
ENHANCING GESU’S WORSHIP SPACE
V I S I O N  S TAT E M E N T

Gesu Parish is a Jesuit-sponsored Catholic community located 
within the central city of Milwaukee on the Marquette University 
campus. Gathered from many places and walks of life we are 
called to be disciples of Jesus. Enlivened by the Spirit we welcome 
all, so that together, we might fully reflect the glory of God. 

VISION
Many components of the church now need updating. As 
a parish community, we must be good stewards of our 
cherished, historic church building. Below is a list of the 
projects being proposed for a potential capital campaign:

PRIMARY PROJECTS: UPPER CHURCH

Replacement of Pews / $305,000

The existing pews have become very difficult to repair. 
Wood laminate is peeling, kneelers are worn out, and 
pews can no longer be secured properly to the floor. The 
damaged wood sometimes catches on people’s clothing 
and loose pews are becoming unsafe.

Replacement of Flooring / $650,000

The current vinyl tile was installed almost 40 years ago 
and has not worn well. Individual tiles frequently peel up 
from the floor, creating a tripping hazard. For many years, 
these tiles have been tacked down with small nails, which 
can damage floor-cleaning equipment.

Repainting of Ceiling and Walls / $1,445,500  

The church was last painted almost 30 years ago, and is 
showing signs of wear. Areas are peeling and cracking, 
in part due to past moisture problems which were 
eliminated during exterior repairs completed within the 
last ten years.

BACKGROUND
The Church of the Gesu is continually in a state of 
renewal and transformation. With each baptism, 
marriage, funeral and confirmation, the composition 
of the Body of Christ changes. Through the Sacraments 
of Holy Communion and Reconciliation, each of us is 
renewed in our faith journey.

With this in mind, the building in which we worship also 
needs to be renewed and updated to meet the needs 
of our parishioners. Since the church’s construction 
in 1893, there have been numerous updates and 
improvements; for example, the installation of stained 
glass windows and electric lights, the pipe organ 
renovation, and the addition of an elevator and air 
conditioning, along with renovation of the stained glass 
windows and repairs to the roof, steeples and exterior 
walls. With these improvements and renovations, the 
parish has always worked to make the Church of the 
Gesu an inviting space for people to gather for worship 
– our spiritual home. The last interior renovation was 
completed in the late 1960’s, which adapted Gesu’s 
Upper Church to the Second Vatican Council’s reforms.



SECONDARY PROJECTS: UPPER CHURCH
The three primary projects, previously mentioned, 
will require removal of pews and flooring, and use 
of scaffolding. A parish project planning committee 
determined that this would also be an ideal time to 
consider additional projects in the Upper Church. Our 
parish would realize significant cost savings by including 
additional projects simultaneously with the three primary 
projects. Below are the proposed secondary projects:

Sound System Upgrade / $250,000

The aging sound system is beginning to show signs of 
failure. Unfortunately, many of the needed replacement 
parts are no longer available. By updating Gesu’s sound 
system at this time, the sound quality in the church can 
be dramatically improved and the parish can avoid an 
unexpected outage that may take longer to replace. 
Having scaffolding in place to paint the ceiling would 
allow sound system upgrades to be completed without 
additional scaffolding costs.

Lighting Upgrade / $300,000

Similar to the sound system, much of our church lighting 
uses outdated technology that is prone to failure and 
costly operation. By upgrading the lighting now, to more 
energy-efficient fixtures that provide better illumination, 
Gesu would again save on scaffolding costs. This project 

will also benefit the worship experience with improved 
lighting.

Baptismal Font Installation / $150,000

Gesu’s current baptismal font is somewhat hidden in 
the church’s east transept area. Installing a baptismal 
font in the church’s main area will allow more people 
to welcome our parish’s newly baptized. It is helpful to 
do the installation in conjunction with other projects to 
properly configure new pews.

Hearing Loop (T-coil) Installation / $50,000

A hearing loop allows those with hearing aids to connect 
to the church sound system for an improved worship 
experience. This system must be installed under the 
flooring; the installation of new flooring would provide 
the opportune time to add such a system.

Total Estimated Cost for Projects:  $3,150,500

Additional Estimated Costs for  
Consulting, Architectural &  
Contingency:  $700,000

Estimated Total: $3,850,500    
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