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Our Alumni and Supporters Make a Difference 

You may have noticed some scaffolding and construction around the 
church. Through the providence of God and the generosity of an 
anonymous donor, we received a donation of $500,000 this summer 
for stained glass window restoration, exterior repairs and capital 
improvements as they relate to our Master Plan. This donation made 
the repairs you’re seeing possible. 
 
This project is part of a campus-wide Master Plan developed in 
2017—a strategy that guides us in being good stewards of what’s 
been handed down to us and addresses the many needs of our aging 
buildings. The plan provides a concept for a revitalized campus , both 
the church and the school.  A committee is currently working 
through logistics of phase one for this long-term project. Stay tuned 
for more updates.  

 

October 10, 2019 
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St. Rose School 

5309 NE Alameda Street 

Portland, OR 97213 

503-281-1912 

As a  

mission of St. 

Rose Parish,  

St. Rose 

School  

educates 

each  

student as a 

unique child 

of God to 

know and 

live the  

Catholic faith 

and to 

achieve  

excellence.  
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 Sixth Grade Outdoor School 

Sixth grade students and their teacher Mrs. 

Katie Penwell attended Outdoor School at 

Camp Kuratli at Trestle Glen in Boring at the 

end of September.    Each day the students 

conducted a field study.  The first day they 

learned that soil is an acronym for space, 

organic matter, inorganic matter, and liquid.  

All these components make up the soil we 

see today.  Students finished the day learning 

about the Missoula flood and the impact we 

have on soil and ways we can protect our 

soil.   

The second day the focus was plants.  The 

students saw the importance soil has on 

plant growth.  Students hiked and identified 

different types of plants that are invasive and 

native to the Pacific Northwest.   

The third day the topic of study was water.  

Students learned about watersheds and how 

humans impact watersheds.  Samples were 

taken in Deep Creek to test for turbidity of 

the water ph.  The favorite activity of the day 

was Critter Catch!   

The last field study was animals.  Students 

learned different types of animal features  

and how the features helped animals survive.   

The final day of Outdoor School consisted of 

a review and students went around different 

stations playing games or listening to stories 

that recapped what they had learned 

throughout the week . 
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Congratulations to the 
Class of 2019 who was 
recognized for over 
620 hours of commu-
nity service.   

 

We miss you! 

 

 

 

Honors and Awards for the Class of 2019 

Valedictorian:  Sylvia Austin, Rose Dinh, Kate Harrington 

Salutatorian: Joseph Nguyen 

Central Catholic Scholarship: Leadership Scholarship – Sylvia Austin and Foster Carroll 
     Honor Scholarship – Laney Fadden and Anna MiLan Tran 

La Salle High School Scholarship:  Lasallian Leadership Award – Lillian Paugh 

St. Mary’s Academy: Rosemary Dwyer Frey ‘ 24 Memorial Endowed Scholarship - Katalina Humphrey 

     Mary Clark Memorial Endowed Scholarship - Annie Vrooman 

Archbishop Sample Christian Leadership and Service Scholarship: Kevin Ngo 

Joseph E. Weston Scholarship: Livy Combe, Rose Dinh, Kate Harrington, Katalina Humphrey,  
Evelien Pham, John Pham, Maci Saruwatari, Britney Sierra, Lilly St. Martin, Gray Thompson, Annie Vrooman 

Roberts Family Memorial Scholarship: Samantha Morris, Joseph Nguyen 

Bob Fisher Family Memorial Scholarship: Michael Dinh, Elle Fadden, Samuel Lamb, Amanda Le,  
Maia Rheingold, Jeni Salazar 

Citizenship Awards:  Foster Carroll, Kevin Ngo, John Pham, Maci Saruwatari, Gray Thompson,  
Anna MiLan Tran 

Presidential Education Award (3.75 GPA average for 6th, 7th, and 8th grades):  Sylvia Austin, Foster Carroll, 
Livy Combe, Rose Dinh, Elle Fadden, Laney Fadden, Kate Harrington, Ava Huffner, Katalina Humphrey, 
Natan Kruezer, Joseph Nguyen, Lillian Paugh, Evelien Pham, Anna MiLan Tran, Annie Vrooman 

Congratulations, Class of 2019! 

