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CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA
1312 PEGER ROAD FAIRBANKS, ALASKA  99709

Phone: 907-374-9532  www.dioceseoffairbanks.org

Special Masses are offered throughout the year for 
you and your intentions by our Missionary Priests. 
Please pray that God may bless us and our work.

Coach Frank Ostanik
Boss of the Monroe Catholic Rams

Coach Frank Ostanik has 
been coaching basketball 
since 1993. Over the past 23 
years, he has coached in the 
villages of rural Alaska, at the 
University of Alaska, where 
he was an NCAA Division 
II assistant and head coach 
and finally as head coach 
at Monroe Catholic. Coach 
O has the highest winning 
percentage of any head coach 
in UAF history within a three 
year span. During his tenure 
at Monroe, Coach O’s teams 
have amassed a record of 143-
31 (.821) and won four Aurora 
Conference Championships 
and three 3A state titles.

Over the 2016 summer, Coach 
O held his annual ABA “Alaska 
Basketball Academy” Camps 
which were attended by: 350 
high school girls, 425 high 
school boys, 125 second-fifth 
graders, and 150 sixth-eighth 
graders from all over Alaska.
    
    
  

Coach O poses with son Win and wife Toni.    Photo courtesy of Joyce Gavora
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Courting Success
By Robert Hannon

Catcalls, laughter, whistles and the unceasing 
murmur of voices: feet pounding out an 
irregular beat as figures weave back and forth or 
turn and race down court under bright halide 
or sodium lights: an invisible but palpable cloud 
of sweat, cologne and soft drinks - these are 
some of the elements guaranteed to overload 
the senses of the uninitiated spectator at a high 
school basketball game.  
 On another level, beyond the sound and 
fury, lies the stratagems and lightening quick 
tactical shifts going on in the minds of every 
player and coach. If they are well-prepared, a 
unifying rhythm can take hold of a team’s five 
players. Each knows where his teammates are, 
knows where they will be and how to move the 
ball to each until a shot, rebound dunk or tip-in 
changes the numbers on the score board. 
 Monroe Catholic School Coach Frank 
Ostanik, “Coach O,” spends a lot of time trying to 
prepare his teams to experience those moments 
when players enter the flow and become one. 
He won’t tell you he works harder than any 
other coach, but his record suggests it. Over 
the past eight years at Monroe, his teams have 
garnered a 143-31 record and won four Aurora 
Conference Championships and three 3A state 
titles. In 2014, Ostanik was the Alaska winner 
of the USA Today High School Sports Best Boys 
Basketball Coach competition. He quipped at 
the time that was only because his wife Toni 
voted for him so many times.  A dubious claim, 
since he eventually came in third nationwide, 
garnering nearly 441,000 votes. 

 What Frank will tell you, what he tells 
parents, players or his students, is there are 
certain core values that will help get you where 
you want: Hard work, preparation, giving it 
your all and surrendering self-interest to the 
team’s welfare. These are givens, almost clichés, 
or would be, if they weren’t being demonstrated 
on court and off by the Catholic Schools of 
Fairbanks’ Athletic Director. 
 Sometimes Frank’s drive can bring one 
up short. No one who has seen “Coach O” at 
games doubts he isn’t giving it his all. He leaps 
up, shouts out commands. He lets the refs know 
when he isn’t happy with some call and when 
players need to get their head in the game. All 
of which is to say, Frank isn’t a passive observer 
on the sidelines.
 He concedes that for spectators who don’t 
know him or his players, he can come across as 
a little intense. 
There are a lot of people who come to a game 
who maybe will watch me and have a problem 
with my demeanor towards my players. But those 
people don’t understand the relationship I have 
with them. When I’m on them it doesn’t mean 
that I don’t care deeply for them.  In fact, I tell the 
parents and I tell them: The moment you continue 

Continued on Page 4...
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As we enter the beginning of another academic year, I thank those 
who are dedicated to serving in various capacities in Monroe Catholic 
High School and Immaculate Conception Grade School.  The ongoing 
support and dedication of staff, the many sacrifices made by parents, 
and the participation of other great people in the local community, set 
us apart as a Catholic Institution. We have the proper priorities; first 

and foremost, a dedication to the formation of faith that holds to the truth of the Gospel 
message of Jesus Christ.  
 
