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                                                         February 7   2016 

                 Please remember in your prayers the sick of our parishes. Please pray for Father O’Kane, Verla Benjamin, 

                    Sue Kreger, Loretta Simoff, A.J. Benjamin, Doe Walker, Judson Bramow, Helen Ryan, Shirley Turner, Helen Framke,  

       Darlene Ellis,Donna Linder, Ray & Maryann Muller, Bob Bruns, Ken Stangel, Fred Servia, Charlotte Low,  

       Pete Mortensen, Chrissy Westendorf, Pam Beck Casperson & Louis Benjamin. If you know of someone who  

       is ill and needs our prayers, and would like to be listed, or if you no longer need  to be listed, please  

       contact the office @ 423-1004. 

 

                                                     Liturgy Schedule – Feb 8-14 

St. John, Onawa                                                  St. Bernard, Blencoe                                                        St. Joseph, Salix            

Monday; No Mass                                               Wednesday: 5:30 PM Paul Benjamin                               Wednesday 7 PM  

Tuesday: 9 am Rosemarie Marley                      Saturday: 5 PM  John Ryan                                              Thursday: 9 AM  

Wednesday: 7 PM Irwin Niewohner                                                                                                           Sunday: 11 AM                                                   

Thursday: No Mass                                                                                                                

Friday: 5 PM Harold Hausman                 
Sunday: 9:00 AM John & Marjorie Zink 

                                                     Ministries for February 13-14 

Saturday 5 PM (Blencoe)                                                         Sunday 9 AM (Onawa)   

Lector: Janet Ryan                                                                                 Phil Hubert 

Elmwood: Fran & Mary Tramp                                                               Blake DeRocher,  Alex Menke, Matt Carney 

EM’s: F. Heisterkamp © Maurine Hubert ©                                             Lesley Hubert ©     Mike Jensen ©  

Karen Stanislav (H)  Norman Stanislav Dave Hausman (H)         Jeff Pratt (H)  (Homebound)                                                

Rosary   Maurine & Helen Ryan                                                            Grace Fouts 

The Knights of Columbus will host three Fish Fry dinners during Lent. The dates are Feb. 
19 & 26; and March 11 at St. John's. Serving is from 5-7pm for dine-in or carry-out. 
Catering by Staley's with a menu of Alaskan Pollack, scalloped potatoes, vegetable, 
coleslaw, rolls and beverages. Adults $9; age 5-12 $6; wee ones eat for free. Everyone is 
invited and welcomed 

"Mary's Choice needs your help and prayers: In addition to offering free pregnancy tests, limited 
ultrasounds, baby supplies, and clothing, a primary ministry of Mary's Choice is praying next 
door outside of Planned Parenthood (4409 Stone Ave., Sioux City, IA 51106) on designated 
abortion days for the safety and protection of unborn babies, their mothers, and all involved. We 
ask for you to consider joining us on the next abortion day, Friday, Jan 22 from 8:30am-
1pm. Whether you stay for a few minutes or the entire time, your support is appreciated. Please 
help in creating a culture of life in Siouxland. Thank you!"   

 We will begin the Lenten Season on Ash Wednesday February 10th. While many look 
forward to this time for opportunities for spiritual growth and renewal, quite often many of 
us see it as a liturgical season to dread. We focus on “What am I going to give up?” “How 
long can I live without whatever it is I am going to give up?” “How many more days before 
I don’t have to give up whatever it is that I am giving up?” Who wouldn’t dread a liturgical 
season with such a narrow focus?  
Over these next few weeks, we are all encouraged to begin reflecting anew on the real 
purpose of Lent, the power such a season can be for us, and the real potential for a deeper 
commitment to our Catholic faith, and most important, a deeper communion of love with 
God. Such a deeper understanding could give us a new attitude for Lent.  
Baptism is one of Lent’s foundational focus. At the Easter Vigil, the catechumens  
(referred to as “the elect”) will be fully initiated as Catholics through the Sacraments of 
Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist.  
It is no coincidence that on Easter Sunday, all the baptized will renew our baptismal 
promises. Note that I said we are going to “renew” our baptismal promises and not merely 
“repeat” them. “Repeating” simply recalls something that happened in the past. “Renew” 
is entirely different. “Renewing” our baptismal promises recognizes something still 
foundational in our life.  
Renewing our baptismal promises opens our hearts to God’s grace. Grace reveals God’s 
great love for us and God’s purpose for our life. This great divine love energizes our own 
love and leads us to a deeper commitment to live these promises more faithfully. Easter is 
one time in the liturgical year for us to remember that we are baptized once for a lifetime 
and not merely once in a lifetime. Lent is the time set aside to prepare us to make that 
renewal faithfully.  
Our world, our country and our Church all need us to rediscover the beauty and power of 
baptism and our call to be co-redeemers with the Lord Jesus Christ. Our baptism calls us 
to a life of holiness that reveals Jesus’ great and merciful love to all humanity and all 
creation. Our faith also commits us to restoring the human community and all creation to a 
life of justice, peace, and solidarity.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


