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The Corporal Works of Mercy:  Almsgiving 
 

Almsgiving is the third spiritual practice which we can exercise 
during Lent.  Using the Corporal Works of Mercy as our guide, 
below are examples of ways you can practice give alms during this 
liturgical season. 
 

Feed the Hungry:  Many families in our world are without food.   
One way we can feed the hungry is to donate food to a local food 
pantry. 

Give Drink to the Thirsty:  Many persons in our world suffer 
from a lack of clean water in the community.  To help those in 
need, you can donate money to a reputable fund to build a well in a 
poor community (like charity:water), or donate bottles of water to a 
local shelter.  In our homes we can find ways to conserve water. 

 Shelter the Homeless:  Many persons have met challenges which 
result in them not having a permanent home.  You can donate mon-
ey or supplies to organizations that build homes for the homeless, 
or you can donate blankets to homeless shelters. 

Visit the Sick:  The elderly and sick are sometimes forgotten or 
avoided.  Some ways we can help is to donate blood, visit a nursing 
home or elderly neighbor, or make meals for the homebound or 
their caregivers. 

Visit the Prisoners:  The word “prisoner” is literal and figurative.  
Literally, those in prison are still children of God, no matter what 
sins they have committed.  Or, there are prisoners of war.  Figura-
tively, a prisoner is anyone who cannot move beyond his or her 
circumstances due to challenges, whether physical, mental, social, 
or financial.  Adults can volunteer in a parish prison ministry, or 
donate gifts to the children of prisoners.  Adults can volunteer with 
organizations that mentor to youth.  And we can always pray for 
conversions of heart of prisoners. 

Bury the Dead:  We can pray for our deceased loved ones, that 
they may know the joy of Everlasting Life.  If you know of some-
one who recently lost a loved one, send him or her a card.  Or, visit 
the graves of your loved ones. 

Give Alms to the Poor:  We can donate gifts of time, talent, or 
treasure to a local community agency, or we can give money to 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS). 

Questions of the Week 
Inspiring Us to Live in the Holy Spirit 

 
Question for Children:  God wants your faith to 
result in good living.  What steps can you take dur-
ing Lent to make sure that happens? 
 
Question for Adults:  What steps are you taking 
this Lent to make sure that your faith bears fruit in 
good works? 

Parish Staff 

Pastor, Rev. Michael J. Erpelding 
 (712) 423-2656 
 erpelding1962@netscape.net 

Director of Faith Formation, Michelle Rethman 
 (712) 202-6641 
 stjoseph6712@gmail.com 

Secretary — St. John & St. Bernard,  Colleen Maule 
 (712) 423-1004 
 stjohnparishhall@msn.com 
 Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 
   7:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Secretary — St. Joseph, Mary Lynn Nelson 
 (712) 946-5635 
 stjoseph@longlines.com 
 
Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  30 min. before Mass or by appointment 

Baptism: St. John — Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 
  St. Joseph — Sunday, 11:00 a.m. 

Baptism Class:  Contact the Director of Faith Formation 

Marriage:  Arrangements at least six (6) months prior to 
marriage.  Interview with the pastor is required before 
date for marriage can be given. 

The Pastor’s Toolbox 

mailto:frterry.roder@bishopheelan.org


Mass Schedule for St. John and St. Joseph Churches 

Day Date Time Mass Intentions Parish 

Monday March 21  No Mass  

Tuesday March 22  9:00 AM Margaret & Ed Sweizek St. Joseph 

Wednesday     March 23  9:00 AM Margaret & Carl Lenz St. John 

Thursday March 24  9:00 AM Walter & Pauline Scott St. Joseph 

Friday March 25  9:00 AM Joe Fauts St. John 

Saturday March 26  4:00 PM Margaret A. Miller St. Joseph 

Sunday  March 27 
 9:00 AM Father Patrick O’Kane St. John 

 11:00 AM For the Parishioners of St. Bernard, St. John & St. Joseph St. Joseph 

WEEK OF MARCH 20, 2022 

GROWING IN OUR FAITH 

Sowing the Seeds of Knowledge 

Religious Education News 

Religious Education — Below, please find the schedule for 
March: 

High School Camp 
Emmaus:  Registration is now open!  What is Emmaus?  Em-
maus is a new summer camp, June 15—19, for students who 
have completed the 10th—12th grades.  The aim is for young 
people to encounter Christ and live as life-long disciples.  This 
five-day faith camp will include formative talks, small group 
discussions, games, hiking, campfires, and a daily emphasis 
on prayer and worship, including Mass and Adoration.  Learn 
more or register online at https://scdiocese.org/emmaus.  
Registrations are due May 5th, so register now! 