Left to Right 
Top Row – Joseph Nguyen, Kevin Ngo, Foster Carroll, Bridger Scott, Quin Wonderlick 
Next Row – Ava Roark, Annie Vrooman, Kate Harrington, Samuel Nguyen, Gray Thompson 
In Between Row –Elle Fadden, Ava Huffner, Michael Dinh, Natan Kreuzer 
Next Row – Maia Rheingold, Rose Dinh, Maci Saruwatari, Samantha Morris, Britney Sierra, John 
Pham, Lilly St. Martin 
Next Row – Grace Kilgore, Katalina Humphrey, Laney Fadden, Sylvia Austin, Lillian Paugh 
First Row – Livy Combe, Jeni Salazar, Amanda Le, Evelien Pham, Anna Milan Tran 
  

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=145279679819512&set=pcb.347934849387005&type=3&ifg=1&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARBv_Io6ITJWs-FLcYPwE-WZ2IzQcUuFpG0xZe1ls9FQD0XTvJYEpbxXhbt4IvEgQsrUxk4KGpm5CF6W
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Nick owns his own 
business doing  
custom woodworking 
projects and interior 
and exterior  
painting.  
 
Jake has been working 
as an electrician for 8 
1/2 years.   
 
Tony recently  
graduated from  
Central Catholic and 
just started full time at 
PCC and working at 
UPS. 

Generation Family Alumni News 

 

 

Debbie Gold-class of 1978 is  

surrounded by her sons at left Tony 

Gold-class of 2015, at right Jake 

Putney-class of 2007 and behind 

Debbie is Nick Sommerhiser-class 

of 1996. 

Debbie– “St. Rose has been a long time tradition in our family.    We now have 3rd generation attend-

ing St. Rose School.   Since we moved to Oregon in 1972 St. Rose has been our community, school and 

church. We received our Sacraments, a great education and a wonderful church community.   St. Rose 

is an extension of our family.” 

Nick Sommerhiser-class of 1996 and daughter Fiona-class of 

2027, is currently a first grader at St. Rose School. 
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By Bridget Gold Rego– class of 1976 

“My mother’s (Ann Gold) desire to reunite with her Irish im-
migrated family brought us from Texas to Oregon in 1972. 
Our parents purchased the home on 53rd and Stanton where 
our mother still resides and enrolled my siblings and me at St. 
Rose to join our cousins, The Ryans, The Cantwells and later 
the younger Campbell all from Deegan lineage. I graduated 
from St. Rose School in 1976.  Pictured right is Bridget Rego, 
Debbie Gold-class of 1978, Ann Gold and Mike Gold-class of 
1981. 

Growing up hearing the laughter and play from the playground across the street has had a visceral 
impact on my life and my mother speaks of the joy she receives hearing the children play to this 
day. She remembers fondly when, after work, she would hurry across the playground while the bell 
was ringing for dismissal, so she could be home when we arrived. The lifelong friends and the  
community of St. Rose make St. Rose my 2nd home. 

Frank and I were married at St. Rose Church in September of 1988 and value our relationship with 
our church and school. Over the years we have participated in various school and parish ministries. 
Our children Matt (2004), Zac (2007) and Anna (2008), along with many of their cousins, made 
their sacraments at St. Rose Church and graduated from St. Rose School. I pray it is a tradition that 
continues for generations to come. St. Rose school successfully prepared them for challenges of 
Central Catholic high school from which they all graduated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anna– class of 2008 lives in NE Portland with her cat and is very happy to have recently taken a 
position as Registrar at Central Catholic. She enjoys hiking, traveling, playing futsal and working 
out.  Zac– class of  2007 is currently living in Oakland and managing the environmental, health, and 
safety program for PCC Structurals in the Bay Area. He and his girlfriend Claire enjoy camping and 
searching for good gluten free restaurants in Berkeley. Matt– class of 2004 and his wife Ellie have a 
house in NE Portland. They welcomed their daughter Mara Ann this past June and are busy being 
new parents. Matt is working in finance and Ellie is a social worker.” 