Pope Francis underscored the importance of this orientation when addressing a group of 
Italian school teachers, parents, educators, students and other workers on May 10, 2014: 
“The mission of schools is to develop a sense of truth, of what is good and beautiful. 
“If something is true, it is good and beautiful; if it is beautiful; it is good and true; if 
it is good, it is true and it is beautiful. And together, these elements enable us to grow 
and help us to love life, even when we are not well, even in the midst of many problems. 
True education enables us to love life and opens us to the fullness of life.” 

This clarity of our mission informs the hearts and minds of the young people who grace 
the halls of our schools.  The Catholic formation of conscience reflecting the beauty, 
goodness and truth of Christ becomes a beacon of hope amidst a morally confused so-
ciety. In this way, our children become ambassadors of Christ’s peace; they promote a 
needed harmony and justice for the greater good of the human family.
 
Be assured of my continued prayers, and a heart-
felt thanks to all who make significant sacrifices 
to contribute to this significant formation pro-
cess. A special thanks to our generous Alaskan 
Shepherd benefactors who support the schools 
with their prayers and financial assistance.
 
Sincerely in Christ,

†Most Reverend Chad W. Zielinski
Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska
Diocese of Fairbanks

A Letter From Bishop Chad Zielinski
Be Assured Of My Prayers
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to make mistakes and I’m not saying anything, 
that’s when you need to be worried.
 Andrew Walter, who currently attends 
Saint Martin’s University in Lacey, Washington, 
is a former Monroe track and field stand out. 
Before he found his sport, however, he decided 
in junior high to give basketball a try, despite 
having never played before. 
 I made many mistakes 
over the season, and Coach let 
me know. He encouraged me 
to work hard to correct them. 
Despite being on the receiving 
end of the early workouts and 
the shouting, and fighting the 
feelings of almost wanting to 
quit, I discovered it was all 
worth it. Especially during the 
moments when our team would 
run a play, just right, and I’d 
be on the end to score.  That’s 
when I’d turn around to see that 
Coach O wasn’t yelling--he was 
smiling.
 As one parent from 

another school put it with a shake of her 
head, “You can tell his boys adore him.”
 Frank says the commitment to the hard 
work of training and planning pays out 
rich dividends for his players for the rest 
of their lives. The world has expectations, he 
explains. If you want to be successful, this is 
what we have to do. And if you communicated 
that well enough to your kids, I’m not saying 
they’re going to be excited about it, but if 
you love competition and you’re reasonably 
successful, it creates more success.
 Possibly another factor in Frank’s ability 
to instill passion and hard work into his 
teams may be his conviction that it is what 

he was meant to do. You might say it is his 
vocation.
 I came home in seventh grade and told my 
dad I wanted to be the “winningest” high school 
basketball coach in Alaska.” Frank seems a little 
mystified as he recounts that moment. “I really 
don’t know where the idea came from. I think I 
just had a way of thinking about the game, which 

Continued from Page 2
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led me to realize I would be better 
coaching it than playing it.   I also 
enjoyed basketball and perhaps part 
of me thought coaching it would keep 
me around the game.
 His certainty and pursuit of 
his goal didn’t fade over time. He 
remembers asking his high school 
coaches what they took in college to 
prepare them for the job. His parents 
took his career choice in stride. His 
father coached Frank’s earliest team 
efforts, and in more than one sport. 
“It didn’t matter, baseball, football, 
basketball, I just loved competition,” 
Frank recalls.
 Eve ntu a l ly,  h i s  l ove  of 
basketball, his skill on the court and 
six feet, four-inch frame, earned him 
a basketball scholarship at Sheldon 
Jackson College, in Sitka, Alaska. 
Then in his junior year he transferred 
to the University of Alaska Fairbanks and played 
for the “Nanooks,” where he set a record for the 
most steals in a game – a record that stands to 
this day, though it was tied by one of his players 
when he coached the Nanooks.  
 Frank also earned his bachelor’s degree 
in education with an eye towards his goal. His 
first assignment after graduation took him to the 
village of Kaltag, on the Yukon River. There he 
revived the boys and girls basketball teams that 
had been dormant for a number of years.  The 
principal placed only one measure of success 
on the fledgling coach, “Make sure both teams 
are in place at the end of the school year.” Frank 
did so.
 The next year he transferred to another 
village, Northway, where a good friend was 
teaching. In between those school years he 
married his fiancée Toni.  When their son came 

