
THE CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF 

ST BERNARD 
201 Main St. Blencoe, IA 

ST JOHN 
1009 13th St., Onawa, IA 

ST JOSEPH 
510 Tipton St., Salix, IA 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                     JULY 19, 2020 

 

. From Father Michael 
 

Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious 

Life 

Blessed Junipero Serra, the Franciscan 

priest who founded nine of California’s 

missions, was a model of perseverance and 

strong faith. Despite a chronic foot infec-

tion, Serra walked more miles in his career 

than the expeditions of Lewis and Clark 

and Marco Polo combined, all to spread 

the Good News. It was perhaps providen-

tial that the founders of Serra Internation-

al, the organization of lay Catholics who 

promote vocations, chose Fr. Junipero Ser-

ra as their patron in 1935. Now, even more 

than then, the work of promoting vocations 

requires perseverance and strong faith. 

Please continue to pray for an increase in 

vocations to priesthood, sisterhood, and 

brotherhood, and for the canonization of 

Blessed Junipero Serra. -Serra for priestly 

and religious vocations  

 
Questions of the Week: 

 

Adults: What weakness can the power of 
the Spirit help you overcome? 
 
Children: When will you need the help of the 
Holy Spirit this week? 
 

 

 

Prayer to Our Lady for Vocations       
  (Pope St. John Paul II, Message for Vocations Sunday, 2001 

  

Most Holy Virgin, who without hesitation of-
fered yourself to the Almighty for carrying out 
His plan of salvation, pour trust into the 
hearts of young people so that there may al-
ways be zealous pastors who are able to 
guide Christian people on their way of life, 
and consecrated souls who may know how to 
witness, in chastity, poverty, and obedience, 
to the freeing presence of your risen 
Son.  Amen.  
 

 



ST. JOHN / ST. BERNARD                           
Pastor          Father Michael Erpelding ......     712-423-2656 

stjohnparishhall@msn.com                    www.stjohnonawa.com 

Secretary  / DRE  Colleen Maule .....                  712-423-1004 
stjohnparishhall@msn.com   

Office hours:7 am—12pm Monday, Tuesday , Wednesday & Thursday                 

 

MASS  SCHEDULE :  
Mon No Mass.. ……………………….………………. …….0:00 am 

Tue               Gene Zortman .......... ……………………………..….9:00am 

Wed             Helen Ryan…….…….…..Blencoe).……………...7:30 am 

Thurs            No Mass…………………………… ………………......0:00am 

Fri                 Fred Servia & Virgil Hedges ..... ……..…….…..9:00 am 

Sat                No Mass………………………………………………….0:00 pm 

Sun               Ray & Maryanne Muller…..….…………………….9:00am         

 

Stewardship              St. John    7/12 

Envelopes/Loose        $ 1361.00 .                      

building                       $      50.00 

Candles                       $       

E-offering                    $   779.70 

Needy Fund                $      40.00     

Holy land                    $        

Catholic Relief            $       

Retired/Infirm            $       

St. Bernard                 $   170.00 

                

Total:                           $  2400.70 
 

St. John Registered Families………………………………..185 

 

ST. JOSEPH 
  Pastor       Father Michael Erpelding 712-946-5635 

  stjoseph@longlines.com                 WWW.STJOESALIX.COM 

  Secretary     Mary Lynn Nelson .........               712-946-5635 
  stjoseph@longlines.com                        Cell 712-281-0107 

  DRE Kathy Jo Mitchell ............                          712-212-3867 

 

 MASS  SCHEDULE:  
 Mon         No Mass………… ....... …………………………..….…...0:00am 

 Tue          No Mass...…...…..…… ....... ……………………….......0:00am 

 Wed         No Mass………….……… ...... ……………..…...…..…..6:45pm 

 Thurs       Sister Delores Ullrich.………………………………….9:00am          

  Fri           No Mass……………….…… ..... …………...…………...0:00 pm 

  Sat          Parishioners of Sts.Joseph, John & Bernard...4:00 pm   

  Sun       Linda Mahlberg………………………………………....11:00 am 

 

STEWARDSHIP        St. Joseph      7/11-7/12  

Envelopes         $ 2460.00 

Loose:                $   224.00       

Candles:             $      40.00            

Cemetery PC      $               

E-offering:          $    343.70 

 Maintenance    $       55.00 

Emergency         $    

Food Pantry       $    .200.00 

Mow & Snow     $        55.00 

 

 TOTAL:                    $_3227.70 
 

 St. Joseph Registered Families  ……………………...209 

         

WEEK OF JULY 19, 2020 

ST. JOHN   
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   Elmwood   
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 Liturgy/ Word 

 

 



ST. JOHN/ ST. BERNARD      JULY 19, 2020     ST. JOSEPH 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISHES: 
Father Patrick O’Kane, Midge Stanley,  Madonna 

Dodd, Shirley Turner, Esther Mac Clure,  Loretta Si-

moff, Doe Walker, Pete Mortensen, John Heister-

kamp, Charlotte Zortman, Rosemary Kirby, Florence 

Ibsgaard, Gina Mortensen, Chris Metzger, Judson 

Bramow, & Sherry Wince.  If you know of someone 

who is ill and needs our prayers, and would like to be 

listed, or if you no longer need to be listed, please 

contact Colleen @ office  423-1004. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of our Church. 

Although many things have stopped and been sus-

pended, our obligations to pay our bills have contin-

ued. Many of you have stepped forward and contin-

ued to support our Churches through these trying 

times. You have our unending gratitude and thanks 

for you selfless commitment to our church and our 

parish family. We ask everyone to please continue to 

help as we slowly get back to normal. 

