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Dear Brothers and Sister in Christ:

Happy Advent from northern Alaska!  As we near 
Christmas and the beginning of a new liturgical year, 
I can’t help but reflect on all that has happened in our 
nation and world in the past year. We have experienced 
an ongoing pandemic, civil unrest, and political 
upheaval at home and abroad. While most of us have at 
least been able to gain strength through the Eucharist, 
many of our brothers and sisters have had to endure 
without Him, as their parishes—including many of 
ours in rural Alaska—have been greatly impacted, 
unable to offer the Mass due to COVID-19 or simply 
a lack of available clergy.

Yet God is always one step ahead, giving us what we 
need to not only survive but grow spiritually during 
difficult times. This is surely why the Holy Spirit 
prompted Pope Francis to issue “Patris Corde” (With 
a Father’s Heart) last December. The apostolic letter 
reflected on the tender, fatherly heart of St. Joseph and 
called for a deepening of personal and parish devotion 
to this great saint. The letter also marked the 150th 
anniversary of Saint Joseph being named as Patron 
of the Universal Church by declaring a “Year of St. 
Joseph” from December 8, 2020 through December 
8, 2021. 

St. Joseph is one of the Church’s most enigmatic 
yet inspiring saints. In the whole of the Gospels, he 
is never recorded as speaking a single word, yet his 

A CHRISTMAS Message From Bishop Chad Zielinski
Celebrating Fatherhood in the Hearts of our Priests

We are overjoyed to announce that our very own Father STAN 
JASZEK has been named the 2021-2022 Lumen Christi Award 
Recipient!  Photo Credit: Catholic Extension, Sept 27, 2021

This award is Catholic Extension’s highest 
honor, and is given to people who radiate 
and reveal the light of Christ present in 

the communities where they serve.
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actions loudly proclaim a stalwart faith in God that is 
only surpassed by that of his beloved wife, the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. At a time when the world is experiencing 
profound spiritual crises—with the traditional family 
and fatherhood especially under unprecedented 
attack—Pope Francis could not have given us a more 
timely intercessor for our times than St. Joseph. More 
than ever, we need this saint’s exemplary model of 
what it means to be a husband and father—indeed, to 
be a man. 

In the Diocese of Fairbanks, we are most blessed to 
have a spiritual father among us that exemplifies the 
quiet, loving heart of St. Joseph—Father Stanislaw 
Jaszek. Father Stan is a Polish missionary priest 
who has spent nearly 20 years serving mostly Yup’ik 
Eskimo Catholics in village parishes across western 
Alaska. Recently, this humble priest was recognized 
by Catholic Extension for his lifelong commitment to 
serving God’s children as a missionary priest in Peru, 
Africa, and Alaska by being named the 2021-2022 
Lumen Christi Award recipient. Since its inception 
in 1978, the Lumen Christi Award has been given 
to priests, women religious, and lay leaders from 
across the nation who radiate the light of Christ in the 
communities where they serve, giving hope to those 
who struggle. 

By God’s grace, we are most blessed to have Father 
Stan among us, along with many priests and religious 
who live out the same hidden, loving sacrifices for 
Christ that St. Joseph did in service to Our Lord. Please 
continue to pray for him and for all our missionaries 
who bring the light of Christ to the far north. 

In Christ,

† Most Reverend Chad W. Zielinski 
Catholic Bishop of Northern Alaska 
Diocese of Fairbanks

Father Stan cites the experience of growing up in 
Communist Poland as having a profound influence 
on his faith and call to serve as a priest. After 
witnessing how Catholicism united his people 
against that totalitarian system and gave them 
hope of defeating it peacefully, he experienced 
a call to the priesthood as a young man. “Seeing 
Polish Catholics overcome Communism—mostly 
through prayer—taught me that God works gently, 
and change takes time, but grace always brings 
forth positive results,” says Father Stan.  

While Stan felt God’s call to ordained life 
clearly, he also experienced “a call within a 
call”—a strong pull toward missionary work. 
With little knowledge about seminaries or orders 
that specialize in mission work, he entered the 
diocesan seminary in Lublin, Poland as a young 
man. There he found like-minded seminarians who 
also were interested in missionary work. Stan was 
ordained in 1988 and traveled to Peru less than a 
year later. The experience would cement his desire 
to share the Gospel with people on the margins. 
“The months I spent in the Andes convinced me 
I was definitely called to be a missionary priest.”  
Five years after ordination, Father Stan transferred 
to South Africa, arriving just as apartheid ended. 
He worked in a poor area that exclusively offered 

Lumen Christi Award Recipient: 
Father Stan Jaszek

“A true missionary priest, he has joined the lifestyle of 
the Yup’ik Eskimo people he serves, in order to better 
understand their reality and more effectively communicate 
the Gospel.” (Catholic Extension, September 27, 2021)
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residential housing to native Africans. The people 
lived simply, surviving through small gardens and 
livestock. Father Stan served one main mission and 
14 outposts, traveling constantly between villages 
to celebrate the Mass and sacraments and provide 
pastoral care to the people. 

