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 FROM  FR. MICHAEL 
Melchizedek 

Most Christians would take it for granted that Jesus 

is a priest. He offered his life as a sacrifice on the 

cross. In the first century this was not such a simple 

idea. Jews believed that the priesthood was heredi-

tary-one had to be the son of a priest to be a priest. 

The author of Hebrews defends Jesus' priesthood by 

noting an obscure twist of fate. An obscure figure 

named Melchizedek played a small but important 

role. He was the priest-king of Salem (later, Jerusa-

lem). He offered a sacrifice to God with Abraham 

that was accepted. Many centuries later the Jewish 

priesthood began with the sons of Moses' brother 

Aaron (of the tribe of Levi). They flourished until the 

time of David. As the great king lay dying, his sons 

squabbled over the right to succession. The Levitical 

priests chose the wrong side, while the local Jerusa-

lem priests sided with Solomon. When he became 

king, Solomon promoted the local priests. He based 

their claim to the priesthood on their descent from 

Melchizedek, a more ancient lineage. Christians 

taught that Jesus had the same kind of right. 

 

A Blind Runner 

Here's a simple experiment to try: go out into your back-

yard or into a park. Close your eyes and run in any di-

rection. How far do you think you would get? Maybe a 

matter of a few feet before you stumble into something, 

a tree, a bush, a rock, or another person. The whole thing 

sounds impossible, but that is precisely what happens in 

today's Gospel. Jesus is passing through Jericho, one of 

the lowest spots on earth. It is an oasis surrounded by 

desert, rocks and mountains. It is a stopover on the route 

to Jerusalem. Suddenly a blind man clamors for Jesus' 

attention. The Lord calls him to come to him. Instantly 

the man jumps up and runs to Christ. Jesus tells the man 

that his faith has already given him the power to see 

what the crowd does not. Immediately the man follows 

Jesus' way...to the cross. 
 

 

Questions of the Week: 
 

Adults: Is there someone outside of my immediate 

circle of family and friends God is calling me to 

serve? 

 

Children: How can I show God’s love to others, 

even when I do not know them too  well? 

  



ST. JOHN / ST. BERNARD                           
Pastor          Father Michael Erpelding      712-423-2656 

stjohnparishhall@msn.com                 www.stjohnonawa.com 

Secretary  /  Colleen Maule                 712-423-1004 
stjohnparishhall@msn.com   

Office hours:7 am—12pm Monday thru Thursday 

DRE  Michelle  Rethman                    712-946-5635 

 

MASS SCHEDULE :   
Mon         Mo Mass…………………………………………….. 0:00 am 

Tue          No Mass…………………....…. ..………………..….0:00am 

Wed         Leo Stanislav…………...…………………………..9:00 am 

Thurs       No Mass     ………...…….………….……………...0:00pm  

Fri            Michael Hart.…………... ………….…...…..…….9:00 am 

Sat           No Mass ………………….……………………...…..000 pm 

Sun          Donna Davis…………........……………………….9:00 am                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

Stewardship     October 17  

Envelopes/loose $    1768.00    

building                $        50.00     

World Mission      $      135.00  

E-offering              $         60.00   

Needy Fund          $            

Grain                     $       

Flowers                 $    

Candles                $                                    

Assumption          $       

St. Bernard          $      245.00    

Total:                    $     2258.00  

 

St. John Registered Families…………………………..185 

  ST. JOSEPH 
  Pastor       Father Michael Erpelding 712-946-5635 

  stjoseph@longlines.com                 WWW.STJOESALIX.COM 

  Secretary     Mary Lynn Nelson           712-946-5635 
  stjoseph@longlines.com                        Cell 712-281-0107 

   DRE  Michelle  Rethman                 712-946-5635 

 

   MASS SCHEDULE:    
   Mon       No Mass……………………………..……………....0:00am 

   Tue        Eileen Topf…………………………... …………….9.00am 

   Wed       No Mass………….……..……………..…...….…...0:00pm 

   Thurs     Errol & Lavonne Brouillette………………….9:00 am 

   Fri          No Mass………………………………….……………0:00 am 

   Sat     Parishioners of Sts.Joseph, John & Bernard….4:00 pm  

   Sun       Sao Syharath Sayavong ……………..……….11:00 am 

      

