
Fifth Sunday of Lent ~ March 17, 2024 
St. Francis de Sales 

2929 McCracken St. Norton Shores, MI 
Office: 231-755-1953 Fax: 231-759-7074 

stfrancisns.org 
Like us on Facebook:  StFrancisNortonShores 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday 5pm / Sunday 11am 

St. Michael the Archangel 
1716 Sixth St.  Muskegon, MI 

Office: 231-722-3071 Fax: 231-722-3243 
saintmichaelsmuskegon.com 

 
Weekend Mass  

Sunday 9am 

Fr. Steve Geerling ~ (231) 755-1953 x222 ~ pastor@stfrancisns.org 
Emergency # only ~ (231)747-9949  

 

Deacon Jim Cross ~ deacon@stfrancisns.org 
(231) 755-1953 x225 

https://saintmichaelsmuskegon.com
stfrancisns.org


Liturgical Roles 

Please refer to your schedules  

for upcoming holy days 
 

Saturday, March 23 

5pm  Mass at St. Francis 
Altar Server 

Jack Meissner 

 

Eucharistic Ministers #2 Vennie Avorque 

Grace Benedict, Chris Marquart, 

Scott & Susan McAvoy, Danielle McCann, 

Pat McKeown, Roger Morgenstern, 

Roger Routt, Josh Roznowski 

 

Greeters  

Wayne & Irene LaPointe / volunteers needed 

 

Lectors 

Sue McAvoy / Howie Bard 

 

Ushers Team #1 

Dan Alvesteffer / Dan Haggerty 

Josh Roznowski 

 

 
 

Sunday, March 24 

9am Mass at St. Michael 
Altar Servers 

AriElla Secord 

 

Eucharistic Ministers 

Laura McKenna & Quinn McKenna (Chalice) 

Pat Cashbaugh & Tom Schmiedeknecht 

(Ciborium) 

 

Lector 

Peggy Faris 

 
 

Sunday, March 24 

11am Mass at St. Francis 
Altar Servers 

Carly Fishel / Kaelan Schneller 

 

Eucharistic Ministers #3 Richard R. & Bette M. 

Dave & Peg Alexander, Barb Novak-Banta, 

Phil Betlejewski, Paul & Jenni Hurst, 

Al Lutkus, Linda McKendry, Jim White 

 

Greeters 

Austin Goulet family/Dave & Linda Olejarczyk 

 

Lectors 

Katie McCormick / Chip Oosdyke 

 

Ushers Team #2 

Paul LeRoux, Leo Raap, John Schneller 

Readings for the Week of March 18, 2023 
Monday Saint Cyril of Jerusalem 

 Dan 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62    Ps 23 John 8:1-11 

Tuesday Saint Joseph 

     2 Sam 7:4-5, 12-16     Ps 89    Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22  Luke 2:41-51 

Wednesday Dan 3:14-20, 91-95    Dan 3:52-56 John 8:31-42 

Thursday Genesis 17:3-9           Ps 105  John 8:51-59 

Friday Jeremiah 20:10-13           Ps 18  John 10:31-42 

Saturday Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo 

 Ezekiel 37:21-28          Jer 31:10-13 John 11:45-56 

Sunday Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

     Mark 11:1-10     Is 50:4-7     Ps 22     Phil 2:6-11        Mark 14:1-15:47 

Tuesday, March 19 

5pm Confessions  ........................................................... St. Michael 

6pm  Mark Dublin by family ....................................... St. Michael 

   Eva Jean Jensen by Rosary Altar Society 

   Edward Olshaske by John & Mary Allen  
 

Wednesday, March 20 

5pm Confessions  ............................................................. St. Francis 

5:30pm  Pray the Rosary .................................................. St. Francis 

6pm Dan Martin by Louise Matz .................................. St. Francis 
 

Thursday, March 21 

8:30am Fredrick Tyler by Jan Bates ................................St. Francis 

9am Confessions  ............................................................. St. Francis 

9am-6pm  Eucharistic Adoration ................................... St. Francis 

6pm  Stations of the Cross  ................................ St. Francis Chapel 
 

Friday, March 22 

8:30am  Paul Grabinski by Piotrowski family  .............. St. Michael 

9am Confessions  ........................................................... St. Michael 

6pm Stations of the Cross .............................................. St. Michael 
 

Saturday, March 23 

4pm  Confessions  ............................................................. St. Francis 

4:30pm Pray the Rosary  .................................................. St. Francis 

5pm   Beverly M. Anderson by Nan Wendling .......... St. Francis 

           Angie Kay by Jim & Joni Christensen 

           Louise Neiser by Richard Neiser 

           Larry Corcoran & Kathleen Varboncouer by family 

Sunday, March 24 

9am   Virginia Sibley  ................................................... St. Michael 