 

Generation Family Alumni News 

Pictured above-Frank Rego, Anna Rego   Pictured above Anna Rego, Matt Rego, 

Ellie Rego, Bridget Rego, Zac Rego and   Ann Gold (center) and Zac Rego 

Matt Rego 
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To the right, parishioner Jackie 
Glynn’s daughters Laura Pouch– class 
of 1980, Peggy Davis-class of 1978 and 
Karen Twilleager– class of 1982.  

Generation Family Alumni News 

 

 

Peggy Glynn Davis– class of 1978   

“St. Rose has been important to me for a couple 

of reasons.  One, the education I received there 

was an excellent foundation for my future aca-

demic endeavors.  I was very well prepared for 

St. Mary’s Academy. Most of all, St. Rose provid-

ed me with lifelong friends who shaped the per-

son I am today.  Three of my best friends from St. 

Rose, Merideth Miller Drisoll, Debbie Gold and 

Jamie Baker Franklin were bridesmaids at my 

wedding 25 years after we graduated!  These 

lifelong friendships and the amazing sense of 

community were a big part of why we chose to 

send our son Ryan to St. Rose. 

 

Favorite Memory-Sr. Bernice’s fourth grade class.  

She had a kiddie pool with crawdads in the  

Middle of the class.  I am not sure why.  Another 

memory was getting to walk over to the nuns’ 

house and make popcorn for the class to share 

while we got to watch a new movie, Jesus Christ 

Superstar.” 

Laura Glynn Pouch– class of 1980 

“St. Rose was really the foundation for every-

thing in my life!  My dad died when I was in first 

grade and Peggy was in third grade.  I remember 

the nuns from school coming to babysit and 

families brought meals to help our family out.  

The sense of community back in those days was 

so  

Appreciated.  We were proud to be able to send 

our three sons to St. Rose and we’re glad we 

did.  We’re proud of them and the good people 

they have become today, in no small part due to 

their upbringing at the school.   

 

Favorite memory– Karen as the star of the play 

in her eighth grade year.  She was awesome, so 

fun!” 

Pictured right– back row 

Tommy Pouch– class of 

2011, Ben Twilleager-class 

of 2016, Grant Twilleager-

class of 2018 

Front row– Laura Pouch-

class of 1980, Joe Pouch-

class of 2009, Karen  

Twilleager-class of 1982, 

Ryan Davis-class of 2020 

and Peggy Davis-class of 

1978.  Not pictured is  

Daniel Pouch-class of 

2014. 
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Generation Family Alumni News 

Nicole Christianson Jones– class of 2002 married Chase Jones at St. Rose Church September of 2019 where 

both of their parents were married.  Nicole is the daughter of Jim and Mary Christianson who are longtime 

parishioners of St. Rose.  Jim and Mary are the proud parents of Nicole, Joe-class of 2004, and Hannah-class 

of 2006 and the grandparents of Quinn– future class of 2027.  Chase is the son of Linda Snyder Jones-class 

of 1975. 

 

Nicole is planning to earn her master’s degree and pursue a career in guidance counseling, preferable in 

middle school.  Her husband Chase is an electrician and avid outdoorsman.  Quinn, their daughter is a first 

grader and proud third generation St. Rose student who likes to correct her mother who still calls the 

school Archbishop Howard.  Nicole’s brother Joe resides in Portland.  Joe graduated with a degree in  

economics from the University of Oregon.  Joe loves being outdoors and loves to golf.  Nicole’s sister  

Hannah resides in Seattle and works as an Operating Room Nurse.  Hannah attended Linfield where she 

obtained her nursing degree.  Hannah has plans to move back to Portland but in the meantime enjoys living 

in another part of the Pacific Northwest with her two cats.  All three Christianson children and Chase Jones 

are Central Catholic graduates. 