Stewardship   October 17  
    Envelopes        $      1805.00 

    Loose:               $        203.00 

   Candles:            $            10.00 

    Cemetery PC     $           10.00 

    E-offering:          $        343.70 

    Maintenance    $             

    Emergency        $          

    Food Pantry      $             

    Mow & snow     $             

     Capital Camp    $            

    Stained / wind  $      2550.00  

     All Souls            $             5.00                               

     TOTAL:             $        4926.70 

 

    St. Joseph Registered Families  ……………………...209 

WEEK OF OCTOBER 24, 2021 

Religious Education-Formation News 

 

                    REGISTRATION FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION WILL BE ON-GOING AT BOTH PARISHES!                .                                                                                                             

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA):  If you or someone you know would like to learn more about the Catholic faith, please 

contact the Director of Faith Formation, Michelle Rethman, at the St. Joseph Parish Office at 712-946-5635. 

 

October, Month of the Rosary: October is the month of the rosary.  Catechists will incorporate praying the rosary in 

their classes throughout the month.  And I encourage our parents to pray the rosary at home with your children.  

There are several books and online resources to help children learn to pray the rosary.  If you need assistance 

navigating through the resources, please contact me.  And if you find a book or video that you and your children 

like, please let me know!  Your recommendation may just help other families 

PRAYER FOR THE SOULS IN  PURGATORY:  

Blessed souls, you are suffering and asking suffrage from me: I am in great danger and need, and I await aid 

and protection from you. So for this year I will offer all my prayers and especially all my good works for you. 

And you in turn remember my needs, deliver me from the dangers I face and in particular, obtain for me this 

grace (mention petition). And let the first of you to enter heaven not cease to plead before the Divine Mercy until 

I, too arrive there. May the Sacred Heart bless this agreement. Amen 



ST. JOHN/ ST. BERNARD      OCTOBER 24, 2021     ST. JOSEPH 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISHES: 
Father Patrick O’Kane, Midge Stanley, Margaret Han-

sen, Pam Turner,  Loretta Simoff,  Pete Mortensen, 

John Heisterkamp, Charlotte Zortman, Florence 

Ibsgaard, Gina Mortensen, Chris Metzger, Judson 

Bramow, Anita Gerum &  Eddie & Ann Womack.  If 

you know of someone who is ill and needs our pray-

ers, and would like to be listed, or if you no longer 

need to be listed, contact Colleen @ office  423-

1004 

 

Knight of Month: John Janson...for his leadership by 
materially and positively contributing to the discus-
sions of merging the three churches into one parish. 
 
Family of Month: Kenny & Mary Kay Miller...for their 
contributions to fundraising at the K of C food booth 
during both the Mo. Co. Fair and Ventures. 
 
Let’s make sure to come Together as One! Make 

sure you pledge or make your gift this year to 

support adult and youth conferences and re-

treats, marriage preparation, religious educa-

tion, and mental health assessments through 

Catholic Charities, just to name a few things! 

Our goal this year is   $ 14462.00. With your 

help, we will get there. You can give online, easi-

ly and safely, at www.scdiocese.org . We have 

made a start, but we still have a long way to go. 

Please help us meet our goal. 

 
—-——————-Just For Laughs————————————          

While driving in Pennsylvania, a 

family caught up to an Amish car-

riage. The owner of the carriage ob-

viously had a sense of humor, be-

cause attached to the back of the car-

riage was a hand printed sign: 

"Energy efficient vehicle: Runs on 

oats and grass. Caution: Do not step 

in exhaust." 
************************************** 

 REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISHES.       

