
HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH AT OLV
OLV students celebrated Hispanic Heritage 
Month with many activities!

Early Childhood students learned about Pablo 
Picasso by making self-portraits in his style in 
addition to learning about a different country 
each day from their classmates who represented 
Nicaragua, Cuba, Guatemala and Spain.

Elementary school students learned about the 
artists Frida Kahlo and Pablo Picasso and also 
created Panamanian Molas using construction 
paper.  Students also worked in Art and STEM 
classes to create decorated coffee carts like the 
traditional carts from Costa Rica.  Our middle 
school students researched Hispanic leaders as 
well as the Spanish origins of our country's 
geography.  The month was concluded with a 
Middle School soccer tournament!

MIGRANT AND REFUGEE SUPPORT
Last September when the USCCB designated a 
full week as Migrant and Refugee Week, 8th

grade students raised money which was donated 
to Catholic Charities Refugee Services.  OLV as a 
community raised awareness of the need to 
assist refugees arriving in the DMV area.  

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES (CRS) 
IN HAITI
OLV students raised almost one thousand dollars 
in support of Catholic Relief Services' relief work 
in Haiti following the earthquake last August.  
Students dressed in blue and red on the day of 
the fundraiser as a sign of solidarity with the 
people of Haiti.  All donations benefited Catholic 
Relief Services which had a presence on the 
ground in Haiti helping those in need.

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES (CRS) 
IN UKRAINE
OLV students raised almost over one thousand 
dollars in support of families in need due to the 
crisis in Ukraine.  In addition, our OLV parish has 
made a special appeal for the Church in Ukraine 
and the surrounding countries where the crisis is 
unfolding.  We are grateful for such a responsive 
and generous OLV community.

Our Lady of Victory School is a diverse, close-knit, high-achieving Catholic school with over 30 
countries and 17 languages represented in its faith-filled community.  With excellent educators, a 
dedicated principal, and small, nurturing classes, it’s no surprise that its graduates are all 
outstanding!
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Learning from Miss Norma

When his family fled from Iran during the Islamic Revolution in 1979, Our Lady of Victory 
School alum Arya Mohsen Amirshahi (’82) found the adjustment to his new country was 
more a social than an academic one.

He was 10 years old, having lived for seven years in Tehran, the capital city, after being 
born in the United States.  During his final year in Iran, as the Shah of Iran’s regime 
suddenly collapsed, Arya was working hard to complete the homework assignments at the 
Christian school he attended, trying to meet his teachers’ high expectations.  He could 
already speak two languages: English and Farsi.

With their assets frozen by Iran’s religiously-inspired new regime, Arya’s family squeezed 
into a one-bedroom NW DC apartment.  Somehow, his father secured a scholarship for 
Arman and Arya to attend OLV in the middle of the school year.  Initially, the transition 
was tough for Arya in The Palisades, which he characterized as more of a “white working 
class” neighborhood than it is today.  “Go back home,” Arya was told by group of eighth 
grade boys one day at school.  “I can’t go back,” Arya remembers answering back. 

Caught arguing with one boy by Miss Norma Schlorb, the much beloved and longtime 
middle school English teacher at OLV, Arya was given a message he didn’t expect: Miss 
Norma decided not to punish the boys but instead practiced a “forgive and forget” policy, 
teaching the boys to accept one another despite their differences.

After OLV, Arya graduated high school from St. Andrew’s Episcopal School in Potomac and 
later matriculated from Bowdoin College in Maine.  He then graduated from law school, 
passed the bar exam, and set up his own criminal defense practice. 

Now a criminal defense attorney with an office in Chevy Chase, Arya paused to have lunch 
to explain to a visitor why he supports the Miss Norma Scholarship Fund at OLV. Miss 
Norma passed away in Edgewater, Maryland, in 2013, and she is remembered by Arya for 
much more than her writing lessons on when to use a comma or a semicolon.  She 
advised her students to enjoy their youth because once they became adults, she told 
them, life would be different.

When Ayra reflects on his life so far, he credits Miss Norma and his two and a half years at 
OLV for teaching him that the world is not perfect, but that standing up for yourself and 
what you believe in is worthwhile in the end.   

Many years ago, Our Lady of Victory School created The Miss Norma Scholarship Fund, 
named for Miss Norma, our first lay teacher who served OLV for 50 years.  This fund 
supports at-risk students and families who need our financial support to ensure their 
children gain a strong Catholic education.

Please visit our website at https://www.olvschooldc.net/targeted-giving/ for additional 
information.

To make a donation to The Miss Norma Scholarship Fund please visit 
https://www.olvschooldc.net/make-gift-online/.
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