along, as you might expect, they named him 
Win. 
 Around that time, he also had a chance to 
return to his alma mater, University of Alaska 
Fairbanks. For eight years he worked as assistant 
coach and three years as the head coach. Under 
his direction the UAF Nanooks men’s team won 
more games than in any three year stretch in 
UAF Basketball history.
 Despite the wins, there were political 
pressures at play in college sports which led 
Frank to step down and focus on his childhood 
dream to coach high school basketball. He 
worked for a year as a teacher in the public 
schools. Then the next year he decided, as it 
were, to follow his son to the Catholic Schools of 
Fairbanks: Immaculate Conception Elementary 
and Monroe Junior and Senior High. 
 As all parents do, Toni and Frank discussed 
where to put Win, when school beckoned. While 
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Fairbanks enjoys a wonderful school district, 
particularly at the elementary school level, 
Toni and Frank recognized Win would thrive 
at Immaculate Conception and Monroe, with 
its smaller class sizes, family atmosphere and 
spirituality. 
 So, Frank understood the draw of the 
Catholic Schools when he applied to teach 
and coach there. Today he wonders what took 
him so long to join the faculty. “I can’t imagine 
anymore, working at a school where you don’t 
start the day off in prayer,” he says. 
 Nancy Hanson who directs the Catholic 
Schools of Fairbanks says she was impressed 
with Frank’s knowledge of the school when he 
interviewed for the job. More than that, she 
says, he seemed to intuitively grasp the school’s 
mission.
 In our interview with him, he exuded a 
passion for basketball, for teaching the game 
as a game of skills, strategy, communication, 
teamwork--of challenging oneself to know his/her 

skills, to constantly strive to get better, to recognize 
team as more important than individual.   He 
coaches life skills.
 Indeed, those life skills are taken up in 
a leadership class Frank teaches when he isn’t 
coaching and overseeing the schools’ athletics 
programs. He explains:
What it takes to be successful isn’t complicated. 
Working as part of a team is one of the biggest 
lessons, playing unselfishly. What is complicated 
is people. The first two questions anyone is going 
to ask a kid after a game is (1) Did you win and 
(2) how many points did you score? We don’t talk 
a lot about winning, we talk about did we play the 
best we could as a group. I tell the guys all the time, 
I sleep very well when we lose, if we played great, 
if we played hard, if we played together. We’re not 
going to win every game. I’ve also slept really badly 
at night when we won but we did not play well.
 He frequently draws on the wisdom of 
the great UCLA coach John Wooden. “Success 
is peace of mind, which is a direct result of self-
satisfaction in knowing you made the effort to 
become the best of which you are capable.” Frank, 
a lifelong Catholic, puts it this way – “I’m helping 
students reach their God-given potential.” 
 F r a n k ’ s 
skill at sharing the 
insights gleaned 
from nearly a 
quarter century 
o f  c o a c h i n g 
extends beyond 
the locker room 
or class room. 
D u r i n g  t h e 
school year he 
weekly pens an 
engaging and 
tightly-written 

Photo courtesy of Martha Bristow
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newsletter The Full Curl to Monroe parents, 
sharing insights, stories and reports. Frank says 
when he worked in the public schools some 
of his faculty colleagues were surprised that a 
coach was not only articulate but literate. He 
shrugs it off as a typical stereotyping of “jocks.”
 On the other hand, Frank’s communication 
skills did not escape the notice of Nancy 
Hanson. She had heard him address his players 
and assistant coaches. She asked him to deliver 
the graduation address last spring.
 He, more than any other teacher, could 
articulate our mission in a way others could 
grasp it,  Nancy says.  That mission:  life is bigger 
than ourselves; being present to others; pushing 
ourselves; serving-giving to others; being people 
of hope, people of kindness.
 In that address last graduation, Frank 
spoke almost wistfully of his envy of the 
graduating class who were, he said, part of a 
great caring community.
Most kids graduate and spend their whole lives 
searching for something to belong to, something to 