Father O’Kane, Fran Mitchell, Nainna Gnat, Jeri Greiner, Mike 

Franken,  David Bogenrief, Linda Donnelly, Sue LaCroix,   

Bryson  Harder, Justin Lamoureux, Sophie Helvey,  Doreen  

Becker, Roger Huot,Tristan Parks, Colleen Ebner ,Bailey Cleve-

land, Christian Case, Brady Worrell, Cal Worrell ,Connie Wag-

ner, Kathy Clayton, Helen Martin,  Gerrie Lamoureux. Darrell 

Lux, Richard Hentges ,Paula Wagner. Mary Lue Schnieders, 

Brian Mareau,  Mark Rinaldi ,David Menard, Kathy Stahmer & 

Vincent Choquette. For all who travel, grieve, those in the mili-

tary,  veterans their families and our nations leaders. The can-

dles burning on the Blessed Mother’s altar are for the military 

serving in foreign lands. 

CEMETERY CLEAN UP Now is the time to get out to the 

Cemetery and clean up your graves, please removed dis-

colored flowers pick up trash in your area, this helps keep 

our cemetery looking nice.  Remember the Cemetery Per-

petual Care in your will or now, the ground we own out 

there is ours FOREVER, so money in the Perpetual Care 

account keeps it looking good after we are gone.  

 

Mater Dei Catholic Parish in Sioux City is taking applica-

tions for a Parish Administrative Assistant.  Routine 

church office duties as directed by the Business Manag-

er.  Must be able to handle confidential information and 

posses excellent organizational and communication 

skills.  Experience with office equipment and office opera-

tions including computer skills, utilizing database and 

spreadsheet functions.  Bilingual English/Spanish is pre-

ferred but not required.  This is a full time position with 

full time benefits or can be a part time job share.  Please 

send resume’s to Dennis Brockhaus at den-

nis.brockhaus@materdeisc.org or call 712-226-4316 

with questions.                                                                                     

                                                                                                                         

 STAINED GLASS WINDOWS We have reached our goal of 

$125,000 for the Stained Glass Windows.  Thanks to all 

of you who donated and helped us get this project done.  

The company will start in the Spring and it shouldn’t take 

long.  Thanks again for getting this done, 

YOU ARE THE BEST PARISHIONERS EVER!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

 Let’s make sure to come Together as One! Make sure 

you pledge or make your gift this year to support adult 

and youth conferences and retreats, marriage prepara-

tion, religious education, and mental health assessments 

through Catholic Charities, just to name a few things! Our 

goal this year is $22,079.00. With your help, we will get 

there. You can give online, easily and safely, at 

www.scdiocese.org . 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Saints Simon and Jude’s Story 

Jude is so named by Luke and Acts. Matthew 

and Mark call him Thaddeus. He is not men-

tioned elsewhere in the Gospels, except of 

course where all the apostles are mentioned. 

Scholars hold that he is not the author of 

the Letter of Jude. Actually, Jude had the 

same name as Judas Iscariot. Evidently be-

cause of the disgrace of that name, it was 

shortened to “Jude” in English. 

Simon is mentioned on all four lists of the 

apostles. On two of them he is called “the 

Zealot.” The Zealots were a Jewish sect that 

represented an extreme of Jewish national-

ism. For them, the messianic promise of the 

Old Testament meant that the Jews were to 

be a free and independent nation. God alone 

was their king, and any payment of taxes to 

the Romans—the very domination of the Ro-

mans—was a blasphemy against God. No 

doubt some of the Zealots were the spiritual 

heirs of the Maccabees, carrying on their ide-

als of religion and independence. They were 

chiefly responsible for the rebellion against 

Rome which ended in the destruction of Jeru-

salem in A.D. 70  

Reflection 

As in the case of all the apostles except for 

Peter, James and John, we are faced with 

men who are really unknown, and we are 

struck by the fact that their holiness is simply 

taken to be a gift of Christ. He chose some 

unlikely people: a former Zealot, a former 

(crooked) tax collector, an impetuous fisher-

man, two “sons of thunder,” and a man 

named Judas Iscariot. It is a reminder that we 

cannot receive too often. Holiness does not 

depend on human merit, culture, personality, 

effort, or achievement. It is entirely God’s cre-

ation and gift. God needs no Zealots to bring 

about the kingdom by force. Jude, like all the 

saints, is the saint of the impossible: Only 

God can create his divine life in human be-

ings. And God wills to do so, for all of us.  

 


