in a parish where everyone 
is Catholic and everyone 

believes the same thing. But, here I’m expected to 
be a chaplain to everyone. You know the atheists 
and agnostics, the Catholics, the Protestants, 
the Southern Baptists. So it’s been a learning 
experience for me, but also a blessing to be able 
to minister to such a wide variety of people.” 
 And, it is clear watching the crew interact 
with Father Robert over a lunch table or in hallways 
or the equipment bay he is as much a part of a team 

Friday lunch at North Star Volunteer Fire Department, 
in North Pole, Alaska.
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as a spiritual support. A fair amount of good-
natured ribbing is on display. Father Robert 
recalls one early winter day a few years back 
as an example.
  “They had me don all my gear 
including an air pack and they handed me a 
charged hose line and it was just after first 
snowfall so things were icy. They didn’t tell 
me how to hold it or anything like that and I 
opened the bail and fell backwards and went 
sliding on the ice.” 
 He managed to keep hold of the 
writhing hose and shut it off. Once he 
gathered himself and stood up, he looked 
over to the crew who stood there with large 
grins on their faces. Mark one rite of passage 
completed. 
 More than a team, Father Robert calls 
the crew at North Star family. He’s baptized 
newborns, presided over weddings and sat 
with them in difficult times. That allegiance 
of affection seems mutual. As Chief Crouch 
explained, “Having a chaplain on board 
actually gives us peace of mind to know that 
if something happens and we need somebody 
to talk to we have our Father.”

Alaska Catholic asked Fr. Robert 
how his ministry as a chaplain 
and firefighting priest influenced 
his other ministries, especially 
vocations. Here is his response.

“For many of us we saw something 
in the priests and religious around 
us that made us begin to ask the 

questions ourselves. Often times it’s the casual 
interaction with a priest, sister or religious brother 
that has the most impact. So many people have a 
preconceived notion of the priesthood and religious life 
that makes such a vocation unrealistic or unobtainable. 
When they see us participating in everyday activities 
or interacting with them outside a religious context, 
they see the humanity of our vocation, which makes 
it more real. In the context of the fire department,
I think it shows them that a religious vocation 
is compatible with other interests that they may 
not have realized (I think of the kids over at 
the Catholic school--the Kinders especially).
During the first month of school, I do a show-and-tell 
with them and bring my vestments and sacred objects 
to the classroom for them to see and touch. In October, 
which happens to be fire safety month, I bring my 
turnout gear and an air pack. When they see me don 
my gear with a Roman collar on the reaction is usually, 
“Wow! He’s a priest 
AND a firefighter!” 
It plants a seed with 
them...hey, maybe I can 
do that too. It’s probably 
the same for adults, too, 
at some level. There’s a 
profound witness that 
accompanies us being 
with and participating 
in the activities of others 
that can lead them to 
contemplate their own 
vocation and path more 
deeply ... if he can 
do that, why can’t I.”
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The westernmost outpost of the Catholic Church in the 
United States is a green, rocky island straddling the Pacific 
Ocean and the Bering Sea. Unalaska and its port of Dutch 
Harbor are known to most people as the home of the TV 
show “The Deadliest Catch,” or the “birthplace of the 
winds” or “the cradle of storms.” About 900 miles west of 
Anchorage, three hours by plane  or more than three days 
by ship, it is so remote that even most Alaskans have never 
been there. And yet, it is a place of strong faith. “There is a 
spirituality out here. The faith here is so rich. People here 
don’t have Mass every day or even every weekend, and yet 
they still thrive,” says Father Dan Hebert of Anchorage, who 
has served the community for the past five years.
 Once a month – weather permitting – Father Dan or 
another “circuit” priest from the Archdiocese of Anchorage 
spends a weekend celebrating Mass and administering the 
sacraments. The rest of the time, local services are provided 
by lay volunteers who serve as extraordinary ministers of 
holy Eucharist, youth leaders, Parish Life leaders, janitors, 
cooks, or whatever else St. Christopher-by-the-Sea needs. 
In August, members of the parish joined Father Dan and two 
other retreat leaders in providing a weekend retreat for about 
20 local junior high and high school students. Sister Dorothy 

