


Pastor’s Message

January, 2023

My Dear Parishioners of St. Rita,

In the fall of 2021, I was invited to attend a 
gathering presented by Catholic Leadership 
Institute (CLI) entitled Next Generation Parish.  
St. Rita Parish became one of five pilot parishes 
in our Archdiocese for assistance from CLI in the 
process of formulating strategies and priorities  
for our parish.

Last January CLI conducted some interviews, and in March parishioners were invited 
to complete the Disciple Maker Index (DMI), both of which would supply important 
information for our team. With data collected and with the diligent work of our 
Envisioning Committee over several months, I am pleased and excited to present to  
you our Priority Plan.

The next step is forming and working with an Implementation Team to assimilate these 
priorities into all areas of our parish. As we begin 2023, please pray for this process and 
assist us in our movement forward as one community of faith. May this New Year bring 
our parish and each one of you God’s blessings.

Fr. Tom Baker

Pastor
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Prayer for Pastoral Planning 

And let us not grow weary of doing good, far in due season we will reap, if we do not 
give up. 

-Galatians 6:9
Good and loving God, 
We, the people of St. Rita Parish, thank you for the blessings You have 
graciously poured down upon us. For over 100 years You have guided our 
parish and for this we thank and honor You. As we work together to form 
priorities for the coming years, bless our deliberations and guide our efforts. As 
disciples of Jesus, assist us in our parish mission to be a community that lives 
by faith, is known by love and is a voice of hope. With the intercession of St. 
Rita, remove anything that may impede our progress and bless all that we do. 
We pray this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

St. Rita Catholic Parish Envisioning Team 

Back row: Kristin McNeal, Fr. Tom Baker, Gio Guerra, Aida Saldana; Middle Row: Paul 

Puccinelli, David Schmidt, Ramona Vasquez, Dennis Jebbia; Front Row: Eileen Schmidt, 

Rosario Sabillo. 