   Robert Stefanich by Sandy Luchies  

   Marjorie Bell who is celebrating her 99th birthday 

12:30pm  Gorzkie Zale ................................................... St. Michael 

11am John McKendry by Phil Kelly ............................. St. Francis 

   Ray Hammond and Collins & Celeste Lundeen by           

             Cone & Hammond families 
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Saint Michael the Archangel 
Sunday, March 24 
8:30am Praying for patience during this Lent season for each 
of us 

SPECIAL BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS Margorie Bell! 
Congratulations and  Happiest of  Birthday Blessings to 

Margorie Bell as she celebrates her 99th Birthday!   
May God bless you, dear Margorie, with good health, 

happiness and abundant graces!  
 

 

St. Michael Parish invites everyone for an 
Easter Blessing tradition on Saturday, 
March 30th that begins at 10:30am  All 
are welcome to bring in your Easter 
baskets and place them on the 
communion railing for a short prayer 
blessing by Deacon Jim. 

 
 

St. Michael’s Prayer Line 
Audrey Adamczak   (231)759-8164 

Marlene Evans   (231)670-6149 
 
 

St. Michael’s Offertory 
March 10, 2024 

Sunday offertory: $2,681 
Online giving:      $  775 

RCIA Sessions 
 

17th: Holy Week explained 

24th: Recap and Q&A 

"...and then many will be offended; they will 
betray and hate one another." 

-Matthew 24:10. 
 
 

 
Have you ever heard of the "spirit of offense"? 
In seminary, a superior had shared a story of how he once 
was offended by a disgruntled friend, but he learned           
to quickly let it go. He didn't just "say" he was over the 
painful encounter. He had to believe his own words to be 
true. Looking back, the superior recognized that humility 
and forgiveness freed him from ending the friendship. 
The spirit of offense damages relationships. Families      
become bitter. Restorative conversations are left unsaid.    
If we want to break the spirit of offense, we have to brush 
off harsh words and give God our resentments. Perhaps it 
would also help if we didn't take ourselves so seriously. 
As we approach Palm Sunday and Holy Week, let us 
"choose" to refuse being offended. May the Lord Jesus give 
us a firm resolve to forgive and move on from overhyped 
grudges. We all have hurts, so let us give each other the 
benefit of the doubt and free each other from giving in to 
being unnecessarily offended. 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults and the Scrutinies 
Since October 15th, 2023, we have been meeting with our 10 RCIA Candidates and Catechumens.         

Each Sunday, after Mass, our RCIA group gathers to prepare to receive the sacraments of initiation to       

become Roman Catholic Christians.  This becomes a period of purification and enlightenment for them.         

Sunday, March 3rd (the third Sunday of Lent) begins the first of 3 Sundays where we journey through the 

Scrutinies. Each of the following Sundays after the reading of the Gospels, the group will be provided with a 

self-reflective question: 

March 3rd: The first Scrutiny is Jesus encountering the Samaritan woman at the well. 

Looking back on your spiritual path, think of one of the times that you heard Jesus speaking to you.          

What was he saying or asking you to do?  What was your answer? 
March 10:  The second Scrutiny is Jesus healing the man born blind. 

Thinking back over your faith journey thus far, was there someone of faith, who opened your eyes to see the 

man that Jesus is?  At that time, what was your reaction? 
March 17th: The Third Scrutiny is Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead. 

What is your understanding of the Paschal Mystery? How does your faith play a role in believing in the       

Paschal Mystery? What has the Paschal Mystery meant to you personally? 

According to the RCIA, paragraph #141, the purpose of the Scrutinies is “to uncover, then heal all that is 

weak, defective, or sinful in the hearts of the elect” and to “strengthen all that is upright, strong, and 

good.”  These 3 Sundays represent 3 rites to prepare the RCIA group to enter into our beautiful Catholic 

faith.  At the Easter vigil, they will be fully initiated and will become a participating member of our family 

here at St Francis de Sales. Although the Scrutinies are meant for the RCIA group, we can all benefit from 

asking ourselves these questions to enrich our faith in God during this lenten season 

Fr. Steve 
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Pray the Rosary Daily 

We continue to pray for our priests  

and vocations 

St. Michael the Archangel 

Friday at 8am and 

Sunday at 8:30am 

St. Francis de Sales 

Wednesday at 5:30pm and 

Saturday at 4:30pm 

Faith Formation 
Ages 3-5: Catechesis of the Good Shepherd:  

Sunday from 9:15-10:45 a.m. 
 