Finding God in
faraway places

Editor’s Note:  Sister Dorothy Giloley, SSJ, Religious Education Director from the Diocese of Fairbanks, 
Father Al Smith, OSFS, from Chesnut Hill, Philadelphia, and Fr. Don Hebert from the Archdiocese of 
Anchorage, collaborated this past fall to host a junior high and high school retreat for about 20 students 
at St. Christopher-by-the-Sea, in Unalaska, Alaska; their retreat story follows. --Patty Walter

UNALASKA RETREAT

From Alaska Catholic Winter 2015
By CAROL STURGULEWSKI

Retreat leaders: Fr. Al Smith, OSFS, Sr. 
Dorothy Giloley, SSJ, and Fr. Don Hebert at St. 
Christopher-by-the-Sea, in Unalaska, Alaska.

Giloley, religious education director for 
the Diocese of Fairbanks, joined Father 
Al Smith, from Pennsylvania, to lead a 
program titled “Finding God in All Things.” 
Father Al has been a campus minister at 
Holy Family College in Philadelphia for 
18 years, and knew Sister Dorothy there 
when she was campus minister at nearby 
Temple and Drexel universities. This was 
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the third year for the retreat. “The first two 
have been so successful in that I can walk 
the street, go to the gym or the grocery store, 
and parents and kids will come up to me to 
talk about the retreats we did a year or two 
years ago,” Father Dan says. “It’s a great 
spiritual adrenaline boost for the people 
here.” Unalaska-Dutch Harbor is home to 
about 4,700 permanent residents, but another 
5,000-10,000 transient workers are in the 
community for days, weeks or months at a 
time, depending on the crabbing and fishing 
seasons. St. Christopher-by-the-Sea has 
about 100 parishioners, Father Dan guesses, 
“but it’s a very transient congregation.” 
With such a small congregation in such a 
busy community, the visitors were impressed at 
the teamwork local people used to make the event 
happen. Advance publicity, meals, and even artwork 
of island flowers and foxes sprang up to accent the 
three-day event. The visitors were treated to tours 
of area World War II sites, fish processing plants, 
the waterfront and museum. In return, they brought 
some unique retreat exercises, along with standbys 
such as Eucharistic  adoration, music and Scripture 
reading. The first night was anchored with a viewing 
of a Canadian film, “The Blue Butterfly.” The true 

story tells of a young boy fascinated by insects, 
especially the rare Peruvian blue butterfly. When 
he’s afflicted with an aggressive brain tumor, his 
mother asks a scientist’s help in taking the boy to the 
Amazon in search of the blue butterfly, which local 
Indians believe holds healing powers. “Through God 
as the healing remedy, the boy is healed,” Father 
Dan says. The butterfly theme continued the next 
day, when attendees were given a paper caterpillar 
before going to reconciliation. After the sacrament, 
the priest gave them a paper butterfly, symbolizing 
their spiritual transformation. “The whole idea is 
that a butterfly starts with a caterpillar in darkness,” 
says Sister Dorothy, a member of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph. Participants made paper butterflies to give to 
community members attending the final Mass, and 
talked about “what God said to me in the retreat.” In 
a community initially founded by Unangan (Aleut) 
people, and now home to fish processing workers 
from all over the world, cross-cultural exercises had 
a special impact. Father Al led the young people 
in “The Prayer of the Four Directions.” Often 
associated with Native American cultures, the prayer 
is transformed to represent God’s omnipresence 
and involvement in nature. “When I go out in the 
mornings to witness the rising of the sun, I associate 

Carolyn Reed, local artist, beautifully decorates 
the church with drawings of animals and habitat 
from the local area, which include eagles, foxes, 
and �reweed.