The Vineyard 
Around the Area 

Westwood Ministerial Association Soup Dinners — Then 
Sings My Soul:  A Musical Journey Thru Lent.  Each week we 
will gather for a simple soup supper at 6:00 PM and wor-
ship at 7:00 PM with a special musical guest.  Join us this 
Wednesday, March 23 at the Salix Community United 
Methodist Church.  Pastor Catie Newman will host the 
event with musical guests, The Songbirds.  Please join us 
for food, fellowship, and music! 

Upcoming Events at St. Benedict Center, Schuyler, NE: 

• Lifted Up on the Cross, I Will Draw All People to 
Myself:  The Passion according to John:  Join us 
March 26—27 for this retreat with Prior Joel Macul, 
OSB, STL.  On Good Friday each year, we hear the Pas-

sion according to John proclaimed. We will take a clos-
er look at how Jesus’ being lifted up is the goal of his 
life and moment of forming a new people of God.  In 
being lifted up, Jesus reveals and glorifies his Father 
and our Father. Saturday, 9:30 AM to Sunday after 
lunch. Register now at www.StBenedictCenter.com or 
call (402) 352-8819. Social distancing and wearing a 
mask is recommended. 

• Silent Directed Retreat:  Join us March 27—April 1 
with Margie M. Walker and Marisa B. Gilbert.  Come 
during Lent, step out in expectant faith and await the 
marvels of your God as you retreat! Meet daily with a 
spiritual director, gather for prayer as a group and, if 
you like, join the Benedictines for the liturgies. Walking 
the labyrinth and/or praying with art are other spiritu-
al practices offered to interested retreatants.  Sunday, 
6:00 PM to Friday after lunch.  Register now at 
www.StBenedictCenter.com or call (402) 352-8819. So-
cial distancing and wearing a mask is recommended. 

Around the Diocese 
Faith In Action:  Mark your calendars for the next installment 
of Faith In Action, a locally-produced program on Siouxland 

Catholic Radio, Channel 88.1FM, which will air Monday, 
March 21 at 9AM.  Host Joanne Fox interviews board mem-
bers of Siouxland Catholic Radio about why their faith lives 

have been enhanced 
through their association 
with the station. This pro-
gram replays Saturday, 
March 26 at 7 PM. Previ-
ous Faith In Action pro-
grams can be found at 
s i o u x l a n d c a t h o l i c r a -
dio.com.  Click on Listen 
Live and podcasts. 

 

March 

23rd Classes 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

30th Classes 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 



Please pray for the sick of our parishes:  Midge Stanley, 
Margaret Hansen, Pam Turner, Loretta Simoff, John 
Heisterkamp, Charlotte Zortman, Florence Ibsgaard, Gina 
Mortensen, Chris Metzger, Judson Bramow, Anita 
Gerum, and Eddie & Ann Womack.  If you know of 
someone who is ill and needs our prayers and would like 
to be listed, or if you no longer need to be listed, contact 
Colleen at the parish office, 423-1004. 

Knight of the Month and Family of the Month:  This 
month we celebrate the courageous people of the Ukraine 
by joining in prayer with all Knights of Columbus world-
wide for our Lord to protect and bless the one thousand 
eight hundred (1,800) Knights and their families in that 
besieged country; and that all of those countrymen who 
share the dream of independence, autonomy, and free-
dom from tyranny can again enjoy without threat those 
God-given rights! 

Easter Flower Memorials: It has been a meaningful tradi-
tion at Easter Time to make a contribution for Easter 
Flowers in memory of loved ones. A suggested contribu-
tion of $25 is requested, although any amount is appreci-
ated. We ask that you use the special envelope provided 
in your packet. If you do not have one of these envelopes, 
use any envelope and clearly mark it for Easter flowers 
and the names of the loved ones and your name. Place it 
in the collection basket no later than Palm Sunday so that 
we can list the names of all participants and their loved 
ones in the bulletin for Easter weekend. 

Together as One: So far, we have raised $7240.00 towards 
our goal of  $14462.00.  That is slightly over half way. 
Please, if you have not given, please do so as soon as you 
can.   