1st—5th Grade: Faith Formation classes  

Thursday from 6:30-8:00 p.m.  
 Classroom style learning w/amazing volunteers 

 

6th—12th grade: Youth Group 

We meet on Sundays from 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
 Middle school will meet again March 24 

 Enjoy snacks, games, fellowship & learn about the Lord 
 

Questions?  Contact Liorah, Youth Ministry 

youth@stfrancisns.org or 231-755-1953 x226 

St. Francis Calendar of Events 

Monday, March 18 

10am   Mary Monday Rosary               Marian Chapel 

6:30 pm   That Man Is You (TMIY)           Conf. Room 3 
Tuesday, March 19 

9am    Women’s Guild                    Guild Room 

10am   St. Joseph Bible Study      Conf. Room 3 
Thursday, March 21 

9:45am   TOPS                                           Conf. Room 2 

6:30pm   Religious Formation classes  

6:30pm   Soup Supper                           Shepherds Hall 
Saturday, March 23 

9am   Men’s Faith & Fellowship             Conf. Room 3 
Sunday, March 24 

9am Catechesis of the Good Shepherd       Atrium 

After Mass  Sunday Social                     Shepherds Hall 

12:15pm  RCIA class                     Conf. Room 3 

7pm  Middle School Youth Group         Youth Room 

That Man Is You (TMIY) 
Facilitator:  Pat McKeown 

Join us on Monday evening at 6:30 p.m.as we hear and 

discuss “Holy Thursday through Jewish eyes ” with  

Fr. John Bergsma. Handouts available. 
• Theme: Called to Life up your mind 

• The Last Supper: Is this the source & summit of our faith 

• A look at the Esseness Sacred Meal & what it represents 

• Putting ourselves in the place of the Apostle John 

• The Eucharist: an oath between God and us 

• We are fulfilling Jeremiah’s prophecy 
 
 

Saturday Morning Men’s Faith & Fellowship 
Facilitator:  Mark Schrier 

Come any Saturday at 9am as we view and discuss Vir-

tue and Freedom a series by Fr. Robert Spitzer, SJ.  

Come and spend a morning sharing your faith and   

fellowship along with refreshments!  No homework. 

St. Francis Stations & Soups 
Join us for the last Stations of the Cross on Thursday, 

March 21 at 6pm in Marian Chapel followed by Soup 

in Shepherds Hall hosted by our Tuesday Bible Study 

All are welcome! 

St. Francis Family Corner 
Welcome new families  

Michael & Carrie Baker 
 

Dana & Shirley Westbrook 

St. Francis Greeter Ministry  
NEEDS YOU! 

Do you or your family want to share your 

‘time and talents’ with the Church  

but your schedule is full and you don’t want a big 

commitment?  Then the Greeter Ministry is just for YOU!  

Greeter schedules are made in advanced and can 

be worked around the Mass you attend as well as your 

personal schedule!  Contact Chip & Marti Oosdyke to 

learn more (231)798-4741. 
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Please remember them in your daily prayers 
Leah Bell 

Jim Benedict 

Dick Brooks 
Michael Cashbaugh 

Charlotte Cook 

Pam Cueller 

Martin Deater 

Andrew Degner 

Dorothy Doza 

Lorraine Feiber 

Jim Geisler 

Connie Harrison 

Maxine Janowski 

Dorothy Jones 

Madeline Joseph 

Alice Kujawski 

Barb Lauretti 

Pat Linck 

Rhonda Nathan-

Leonard 

Kristine Masters 

Dale McKay 

Jerry McKenzie 

Paul Medenbach 

Barbara Nehra 

Phyllis Oza 

Theresa Panzero 

Margaret Platt 

Nora Rasch 

Barb Sidock 

Jimmy Sowa 

Barbara Wyman 

Larry Zaremba 

Christian Care 

Assisted Living 

Veronica Rush 

Winnie Yost 

 

 
Chestnut Fields 

Mary Jane Bard 

Jackie Dillard 

Don Girvin 

Marlene Kelly 

Mary Therese 

Kendra 

Patricia Numerdor 

Dona Robinson 

Louise Sanford 

Day Spring 

Kathy Hale 

Mary Hynes 

Pat Jensen 

Irene Lodzinsky 

Bernice Sebring 

Marcella 

Sharnowski 

Joe Sirianni 

Karen Szpeinski 

Hope Varela 
 

 

Roosevelt Park 

Beverly Berber 

Nancy Hux 

Margaret Jawor 

Verone Jawor 

Marirose McDaniel 

William Norkus 

Francis Somers 

Deborah Wagner 
 

 
 

Seminole Shores 

Bev Collins 

Mary Lou Curik 

Al Karaba 

Cheri Ludovicz 

Marilyn Pilon 

Irene Rogers 

Nancy Schmalzer 

Jo Youngstrom 
 

 

 

Due to HIPAA 

laws, only names 

that have been 

given to the 

parish by an 

individual or 

family member 

can be printed in 

the bulletin.  