Pictured above: �e  junior/senior high students 
and the youth and adult retreat leaders at St. 
Christopher-by-the-Sea.
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NOVENA OF GRACE
 Each year during the month of March, a Novena is offered for you, 
our benefactors, and for your petitions. 
 The Novena of Grace is so called because countless people have had 
their prayers answered by God through the intercession of St. Francis Xavier, 
the Jesuit Apostle to the Orient in the sixteenth century and the patron saint 
of worldwide missions.
 We invite you to send us your petitions.  Both you and your needs will 
be remembered on each of the nine days.  The Fathers on the missions also 
will remember you and your intentions in their Masses and prayers during 
the Novena.
 We invite all of you to join us in this Novena of Grace by reciting
--from the 4th of March to the 12th inclusive--the following prayers.

 
O most amiable and loving St. Francis Xavier, in union with you I adore the Divine 
Majesty.  While joyfully giving thanks to God for the great graces which He conferred 
upon you in life and for the great glory with which He has gifted you in heaven, I come to 
you with heartfelt love, begging you to secure for me, by your powerful intercession, the 
inestimable blessings of living and dying in the state of grace.  I also beseech you to obtain 
for me the favors I ask in this Novena______________________________________.

 But if what I ask is not for the Glory of God, or for the good of my soul, do you obtain for me 
what is most conducive to both.  Amen.  

Our Father; Hail Mary;  Glory be to the Father.
V.  Pray for us, St. Francis Xavier,     R.  That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

Let us pray:  O God, you chose to bring into your Church peoples of the Orient through the 
preaching and miracles of St. Francis Xavier, mercifully grant us that we may imitate his virtues, 

whose glorious merits we hold in veneration.  
We ask this through  Jesus Christ Our Lord.  

Amen.
TO:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA  ~   1312 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska  99709-5199

Please remember the following petitions during the Novena of Grace:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________



The Alaskan Shepherd  Newsletter  Volume 54 Number   1                      Winter     Page 8

A Kindly Providence
An Alaskan Missionary’s Story

Concerning the autobiography, they wrote:—
“…written very vividly, clearly, and sincerely in a quietly engaging style.” 

--David J. Leigh, SJ, author of CIRCUITOUS JOURNEYS:  
Modern Spiritual Autobiographies

“A �ne and complete record of a full and fascinating life.” 
--Brad R. Reynolds, SJ, writer and photographer

 “Your Autobiography is very, very good. In reading it, people will have the experience of being right there where you 
are at the time. Chapter One is beautiful. It is an American classic, in itself.”   

--Margaret Cantwell, SSA, author of North to Share: �e Sisters of Saint Ann in Alaska and the Yukon Territory