At one point, Father Stan’s cousin from Canada 
visited him in Africa and asked if he intended to 
stay there forever. “I said no, then joked I might go 
somewhere totally different, like Alaska!” recalls 
Father Stan. After returning home, his cousin 
mailed Father Stan a book about Alaska, which 
intrigued the priest. “By then, I was exhausted and 
looking for something different. I loved the people, 
but I knew I needed a change or I was going to 
burn out.” He wrote to the bishop of Fairbanks 
and within a year, was serving in northern Alaska. 

Since arriving in the Diocese of Fairbanks in 
2002, Father Stan has served mostly Alaska Native 
Catholics in rural villages across western Alaska. 
Today, he is based in the village of Alakanuk, 
but rotates serving four parishes in the Yukon-
Kuskokwim Delta region. These parishes are so 
remote there are no roads between them, and the 
priest must take a boat, snowmachine, plane, or 
all-terrain vehicle to reach them. During a typical 
year (i.e., pre-COVID), Father Stan makes 60-80 

“The challenge of proclaiming the Gospel is not only to read the Gospel 
and to repeat it as written in the New Testament, but also to give some 
kind of an indication: How can it be lived? How can it be kept? And 
that cannot all be done properly without truly experiencing the life that 
people live there.” -Father Stan Jaszek  (Catholic Extension, September 
27, 2021) 

St. Joseph in Kotlik 

Sacred Heart in Emmonak

St. Ignatius in Alakanuk 

trips per year between villages to serve the diocese’s 
Yup’ik Eskimo Catholics, spending about two weeks 
at a time in each community. 

In addition to more traditional ministry activities such 
as celebrating the Mass and offering the sacraments 
of Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick, Father 
Stan also performs funeral rites, house blessings, 
and helps form rural deacon candidates. A significant 
part of Father Stan’s ministry—and arguably, why 
he is so effective as a missionary priest—is that he 
shares completely in the subsistence lifestyle of 
the people he serves. The Yup’ik Eskimo people 
traditionally are hunters and gatherers who depend 
on the earth’s natural cycles to provide for their 
needs: spring is caribou season, summer brings the 
salmon, and fall and winter provide berries, moose, 
and bear. Father Stan regularly goes hunting and 
fishing with villagers, whether they are practicing 
their faith or not. 

Father Stan 
has served the 
people of Northern 
Alaska for 19 years 
in the Diocese of 
Fairbanks; he has 
spent 14 of those 
years living among 
the Yup’ik people.

Father Stan  
is currently in his 
third year serving 
parishes located 
along the mouth of 
the Yukon River: 
Sacred Heart 
in Emmonak, 
St. Ignatius in 
Alakanuk, St. 
Joseph in Kotlik, 
and St. Peter in 

Nunam Iqua*.

*Note: Father Stan also serves the 
mission parish of St. Peter's in Nunam 
Iqua, a small, remote village of about 
180 people. St. Peter's has a handful 
of dedicated faithful who hold services 
when Father Stan can travel to their 
remote village.  
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Continued on page 7

“Father Stan has always understood the power 
of working alongside people, of sharing in 
their lifestyle and hardships,” says Sr. Kathy 
Radich,OSF, who coordinates ministry for the 
Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta region. Upon first 
arriving in Alaska, Father Stan was assigned to 
serve three coastal villages in western Alaska. 
Instead of spending his first year establishing new 
parish programs, he instead quietly immersed 
himself in Yup’ik Eskimo culture—he asked 
villagers to take him hunting, fishing, and berry 
picking and learned to mend fishing nets and 
process salmon, in addition to many other skills 
required to survive in 60 below zero. Says Sr. 
Kathy, “He entered into the lifestyle and cultural 
rhythm of the Native people and that endeared him 
to them quickly. His interest in their way of life 
sent a clear message: ‘I see you and understand 
you have something beautiful and valuable to 
teach me.’” 

That a white, foreign priest would share so 
intimately in Alaska Natives’ way of life has 
deeply impacted the growth of the Church in 
northern Alaska, says Sr. Marian Leaf,OSF, who 
worked closely with Father Stan for nearly 10 
years in rural Alaska. “A lot of priests come to 
the villages and stay pretty close to the church,” 
explains Sr. Marian. “Father Stan is different. 

He’s constantly out, walking around the village, 
doing the things you have to do to survive out here, 
whether that’s fishing or hunting or just making 
sure someone has the right gear for 40 below. He 
truly shares in the Native lifestyle and doesn’t hold 
himself apart, so of course, that’s really broken 
down so many barriers to faith for people.” 