 

Jim and Mary Christianson still live in NE Portland.  They continue to golf and love the Ducks.  Jim is still part 
of The Blanchet House which he helped his father organize in 1952.  Mary continues her legacy as “world’s 
most involved mother” and has transitioned into the title as “world's most involved Mimi to Quinn.”   
Nicole’s paternal grandparents were part of the St. Rose community before she was even born. Nicole says, 
“St. Rose has been my parish my whole life, no matter where I lived or what I was doing. It has also been 
my safe space even if I neglected it at times ( or years). The aesthetic of the church is breathtaking as it is 
not your typical goth style cathedral but most importantly it is the community. I know I will be able to talk 
with someone I may not have seen for years whether it be a parent, former classmate, etc. I still know 
them, they still know me, and we still genuinely want to “say hi” to each other and catch up. There is also 
an immense amount of symbolism of where my life has lead me. My child goes to school where my siblings, 
myself, my aunts and uncles, AND my in laws went. I walk my child down the same halls I walked. A mural 
my eighth grade class painted is still there. The decision to send Quinn to St. Rose (or as I still call it “AHS”) 
has easily been the most stress free decision I have ever made covered in a ton of positive sentiment.” 

Quinn with her grandfather 

Jim.  Mimi Mary is not in 

the picture.  She is behind 

the camera! 

Jason, Nicole and Quinn 
Linda Synder Jones-class of 

1975, husband Alan with 

baby Quinn. 
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Sighted in Northeast Portland! 

Class of  1949 Reunion  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Alumni parents, Kathy Nims and Patti 
Lazrine supporting St. Rose School at 
the Rose City Parks Concert in Parks this 
past summer. 
 

 

A good time was had by all at the residence of John and Nancy Scheewe! 

From left to right– Bev Miller James, Margie Brandon Eide, John Scheewe, Donna Aaris Halton, 
Bob Higler and Virginia Barth Walters. 
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Submitted by Dan White- 

 

“On September 21, 2019, members of the class of 

1969 gathered at my house to celebrate our 50th 

reunion, organized by Mike Noonan. In all, we had 

27 classmates. Several came from out of town, one 

from Florida, 3 from Arizona, one from California, 

one from northern Washington. We had a great 

time and tentative plans were made to meet again.  

 

 

My wife Keegan keeps saying how great it was to 

watch us interact as a group. It was like we had all 

kept in touch all these years, when in fact, many of 

us hadn't seen each other since 1969!”   

Class of 1969 Reunion 

 Left to the right of the picture, with the guy in the red coat being last. 

 

Matt Kiew, Terri Monfils Dishion, Paula Yung Everest, Mary Liebe Smith, Sandra Wheelon Tauer, Pete Garrow,  
Maureen Grierson Stearns, Mike Noonan, Linda Lobb Hoffmeister, Ginger Baehr Harville, Becky Greeno Wooten,  
Jenny Weller Lim, Kathy Killeen Sinnott, Gilbert Kerr, Joette Dawley Hill, Dick Cheek, Tom Brooks, Bill Fordney,  
Linda Brown, Steve Bell, Scott Ruchek, Stan Kozlowski, Dan White, Steve Bordeau, Cindy Barnes Argo, Tom O'Brien,  
Mike Simich. 
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 Class of 2004 Reunion 

A small group of  

alumni from the 

class of 2004 and 

former teachers  

gathered at the 

Laurelwood Pub to 

reminisce and look 

over photos and 

yearbooks. 

 

Stephanie Easley, Tyler Martens, Mrs. 

Barb Fisher, Katrina Wrede, and Mr. T 

(Talkington). 

Tyler Martens and Mrs. B 

(Brechtbill) reconnect. 

Pictured above, Katie 

Wartell and Jeffrey  

Anderson look over photos 

and yearbooks. 

Jeffrey Anderson and Brittany 

Roberti Leaverton renew old ac-

quaintances. 

Congratulations 

to Katrina 

Wrede and  

Vincent Masi 

who were  

married on  

September 21, 

2019.   

 

We wish you all 

the best! 

Pictured to the 

left Stephanie 

Easley and Mrs. 

C (Comins) 

share stories. 
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Class News 

Congratulations to the Class of 2015 who graduated from high school last 
spring. 
 
Thank you to all who responded– 25/30 students.  Here is what our alums are 
up to this Fall. 
 