Fragmentary quotes from the autobiography weave an intriguing tapestry:—
“As I was standing on top of Little Diomede Island in Bering Strait, the sight of the Siberian mainland warmed my 
heart….Just inches from my head, he le� a 2-inch deep hoof print….but that was wartime….and Christmas 1943 was 
the most di�cult Christmas of my entire life….the storm in my soul was hushed to a gentle breeze….the desire for 
the Alaskan missions….‘�ou art a priest forever’….an old, two-bladed pocketknife….On that day, one of the major 
surprises of my life awaited me….that solo drive....surrounded on all sides, as well as top and bottom, by absolutely 
nothing other than black coal….disembarked at Plymouth…we spoke ‘Frenglish’….longest, hardest, sweatiest day of 
my priesthood….talk about entering Vienna ‘in style!’….Mass in the submarine US Quillback....alone, in the presence 
of the head man of the Archdiocese of Munich-Freising....the Scavi, the catacombs under St. Peter’s….so, smuggling 
a cruci�x out of East Berlin could be a bit risky….I rarely in my whole life felt so utterly relaxed, so totally at ease, 
so grateful….when Libby Riddles won the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog race….on King Island….Solemn Profession….
�erefore be it resolved….most consoling of all my priestly Christmas seasons….well up the Chilkoot Trail….a very 
rude awakening….a Ruby in my life….Pope John Paul II and Pres. Reagan….And a challenge it proved to be!....the 
very summit of old Oz himself…..when in walks Father General….‘And Gaawd bless you too, Faawther!’
….stickdance….the slap of a slimy �shtail in my face….got down to minus 76….Yet another case of mixing the useful 
with the pleasant….Up comes the stern. And, up comes—the kid’s breakfast….end of a wonderful 2,327-mile trip!...
But then I thought to myself, ‘Oh, what the hell! Why not?’….Koyukon Athabaskan Dictionary....not a ‘natural’ for 
prison ministry….a grizzly parading her two cubs past our camp….le� a big hole in my personal life….the Dempster 
Highway….little foxes running around on my tent platform….‘�e Great and Sacred Jubilee Year of Our Lord 2000’….
Vice President of the United States, �e Honorable Richard B. Cheney….proved to be a fairly 
accurate prophecy…ALASKANA CATHOLICA…. the same kindly Providence.”
 A Kindly Providence is a comprehensive and richly illustrated autobiography. Fr. 
Louis L. Renner, S.J., a dedicated missionary in Alaska for 40 years, tells a compelling story of 
a full and fascinating life of service to the people and the Church in northern Alaska, a great 
land of natural beauties, challenging elements, and vast wilderness regions.
Beautifully, Fr. Renner interweaves the everyday lives of the people and the Church as he 
experienced them �rst hand as a scholar, a teacher, a “bush missionary,” and ever the Jesuit 
priest. In the course of his long years in Alaska, among other ministries, he taught German 
and Latin at the University of Alaska Fairbanks, edited the Catholic newsletter �e Alaskan 
Shepherd, and had the pastoral care of two di�erent Indian villages on the middle Yukon 
River. For his scholarly writings, Tony Knowles, the governor of Alaska presented him with 
the “2002 Governor’s Award for Friend of the Humanities.”

A Kindly Providence, in so�cover, spans 583 pages including some 80  illustrations.
~Ordering information on page 9~

Fr. Louis L. Renner, SJ
1926-2015



A Journey Through 50 
Years of Faith, Hope, and 
Love, in softcover, spans 
178 pages with full color 

illustrations.

$20
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A purchase of one of the books featured above helps to alleviate expenses
 in the Missionary Diocese of Fairbanks.

Yes, please send:

  ____copy(ies) of--A KINDLY PROVIDENCE, An Alaskan Missionary’s Story, 
Written By Fr. Louis L. Renner, S.J. --I am  enclosing $35.00 for each book. F921

  ____copy(ies) of--ALASKANA CATHOLICA, A History of the Catholic Church in Alaska, 
Written By Fr. Louis L. Renner, S.J.--I am enclosing $85.00 for each book. F92

  ____copy(ies) of--THE DIOCESE OF FAIRBANKS, A Journey �rough 50 Years...,
I am  enclosing $20.00 for each book. F67

NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD: ______________________________________________________

TYPE OF CARD (Visa, Master Card or Discover Cards only): VISA___     MASTER CARD___     DISCOVER___          

CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential): ____________________________________________________

EXP  DATE:_________PHONE:____________________EMAIL:________________________________________

SIGNATURE: __________________________________________________________________________________

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA/CBNA 1312 PEGER ROAD*FAIRBANKS, AK*99709

�ese books make wonderful gi�s.  
Each purchase helps raise funds to assist 

the Missions of Northern Alaska.

Alaskana Catholica, in hardcover, spans 
702 pages including close to 400 images.

$85

$35

A Kindly Providence, in softcover, 
spans 583 pages including some 

80  illustrations.