be a part of, and if they are lucky, they will find a 
few people who care about them…However, not 
you. You will have that - times a thousand. For 
the rest of your life, wherever you go, you will 
never have to search, because you will always be 
able to depend on this community, through the 
good times and the bad. 
 Nowadays, Frank says he isn’t concerned 
about being the “winningest” coach. What he 
doesn’t seem to be aware of, is that to players and 
their parents, and to colleagues of the Monroe 
community, he IS a winner, with or without state 
titles and laurels. 

Former Chancellor of 
the Diocese of Fairbanks, 
Robert Hannon, is 
easing into retirement 
by engaging in special 
assignments, including 
writing pieces for The 
Alaskan Shepherd.  
 Robert also works 
part-time as an on-call 
Producer for local public 
radio station KUAC, in 
Fairbanks.
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FROM BISHOP CHAD:  
JOIN THE TEAM!

In his remarks to Monroe Graduates this 
spring, Frank Ostanik, or “Coach O” as he 
is known, challenged the newest alum as 

they stepped into new possibilities. The challenges are a 
great example of Frank’s skills at motivating his players 
and students to reach deep into themselves and offer 
the world their best. The Catholic Schools of Fairbanks 
struggles to keep tuition at a rate that is attainable by all 
and still pay the bills. And, while the Monroe Foundation 
does a spectacular job of fundraising in the community, 
more funds are critical for the continued existence of the 
schools. It is my hope that you can offer the Schools a 
little help, especially as we head into the season of rising 
thermostats, so that the Catholic Schools can continue to 
challenge their graduates to be all the things that Coach 
O mentions in his address (printed in part, below).  Thank 
you for your help!    --Bishop Chad Zielinski

COACH O’S CHALLENGES TO 
THE MCHS CLASS OF 2016

Your first challenge is for you to always seek out excel-
lence.  Wherever and whenever you find it, admire it and 
appreciate it for its beauty and for the extraordinary effort 
that went into creating it.  Understand, excellence doesn’t 
just happen, it takes thousands of hours along with blood, 
sweat and most likely tears, to create.  When you find it, 
study it and learn from it.  Apply the efforts necessary to 
create such excellence, to your life, and in doing so, I am 
confident you will find a measure of success in your own 
careers.  I have no doubt you will recognize excellence when 
you see it, because you have been witness to it each day 
in the lectures of Mr. Riggs, the smile and chocolate chip 
cookies of Mrs. Wallace, the determination and dedication 
of Mrs. Hanson.  You have witnessed it in the teachers, 
administration and your classmates, every day, here, within 
these schools.
Your second challenge is to be tough.  In my 45 years of 
life I have been led to one absolute and unequivocal truth 
– life is not fair.  If life were fair, let’s be honest, I would 
be much better looking. (Where’s my wife?  Yep, there she 
is agreeing.  It took 21 years but she’s finally agreeing 
with something I said).  When things go wrong - and they 
will go wrong – do not whine, do not complain, do not be 
a sniveling clod of ailments, be tough.  When something 
goes wrong that you have no control over, lean on your 
faith.  When something goes wrong that you do control, 
when you make a mistake, when you fail, look into the 
mirror, accept responsibility for your failure, be accountable 
and find a solution.  Improvise, Adapt, Overcome – Find 