University of Oregon     6 alums                                        
Oregon State University                                       5 alums 
Reed College                                                            1 alum 
Willamette University                                          1 alum 
Creighton University                                            1 alum 
Xavier University                                                   1 alum 
Central Oregon Community College                2 alums 
Portland Community College                             1 alum 
Mt. Hood Community College                            1 alum 
Idaho State University                                          2 alums 
University of Idaho             1 alum 
                
Dillon Spotts is taking a “gap year” to explore his vision and views on what he 
wants before heading off to college which he is set to do next year.  Dillon is 
skilled at riding and training horses.  He is currently working on a ranch in 
Montana taking groups on horseback excursions through the Bob  Marshall 
Wilderness which is adjacent to Glacier National Park.  Amazing opportunity! 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

  

Jake Bunker, 

Tony Gold and 

Nolan Grogan 

 

Nolan Grogan, Perry Collman, and 

Spencer Paugh, members of the La 

Salle Boys’ Baseball team who took 

the Northwest Oregon Conference 

Championship. 

Left to right– Max Andrews, Dillon Spotts, 

Peyton Hedges, Jake Bunker, Perry Collman 

(background Ian Pearson) Ben Luu and  

Nolan Grogan. 
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Class News 

Class of 2012 

 
Congratulations to Amelia Schuver, senior  

nursing student at Carroll College.  Amelia has 

been awarded a $1500 Reverend Frank  

Lawrence Scholarship for the 2019-2020  

academic year. The award is in recognition of  

academic achievement, leadership potential and 

spiritual conduct in keeping with the best 

Traditions of The American Legion and Carroll 

College.  We are proud of you, Amelia! 

Class of 2014 

 
Hogan Nguyen- “After graduating from  

Clackamas High School, I decided to continue 

on to college and hopefully graduate as a future  

doctor or dentist.  Currently I am attending 

Portland State University and majoring in  

biology.  I volunteer at Adventist Medical  

Center and take classes.  Working hard and  

experiencing many things should help me  

decide a future career path. Thanks for taking 

care of us in our early years and best wishes to 

everyone at St. Rose.” 

A gathering of St. Rose School 

alumni was spotted at Albertina 

Kerr late last spring.   

 

Pictured are: 

Irene Burke Karakas-class of 

1941, 

Elaine Feller Garrow-class of 

1942, 

Patricia Campbell-class of 1964 

and 

 

Out For Lunch 

Class of 2005 
 
Natasha Stockem– “I went to Grant High School and then Portland State University 

where I received a BA in film studies with a minor in anthropological religious  

studies, focusing on indigenous First Nations religions, spirituality, and rituals,  

Afro-Cuban and Haitian diaspora, and cults.  I also received a MS in technical theater.  

I am currently working as an administrative assistant at the Regional Research  

Institute, a part of the graduate school of social work at Portland State.  Additionally, I 

am the residential stage manager and general manager at Shaking the Tree Theatre.”  
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 Build A Lunch Sunday 

 

 

Care has been taken to ensure the accuracy, completeness and reliability of the information provided in 

this newsletter.  If there are any errors or incorrect information, please let us know.   

Corrections will be published in the next issue. 

Joining in a St. Rose/AHS tradition started  with the students by former 
parent and parishioner Denise Tuttle over 25 years ago, St. Rose Parish 
hosted its first ever “Build a Lunch Sunday” on Sunday, October 6 after 
the 10:30 a.m. Mass. 

Parishioners and friends were asked to gather in the cafeteria after 
Mass during Coffee and Donuts to help pack sack lunches to deliver to 
St. Francis Dining Hall. This was a fun activity where parishioners could 
serve God and neighbors.  Over 120 sack lunches were packed with 
food and supplies  provided as an extension of the St. Rose Parish St. 
Vincent de Paul Food Closet . 

 

“Faith in action is love, and love in  

action is service.” 

Saint Teresa of Calcutta 
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Where They are Now and What They Are Doing? 

