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                 Please remember in your prayers the sick of our parishes. Please pray for Father O’Kane, Verla Benjamin, Abby Mendick,  

                    Loretta Simoff, Doe Walker, Esther MacClure, Kayla Hausman, Shirley Turner, Pam Beck Casperson, Cheri Gibler, 

       Darlene Ellis, Donna Linder, Maryann Muller, Ken Stangel, Fred Servia, Charlotte Low, Mary Clare Mendick, 

       Pete Mortensen, Kathy Siebersma, Judson Bramow, Bob Bruns,Connie Rasmussen  & Louis Benjamin.  If you know  

       of someone who is ill and needs our prayers, and would like to be listed, or if you no longer need  to be listed  

       please contact the office @ 423-1004.  

 

                                                  Liturgy Schedule –-Dec.26 - Jan 1              

       St. John, Onawa                                                 St. Bernard, Blencoe                                                     

       Monday; No Mass                                              Wednesday: 9 AM In Thanksgiving 

       Tuesday: 9AM Harold & Lillian Hausman          Saturday: 6 PM  Brian & Adam Marley                                    

       Wednesday: In Thanksgiving 

       Thursday: No Mass                                                St. Joseph, Salix                

       Friday: 9AM  Paul & Kathryn Wolpert                     Thursday: 9am Mass             

       Saturday: No Mass                                                  Saturday: 4 PM                                                   

       Sunday:  9:00 AM John & Marjorie Zink                 Sunday: 11 AM 

 

                                                                January 1 

  Saturday 6 PM (Blencoe)                                                            Sunday 9 AM (Onawa)  

Lector:   Mary Tramp                                                                   Bridget Beck 

                                                                                                    Armonda & Jada Barker, Aidan Bosanek, Shawn Holton 

              EM’s:  © Chris McAndrews, Fran Tramp,                                     Grace Fouts©     Gabe Madsen© ( Elmwood) 

              Maurine Hubert (H)                                                                      Amy Maule   (H)  (Homebound)  

                Janet Ryan                                                                                                  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 “As we prepare for year end, please be mindful that donations must be received (or 

postmarked if mailed) by December 31 in order to be deductible in 2016. If postmarked or 

received after 12-31-16, the donation will be deductible in 2017. To comply with federal law, 

we cannot accept donations in 2017 for 2016.” 
 

If you are a high school senior and considering attending Briar Cliff University in 
the fall of 2017, be sure to check into the Bishop’s Scholarship! Learn more and 
apply online at www.scdiocese.org or www.briarcliff.edu. Deadline for the 
application is  Jan. 30, 2017. 
 
Thank you to all who donated to the Knights of Columbus annual toy drive. 
 
Religious Education Classes resume on January 11, 2017 @ 6:45 PM 



Meanings of Christmas Symbols and Traditions 

CHRIST CHILD:  We celebrate the birth of Christ at Christmas, which means Christ's Mass (the 

Mass of Christ). Christ means "the anointed one." Jesus was God made flesh, come to earth so 

that we could understand how much God loves us and so that we would not be afraid to 

approach Him.  

HOLLY: The holly bush represents immortality, a trait that God has given to each human being. 

The sharp-toothed edge of the holly leaf reminds Christians of the crown of thorns. As a 

Christmas symbol, the red holly berry represents Christ's blood, shed for all people including 

those who reject Him.  

GIFTS: For many people, gifts define Christmas. The wise men who brought their gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh to honor the infant King in Bethlehem's manger have inspired the 

concept of gift giving at Christmas. God also gives us the gifts of the Holy Spirit which help us 

to follow God's direction in our lives.  

FRUIT: People give fruit baskets as gifts. As a Christmas symbol, fruit recalls the twelve Fruits 

of the Holy Spirit.  

MISTLETOE: Mistletoe is an aerial parasite that has no roots of its own. It lives off the tree to 

which it attaches itself and, without that tree, it would die. Mistletoe is a Christmas symbol of 

our love which derives from and exists only because God loves us.  

EVERGREENS: As Christian Christmas symbols, evergreens symbolize perseverance and 

resiliency to adversity.  They remind us of Jesus' words, "The ones who persevere to the end 

shall be saved."  

CHRISTMAS TREE:  Because it is green year-round, the evergreen tree represents hope. Its 

needles and its narrow crest point upward, turning our thoughts to heaven. Because the tree is 

cut down and then erected again, it is a symbol of Christ’s resurrection.  

TINSEL: A legend tells of a poor, faithful family who wished to decorate a Christmas tree in 

honor of the Christ Child but who had no money for decorations. In the night, spiders came and 

spun webs across the tree. Then the Christ Child, honoring the family's faith, turned the 

threads into silver. When we want to give our all to Christ, but we think that we have nothing 

of value to give, God gives value to our offerings.  

CANDLES AND CHRISTMAS LIGHTS:  Candles and Christmas lights also remind us that we are 

to be light to others, to show them the way to Christ.   