 

As we try to return to a semblance of normalcy, 

the Church will be open Monday thru Thursday 

from 7 am until noon. Daily Mass will be said in 

either the Church or the Chapel, depending on 

the number of people attending. Please follow all 

the social distancing guidelines when entering 

the Church or the building. Do not enter the offic-

es unless you are wearing a mask and try to stay 

at least 6 feet apart. We appreciate all your pre-

cautions as we want you to stay healthy and we 

want to stay healthy. Thank you 
 

Since the suspension of Masses has been lifted, 
priests of the diocese and the faithful will be fol-
lowing specific protocols outlined in May by the 
COVID task force for attending Mass. The proto-
cols will include spacing pews, mandatory face 
masks, availability of hand sanitizer at the en-
trances of church, and the use of social distanc-
ing. 
  
The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains 
dispensed for Catholics in the Sioux City Dio-
cese until the end of the calendar year. The el-
derly, more vulnerable and high-risk parishion-
ers are reminded that although Mass is being of-
fered it is recommended that they remain home 
at this time. However, Mass is open to all. 

 

 

Remember to pray for the sick of our Parishes.        

Father O’Kane, Fran Mitchell, Nainna Gnat, Jeri 

Greiner, Mike Franken, , David Bogenrief, Linda Don-

nelly, Sue LaCroix,   Bryson   Harder, Justin Lam-

oureux, Sophie Helvey,  Doreen  Becker,0  Roger Hu-

ot,,Tristan Parks, Colleen Ebner ,Bailey Cleveland, 

Christian Case, Brady Worrell, Cal Worrell ,Connie 

Wagner, Kathy Clayton, Helen Martin, Glenda  Ullrich, 

Stella Serviss, Gerrie Lamoureux. Darrell Lux, Rich-

ard Hentges , Paula Wagner & Carol Lux. For all who 

travel, grieve, those in the military,  veterans their 

families and our nations leaders. The candles burn-

ing on the Blessed Mother’s altar are for the military 

serving in foreign lands. 

 

Food Pantry is now open daily from 9:00am to 

1:00 pm if you or if you know someone who 

needs food we are here to help. After hours call 

490-1991 or 281-0107 and we can come in and 

help you out. We are open to the Westwood ar-

ea. 

 
COVID 19 :We want to thank all the parishioners 

for their patience during these times and for your 

continued financial support. You have been fab-

ulous with your support of St. Joseph’s especially 

now. We are slowly reopening and hope to see 

you at church if you feel comfortable and safe 

coming and we also respect your right to stay 

home. Hopefully in the future we will find normal 

again until then stay safe. 

 

Bazaar is still on for September 27th, there 

may be some changes we will let you know as 

it gets closer if social distancing stays seating 

will be cut down may be a longer wait time. 

More carry outs may be seen. 

_______What Makes Us Laugh:—————      
 

BRITTANY (age 4) had an earache and want-

ed a pain killer.  She tried in vain to take the 

lid off the bottle. Seeing her frustration, her 

Mom explained it was a child-proof cap and 

she'd have to open it for her. Eyes wide with 

wonder, the little girl asked: "How does it 

know it's me?" 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                     

Question: 

What does it mean to discern a vocation? 

 

Answer: 

The word vocation comes from the Latin word 

vocare, meaning “to call.” A vocation is a calling or 

invitation from God to serve in a particular way. 

For Catholics, that calling might be as a priest, sis-

ter, or married person. Vocation is the way we re-

spond to the invitation to share in God’s grace and 

witness to God’s love in the world. 

Discerning a vocation is the process in which we 

pray for God’s guidance. We listen for God’s mes-

sage that is often quiet and unassuming in a world 

filled with noise and distractions. We look at our 

gifts and talents, seek the advice of others, examine 

our motives, and listen to see what God is asking of 

us. The goal of discernment is to follow what the 

Lord wills, not what we think is the best idea. Many 

men enter a seminary to discern if that is their voca-

tion, only to discover that their calling is to mar-

riage. Others have resisted the idea for long periods 

of time, until finally they could resist no more. Some 

great saints have described that dilemma. Vocation 

is a human process of divine origin, and each of us 

must strive constantly to hear the call of God in our 

lives. 

 
Saint Bridget of Sweden’s Story 

 
From age 7 on, Bridget had visions of Christ 
crucified. Her visions formed the basis for her 
activity—always with the emphasis on charity 
rather than spiritual favors. She lived her mar-
ried life in the court of the Swedish king Mag-
nus II. Mother of eight children—the second 
eldest was Saint Catherine of Sweden—
Bridget lived the strict life of a penitent after 
her husband’s death.Bridget constantly strove 
to exert her good influence over Magnus; 
while never fully reforming, he did give her 
land and buildings to found a monastery for 
men and women. This group eventually ex-
panded into an Order known as the Bridget-
ines . In 1350, a year of jubilee, Bridget braved 
a plague-stricken Europe to make a pilgrimage 
to Rome. Although she never returned to Swe-
den, her years in Rome were far from happy, 
being hounded by debts and by opposition to 
her work against Church abuses.A final pil-
grimage to the Holy Land, marred by ship-
wreck and the death of her son, Charles, even-
tually led to her death in 1373. In 1999, Bridget, 
Saints Catherine of Siena and Teresa Benedic-
ta of the Cross, were named co-patronesses of 

Europe. 

 