a way.  Understand, your lot in life, the house you live in, 
the car you drive, the spouse you marry and the success or 
failure of your children is in your hands, no one else.  Do 
not blame others, do not make excuses and for goodness 
sakes, never give up.  I am confident each of you possesses 
the toughness necessary to not simply survive, but thrive, 
because toughness has been demanded of you in the class-
rooms, the fields, the court, the track, the trail, on the pitch, 
the diamond, wherever it is you have chosen to compete 
and represent these great schools.
Your third challenge is to be kind.  This may sound simple, 
but I am going to make this challenge harder.  I challenge 
you to be kind to those who are not necessarily kind to you.  
When you are faced with insolence, rudeness, arrogance 
and disrespect, and outright jerkiness, I challenge you to 
respond with a smile and a kind word.  I once heard it said, 
“What reward, what joy, is there in only loving those who 
love you?” I cannot say it any better than that.  I have no 
doubt you will move on with kindness in your heart, because 
kindness has been taught and expected of you every single 
day in the halls and classrooms of these great schools.
Your fourth challenge is to be a person of service.  To 
go forth and wherever you should choose to settle down, 
call home and raise a family, make it a better place by giv-
ing of your time, your energy and your God given talents.  
Coach a team, read to a class or volunteer at a soup kitchen 
or a homeless shelter.  Find a way to get involved.  And 
when the time comes to write a check, do so, willingly, but 
understand that while that money may be necessary and 
those receiving it may be very grateful, writing that check 
should never take the place of the giving of your time, 
your energy and talent.  I have no doubt that each of you 
will move on and become tremendous soldiers of service, 
because service has become an expectation of you through 
your yearly RAMS Day, the service projects and countless 
service hours required of you here in these great schools.
Your final challenge is to be grateful, to understand the 
value of saying thank you. When the celebration of this day 
has died down, when the relatives have gone home and the 
house has been cleaned, to find whoever is responsible for 
your being afforded the best education our community has to 
offer, whether it is your mom and dad, grandma or grandpa, 
aunt or uncle, Mrs. Hanson, whoever it is and look them in 
the eye, wrap your arms around them, tell them you love 
them and say thank you.  Thank them for the incredible 
sacrifice they have made so you could live, love, laugh, 
learn and pray, here in these great schools.

Frank “Coach O” Ostanik
Athletic Director 
Catholic Schools of Fairbanks

 



Your first 
class stamp 
donations 
are greatly 

appreciated.

Dear Bishop Zielinski,       Date___________F01 S2016 04
I want to help you and the  missionaries ministering in Northern Alaska to bring the Mass, the 
Sacraments, religious education, and training to the widely-scattered Indian and Eskimo people of 
Christ.  Please accept this donation to your General Fund and use it where most needed.    
AMOUNT OF GIFT: $15______   $25_______  $50_____  $100_____  $250_____     Other$_______________
A JOURNEY THROUGH 50 YEARS $10 each (See below)Qty___ Amount Enclosed $______
CHRISTMAS CARDS pk of 12 for $10  (See below)         Qty___Amount Enclosed $______ 
ORNAMENT $25 each (See below)            Qty___Amount Enclosed $______
Name__________________________Street No.____________________________________
P.O.Box___________________________City_________________State_______Zip________
If donating by check, please make payable to:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA    or CBNA 
If donating by credit card: NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD: _________________________________
TYPE OF CARD (Visa, Master Card or Discover Cards only): VISA___     MASTER CARD___     DISCOVER___          
One Time Only:(  )      Monthly:(  )      Quarterly:(  )      Twice A Year: (  )    Annually:(  )
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential): ______________________________________________________
EXP  DATE:_________PHONE:____________________EMAIL:___________________________________
SIGNATURE: _______________________________________________________

CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA/CBNA/1312 PEGER ROAD*FAIRBANKS, AK*99709
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Thank you for your gifts that help maintain our Mission Programs!

We’ve updated 
our webpage! 

Visit:  

http://
dioceseoffairbanks.org

Prefer a digital copy? 
Subscribe to 

The Alaskan Shepherd 
electronically by visiting:
*http://www.parishesonline.

com/find/diocese-of-
fairbanks 

*Choose “Subscribe” under 
RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Find us under 
“Catholic Diocese of Fairbanks” 

and Like us!

  
 A)  A JOURNEY THROUGH 50 YEARS OF FAITH, HOPE, AND LOVE, 
in softcover, spans 178 pages with full color illustrations. Now Available for $10.00.

B)   CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS CARDS-
          Pack of 12 cards for $10.00

      C) COMMEMORATIVE ORNAMENT
                                 --$25.00

Great Gifts for Family and Friends!

SPECIAL

PRICE!

A B C



YOUR GIFTS TRULY HELP KEEP 
THE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS OF FAIRBANKS OPERATIONAL
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CLIPPING BOX TOPS 
IS A GREAT WAY TO HELP THE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS OF FAIRBANKS!