BELLS: Bells were part of the Jewish high priest's garb. Christmas bells not only symbolize the 

joy of Christmas; they also remind us that Christ is the High Priest.  

CANDY CANE: The candy cane is shaped like a shepherd's crook, reminding us that Jesus, the 

Good Shepherd, came into our world at Christmas. The red stripe symbolizes Christ's sacrifice 

and the white background His purity. Candy canes have a peppermint flavor, reminiscent of 

hyssop which had medicinal purposes.  

SANTA CLAUS: Santa Claus is an alteration of Saint Nicholas, fourth Bishop of Myra (located in 

modern Turkey) whose feast day is December 6.  The bishop's miter and fur trimmed red 

winter garments were corrupted into Santa's outfit, while Saint Nicholas's generosity was 

transferred to the "jolly old man" who delivers gifts anonymously on Christmas Eve.  

YULE LOG: A Yule log is a large log which is burned in the hearth as part of traditional 

Christmas celebrations. The Yule log is reminiscent of Christ’s cross, made of wood. As the 

burning log gives light as it “dies,” so the death of Christ on the cross brought our world from 

the darkness of sin into the light of faith. As the burning of the log was thought to bring health, 

fruitfulness, and prosperity and to ward off evil spirits, so Christ’s sacrificial death brought to 



those who believe in Him the fruits of the Holy Spirit, health of soul, and prosperity in their 

spiritual life.  

WREATH:  Because wreaths, due to their circular shape, symbolize eternity, the circle of life, 

and endless hope, they began to be used at Christmas and hung. Because a wreath has neither 

beginning nor end, but is a continuous circle, it symbolized God Himself.  

CHRISTMAS COOKIES, BREADS, PASTRIES: Christmas pastries are made with flour and 

remind us of the many uses of bread in Scripture. The Jewish people offered cakes made with 

oil to the Lord. The Israelites took their unleavened loaves with them when they fled Egypt. 

They recalled this event yearly in the feast of Unleavened Bread. The manna in the desert 

tasted like wafers made with honey. Elijah performed a miracle in which a widow's flour did 

not run out during a time of famine. When David brought the Ark of God back to Jerusalem, he 

gave each person in Israel a loaf of bread, a cut of meat, and a raisin cake.   Jesus multiplied 

loaves twice in Scripture and came as the Bread of Life. He comes to us in every Mass under the 

form of Eucharistic bread and wine. This rich history is present to us with every taste of 

Christmas pastries.  

STOCKING: The tradition of placing gifts into Christmas stockings come from another tradition 

regarding Saint Nicholas, Bishop of Myra. In this tradition, the three women who needed 

dowries in order to be kept from a life of prostitution had hung their stockings by the fireplace 

to dry. When the saint came by to help them, the money that he threw into their house 

fortuitously landed in the stockings.  

REINDEER: Because Santa Claus, as a alteration of St. Nicholas, was popular in Scandinavia, 

reindeer became associated with him. In Scandinavian countries, reindeer are domesticated 

and used for meat as well as for work. Their pulling a sleigh would be a familiar sight. Santa 

makes Rudolph, whom the other deer reject, the leader of the herd. His light leads them 

through the dark night so that gifts can be given to good children. Rudolph is a secular way to 

prepare children for Christ, the light of the world, Who was rejected by His people yet Whom 

God placed above us all.  

CHRISTMAS CAROLS: Christmas carols remind us of the angels who announced the birth of 

Christ by singing, "Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth!" Song has 

been a part of worship since the beginning. People use song as an expression of highest 

emotion. How fitting that we sing about the birth of Christ!. 

XMAS: While Xmas is seen by some as a secular way to "cross Christ out of Christmas," the 

word actually is an abbreviation for Christmas. Christ was often written as "XP" or "XT" and 

the Greek letter Chi X stood for Christ in the ancient Greek symbol for Christians.  

SNOWMAN: Snowmen are associated with Christmas in the Northern Hemisphere where snow 

often covers the ground at this season. As snowmen melt in the warmth of the sun and the 

spring, so our cold hearts will melt when we understand the Son's love and sacrifice for us.  

RED AND GREEN: Red is the color of holly berries and green the color of evergreens, both of 

which are associated with Christmas. Red reminds us of the blood of Christ, shed for our sins 

on Calvary, and green is the color of grass and vegetation, hence, of life. Therefore, red and 

green remind us of suffering and sacrifice and of the life that God has given us and that comes 

to us eternally through the sufferings of Christ.  

ANGEL: Angels are God's messengers. They appear several times in Scripture and continue to 

protect us today as each person has his or her own guardian angel. The angel Gabriel 

announced the birth of Christ and also told St. Joseph to take Jesus and Mary to Egypt to 

escape Herod's plan to kill the Christ Child. Angels appeared to the shepherds when Christ was 

born, singing and praising God and instructing the shepherds to hurry to Bethlehem to see the 

newborn King. Angels symbolize God's presence, and remind us of obedience to Him and praise 

of Him.  

And may God bless your Christmas celebrations!   