Dear Bishop Zielinski,       Date___________F01 S2016 01
I want to help you and the  missionaries ministering in Northern Alaska to bring the Mass, the Sacraments, 
religious education, and training to the widely-scattered Indian and Eskimo people of Christ.  

Please accept this donation to your General Fund and use it where most needed.    
AMOUNT OF GIFT: $15______   $25_______  $50_____  $100_____  $250_____     Other$____________
Name__________________________StreetNo.____________________________________
P.O.Box___________________________City_________________State_______Zip________
If donating by check please make payable to:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA    or CBNA 
If donating by credit card: NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD: _________________________________
TYPE OF CARD (Visa, Master Card or Discover Cards only): VISA___     MASTER CARD___     DISCOVER___          
One Time Only:(  )      Monthly:(  )      Quarterly:(  )      Twice A Year: (  )    Annually:(  )
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confi dential): ______________________________________________________
EXP  DATE:_________PHONE:____________________EMAIL:___________________________________
SIGNATURE: _______________________________________________________

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA/CBNA 1312 PEGER ROAD*FAIRBANKS, AK*99709
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� ank you for your generous gi� s that help maintain our Mission Programs!

Missionary Diocese 
of Fairbanks:

(Northern Alaska)
409,849 Square Miles

5 Urban Road Parishes
4 Rural Road Parishes
37 Non-Road Mission Parishes

1 High School (Monroe)
1 Elementary School 
 (Immaculate Conception)
1448 Children Under 
 Religious Instruction
1 Native Ministry    
 Training  Center

Served By:

1 Bishop
2 Brothers
15 Priests
7 Sisters
30 Deacons

Numerous Lay Ministers

8   FINANCIALLY SELF-SUSTAINING PARISHES

38  MISSION PARISHES

some give by going to the missions.
some go by giving to the missions.

without both there are no missions.

Good and gracious God, you have called us through Baptism to discipleship with your Son, Jesus Christ, 
and have sent us to bring the Good News of salvation to all peoples.

We pray you to grant us more priests, clergy and religious to build up your Church 
within the Missionary Diocese of Fairbanks, Alaska.

Inspire young men and women to give themselves totally to the work of Christ and His Church. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.         Amen
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Your first class 49¢ 
stamp donations 

are greatly apreciated.

it with the Creator,” says Father Al. “Whatever is 
rising in me, whatever is growing in me, whatever is 
risking in me, I know God is with me.” He also led 
students in an outdoor session of tai chi exercises. 
Originally developed in China for self- defense, 
tai chi is now often used for stress reduction and 
“meditation in motion,” promoting serenity through 
smooth, low-impact movements. “When you have 
these little moves you’re seeking a balance that 
translates into other aspects of your life,” Father Al 
says. “St. Francis de Sales said, ‘nothing is so strong 
as gentleness, and nothing so gentle as real strength.’” 
Sister Dorothy led an exercise in “The Prayer of the 
Four Elements,” a Christian perspective of Native 
American prayers to find God in water, wind, earth 
and air – a relevant topic for young people in the 
stormy Aleutians. “The idea is that you find God in 
nature, in Scripture, in the sacraments, in each other,” 
she says. In another session, young people silently 
worked with clay, while she read from Scripture 
detailing “how we’re like clay in God’s hands, how 
he’s molding us and using us.” In an exercise he 
calls “Finding God in Each Other,” Father Dan led a 
Saturday afternoon luncheon for all the young people 
and adults. Three people were randomly chosen to 
enjoy a three-course meal with dessert, candles and 
table linens. Some diners received a bag lunch and 
juice box. Some received a bowl of rice and a glass 
of water. And three received nothing. The divisions 
represent the imbalance of food and wealth in 
contemporary life, where only a small percentage 
of people are free from hunger and poverty. “We tell 
the story of the rich man and Lazarus,” Father Dan 
says. “It’s the idea to be able to see right here at St. 
Christopher that there are people in our world who 
go to bed hungry.” The “haves” were not allowed 
to share their food with the “have-nots,” because 
today’s world doesn’t work that way. The concept 
was startling and sometimes upsetting to the young 