LAST YEAR: Box Tops for Education paid our school $9,645.00.

Please save and clip Box Tops! 

We are accepting all Box Tops with expiration dates of October 2016 (and later!)            

          Date___________F12_S2016 04
Dear Bishop Zielinski,
Enclosed is a special donation to the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks Annual Fund, a fund intended 
exclusively to help alleviate operational costs at the school.     
AMOUNT OF GIFT: $____________Name_____________________________________________
StreetNo._______________________________P.O.Box______________________________
City_________________State_______Zip________
If donating by check please make payable to:  CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA    or CBNA 
If donating by credit card: NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD: _________________________________
TYPE OF CARD (Visa, Master Card or Discover Cards only): VISA___     MASTER CARD___     DISCOVER___          
CREDIT CARD NUMBER: (Strictly confidential): _________________________________
EXP  DATE:_________PHONE:___________________EMAIL:_____________________________
SIGNATURE: ___________________________________________________________________________________
__CATHOLIC BISHOP OF NORTHERN ALASKA/CBNA 1312 PEGER ROAD*FAIRBANKS, AK*99709

Would You Consider a Tuition 
Gift to Help a Family in 
Financial Need Send Their 

Child to CSF?
*Full Tuition Scholarship for 
one Immaculate Conception 

Elementary Student:  
$7,575

*Full Tuition Scholarship for 
one Monroe Jr/Senior High 

Student:  $9,590

A Gift to Help with Operational 
Expenses?

*CSF’s Natural Gas Bill/
January 2016: $10,260.00

*CSF’s Electric Bill/January 
2016:  $10,460.00
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In the first Monroe yearbook (1959) titled Aurigena,  Bishop Francis 
D.Gleeson,SJ, wrote to the students:  Here in the Heart of the Golden 
North you have at your disposal a school whose highest aim it is to 
alchemize your hearts.  Monroe High School, backed by age-old 
experience in the field of education, strives by methods old and new, 
to harmoniously develop to its full height, every potential that God 
has given you.  The concentration of effort, however, is on your 
heart.  If your heart is good, all else will fall naturally into place.  
 Seventy years ago, in September 1946, under the 
supervision of Father Edmund A. Anable, SJ, and the Sisters of 
Providence, fifty-five 1st-4th grade students began classes in the 
basement of Fairbanks’ historic Immaculate Conception Church. In 
1951, six construction camp buildings and the old army officers club 
were moved to a site on Noyes Slough. These buildings, arranged 
under a single roof, became the home of Immaculate Conception 
School and of 115 elementary students. In 1955, the first 9th grade 
class met at Immaculate Conception Church. In 1956, a $400,000 
high school, named after Father Francis Monroe, SJ, founder of 
the first Catholic Parish in Fairbanks, was completed and opened. 
On May 29, 1959, Monroe Catholic High School graduated its first 
senior class, a class of six.
 In 1966, a gymnasium with a beautiful wood floor was 
added and named Boileau Hall in honor of George Boileau, S.J. who 
had served the Catholic Schools as Superintendent, was ordained 
co-adjustor Bishop in 1965 and died shortly after.   This is the very 
gym where Coach “O” inspires students today.
 In 1978, enough funding had been secured for construction 
of a new two-story elementary school. In 1980, the first parent-
funded kindergarten was held. Today, there are 400 students reaping 
the benefits of a Catholic education in Fairbanks. Immaculate 
Conception Grade School and Monroe Catholic Junior-Senior High 
School are situated in Fairbanks, just 100 miles south of the Arctic 
Circle. 
 These schools educate students from a wide variety of 
backgrounds. Some live within walking distance and others travel 
25 miles by bus or car to attend a Catholic school. The Catholic 
Schools of Fairbanks provide an educational environment that is 
rooted in faith, rich in academic excellence, strengthened by service 
and nurtured by community. Until the 1980s, ICS and Monroe 
employed a large number of Religious, both men and women, and 
members of the Jesuit Volunteer Corps. In the last 20 years, the 
JVC has turned its resources to other areas and there has been a 
significant decline in the number of Religious. The Religious and 
the volunteers donated a tremendous amount of time and energy at 
a very low cost. The ongoing increases in educational costs--and 
they are considerable-- have gone largely to providing just salaries 
for teachers and staff.
 While Monroe had maintained accreditation since 1988, 
in 2010, the Northwest Accreditation Commission accredited the 
Catholic Schools of Fairbanks as a K-12 school making it the only 
brick and mortar K-12 accredited school in the state.  Through the 
process of accreditation, the school community revitalized the Jesuit 