Early Catholic missionaries to Alaska, though they 
are to be commended for their sacrifices on behalf 
of sharing the Gospel, were nonetheless a mixed 
bag. Many truly loved and respected Alaska Natives 
and recognized that “in every nation the one who...
does what is right is acceptable to Him” (Acts 
10:35). Others, however, while well-intentioned, 
brought the faith to indigenous people but also 
brought racist, imperialistic attitudes along with 
it. They mistakenly believed native people had to 
be “westernized” to be able to properly receive 
the Gospel, which led to profound ethnic and 
psychological abuses against Alaska Natives, who 
were taught that their native language, traditions, 
and even worldview had to be sacrificed and 
denounced to get to heaven. Naturally, this led 
many early indigenous converts to internalize the 
idea that they could be Yup’ik/Athabaskan/Inupiat 
or Catholic—but not both. Later missionaries to 
Alaska inherited the damage done by this false 
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Dear Bishop Zielinski,               S2021 07 

I want to help you and the missionaries ministering 
in Northern Alaska to bring the Mass, the 
Sacraments, religious education, and training to 
the people of Christ.  Please accept this donation to 
your General FundGeneral Fund and use it where most needed.    

AMOUNT OF GIFT:  _________________________
 $25_______  $50_______  $100_______  $250______    
$500_______  $1,000_______ Other $__________
Name_______________________________________
Street No.____________________________________
P.O.Box_____________City_____________________
State_________Zip_________
To receive announcements from Bishop Zielinski about 
ongoing campaigns or special needs for the diocese, 
please leave us your email:
EMAIL_____________________________________
PHONE_____________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Please remember these special  intentions during 
the Novena in honor of Our Lady of the Arctic Snows:

Donations by CHECK can be made payable to: Catholic Bishop 
of Northern Alaska or 

CBNA 1316 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska, 99709 
CREDIT CARD donations can be made online at http://bit.ly/

CBNA_AK OR      CALL us at 907-374-9532.
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Novena for Families in Honor of  
Our Lady of the Arctic Snows

You are invited to join us on 
the feast of the Holy Family, 

December 26—to January 3, 
to pray for all families and for your intentions.

Heavenly Father, through the intercession of Our Lady of 
the Arctic Snows, please bless my family with a shower 
of graces from your merciful heart. Give us strength to 
overcome our struggles and guide us to unite ourselves to 
one another in devotion to the Gospel. May the example of 
the Holy Family, with the aid of your Holy Spirit, protect us 
against all difficulties we may encounter and urge us to live 
truthful, compassionate and faith-filled lives. May the love 
that binds us only grow stronger as we walk closer with 
you. Please help us to actively encourage vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life within our homes. Grant me 
and my family forgiveness for any sins we have committed 
and help us to forgive each other. Lord please grant a 
return to the church and sacraments for any of my family 
who have drifted away. During this special family novena to 
Mary under her title Our Lady of the Arctic Snows, I humbly 
ask for this special intention: __________ Amen.

Our Father; Hail Mary; Glory Be to the Father.
Our Lady of the Arctic Snows, Pray For Us.



Chefornak—even in the absence of 
a building and amid a health crisis—
continues to be an active and entirely 
Catholic community. The new church 
building is designed to seat 134 in the 
main worship area with space for an 
additional 24 in the lobby/social area. 
Design improvements include increased 
lighting, a beautiful worship space, 
room for social functions and religious 
education classes, storage and office, 
enhanced heating options to conserve 
fuel, as well as a ramp and stairs to 
provide access to all. There will also be 
room left for growth and added facilities 
in the future.
The Diocese of Fairbanks welcomes any 

donations toward the rebuilding of 
St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church. 

To donate, please designate “St. Catherine 
of Siena Church” on your check, donate via 
http://bit.ly/CBNA_AK or call  the Diocesan 

Donation Office at  907-374-9532.

St. Catherine of Siena Church, Chefornak
Total Projected Cost: $3.9 Million

Funds Raised: $2.72 Million+
Status: The 2nd barge arrived in September;

the project is on track for a fall 2022 dedication!

Thank you for your gifts to and prayers 
for the building of St. Catherine’s of 
Siena and for the people of Chefornak!
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Thank You!

Thank Y
ou!



dichotomy, which had sown apathy and even open hostility toward the Church in some communities. 
Even today, at least one parish in northern Alaska cannot even openly fundraise because anti-Catholic 
villagers will harass the parish ministers. This is the difficult mission field to which men like Father Stan 
Jaszek and other missionary priests aspire to serve. 