people, who talked about it all weekend, Father Dan 
says. At the end of the retreat, the 11 a.m. Sunday 
Mass was packed. The participants shared stories 
of their weekend, distributed butterflies and told 
how various Scriptures or moments impacted them 
most. Mass ended with parishioners passing lighted 
candles, and the salute, “May you receive the light of 
Christ in your life.” “We ended with the song, “Christ 
Be Our Light,” and we were so loud, we about took 
the roof off,” Sister Dorothy exclaims. “Some of the 
kids said the biggest thing for them was learning to 
find the presence of God in each other,” Father Dan 
says. “They said, ‘Now I look at people around me, 
my parents, my brothers and sisters, and I’ve got to 
see God in them.’ That’s so key. We can find God in 
nature or in music, but sometimes the hardest thing 
is seeing God in one another.” 

Sr. Dorothy Giloley, SSJ, Director of Religious 
Education for the Diocese of Fairbanks, poses in front 
of Dutch Harbor, in the Aleutian Islands.

Box Top coupons are worth 10¢ for our school.  
Twice each year, Box Tops will send a check 
to our school for each Box Tops coupon 
redeemed, up to $20,000 each year.  

Your generous donations of Box Tops and 
Campbell Soup Labels are a real blessing to the school.  

THANK YOU! Please keep clipping!
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The Diocese of Fairbanks and Catholic Extension have partnered in an 
incentive program in an e� ort to build a permanent endowment that can be 
stewarded and retained for years to come. � e income from this endowment 
will support the cost of seminarian education in the Diocese of Fairbanks. 
Qualifying donations must be new or increased gi� s of $1,000 or more, or 
raised through special fundraising events designated for the program. Catholic 
Extension will match each quali� ed gi� , up to a total of $50,000.  

What is the process for accepting seminarians?
Seminarians are accepted through a lengthy and thorough process conducted 
by our Vocation Director, Fr. Robert Fath and Bishop Chad Zielinski. It 
includes a psychological test, background check, medical evaluation, and 
multiple conversations to assist men discerning this vocation.  Candidates 
must be practicing Catholics who have completed their sacraments and have a 
high school diploma.  A college degree is preferred.

What expenses are seminarians responsible for paying?
� ough many seminarians’ families can and do contribute very genersously to 

their personal expenses, most come from families of very modest incomes.  � e average cost of educating and forming 
each seminarian, annually, in our diocese is $30,000.  � eir expenses include everything from tuition, room and board 
to books, stipends, and health insurance.

How do we promote new vocations in the Diocese of Fairbanks?
We strive to make personal contact in multiple ways, including in-person, by phone, by email and through social 
media.  Bishop Chad and Father Robert visit schools, parishes, and campus ministries to talk about vocations. � e best 
advocates for promoting vocations are parents.
 � is challenge is a great opportunity for our diocese.  

For more information regarding Vocations:
Contact: Fr. Robert Fath
DiocesanVocations Director  ~  907-488-2595
fairbanksvocations@cbna.info
 For more information regarding Seminarian Endowment:
  Contact: Teresa Chepoda-Usibellli
 Diocesan Development Director  ~  907-374-9128
 teresa@cbna.org   www.dioceseo� airbanks.org

2016 SEMINARIAN ENDOWMENT CHALLENGE

Fr. Robert Fath and the   Diocese's newest 
Seminarian, Conor Baer, gather at Monroe 
Catholic High School for Mass.

Fr. Robert is the Diocese's Vocation Director 
and pastor of St. Nicholas Church, in North 
Pole, Alaska.

Conor is discerning the priesthood while 
pursuing his degree at University of Alaska 
Fairbanks.  He will be attending Mount 
Angel Seminary, in Oregon,  this fall.