roots and desired to reconnect with the Society of Jesus.  Thus began 
a conversation with the Jesuits.  In 2013, the school was endorsed by 
the Oregon Province of the Society of Jesus.  Fr. Pat Lee, SJ, then 
Provincial of the Oregon Province said, “Collaboration has been at 
the heart of this mission, collaboration between Jesuits, the Sisters 
of Providence, the Bishop and priests of the Diocese of Fairbanks, 
lay women and men, students and their families.  That collaboration 
continues to this day…We recognize that the Ignatian spirit on this 
the Catholic Schools of Fairbanks was founded is alive and well, 
continuing to animate the mission of the schools, rooted in the 
spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola.  With the Endorsement 
Relationship we celebrate here today, there will be new opportunities 
for collaboration and growth with the schools of the Oregon and 
California Provinces, schools throughout the country, and indeed 
through the entire world.”
 Through this endorsement, these schools became a part 
of something much bigger. Teachers at the Catholic Schools of 
Fairbanks were now exposed to ideas and best practices from 
the best Jesuit schools all across North America, giving them a 
new lens through which to view education.  From technology 
to textbooks, pedagogy to practice, Ignatian teaching practices 
and fresh ideas began to permeate the classrooms.  Through the 
generosity of donors, laptops and computer labs gave way to iPads 
as the schools became fully 1:1 in 2016.  Fifteen-year-old textbooks 
too expensive to be replaced were suddenly transformed into fully 
digital, interactive, and constantly updated digital textbooks on 
the leading edge of practice.  Our administrators, teachers, and IT 
director receive professional development through the Jesuit Schools 
Network and ASTE – Alaska Society of Technology in Education – 
to make certain that practices are fully informed, placing the Catholic 
Schools at the forefront of classroom practice in the state.  The Jesuit 
connection helps ensure that technology use in these classrooms is 
consistent with the mission of the schools.  These advancements 
would not have been possible without the generosity of donors, and 
will need continued generosity to maintain.
 In the continual effort to provide schools where students 
are formed into young men and women of competence, conscience 
and compassion, we partner with the University of Fairbanks 
and students take college level courses on campus. Through the 
University of Portland PACE program we are able to bring young 
teachers who are committed to teaching in a Catholic School to both 
ICS and Monroe.  And, our full-time religion coordinator assists 
religion teachers in providing religion curriculum that emphasizes 
Catholic tenets, Jesus’ commandments to love God and one another 
and to serve others as Jesus modeled in the Gospels.
 Last year Fr. Greg Vance, SJ arrived. Father Vance teaches 
Freshmen and Junior English, and serves on the Board of Directors 
of the Catholic Schools. He works with Adult Formation of Faculty, 
Staff, Parents and Alums to help strengthen the Jesuit mission of 
the school.  Together, as the community of the Catholic Schools of 
Fairbanks, we strive to alchemize the hearts of our students for the 
Greater Glory of God.

Jesuit Roots:  “Alchemizing our Hearts” 
For the Greater Glory of God
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2016 SEMINARIAN 
E N D O W M E N T 

CHALLENGE

  
  Vocations:
  Contact: Fr. Robert Fath
  DiocesanVocations Director
  fairbanksvocations@cbna.info 

 
    Seminarian Endowment:
    Contact: Teresa Chepoda-Usibelli
    Office of Stewardship and Development 

     907-374-9528 teresa@cbna.org   

Thank you for helping 
us grow the Seminarian 

Endowment Fund! 
We made our first year 

goal and earned our 
$50,000.00 match! 

Contact us below for more information 
regarding Vocations or the ongoing 
Seminarian Endowment Challenge:

We 

Did

It!

$100,000

$135,000!!