Our apologies 

for any names 

omitted for this 

reason. 

St. Francis Weekly Offerings 

March 10, 2024 

Contribution envelopes  $13,144.00 

Online Giving    $  3,387.00 
 

Learn more about on line giving through Our Sunday Visitor 

at https://www.osvhub.com/stfrancisns/funds 

Learn more about the Seminarians in our Diocese  

by visiting grvocations.org/ 

Please keep them in your daily prayers. 

St. Francis de Sales Staff Directory 
Office hours: Mon-Fri 8:30am-4:30pm 

 

 

Parish Secretary ......................... Kim Brush 

x200 ................. secretary@stfrancisns.org 
 

Youth Ministry ..................Liorah Marianos 

x226 ........................ youth@stfrancisns.org 
 

Business Manager ............. Kimberly Plyler 

x234 .. businessmanager@stfrancisns.org 
 

Maintenance Director ...... Mark Robillard 

 .................. maintenance@stfrancisns.org 
 

Maintenance Assistants 

          Jerry Mazurek and Randy Anderson 
 

Adoration (Thursday 9am-6pm)  Al Lutkus 
 

Art & Environment            Sarah Emmerson 
 

Knights of Columbus #706  Doug Zuidema 
 

 

 

St. Michael the Archangel Staff Directory 

Office hours: Mon/Wed  8:30am-3:30pm 

Friday 8:30am-12:30pm 
Daily Eucharistic Adoration 7am-7pm 

 

Parish Secretary ............ Michele Sanocki 

 office@stmichaelmuskegon.org  

 

Maintenance ................. Randy Anderson 

 

Rosary Altar Society President..................   

 .................................................. Kitty Slasinski 

 

Art & Environment ....................   Tim Duba  

 

Knights of Columbus #13579     Joe Zagar 

Serra Speaker Series 
Please join us on Thursday, March 21st with an inspiring talk by      

Fr. Peter Omogo, Pastor of St. James Parish in Montague.        

Fr. Peter will share Exciting News from Nigeria including video 

footage from his recent trip.   This event will be held at            

St. James Church (5149 Dowling Street, Montague) starting at 

5pm with a social hour and light meal followed by Fr. Peter’s 

talk at 6pm.   All are welcome.  To reserve a meal, please call 

or text Tom Zmolek at (231) 740-0044. 

Muskegon Irish American Society presents: 
St. Patrick Day celebration Sunday, March 17 from 11:30am-3:30pm 

The day begins with a short program, followed by the Irish Flag Raising 
and an afternoon of Irish music, food, beverages and fun! 

 

11:30am              Gather at the Mark Dock inside the Aquastar ticket booth 
Noon                   51st Annual Irish Flag Raising 
12:30-3:30pm     Lunch & more at KofC Hall (2915 Fairfield)   
Menu: Rueben sandwich, corned beef & cabbage, perch dinner, or  
           Bangers & Mash. 
 

To learn more, visit www.muskegonirishamerican.com or  
email mskirish@muskegonirishamerican.com 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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McKENZIE-PRICE
INSURANCE

733-4411
455 W NORTON AVE.

BRUCE JONES, D.D.S.
General Dentistry

 30 W. Norton Ave. 780-5158
ACCEPTING  NEW  PATIENTS

A&RCONCRETECONCRETE
CUTTINGCUTTING

“When Just Anyone Can’t Cut It”

Robert Eding
Owner Operator

(616) 638-9160 • (616) 850-0607

                      Made in Michigan   733-2161     3530 Airline Rd.

Ginman Tire Co., Inc.
( 231) 722-7831

665 W. Clay

Medicare Open Enrollment: October 15 – December 7

  Roy Farrell
& Staff

Employee Benefit Services
 489 Seminole Road
Muskegon, MI 49444

   1-800-628-7434
Specializing in Medicare Supplements,  

Group & Individual Health Insurance plans.

Face to face appointments. All our services are FREE.

 SHORELINE
SERVICE INC.

Live Bait • Tackle • Food

Bill Funk • Owner
In Memory of Ed & Gail

759-7254
COR. LAKESHORE & McCRACKEN

GENE’S SERVICE STATION
COMPLETE AUTO CARE

Pick-up & Delivery Service
Sewer Dumping Station

755-2084
CORNER SHERMAN & McCRACKEN

Brian K. Johnson
Office: 231-777-2681
Cell: 231-206-4280

1461 EvanstOn, avE.
MusKEgOn

Randy Novotny • CPA • Parishioner • 231-728-5176

 
ARISHIONER, REALTOR®

UTH BEACON BOULEVARD | GRAND HAVEN, MICHIGAN 49417
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