 

 

 

 

Remember to pray for the sick of our parish:   Doreen 
Becker, David Bogenrief, Christian Case, Vincent Cho-
quette, Kathy Clayton, Ben Cooper, Linda Donnelly, Col-
leen Ebner, Mike Franken, Nainna Gnat, Jeri Greiner, 
Bryson Harder, Sophie Helvey, Richard Hentges, Roger 
Huot, Sue LaCroix, Gerrie Lamoureux, Justin Lamoureux, 
Brian Mareau, Helen Martin, David Menard, Fran Mitch-
ell, Tristan Parks, Mark Rinaldi, Mary Lue Schneiders, 
Stella Serviss, Nick & Ally Spohr, Kathy Stahmer, Connie 
Wagner, Paula Wagner, Brady Worrell, and Cal Worrell.  
For all who travel, those who grieve, those in the military, veter-
ans and their families, and our nation’s leaders. 

Tabernacle Society:  Ladies, please pay your annual $15 dues.  
Please put your dues in the collection box.  Dues offset costs for 
parish funeral dinners, First Communion, graduation, and the 
priest dinner.  Please pay your dues soon as many of these an-
nual events quickly approach. 

Food Pantry:  The food pantry is open daily from 9:00 a.m. to 
noon., Monday through Friday.  The west  church door is al-
ways open during that time.  If someone you know needs as-
sistance, please advise them of the pantry.  

 

St. John & St. Bernard Weekly Offering 

March 6, 2022 
Registered Families:  185 

Envelopes and Loose Giving $2062.00 

E-Offering  

Building Fund $108.00 

Catholic Home Missions $15.00 

Needy Fund $50.00 

Grain  

Flowers  

Candles  

St. Bernard $130.00 

Camp. For Human Dev.  

Aid to Worldwide Churches $65.00 

Total for  March 6, 2022 $2430.00 

ST. JOHN & ST. BERNARD NEWS ST. JOSEPH NEWS 

St. Joseph Weekly Offering 

March 5 and 6, 2022 
Registered Families:  209 

Envelopes and Loose Giving $3625.00 

E-Offering $40.00 

Ash Wednesday $635.00 

Maintenance Fund $190.00 

Retired & Infirmed Priest $5.00 

Emergency $5.00 

Catholic Relief Services $5.00 

Candles $47.00 

Food Pantry $150.00 

Mow & Snow $50.00 

Holy Land $5.00 

Palm Sunday $5.00 

Easter Flowers $5.00 

Aid to Worldwide Churches $180.00 

Total for March 6, 2022 $4947.00 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

God Laughs 

 There is an old story about a king who had a 

beautiful ring and three sons. Each son wanted 

the ring. When the king died, he left three rings 

for his sons and a note that said, “My dear 

sons, one of these rings is real and two are fake. 

The way you will know who has the real ring is 

that the son with the real ring will be kind and 

generous to all people.” 

 Each of the three sons spent the rest of his life 

being good to prove that he had the real ring. 

It’s the same with religions. The way to show 

that your religion is true is not to yell and 

scream about it. The way to show that your re-

ligion is true is to live it. 

Ministries Schedule for St. Joseph 

March 26 @ 4 PM 

Servers:   Lawson, Hudson, Landen Schuetz 

Eucharistic Minister: Michelle Mareau 

Lector: Michelle Mareau 

Greeters:  Pete & Marge Rinaldi 

Ushers: Bert Ullrich, Pete & Marge Rinaldi, 
 Ryan Willis 

Gifts:  Pete & Marge Rinaldi 

 

Ministries Schedule for  St. Joseph 

March 27 @ 11 AM 

Servers: Joleigh Hensley, Addison Goodin, 
 Jaxton Johnson 

Eucharistic Minister: Joni Greder 

Lector:  Mary Herbst 

Greeters: Ron & Margaret Wood 

Ushers:  John & Heather Hensley 
 Ron & Margaret Wood 

Gifts:  Tom & Doreen Becker 

Stewardship Schedule for St. Joseph 

March 28 @ 10 AM 

Stewards:   John Janson & Kathy Baker 

 

 

 

The Knights of Columbus will sponsor a Fish Fry on 
the following dates. Staley’s will cater  and drive up is 
encouraged. More information will be coming soon. 
Please mark these dates on your calendar! 

March 25, 2022 

See you there! 