In addition to his quiet, invitational way of sharing the Gospel, Father Stan also has helped foster 
enculturation in rural Alaska—marrying the faith and culture for the Yup’ik Eskimo people. He regularly 
integrates the Yup’ik worldview into his pastoral ministry by introducing saints, devotions, and liturgical 
practices that resonate with them. For example, Mass incorporates Yup’ik hymns and even drumming, 
which traditionally has been one of the people’s most treasured communal activities. He organizes potlucks 
in honor of St. Hubert, the patron saint of hunters, where parishioners share Native foods such as bear, 
whale, quagciq (greens), and ugnaraat neqait (edible roots). He celebrates special liturgical feasts, such 
as that of St. Joseph the Worker and St. Kateri Tekakwitha. 

“He celebrates the Native people and their way of life,” says Sr. Kathy. “It’s a message they have 
not heard nearly often enough from the Church’s ministers over the years, that they have something 
valuable to contribute to the Body of Christ. Father Stan assures them there is a place for the Yup’ik in 
the Church.” By embracing the external expressions of Native culture—e.g., their hunting and gathering 
lifestyle—Father Stan has modeled that one can proudly be both Catholic and Yup’ik. This has softened 
many hearts among the Native people, particularly in villages that have lingering resentment toward the 
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When funerals were not permitted, he supported bereaved families by praying with them outside their 
homes and at gravesites, oftentimes in exceptionally cold temperatures. In these conditions, remains 
cannot be buried, because the ground is frozen solid. (Catholic Extension, September 27, 2021)

Continued from page 4
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Church because of past clergy sex abuse. In fact, 
the first villages Father Stan was assigned to after 
arriving in Alaska—St. Michael’s and Stebbins—
were some of the hardest hit by sexual abuse, with 
nine priests and missionaries abusing hundreds of 
Native women and children over nearly 40 years. 

Yet Father Stan’s gentle demeanor and clear 
appreciation for the Yup’ik people’s traditional 
way of life has begun the healing process for these 
communities. In many of the villages in which 
Father Stan has served, lapsed Catholics have sought 
Confession and rekindled their practice of the faith 
after decades of separation from the Church. In 
the village of Aniak, for example, Father Stan’s 
connection with the people was so impactful that 
the first couple in 18 years approached the Church 
to receive the sacrament of marriage.  

For Father Stan, however, the Native people have 
offered him just as much spiritually as he has given 
to them as a missionary priest. 

“We have so few priests in Alaska because few men 
feel called to work in these conditions...it’s cold, 
dark, and very isolating,” says Father Stan. “But I 
find satisfaction in serving here because I know I’m 
responding to a real, concrete need for a minister. 
The people here also have brought spiritual growth 
to my soul that I never expected, especially after 
coming from the jubilant Africans. The Yup’ik are 
gentle and quiet, and they have a profound sense 
that we are all immersed in God’s world and entirely 
dependent on Him. They live life at a slower, more 
deliberate pace and that’s been hard for me, but 
also very important. They have taught me to better 
understand St. Paul’s words, that God “is not far 
from each one of us, for in Him we live and move 
and have our being” (Acts 17:28). 

Alaska Native people hold a deeply sacramental 
worldview, that sees all of creation as infused with the 
divine life of their Creator. Consequently, they greatly 
reverence the use of sacramentals in practicing their 
faith. Blessings of houses and other devotional objects 
are common and priests often bless gallon-sized jugs of 
holy water for individual families, which typically only 
lasts a few weeks because it is so frequently used. 

 In March 2020, like most of the United States, 
villages across western Alaska shut down completely, 
banning not only travel into their communities but 
gatherings within the village, too. This included Mass 
and most parishes were shuttered for the most liturgically 
important period of the year—Easter.

 Knowing how important sacramentals are to 
Yup’ik Eskimo Catholics, Father Stan walked 22 miles 
roundtrip in below-freezing weather to the village of 
Alakanuk in early April 2020 to deliver blessed palms to 
parishioners. 

 “The Yup’ik have always been deeply rooted in 
nature  so they intuitively understand the connection 
between the physical and the spiritual world,” says 
Father Stan. “That’s why sacramentals are important to 
them, because they get that the physical world can be a 
conduit for grace. I took them the palms because I knew 
they would appreciate having something tangible to focus 
on while they were praying during Holy Week since the 
church was closed because of the pandemic.”

Going the Extra Mile 
We Are An Easter People

Issue Writers: Bishop Chad Zielinski & Misty Mealey 
                                               Editor: Patty Walter 907-374-9536
Photos: The Alaskan Shepherd, Diocese of Fairbanks Archives, 
Fr. Stan Jaszek, Pat Tam & Catholic Extension 

Special Masses are offered throughout the year for 
you and your intentions by our Missionary Priests. 
Please pray that God may bless us and our work.