Former Staff 
Peggy Johnson– former third grade teacher.  Oh, it was so hard to say 

goodbye to teaching at St. Rose School!  I love the kids, the families and 

the school so much.  But I am learning to enjoy retirement, too.  During 

the fifteen months that I haven’t had to set my alarm clock, I’ve found 

other activities that bring so much joy.  Trips to Alaska, Hawaii, Malaysia, 

and Quebec have been exciting, relaxing, educational and FUN!  A lot of 

projects like yardwork outside and painting inside are gradually getting 

done.  There’s more time for going to the gym (I LOVE Aquafit!), reading, 

hiking, spending time with my grandchildren and meeting friends for long 

lunches.  A highlight last spring was helping Mr. and Mrs. Nelson with the 

Portland play.  Kids and music are a great combination!  It’s always a joy 

to come to Wednesday morning Mass with the schoolkids. 

 

Peg Swanton-former first grade teacher.  Last year I volunteered in a 

friend’s classroom several times each week and especially enjoyed  

teaching art to the fourth graders.  This year I have had time to reconnect 

with friends during long lunches and breakfasts to gab with them without 

time limits.  A recent trip to Ashland for plays and on to Crater Lake for 

hiking was the perfect way to try out camping with a 13 foot Scamp  

trailer.  It was very tight quarters and a steep learning curve with all the 

hook-ups and towing but the weather cooperated with sunny days.  Back 

at home I welcomed the change of seasons especially when out for walks.   

Remembering 

Loved Ones 
Prayers go out to the  

families of JoAnn Eisele 

Vennes (class of 1949) who 

passed away on September 

8, 2019 and Henrietta 

(Hank) Ryan(former St. 

Rose/AHS school secretary) 

who passed away on Sep-

tember 20, 2019.  

 

If you know of alumni,  

family of alumni or friends 

of St. Rose School who are 

in need of prayers, please 

contact us at  

Mrs. Peg Swanton, Mrs. Marlene 

Hollingsworth, Mrs. Peggy Johnson, 

and Mrs. Karen Asbury together 

again at graduation in June 2019. 

 

We can’t stay away! 
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St. Rose School Welcomes New Staff! 

Sarah Zielinski– I grew up in the Salem area on my  

family’s farm.  I attended St. Olaf College in Minnesota 

where I earned my Bachelor of Music  in Music Educa-

tion and then I earned a Master of Music in voice at the 

University of North Carolina in Greensboro.  My opera 

training also sparked a love for languages.  I’ve spent 

summers in German and Italian immersion programs 

and studied French, Spanish, and Norwegian in college.  

I love praise and worship, choral music, podcasts and to 

catch up with friends and my family near and far.  This 

summer I went to the wedding of friends in Ghana and 

then visited cousins in the UAE.  I am currently teaching 

music to pre-kindergarten through eighth grade and 

middle school religion. 

Elizabeth Danna– I earned my Bachelors of  
Science at Oregon State University and went on 
to receive a Masters in Teaching at Concordia 
University. This is my fourth year teaching.  
 
I grew up in Portland, Oregon and love travel-
ing, spending time outdoors and being with my 
family.  
 
I spent this last summer backpacking around 
Ireland and I look forward to exploring different 
parts of the world in the future.    
 
Welcome to St. Rose and third Grade,  
Ms. Danna! 

Teaching Future Leaders 
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Friday, October 10  Jogathon 

Thursday, October 17  Annual Appeal Kickoff 

November 1   All Saints Mass 8:00 .m. 

Thursday, December 19  All school Christmas Program 

Wednesday, January 29  Catholic Schools Week Mass 8:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, January 29  Talent Show 

Thursday, January 30  Open House 

Wednesday, February 26 Ash Wednesday Mass 8:00 a.m. 

Thursday, March 5  Science Fair 

Saturday, March 14  Annual Auction 

Friday, April 10   Living Stations of the Cross 1:15 p.m. 

May 15    Grandparents/Special Friends Liturgy/ 

                   Tea 

June 9    Graduation Mass and ceremony 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS-Please come join us! 

St. Rose School 

If you would like to update 

your contact information or 

provide us with a story for the 

next newsletter, contact us at 

503-281-1912, ext. 205, email 

kasbury@strosepdx.org or  

visit our web page 

strosepdx.org. 

 

 

https://www.strosepdxschool.org/alumni
https://strosepdx.org/

